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   So I was thinking lately, we’re all very busy people. It seems 
like that’s been a problem with getting folks to come out to 
meetings and events, and we know that work has a lot to do 
with it. Some, if not most, of us are working two and three jobs 
just to make ends meet! (Whew! That’s a lot of work to be 
doing!) 
   I was wondering, though, what are you all doing outside of 
work? I think it could be fun if members could share what’s 
interesting in your lives, so I think I’ll start. Maybe, if we can 
have this conversation, we could schedule events around the 
stuff you’re all doing that’s especially interesting to each of you. 
   For me, a lot of time is spent on house work, going to 
doctors, spending time with my future in-laws, doing a lot of 

wedding planning, time with Alex, watching Michelle sew 
(Skype is a wonderful tool!), taking care of our feline yeoman 
first class, and playing games. 
   Games! 
   I do a lot of gaming, and I think some of you might, too. For 
me, it helps me deal with my chronic pain. (Have I mentioned 
that RA and fibromyalgia suck?) It also plays a role in my stress 
management process. Why’s that important?, you may ask. 
After all, everybody has stress, right? Well, when I get too 
stressed out, I get shingles attacks, and that is no fun! I’ve had 
four major attacks since I moved up to New Jersey. If you don’t 
know what shingles is, it’s basically concentrated chicken pox, 
and it comes from “leftover” parts of the chicken pox virus, if 
the body doesn’t kill it off entirely. (It’s also communicable; you 
can give someone chicken pox from exposure to your shingles, 
if they haven’t already had chicken pox; just ask Alex about his 
tale of woe…) 
   Hmm…? Oh, right. Gaming. I love gaming. I have a few 
favorites right now, the top of the list being “The Legend of 
Zelda: Breath of the Wild”. Alex bought me a Nintendo Switch, 
and it’s a super-cool console, if you haven’t already see it. 
Maybe I’ll do a more detailed article about it sometime. Since I 
got it, though, I’ve played a LOT of “Breath of the Wild”, and it 

really is awesome. I also play four out of Blizzard 
Entertainment’s six games, including Hearthstone, World of 
Warcraft (up to the most recent expansion, Legion, and the 
patch The Tomb of Sargeras {gotta get your gear score up, 
man!}), Diablo III, and Heroes of the Storm (I got into the 
beta!). I’m also playing Star Trek Online (from Perfect World 
Entertainment and Cryptic Studios) and Star Wars: The Old 
Republic from LucasArts and EA. And lots of others besides. 
   With all of those games on my list, my next question is, 
what’s on your lists? Do we have some of the same gaming 
interests? Are there other cool games you think I should know 
about? And, hey, what do you think of a gaming day where we 
can play together? We could have a good old-fashioned LAN 

party! I’ll even feed you! (More than just your mind; actual 
stuff to put in your stomach and digestive tract! And it’s 
*good*! Just ask Alex!) 
   But let’s start with what you all like to play. Feel free to send 
your thoughts in to Avenger News, or post a discussion topic to 
the Yahoo mailing list or our Facebook group. And you can also 
pick up the phone and give me a call or send me a text. My 
number is in your roster. 
   And with an evil cackle, I flip my cape and go back to the 
Kingdom of Hyrule to do battle with the ancient, legendary evil 
that is Ganon...    
 

Captain Sarah Bolick(soon to be 
Rosenzweig)  
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Greetings to all!  
 
   As spring slowly works its warm tendrils throughout Rura 
Penthe, I can't help wondering what the future holds for the 
steadfast crew of the U.S.S. Avenger. 
   I'd like for the warmer days of spring and summer to be a 
time of renewal and fresh starts for our chapter. We have a lot 
to be excited about! In June, we have the Avenger’s 32nd 
Anniversary Party. In July, we celebrate Sarah and Alex’s 
wedding. In August, Sciences will likely be all abuzz about the 
first solar eclipse in over 100 years that will be visible from 

most of the continental US. The Command Staff and I are busy 
planning a whole roster of recruitment ops and other activities 
to keep the fun rolling all season long. 
   For myself, this coming summer is a time of firsts – my first 
time meeting the crew in person, my first time officiating a 
wedding, my first time visiting Central New Jersey, and my first 
time attending a sci-fi/fantasy convention. I am looking forward 
to making a personal connection with as many of you as 
possible. Skype conversations are awesome...but there is just 
something extra wonderful about physically meeting someone. 

   My message to all of you is this: Whatever you do this 
summer, make time to just enjoy these warmer days with your 
friends and family. Even when we're busy dodging life's curve 
balls and jumping over the obstacles it puts in our paths, we 
still need to pause, relax, and recall the fun things that make it 
all worthwhile. 
   What fun things do YOU want the Avenger to do this 
summer? Send your suggestions, no matter how crazy, to 
either me or CAPT Sarah. We'll see just how many of them we 
can schedule. :D 
   Remember, my door is always open.   

   Please contact me via email (michadcc@gmail.com) for 
anything ship-related, or if you just want to talk. :) 
 
In Service,  
 
Cmdr. Michelle Lampson, XO 
U.S.S. Avenger – Region 7 
Rura Penthe – aka Washburn Wisconsin – Region 6 
michadcc@gmail.com   

INDIVIDUAL U.S.S. AVENGER RENEWAL $10.00  
(Family Memberships $12.50) 

FOR STARFLEET MEMBERS, AVENGER MEMBERSHIP IS FREE! 
Your subscription lasts for six issues. With any luck and a lot of good will, they will be delivered in PDF format to a registered 

forum online. Free Adobe Reader downloads available on the web - for a printed copy of your newsletter, just hit PRINT! But if 
you want us to mail them to ya’ anyhow, please add $5.00. 

Make out check or money order payable to USS Avenger.   

7 Keats Road,  North Brunswick, NJ  08902-3426   

You can also renew at any ship meeting for your stamp-saving budget 

 

Join the International fun of STARFLEET at www.sfi.org  $10.00 gets you four electronic issues of the Communiqué and access to 
the many fun programs STARFLEET offers. It also means that your next renewal with the Avenger is FREE! 

MEMBERSHIP ALLEY 

Roster Update 

Additions--Welcome Aboard! 
1) Ensign David Samuel Sastre 
Division/Position TBD 
4 Phillip Drive 
Edison, NJ  08820-1122 
(908) 565-4846 
dsastre2300@gmail.com 
 

Welcome Back--Thanks for Renewing 
1) CMDR August Ciufo 
2) LCDR Tim Drude 
 
Changes and Revisions—Where Are They Now? 
1) LCDR Tim Drude’s address should now be listed as: 
218 Cranbury Circle 
East Brunswick, NJ  08816-5135  

From the Depths 

of Rura Penthe 

BY MICHELLE LAMPSON 
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“Warrior Enterprise-B” - Artist Unknown 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

IMAGE GALLERY 

Greetings, all! 
 
   So, it’s time for another column, and it hasn’t been a year 
between issues! Seriously, we are working hard to get the 
newsletter back in action and fully onto schedule. AN 153 still 
had some difficulties on the timeliness side, but we are working 
on that, and we hope to do better next time…which is this issue 
that you’re reading now, actually. 
   Last issue I talked a little about the concerns we all should be 
having about the attacks on science. This issue, I’d like to look 
at it from the other side. How does understanding science help 
us? Or, why are we better off if we have thriving scientific 
endeavors going on in our society? Well, I think a good place to 
start would be to recognize that everything in the physical 
universe operates according to certain rules, and that those 
rules are generally consistent. Knowing that allows us to look at 
the universe in an orderly way, and the process of learning 
about those rules and how they apply throughout the cosmos 
is...science! 
   Even the process itself has a set of rules, known as the 
scientific method. Summarized, it goes something like this: 
 

1] Observe the world around you, and everything that goes 
on in it. 
2] Propose a hypothesis as an attempt to explain something 
that’s been observed but not necessarily explained. 
3] Test the hypothesis, whether through additional, focused 
observations or experimentation and subsequent observation 
of the results. 
4] Analyze the data gathered in the observations or 

experimental results, and assess whether the data support 
accepting or rejecting the hypothesis. 
5] If the hypothesis is rejected, propose a new hypothesis, 
and repeat the process. 

 
   Everything we’ve learned, really, has followed that basic 
pattern. It ranges from, “What happens to me if I eat this 
flower?” to “How do stars change over their lifespans?” to 
“What are the tiniest pieces into which matter can be broken?” 
And what we’ve learned from this process of asking questions, 
over and over and over, has shaped not only our understanding 
of our world, from the smallest puddle of water and grain of 
sand to the variety of galaxies in deep space, but also the 

technologies we take for granted every day. The computers we 
use at home and work would not be possible without science. 
The soaring skyscrapers in our largest cities, the cars we use to 
drive to and from work, even the amount of food we grow each 
year, are all affected—and often made possible by—our 
understanding of science. 
   Unlike a lot of science fiction, Star Trek is a franchise that 
takes an unabashed joy in scientific and technological advance. 
Yes, it has its cautionary tales, but far more often, science and 
technology are tools the characters use to solve problems and, 
in the process, learn about themselves as people. The maturing 
of Humanity in Star Trek’s world is a result of our scientific and 
technological progress. More importantly, characters in Star 
Trek’s world understand something very important: that 
learning about and understanding the world is an amazing and 
exciting thing, rewarding on its own, not because of wealth or 
other tangible gains. 
   I hope that, as we publish more issues, not only will we 
continue these discussions about science, but we’ll get to have 
some fun, too. In an upcoming issue, I’ll talk a little about how 
scientific progress isn’t always straightforward and linear. 
Sometimes it can get downright complicated! But that’s a story 
for another time. In the meanwhile, if anyone would like to 
borrow the soapbox and share an experience you’ve had with 
science—whether Star Trek science OR real science—just let 
me know, and you can definitely share some space in 
“Starstuff”. 
   As I did last issue, please also let me mention that various 
mid-level positions in the division are open, so members can 
“advance”. For example, I’m looking for an Assistant Chief 

Science Officer and a Chief Scientist for each of the four 
subdivisions within Sciences. But I will not just hand out 
positions/titles randomly. The trick is to get active and involved, 
and then there’ll be some opportunities to “move up”. If you 
think you’ve got what it takes, show me! 
 
   And that’s enough from me! ‘Til next time...  
 
Ad Astra! 
 
Alex  
 

ADM Alex Rosenzweig 

Starstuff 

BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

“U.S.S. Phobos—NCC-2786” - Artist Unknown 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 
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U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 

BY MICHELLE LAMPSON AND ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

   This column, in accordance with the Avenger Officer’s 
Manual, is “a regular report of crew activities, in the form of a 
column in Avenger News or as a separate mailing”. It started 
out with the idea of being a roundup of divisional activities, but 
was eventually retooled into a more general summary of 
chapter events and highlights. As such, if there’s something 
you’d like to share with the group—an idea, a suggestion, a 
personal milestone, etc.—feel free to let me know and it can 
get included. “SitRep” is a term used typically by the military or 
other government groups. It’s an abbreviation for “Situation 
Report”, a report given to both senior officers and subordinate 
staff to make sure that, put simply, they know what’s going on. 
And that’s what we do here. 
 
Onward...and upward. :D   
 

DIVISIONS: 
 

Command: 
 
   CAPT Bolick has been working on a number of tasks in 
the past couple of months. One issue has dealt with 
certain troublesome folks, both within and outside of 
Region 7, which has involved communicating with 

Region 7 Command and various persons on the ‘Fleet 
Command level. On board ship, meanwhile, she has been doing 
heavy work with other members to interact further with each 
other and plenty of work with the XO. She did have a health 
matter (allergies are no fun!) that slowed her down in April, but 

has recovered for the most part since and is soldiering onward. 
   CMDR Michelle Lampson has also continued serving as a 
sounding board and idea-generator for our ongoing efforts to 
revitalize the Avenger. 
   We continue to search for a Second Officer. This is the 
person in charge of the Avenger’s Promotion System, and the 
database we use to maintain it. The Second Officer is also third 
in command of the chapter. The person to fill this position 
should be really interested in being involved, and in making a 
difference for fellow members. Knowing how to handle an 
Access database, or being willing to figure it out, is a big plus. 
And, of course, STARFLEET membership in good standing is 
necessary.       
      

Sciences: 
 
   The challenge has continued to find the key to getting 
folks excited again, and this has not been easy! But 
ADM Alex is still working on it, and in addition to the 
ongoing missives, part of the job has involved searching 

out possible new places for the club to visit as a group. A 
couple have actually been found lately, including the National 
Museum of Mathematics and a miniatures exhibit called 
Gulliver’s Gate. So there will be opportunities for trips to NEW 
places, instead of only returning to prior destinations. 
Meanwhile, though, ADM Alex still hopes to hear from the 
members of the division, in addition to LT Dan Adler and CMDR 
Augie Ciufo, who have continued to participate as time allows, 
and whose support is still appreciated! The rest of you, there’s 

always time to start getting involved, and that would be a lot of 
fun. Meanwhile, ADM Alex also continues to serve as Press 
Officer and Fiction Coordinator.   

 

Medical: 
 
   [No Activity Reported]           
 

Operations: 
 
   [No Activity Reported]             
 

Engineering: 
 
   [No Activity Reported]            
 

Communications: 
 
   A Chief of Communications is currently being sought. 
See “Help Wanted!” in the Ship’s BBS.             
 

Security: 
 
    A Chief of Security is currently being sought. See 
“Help Wanted!” in the Ship’s BBS.   
       

GENERAL: 
 
   Activities have still been sporadic and not well-attended. We 
are still looking for the solution to this problem. We’d like to be 
able to ramp up events again, but that will depend on what 
you, the members, would like to do. The Command Staff would 
very much like to hear from you with your suggestions. Some 
recent events, along with ideas for others, include (in addition 
to regular meetings):  
 
 Attendance at the Region 7 Conference and STARFLEET 

International Conference 
 Video/Movie Days 
 Group Trips to Film Releases (e.g., “Transformers: The Last 

Knight”, “Despicable Me 3”; “War for the Planet of the 
Apes”; “Valerian and the City of a Thousand Planets”, etc.) 
 Skype Chats 
 Avenger Fiction Workshops (either in-person or on-line via 

Skype) 
 Game Days 
 Renaissance Faire Trips 
 Trip to Peddler’s Village 
 Trips to Museums and Educational Activities (e.g., The 

Franklin institute; Independence Mall; the American 
Museum of Natural History, the Metropolitan Museum of Art; 
exhibitions at Discovery Times Square Exposition Center; 
etc.) 
 Hikes and/or Visiting Parks 
 Pot Luck Dinners 
 Book Club 
 Knitting Group 
 Group Attendance at Star Trek/Sci-Fi Conventions  
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If any of the items on this list look particularly interesting to 
you, please let us know, and we’ll do our best to accommodate 
your preferences. 
   In terms of a few more specifics, we’re always looking for 
suggestions from folks for films you’d like to see as a group. 
Feel free to share your suggestions on the Avenger’s mailing 
list, in our Facebook group, or even by contacting any member 
of the Command Staff. We’ll be heavily relying on your input to 
determine what films we should see together as a group. 
   We’re looking forward to scheduling more video days, and 
we’re definitely interested in knowing what films/TV shows 
you’d like to watch together, and also if you’d be willing to 
host such an event. (We’ve had some wonderfully generous 
folks host these events in the past, but hopefully we won’t have 

to keep going back to the same people over and over again. If 
we can move things around a bit, that’d be welcome.)  
   If there’s something you’d like to suggest for an event, don’t 
hesitate to speak up. We want to hold events that our members 
want to attend, but we can only do what members tell us 
they’d like. Your input and support are crucial. The senior staff 
can’t do it alone.    
 
Mission Reports: 
 
   This section of the column features short 
recaps of various Avenger and STARFLEET 
events. To make it the best it can be, though, I 
need your help. If you’ve been to an event, you 
don’t need to write a whole long article. Just a 
paragraph or two would be great. Send them to 
me and I’ll include them here. And if you’ve got 
pictures you want to supply, that, too, would be pretty 
awesome. (By the way, if a lot of folks contribute for a single 
activity, it could always be broken out into a separate article, 
and if you want to write a stand-alone piece, don’t let this 
feature stop you from doing so! It’s not an either-or 
proposition, just another way to share.) 
 
17-19 February 2017 – Farpoint 2017 
   Again, it took CAPT Sarah and me a bit longer than planned 
to reach the convention, due to some feline hijinks, but once 
we were away from the house, we made good time and 
reached the convention by late afternoon. Once we were 
settled, we started circulating around the convention, and soon 
began meeting up with friends. Friday dinner was at An Poitin 
Stil, an Irish pub just up the road from the hotel. We went with 

our friend Joe Kreshock, and had a fine meal. When we 
returned to the hotel, it was only a short time until Meet the 
Pros, which is one of the highlights of the con for me each 

year. Along with 
meeting up with 
perennial author 
attendees like Keith 
DeCandido and 
Glenn Haumann 
and Allyn Gibson, I 
had the honor of 
meeting Star Trek 
writer and director 

Nicolas Meyer, best known as the director of “The Wrath of 
Khan” and “The Undiscovered Country”. We had a brief chat, 
especially about “The Undiscovered Country”, which happens to 
be my favorite Trek film. It was fun trading ideas and views 
about the film with one of the key creators of the work. 
Another interesting moment came when I asked him to sign my 
“Star Trek II” program book. He was quite taken aback, 
revealing that he’d never seen, let alone been given a copy of, 
the program book! Of course he signed it, but I had a feeling 
that Paramount might be getting a call after that weekend! 

   Saturday began with the STARFLEET 
meeting, where Avenger received a 
Perfect Reporting Commendation. 
Good work, VADM Judy, CAPT Sarah, 
and CMDR Michelle! The day was busy, 

but fun. At one writing panel, a 
comment by David Mack promptly 
gave me the solution to a story 
problem I’d been wrestling with. I was 
very happy! The day wound on to 
include listening to Mr. Meyer’s talk 

and, later, the ‘FLEET dinner at Famous Dave’s on York Road. 
Sarah and I stood a watch at the ‘FLEET recruiting table, as 
well, and enjoyed chatting with the folks who stopped by. 
   Sunday, as usual, was much quieter, but we had a good time 
talking to guests and fellow attendees alike. 
   Overall, as always, the convention was highly enjoyable, even 
if a bit less drama-filled (both good and bad!) than last year’s. 
Perhaps we could arrange a group to go in 2018. It will be their 
25th Anniversary! 
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)      
 
8 April 2017 – Recruiting at NEAF (the Northeast 
Astronomy Forum) 
   Throughout Star Trek 
and sci-fi fandom, the 
appreciation for real-
life space science and 
exploration runs deep. 
So it shouldn’t be a 
huge leap to promote 
STARFLEET at a large 
gathering of astronomy 
and space enthusiasts. 
Somehow, though, it 
wasn't until last year 
that we went to the Northeast Astronomy Forum (NEAF) at 

Rockland County Community College. It went well enough last 
year that we opted to do it again for 2017. So early in April, 
CAPT Sarah and I traveled up to Rockland County, New York to 
join the U.S.S. Abraham Lincoln and U.S.S. Justice in manning a 
STARFLEET table. Although the College is in the Lincoln’s 
backyard, NEAF draws attendees from all over the country (and 
beyond!), so it was a great opportunity to spread the word of 
the organization to a lot of people who might be potentially 
interested, but not yet aware of STARFLEET. And we did speak 
to a lot of people from all over. Oh, there were a lot of locals, 
but potential members came from great distances, as well. I 
quickly became the go-to person to look up in the Chapter 
Finder and try to figure out what chapters might be closest to 

U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 
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STARFLEET and Region 7 News 

 
 
 
 
STARFLEET News: 
 
** Executive Committee News: 
   - CAPT William “Tony” Knopes has been appointed as 

Chief of Computer Operations, succeeding VADM Mike 
Dugas.  

 

** CQ 190 (January-March 2017) is now available! 
   - Shareable link: https://db.sfi.org/com/docs/CQ_190.pdf 
 
** Robert Byng is the new Recruitment and Retention 

Officer, tasked with making a functional department again 
with an expanded staff of five personnel regionally, with 
localized liaisons. Our shiny blue and green rock has been 
divided into four quadrants. 

 
** COMM Greg Mortensen is still offering STARFLEET name 

badges. Visit http://badges.sfi.org to get yours! 
 
** STARFLEET Operations has announced 

the commissioning of the following 
chapters: 

   - U.S.S. Appalachia, NCC-52136, based in 
Blue Ridge, GA, Region 2, CAPT Lee 
Johnson, Commanding 

   - U.S.S. Appleton, NCC-97001, based in Bradford, West 
Yorkshire, England, Region 20, CAPT Erica Smith, 
Commanding 

 
** The Department of Technical Services (DTS) is seeking 

talented artists to help execute engineering drawings of 
starships and space stations. If you’re interested, 
contact ADM Alex Rosenzweig at shoc-dts@sfi.org or 
alexr1860@optimum.net, or by US Post at 980 Linwood 
Place North Brunswick, NJ  08902-2267.  

 

** Membership Perks have been established for 
STARFLEET members. Here is where to find discount 
codes to all of our Membership Perk Partners: 

   - Surf to the STARFLEET Database at https://db.sfi.org/ 
   - Log on using your database ID (provided to you as part of      

your membership packet, but if you don't know what your      
User ID and password is, please contact the STARFLEET      
Help Desk) 

   - Click on the "MEMBER" button on the left side to show the      
menu of available member tools 

   - Click on the "MEMBERSHIP PERK" button. 

On this page, you'll see all of STARFLEET's Membership 
Perks and their discount codes for you to use! 
For more information about STARFLEET's Membership 
Perks, please visit: http://perks.sfi.org/ 

 
** STARFLEET International Conference News 
   - Registrations for IC2017 are currently being 

taken. The IC will be held in New Orleans on 
18-20 August 2017. For more information, 
check out their website: 

   http://www.ic2017.org  
   and Facebook page: 
   https://www.facebook.com/STARFLEETs-2017-

International-Conference-1631094283819289/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Region 7 News: 
 
** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet 

cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com)  For further 
info, contact Mike Stein at JusticeOC@aol.com or check out 
the Region 7 website at http://www.region7.com 

U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 

someone not necessarily from Region 7, but out across the 
country, or even from Canada and the UK. 
   While we didn’t have anyone join the Avenger that day, we 
did speak to a number of people who seemed interested, so we 
can hope that it might translate into new members later. 
   We also had a good time with friends from the Lincoln and 
the Justice, and look forward to seeing everyone again soon. 
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)     

   Special thanks to those who have contributed to this column! 
It’s really appreciated. We invite anyone who went to an event 
and would like to share to also contribute a paragraph or two 
to this column! It’s quick and easy, and it’s great to share 
different views of what the club and its members are doing! 
 
 

http://www.ic2017.org/
https://www.facebook.com/STARFLEETs-2017-International-Conference-1631094283
https://www.facebook.com/STARFLEETs-2017-International-Conference-1631094283
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The Avenger in Fiction 

Two New Characters 

BY AUGUST CIUFO AND DAN ADLER, WITH ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

   “Space, The Final Frontier...  These are the continuing voyages 
of the starship Avenger. Her ongoing mission: to explore 
strange, new worlds; to seek out new life and new civilizations; 
to boldly go where no one has gone before.” 
 
   Many members’ questions have dealt with the fictional 
Avenger. Since we call for members to make up personnel files 
for their characters and invite them to write stories in the 
“Avengerverse”, members want to know just how our fictional 
universe works. What does the fictional Avenger do? How does it 
fit into the Star Trek Universe as portrayed on TV and in the 
films, books, comics, etc.? To answer these questions, and to 
(hopefully) keep you folks entertained, this series of articles was 

born.  
 
   In this issue, we introduce two more members of the 
Avenger’s crew, CMDR August Ciufo and LT Dan Adler. They’re 
both part of the Sciences Division. One is a long-time vet of 
years of service aboard Avenger, and the other has only been 
aboard for a couple of years. Enjoy meeting them, and perhaps 
someone will be inspired to write a story for them.  
 
 
CIUFO, AUGUST  
 
COMMANDER 
 
Serial Number: ST 50296 
Official Position: Scientist (Technical Sciences) 
Current Assignment: U.S.S. Avenger,  Heavy 
Frigate,  NCC-1860 
Nature and Duration of Mission: Multi-Purpose 
(Exploration; Peaceforcer; Survey; Etc.), 5 
Years 
Age: 55 
Nationality: Terran 
Place of Birth: New Jersey--United States--Earth 
Date of Birth: 23 April 2261 
 
History:   Entered Star Fleet Academy at age 19, after taking a 
year off from schooling following secondary school graduation. 
During that year, he spent a lot of time considering his future, 
and ultimately pursued entry into Star Fleet. Completed all 
required courses in four years, with a focus on the sciences and 
applications to technology. Graduated at age 23, and assigned 

with the rank of Ensign to the science scout U.S.S. Ride as a 
laboratory technician specializing in technology applications. 
During this time, Ciufo was called upon to aid the ship’s 
engineering staff on multiple occasions, and found that he had 
an aptitude for engine systems. As time passed, he served more 
and more on the Ride’s engineering decks, so much so that he 
was recommended for transfer to the Engineering Division. In 
late 2286, he transferred to the heavy frigate U.S.S. Avenger 
with the rank of Ensign as a warp systems specialist. Not long 
after his reassignment to the Avenger, Ciufo was assigned to a 
landing party, and was able to facilitate a first contact by 
determining that repeated anomalous experiences were in fact 
the result of alien interference, not simply natural phenomena. 

He was promoted to the rank of Ensign 1st Class in early 2289. 
In mid-2291, he was promoted again to the rank of Lieutenant 
J.G. and repositioned as a warp systems officer. By early 2292, 
he again felt the call of research, and requested transfer back to 
the Sciences Division. This request was granted, and he was 
repositioned as a scientist. Soon afterward, he was promoted to 
the rank of Lieutenant and the position of Chief Scientist 
(Technical Sciences). In October 2293, he contributed to an 
analysis team that developed reprogramming for a Von 
Neumann Machine discovered in the 356 Sagittae System. He 
was promoted to Lt. Commander in late 2293, and to the 
position of chief science officer in July 2294. He was promoted 
to the rank of Commander in early 2297. Several months later, 

Ciufo requested to change his focus to a greater research and 
technical analysis role, and he was repositioned as a Scientist 
(Technical Sciences) in August 2297. Since that time, he has 
continued to contribute steadily to the Avenger’s missions, e.g., 
his discovery of a nearly microscopic, silicon-based life-form on 
the Avenger’s sensor units in January 2308 and his confirmation 
in October 2308 of the Tholian role in the attacks on the ancient 
Foroon. 
 
Personal:   Married. Wife, Helena, is also a scientist. One son, 
age 14, is currently attending a private boarding school on Star 
Station Thorne. Ciufo’s one significant romance, Helena, was 
serving aboard the Avenger when the two became involved. 
Ciufo has few close friendships; he has a variety of friendships, 
but considers most of those to be “casual”. Interests include 
collecting firearms, model vehicles, and vids of various types. 
 

————— 
 
ADLER, DANIEL M.  
 
LIEUTENANT 
 
Serial Number: ST 65641 
Official Position: Scientist (History) 
Current Assignment: U.S.S. Avenger, Heavy 
Frigate, NCC-1860 
Nature and Duration of Mission: Multi-Purpose 
(Exploration; Peaceforcer; Survey; Etc.), 5 
Years 
Age: 28 
Nationality: Terran/Colonial (Lunar) 

Place of Birth: Luna City--Luna 
Date of Birth: 21 September 2288 
 
History:   Entered Star Fleet Academy at age 18, and completed 
all required courses in four years. Specialized in the social 
sciences, with a minor in shipboard operations systems. 
Graduated at age 22, and assigned with the rank of Ensign to 
the short-range exploratory vessel U.S.S. Cahokia as a 
laboratory technician specializing in the social sciences. At age 
26, promoted to Lieutenant J.G. and to the position of scientist. 
Two years later, at age 28, promoted to Lieutenant and assigned 
to the heavy frigate U.S.S. Avenger as a scientist specializing in 
history. 
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Personal:   Unmarried. Parents are alive on Luna, where his 
father, Robert Adler, is a research biochemist at the Daystrom 
Institute’s Luna City facility. Mother, Judith Adler, is a nurse 
administrator at the Luna City Hospital. Two siblings. Sister, 
Deborah, is a field reporter for the Federation News Network. 
Brother, David, owns a small seafood restaurant in Tampa Bay, 
Florida, Earth. Despite several multi-year relationships (including 
one at the Academy), Adler remains unmarried. He has 
remained friends with many of his Academy classmates, who 
are scattered throughout the Fleet. His closest friend is his 
Academy roommate from their freshman year, an Andorian 
named Lieutenant Th’Lay (currently engineering officer, U.S.S. 
Exeter). His hobbies include genealogical research (he can, at 
this point, trace his family history back to the early 20th 
century), music, and “conworlding and 
conlanging” (constructing fictional worlds and languages). An 
introvert, he will often seek out the quietest corner of any 
gathering. He is there without being part of the core group. This 
works for him, and typically does not affect his work 
performance. Since graduating from the Academy, Adler has 
continued his education. He has earned master’s degrees in 
both History and Linguistics, and a doctorate in History.  
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 
   In future articles, we'll continue to talk about what's aboard 
the ship, how various systems work, crew specifics, etc. 
(Members are urged to suggest topics. If there's something you 

want to know about the ship, chances are that someone else 
wants to know, too. So send in your questions, and we'll try to 
get answers for you in upcoming columns.) 
   This column also supports short stories! Stories should be no 
more than 4 pages in 10-point type, and can be about anything 
in the Avenger Universe. (Serializations are also accepted, but 
the story must be submitted complete, and arrangements with 
the column editor and Avenger News editor for serialization will 
be made ahead of time.) We hope everyone will take the 
opportunity to contribute to the tales of the Avenger. 
   To help you out, we’re also running story ideas each issue. 
These aren’t fleshed out, but are jumping-off points from which 
stories may evolve. If you do see an idea listed here that you’d 
like to build a story from, let me know, so that we don’t get 
multiple members working on the same idea. And here we have 
the next suggestions... 
 
   1] The Avenger is warping through space to their next 
destination, along the edges of explored space, when a heavily 
damaged starship of unknown type gets expelled from a micro-
warp wormhole (similar to the type of wormhole formed by the 
Enterprise’s warp engines in ST:TMP). Sensors pick up one life-
form onboard, heavily wounded and on the verge of death. The 
crew beams off the life-form and has the ship’s doctor try to 
heal him. The alien dies “on the table”, but the doctor manages 
to fortuitously revive him. The crew investigate the starship - 
the first warp-capable vessel of their world - and retrieves data 
from the computer system. The species that launched the 
vessel is called the Ako-cho, a highly spiritual/religious species 

from a nearby star system, and the pilot is the Crown Prince, 
named Ichiru. 
 
   The Captain orders a course set for the star system, which 
leaves the crew to deal with the Prince - and the main problem 
of the story, which lies in the Ako-cho’s belief system: that the 
soul leaves the body on clinical death, and that the body is Ako
-chinn, or soulless, if revived using medical technology after 
death. Naturally, the performance of such a “crime” against 
their Crown Prince’s body poses certain diplomatic problems - 
as does the fact that the Ako-chinn have no rights, and are 
used, effectively, as slave labor. The crew are entirely unaware 
of this problem until after they warp into the Ako-cho home 
system. Other than their mis-treatment of the Ako-chinn, the 
Ako-cho would seem to be ideal Federation members; all other 
elements of their society are equal, they hold personal rights 
and freedom in high regard, and so on and so forth, and so the 
crew will make an effort to solve this diplomatic problem and 
begin the first steps toward guiding the Ako-cho to Federation 
membership.  
   2] At a reunion of Star Fleet Academy alumni (or that of one 
of the graduate schools, such as Command or Medical), a child 
(at the youngest, a teenager, or 20-something at oldest) enters 
the gathering and introduces him or herself. He/she tells 
members of the reunion gathering that his/her parent had died 
not long after Academy graduation. The child wants to hear 
about what his/her parent was like. From different people, the 
child hears different stories, pointing to a facet of the 
departed’s personality.  
 
   Finally, as a part of this series, we include character-files of 
members of the crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-file, 
great! If not, why not try making one? We'll try to publish one 
or two each issue, as space and contributions permit. We’re 
always looking for members to create files for their own 
characters. If you’re interested in creating a file for your 
fictional character, or updating an existing file, contact ADM 
Rosenzweig for help/information.  
 
 
 
 

The Avenger in Fiction 

Two New Characters 
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Star Trek Book News 

COMPILED BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek 
books… 
 
Available Available April 2017: 
 
ST:S31: Control 
by David Mack; Publisher – Pocket Books (Simon & Schuster) 
   No law...no conscience...no mercy. 
Amoral, shrouded in secrecy, and answering 
to no one, Section 31 is the mysterious 
covert operations division of Star Fleet, a 
rogue shadow group pledged to defend the 
Federation at any cost. The discovery of a 
two-hundred-year-old secret gives Doctor 
Julian Bashir his best chance yet to expose 
and destroy the illegal spy organization. But 
his foes won’t go down without a fight, and 
his mission to protect the Federation he 
loves might just end up triggering its 
destruction. Only one thing is for certain: this time, the price of 
victory will be paid with Bashir’s dearest blood. 
 
    
Available May 2017: 
 
ST: All: Star Trek Psychology: The Mental Frontier 
Edited by Travis Langley; Publisher – Sterling 

   The next entry in Sterling's pop culture 
psychology series features 20 chapters and 
an exclusive interview with Rod 
Roddenberry – son of Star Trek creator 
Gene Roddenberry. In a fun and accessible 
way, Star Trek Psychology delves deep into 
the psyches of the show's well-known and 
-loved characters. The trailblazing franchise 
spans five TV series, 13 films, and 
countless novelizations. It celebrated, as 
no other form of entertainment had before, 
a world filled with space-traveling dreams 

and human diversity. In the process, it became one of the 
oldest and most popular sci-fi franchises of all time. Star Trek 
Psychology uses academic and scientific theories to analyze and 
answer such questions as Why do Trek's aliens look so human? 
and How can the starship's holodeck be used for therapy? This 
compilation examines alien neurobiology, discusses identity 

formation for shape shifters, explores the importance of 
emotion for artificial intelligence, and much more. 
 
ST:TNG: Star Trek - All Good Things: A 
Next Generation Companion 
Publisher – Titan Comics  
   This must-have book for Star Trek 
fans is a companion to the best loved 
series in the franchise, Star Trek: The 
Next Generation, presenting interviews, 
features and articles celebrating Star 
Trek's multi-award-winning series. From 
interviews with the stars of the show 

and the producers/writers, to the SFX crew, make-up artists & 
prop experts, plus features covering all seven seasons of the 
series, this book presents a nostalgic memoire to Star Trek: The 
Next Generation.  
   Star Trek - All Good Things: A Next Generation Companion is 
a collection of articles from Star Trek Magazine, the third in 
Titan Comics' The Best of Star Trek series.  
 
ST:TNG: What Would Captain Picard Do? 
by Brandon T. Snider; Publisher – Price Stern Sloan 
   Fans of of Star Trek: The Next 
Generation's Captain Jean Luc Picard 
explore a galaxy of advice in this fun pop 
philosophy book narrated by Captain 
Picard himself.  
   The cosmos is filled with a great many 
wonders – uncharted worlds, bizarre life 
forms, chaos, and calm. Keep your mind 
open as you navigate through this 
collection of scenarios as Captain Picard 
teaches you how to handle even the most 
challenging situations. The possibilities are 
as limitless as the universe itself.  
 
 
Available June 2017: 
 
ST: TNG: Hearts and Minds 
by Dayton Ward; Publisher – Pocket Books (Simon & 
Schuster) 

2031: United States Air Force fighter jets 
shoot down an unidentified spacecraft and 
take its crew into custody. Soon, it’s learned 
that the ship is one of several dispatched 
across space by an alien species, the 
Eizand, to search for a new home before 
their own world becomes uninhabitable. 
Fear ing extraterrestr ia l invasion, 
government and military agencies which for 
more than eighty years have operated in 
secret swing into action, charged with 
protecting humanity no matter the cost...  
 

2386: Continuing their exploration of the Odyssean Pass, 
Captain Jean-Luc Picard and the crew of the starship Enterprise 

discover what they at first believe is a previously uncharted 
world, with a civilization still recovering from the effects of 
global nuclear war. An astonishing priority message from Star 
Fleet Command warns that there's more to this planet than 
meets the eye, and Picard soon realizes that the mysteries of 
this world may well weave through centuries of undisclosed 
human history...  
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“U.S.S. Pompeii”, by Chris Martin 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

“A New Dawn”, by Tobias Richter/The Light Works 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

Star Trek Book News 

ST: All: The Impossible Has Happened: The Life and Work of 
Gene Roddenberry, Creator of Star Trek  (Trade Paperback 
Reprint of the Hard Cover) 
by Lance Parkin; Publisher – Aurum Press Ltd. 
   September 8, 2016 marked the fiftieth 
anniversary of the debut of the world's 
most successful science fiction television 
series: Star Trek. In this new biography, 
Lance Parkin, author of Aurum’s acclaimed 
Magic Words: The Extraordinary Life of 
Alan Moore, will go in search of the show's 
creator, Gene Roddenberry. 
   Th is  book revea ls  how an 
undistinguished writer of cop shows set 
out to produce “Hornblower in space” and 

ended up with an optimistic, almost 
utopian view of humanity’s future that has been watched and 
loved by hundreds of millions of people around the world. 
 
   Along the way Lance will examine some of the great myths 
and turning points in the franchise’s history, and Roddenberry’s 
particular contribution to them. He will look at the truth in the 
view that the early Star Trek advanced a liberal, egalitarian and 
multi-racial agenda, chart the various attempts to resuscitate 
the show during its wilderness years in the 1970s, explore 
Roddenberry’s initial early involvement in the movies and spin-
off “Star Trek: The Next Generation” (as well as his later 
estrangement from both), and shed light on the colorful 
personal life, self-mythologizing, and strange beliefs of a man 
who nonetheless gifted popular culture one if its most enduring 
narratives.  

ST:DTI: Shield of the Gods  (eBook Novella) 
by Christopher L. Bennett; Publisher – Pocket Star 
Books (Simon & Schuster) 
   The stalwart agents of the Department of 
Temporal Investigations have tracked down 
many dangerous artifacts, but now they 
face a greater, more personal challenge: 
retrieving a time-travel device stolen from 
their own vault by a rogue agent of the 
Aegis, a powerful, secretive group that uses 
its mastery of time to prevent young 
civilizations from destroying themselves. 
Blaming the Aegis itself for a tragedy yet to 
come, this renegade plans to use the stolen 
artifact to sabotage its efforts in the past, 

no matter what the cost to the timeline. Now the DTI’s agents 
must convince the enigmatic Aegis to work alongside them in 
order to protect history–but they must also wrestle with the 
potential consequences of their actions, for preserving the past 
could doom countless lives in the future!   
 
 
 
 
 

IMAGE GALLERY 

http://memory-alpha.wikia.com/wiki/Anniversary#2016_.2850th.29
http://memory-alpha.wikia.com/wiki/Anniversary#2016_.2850th.29
http://memory-alpha.wikia.com/wiki/Gene_Roddenberry
http://memory-alpha.wikia.com/wiki/Star_Trek:_The_Next_Generation
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Ship’s BBS 

The Ship’s BBS was first introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where 
items of interest could be posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things do change from 
issue to issue, so keep checking back each issue, and if you’ve got an item you’d like to share, feel free to send it in.  

* Help Wanted! 
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help! 
The following positions are open: 
- Second Officer: Third in Command of the chapter! Serve on 

the senior staff. Responsible for keeping accurate service 
records and maintaining the promotion system. The Second 
Officer also acts to assist the CO and XO in other capacities, 
including (but not limited to) heading special projects or 
doubling in a senior staff position if there are multiple 
vacancies and the Executive Officer is already filling one of 
them. (This position requires STARFLEET membership in 

good standing.) 
- Chief of Communications: Serve on the senior staff, and 

be a leader of the members in the Communications Division. 
Have a direct voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight 
methods of communication, audio-visual media, languages, 
etc., both in the Trek Universe and in real life. (This position 
requires STARFLEET membership in good standing.) 

   Contact CAPT Sarah or CMDR Michelle if you’d like to 
volunteer! 

- Chief Security Officer: Serve on the senior staff, and be a 
leader of the members in the Security Division. Have a direct 
voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight security, safety, 
portable weaponry, police function, and small-unit ground 
tactics interests, both in the Trek Universe and in real life. 
(This position requires STARFLEET membership in good 
standing.) 

   Contact CAPT Sarah or CMDR Michelle if you’d like to 
volunteer!  

- Press Officer: Write and distribute press releases to the 
ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media 
personnel, and help craft our club image to the world at 
large! 

- Microsoft Access-Knowledgeable Members: Members 
who know Access are needed to help revive the ship’s 
database and educate the CO and XO (et al.) on the best 
way to maintain it. This skill will also be important for the 
Second Officer, when one is chosen. 

- Storytellers: See “Avenger Fiction Update” later in this 
column. 

Contact CAPT Sarah or CMDR Michelle if you’d like to volunteer!  
 
* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love 

to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our 
members bring to the group, and can be as simple as 
something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy! 
Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event 
Planner and begin your adventure today. Event Planners 
contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners 
and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship 
meeting. This is a way for everyone to find out the details of 
what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to 
do! We need your help, because if no one coordinates events, 
they don’t happen!! 
 
 

* Internet Resources: 
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the 
Internet! Check ‘em out... 
-  The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can 

find information about your fellow crewmates and read online 
logs from your division chief:  http://www.ussavenger.org/ 

-  The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated 
news from the Avenger via email and special website 
features. Check it out at: 

 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-sfi  
- Avenger is also well-represented on Facebook, with both a 

page and a group. The page is generally updated with 
information directed more to the general public, while the 
group includes more of the discussions, events 
announcements, and cross-chatter among members and 
friends. The URLs are: 

 Avenger Facebook Group: http://www.facebook.com/
groups/27371220186/ 

 Avenger Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
USS-Avenger/159162957480482 

-  Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF 
format, on the Avenger website. 

 
* Our CaféPress Store has closed: Recently, when we tried 
to update our store, CafePress abruptly began denying the use 
of our logo imagery, even though it was the same material that 
had been used for years prior. For this reason, we no longer 
have a CafePress store. We are taking suggestions for 
alternative strategies for creating Avenger materials.  
 
* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested 
members are invited to join a community called Project SIMELE. 
“SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET In the Movie and Early Lost 
Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of STARFLEET 
who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are fictionally set 
in the timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the Star Trek 
Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the Avenger.) 
It’s designed to provide a venue for members to share 
resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in this 
era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative fiction, and so 
forth. Come check the group out at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/ 
 

* Avenger Blueprints! 
Do you find yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty 
while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of 
these spiffy blueprint maps! 
 
From the Federation Frontiers 
publishing office, we are pleased 
to offer General Plans for the 
Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate. No 
starship, save the famous line of 
those named Enterprise, has 
received this much attention to 
detail.   
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The twenty (20) sheet set includes: 
    - Construction history 
    - Ship's directory 
    - Six (6) external views 
    - Full starship specifications  
    - Equipment listing (with system contractors) 
    - Four (4) cross-section views 
    - Plan views of all eleven  decks at 1:600 scale 
    - Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main 

engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay, 
transporter complex, and auxiliary control. 

 
For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at 
mrupprecht@hindlepowerinc.com, or just visit the Federation 

Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star Trek 
technical documents: http://federationfrontiers.tripod.com/
fh1860/ 
 
The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate General Plans cost a mere 
$10.00 for Avenger crew members, and can be purchased 
directly from Alex Rosenzweig. You can also buy the plans via 
mail order for $12, which includes shipping charges. Money 
orders are preferred, and will speed delivery. However, 
personal checks are acceptable and should be payable to 
“Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for 
$15.00 and deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order, 
simply print out the handy order form at web site, or send your 
name, address, e-mail address, number and type of sets 
desired, along with your check or money order, to the following 
address: 

   Federation Frontiers 
   c/o Michael C. Rupprecht 
   3711 Bloomingdale Drive 
   Hillsborough, NJ  08844-5531 
 
* Avenger Fiction Update 
- The story of the ship’s latest change of command is now in 

the outlining process. 
- Contributions of stories set in the Avenger’s fictional universe, 

of any length, are welcome and sought! 
- Ideas and suggestions for future possible group collaborations 

are welcomed, too. Feel free to send them to ADM Alex, or 
even pitch them to the Avenger’s e-mail list. 

- Suggestions for interesting characters to fill open spots in 
Avenger’s fictional crew are wanted! You can provide just 

some rough notes, or a full character file. If you’d like to get 
in on the fun, check in with ADM Alex. 

- And don’t forget to work on keeping your own main 
character’s file up-to-date, too! Or create one if you haven’t 
done so yet. Check with ADM Alex for assistance if you need 
it.     

 
* Quote for this Issue: 
“I am a part of all I have met.” - Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson           

Ship’s BBS 

“Arrival at the Tangara Anomaly”, by Dave Metlesits 
(from DeviantArt) 

[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

“U.S.S. Kelvin”, from Intel 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

IMAGE GALLERY 
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“Klingon Patrol”, by dragonpyper (from DeviantArt) 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

IMAGE GALLERY 

“A Beautiful Site”, by enterprisedavid (from DeviantArt) 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

Trekkin’ the Web 

From Alex Rosenzweig: 
 
Gulliver’s Gate 

   Leave the Land of Large and enter an 
amazing new experience, located at the 
crossroads of the world, Times Square. 
   A full city block wide, Gulliver's Gate is 
a technologically advanced, interactive 
and immersive world of miniatures that 
will ignite your imagination and challenge 
your perspective. 

   The exhibit will include miniature scale 
models of well-known sites and places 
from our world, and fictional worlds, 
connected by train tracks and highways 
featuring all manners of transportation 

known to mankind – from horses and elephants to hot air 
ba l l oon s ,  j e t  p l anes ,  and  space  shu t t l e s .  
   There will be a variety of scenes from various places around 
the world. Obviously as an American company and a New York 
venue, there will be an emphasis on scenes from the US, but 
Europe and Africa and Asia and Australia will also be displayed, 
as well as lands that otherwise only exist in our imagination. All 
of them will be packed with a lot of “action,” surprises, and 
humor. There’s even a plan to have a model of the 
international space station hovering above us in the air. One of 
the highlights will be a functioning airport with planes taking off 
and landing. 
https://gulliversgate.com/ 
 
National Museum of Mathematics 
   Welcome to the National 
Museum of Mathematics! 
   Mathematics illuminates 
the patterns and structures 
all around us. The 
museum’s dynamic exhibits, gallery, and programs will 
stimulate inquiry, spark curiosity, and reveal the wonders of 
mathematics. MoMath has innovative exhibits that will engage 
folks from 105 to 5 years old (and sometimes younger), but 

with a special emphasis on activities for 4th through 8th 
graders. 
   The Museum is located at 11 East 26th Street in Manhattan 
and is open from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, seven days a week, 
364 days a year (MoMath is closed on Thanksgiving Day). 
http://momath.org/  
 
 
From Sarah Bolick: 
 
Patrick Rothfuss 

   This is the official site of the fantasy 
author of The Name of the Wind, The 
Wise Man’s Fear, and The Slow Regard 
of Silent Things. He’s not only an 
author, he also founded a charity called 
Worldbuilders, based on the fact that 
the geek community is full of good-
hearted people wanting to make the 
world a better place. Worldbuilders 
works within the community to bridge 
the gap between our fellow nerds and 
some charities doing the best work in 

their respective fields. These charities include First Book (which 
providing new books, educational resources and other 
essentials to kids in need), Mercy Corps (which provides 
humanitarian aid both in times of crisis and to help build 
communities around the globe), and Heifer International (which 
works with communities to end world hunger and poverty and 
to care for the Earth). 
   Patrick Rothfuss’s books are New York Times bestsellers. He’s 
written three so far and is working on his fourth. 
http://patrickrothfuss.com/content/index.asp 
 
 
 
Do you have a favorite website that’s sci-fi/fantasy/science/
technology/space related? Think other members might enjoy it? 
Don’t hesitate to share! Send in a description and a URL to 
ADM Alex Rosenzweig, so we can include it here.  
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11 June 2017 – Avenger Ship Meeting 
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM 
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Comedy in Science Fiction. Is the Future Funny? 
(Moderated by ADM Alex Rosenzweig) Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun! 
Event Coordinator: CAPT Sarah Bolick, staryeyedgoddess@gmail.com 
 
17 June 2017 – Avenger 32nd Anniversary Party 
Casa del Rosenzweig, 7 Keats Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 12:00 PM 
We invite everyone to join us for Avenger's anniversary picnic. Good friends, good fun, and good food! We 
must request that attendees either contribute $10 toward defraying event costs, or bring a food/beverage 
item for about 10-15 people. If you'd like to bring a food item, please coordinate with CAPT Sarah or 
CMDR Michelle, so we don't have eight people bringing desserts! 
 
(Oh! One important note: For health reasons, we must insist that no shellfish dishes be brought into the 
house, in any manner.) 
 
Please let us know by 14 June if you plan on attending, so we can ensure that we have enough food/supplies on-hand. Thanks! 
 
We hope to see many of you as we celebrate 32 years of fandom aboard the Avenger! 
Event Coordinators: CAPT Sarah Bolick, staryeyedgoddess@gmail.com, and CMDR Michelle Lampson, michadcc@gmail.com  
 
18 June 2017 – U.S.S. Avenger Trip to Longwood Gardens 
1001 Longwood Rd, Kennett Square, PA, 11:00 AM 
After several years of refurbishment, the main fountain gardens have reopened! We'll be celebrating this by 
returning to Longwood Gardens this June, to enjoy the wonder and beauty of this fabulous location. If you love 
flowers and trees, artful landscaping, horticulture and floriculture, and even tree houses, this is a place you 
should see! We hope you'll join us. 
Event Cost: Adult admission is $23.00; Seniors and college students - $20.00; Youth (age 5-18) - $12.00; 
      0-4 –Free 
                 Allow some funds for having some food on-site. 
Event Coordinator: ADM Alex Rosenzweig, alexr1860@optimum.net 
Event Website: https://longwoodgardens.org/ 
 
13 August 2017 – Avenger Ship Meeting 
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM 
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Thoughts and Hopes for “Star Trek: 
Discovery” (Moderated by ADM Alex Rosenzweig) Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for 
all the fun! 
Event Coordinator: CAPT Sarah Bolick, staryeyedgoddess@gmail.com 
 
10 September 2017 – Avenger Ship Meeting 
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM 
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Stargazing – How to Get the Most Out of 
Watching the Skies (Moderated by CMDR Mark Bolick) Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us 
for all the fun! 

Event Coordinator: CAPT Sarah Bolick, staryeyedgoddess@gmail.com 
 
 
NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can make 
the proper arrangements. Thanks! 

Mission Docket 

Upcoming Events 
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Avenger News 155 Deadline: July 31, 2017 
Please send all submissions to Michelle Lampson 

michadcc@gmail.com 

The Next Meeting of the U.S.S. Avenger will be: 
Sunday, August 13, 2017 

2:00 PM 
 

North Brunswick Public Library 
880 Hermann Road 

North Brunswick, NJ  08902 
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org 

U.S.S. Avenger 
7 Keats Road 

North Brunswick, NJ  08902-3426 


