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Second Star to the Left
BY SARAH BOLICK

Hi everyone! I know I’ve not been in this seat long, but we
do have some serious problems that need to be addressed. I
want to tackle them head on without putting pressure on
anyone. Hence this letter.
As many of you know, we are suffering some pretty serious
problems. They include (and this is a very general and nonfinger pointing list): Severe apathy regarding anything the
chapter does, sporadic meeting attendance, lack of enthusiasm,
unwillingness to pull together as a cohesive group. I don’t know
about any of you, but the reason I joined fleet was because of
what it represented. From many we become one. We unify and
use our greatest strengths to create something amazing. We
can’t all be good at the same things so we use our strengths to
support our neighbor to pull something together and create.
This only works when there are enough people support and do
it. But of late we have had people step down for perfectly
legitimate reasons in their lives, and that’s okay because
normally others pick up the slack. But we have lost too many in
the keystone arch and we are at grave risk of not even being
able to hold our shape any longer. Together we all swim or

together we all drown. We got here together creating this
wonderful chapter, but we also will fall together if we cannot
find the thread that binds us.
So I ask you, why did you join STARFLEET? Why did you join
the Avenger? What do you want out of STARFLEET, and the
Avenger? What makes you excited and say, “Wow, that’s so
cool, this is why I’m a part of this!” What makes your heart
swell with joy and pride of what we are? Why do you want to
be on the Avenger now? Why is it important for you to keep
the ship still going after 31 years? Yes we have a lot of great
memories, but why are you still vested in the Avenger? What
makes this any different from friends that go out and on
occasion do activities together? I can’t make it any simpler, nor
can I sugarcoat it: we either come back to ALL attack this with
renewed fervor or we all decide to let it go. There is nothing in
between.

Captain Sarah Bolick
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From the Depths
of Rura Penthe
BY MICHELLE LAMPSON

Greetings to all!
Today it’s a balmy 19 degrees F, which is warm compared to
the 4 degrees we had two days ago. The weather has been
sorta crazy since the beginning of February; I've seen highs
near 60 and lows nearing zero, all within a week or so of each
other. Nature is cycling back and forth between frigid and
spring. I truly wish it would make up its mind already!
For those just joining us, I'm writing to you from Avenger's
Remote Science Outpost in Washburn, Wisconsin –
affectionately known as Rura Penthe for our downright bonechilling winters. The Outpost is located about six blocks from
the largest freshwater lake in North America, if not the world –
Lake Superior. Also stationed here are my son Anakin, my
daughter Marinna, and the Outpost Cat, Jean Luc.
When the time comes, I'll likely need Alex's literary genius to
figure out how to explain in my character story how an XO
winds up being permanently stationed so far away from the
ship – while retaining the position of XO. Shounl be fun!
On a more serious note, you may be aware that the chapter
is facing a membership crisis. We've seen a decline in activity,
participation, and actual membership numbers that is rapidly
reaching a critical point. The Command Staff has spent much of
its time since September trying to figure out why this is
happening and brainstorming ways to reverse the decline. We
know we need to recruit new members while also revitalizing
current crew.
AVENGER NEWS #153— FEBRUARY 2017

To do this, we need YOUR help in answering these questions:
 What works and what doesn't work?
 How do we keep you interested and having fun?
 What should we do to attract new recruits?
 Are there things we should be doing differently?
 Are there things we are not doing that we should be
doing?
 Are there things we are doing but shouldn't be?
The Command Staff can't reverse the decline by themselves;
we need everyone being active and contributing in the ways
that work best for them. Complex problems require complex
solutions that involve the creativity, enthusiasm, and skills of a
diverse group of people.
As XO, part of my job is doing whatever I can to improve the
morale of the crew. My door is always open.
Please contact me via email (michadcc@gmail.com) for
anything ship-related or if you just want to talk. :)
In Service,
Cmdr. Michelle Lampson, XO
U.S.S. Avenger – Region 7
Rura Penthe – aka Washburn Wisconsin – Region 6
michadcc@gmail.com
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Roster Update
Additions--Welcome Aboard!
1) David Davenport
Associate
1075 Easton Avenue, #355
Somerset, NJ 08873-1648
(862) 222-4373
ddavenport08901@yahoo.com

Commendations—Congratulations!
1) Commander Michelle Lampson – Command
Changes and Revisions—Where Are They Now?
1) CAPT Sarah Bolick should now be listed as Commanding
Officer
2) CMDR Michelle Lampson should now be listed as Executive
Officer
3) ADM Alex Rosenzweig should now be listed as Chief Science
Officer
4) CAPT Matthew Rielly should now be listed as an Engineering
Advisor
5) CAPT Norman Van Houten should now be listed (again) as
Chief of Operations

2) Ensign Scott Vogin
Mission Support Specialist
2150 Lisa Drive, Apt. B
Warrington, PA 18976-1830
(215) 322-7673
E-Mail: svogin1@verizon.net
Promotions—Congratulations!
1) Commander Sarah Bolick to Captain
2) Commander Norman Van Houten to Captain
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“Tunnel View—Yosemite National Park”, from Bing
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]

MEMBERSHIP ALLEY
INDIVIDUAL U.S.S. AVENGER RENEWAL $10.00
(Family Memberships $12.50)

FOR STARFLEET

MEMBERS,

AVENGER

MEMBERSHIP IS

FREE!

Your subscription lasts for six issues. With any luck and a lot of good will, they will be delivered in PDF format to a registered
forum online. Free Adobe Reader downloads available on the web - for a printed copy of your newsletter, just hit PRINT! But if
you want us to mail them to ya’ anyhow, please add $5.00.
Make out check or money order payable to USS Avenger.
7 Keats Road, North Brunswick, NJ 08902-3426
You can also renew at any ship meeting for your stamp-saving budget
Join the International fun of STARFLEET at www.sfi.org $10.00 gets you four electronic issues of the Communiqué and access to
the many fun programs STARFLEET offers. It also means that your next renewal with the Avenger is FREE!
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Starstuff

BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG
Greetings, all!
Well... It’s good to be back.
It has been quite some time since I wrote a column for

Avenger News, or even had an issue get printed. A lot of that is

I should mention that there are various mid-level positions in
the division that are open, so members can “advance”. For
example, I’m looking for an Assistant Chief Science Officer and
a Chief Scientist for each of the four subdivisions within
Sciences. But I will not just hand out positions/titles randomly.
Nope, not at all. But if a member gets active and involved, I’ll
definitely be looking to see who would be a good fit for a more
responsible position, the same way people can move up on an
“actual” starship. So, who’s up for it? If you think you’ve got
what it takes, show me!
Finally, I’d like to offer up some food for thought. Now, this
isn’t meant to be partisan; this is a Star Trek/sci-fi social club,
not a political action committee. That said, though, it’s clear
that, in recent years, science has come under attack in this
country. Be it evolution, climate science, or even basic
biological concepts like gender, science–and scientists who are
just trying to help Humanity learn more–have been placed
firmly in the crosshairs of those who don’t like what’s being
learned. I, for one, will stand against such attacks. They are not
acceptable. Star Trek shows us a universe in which science is
not only respected and honored, but is tied intrinsically with a
happy, prosperous civilization. And we can only reach a world
like that with an educated population. That’s why I also believe
so strongly in education and learning. By recognizing those
things as fun, we support all those goals.

my own fault, and for that I’ll start by apologizing. Life for me
has changed radically in the past couple of years, and one side
effect was that I no longer had the time to do the newsletter,
especially not as a one-man show, anymore. After a number of
months in which I simply couldn’t get an issue out, I resigned
as Editor-in-Chief of the newsletter. It was a job I loved, but I
wasn’t getting it done, and it wasn’t fair to you, the members,
for me to hang onto a title when I couldn’t do the work.
In the meantime, the Avenger has had another change of
command, with VADM Judy Waidlich standing down and leaving
the chapter, to be succeeded by CAPT Sarah Bolick. After
various discussions, CMDR Michelle Lampson, our new XO, has
taken the lead as Editor-in-Chief of Avenger News. I,
meanwhile, had transferred from the post of XO back to Chief
Science Officer, which is why I’m writing this column.
In this position, I consider it a goal to promote not only Star
Trek, but also science and education. (It helps, I think, that
Star Trek is a show, in all of its forms, that itself promotes the
importance of science.) What I hope the activities of this
division, in particular, will do is show that science and learning
are not just important, but are fun, too! Going out and
Let’s go have fun.
discovering new things is immensely satisfying, even if those
discoveries might take us in directions we never imagined. I Ad Astra!
hope that you all will join me on this journey. A great thing,
too, is that all of you have a chance to help in the journey, too, Alex
by sharing what you’d like to do, and even taking the lead in
ADM Alex Rosenzweig
coordinating an event or two.

IMAGE GALLERY

“Through the Generations”, by Dave Metlesits
(from DeviantArt)
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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“Predecessor Perhaps”, by Karanua (from DeviantArt)
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG

This column, in accordance with the Avenger Officer’s
Manual, is “a regular report of crew activities, in the form of a
column in Avenger News or as a separate mailing”. It started
out with the idea of being a roundup of divisional activities, but
is being retooled into a more general summary of chapter
events and highlights. As such, if there’s something you’d like
to share with the group—an idea, a suggestion, a personal
milestone, etc.—feel free to let me know and it can get
included. “SitRep” is a term used typically by the military or
other government groups. It’s an abbreviation for “Situation
Report”, a report given to both senior officers and subordinate
staff to make sure that, put simply, they know what’s going on.
And that’s what we do here.
Onward...and upward. :D

DIVISIONS:
Command:
Since the last issue of Avenger News, the Command
Division – indeed, the ship! – has changed a lot. The
biggest news is that VADM Judy Waidlich chose to resign
from the Avenger in August 2016. ADM Rosenzweig
served as Acting Commanding Officer until a new CO could be
elected, and at the beginning of October, CAPT Sarah Bolick
assumed command. After some discussion, ADM Rosenzweig
chose to step down as Executive Officer. Part of the idea was
to bring in some new ideas and perspectives, as well as to give
ADM Rosenzweig a break from command functions. As a result,
CMDR Michelle Lampson stepped up to assume the position of
Executive Officer. Both Sarah and Michelle have been working
hard trying to revitalize the chapter, but they are struggling
against crew apathy, which is a frustrating experience. They
would both LOVE to hear from members, especially members
who’d like to be more involved with making the chapter a fun
organization that all can enjoy.
We are still looking for a Second Officer. This is the person in
charge of the Avenger’s Promotion System, and the database
we use to maintain it. The Second Officer is also third in
command of the chapter. The person to fill this position should
be really interested in being involved, and in making a
difference for fellow members. Knowing how to handle an
Access database, or being willing to figure it out, is a big plus.
And, of course, STARFLEET membership in good standing is
necessary.

LT Dan Adler. Dan, thank you for your involvement and
support! It’s appreciated! The rest of you, there’s always time
to start getting involved, and that would be a lot of fun.
Meanwhile, ADM Alex also continues to serve as Press Officer
and Fiction Coordinator.

Medical:
So things have been stable since last issue in the
Medical Division. VADM Susan Bolick is still CMO! That’s
the good news. The bad news is that the members of
MedDiv are still a very quiet group. Susan would very
much like to hear from members, both those in MedDiv and
elsewhere. Please feel free to drop her a note via e-mail, or on
Facebook. She’d like to help make the division less quiet, but
she can’t do that all by herself!

Operations:
CAPT Norm Van Houten has returned to the position
of Chief of Operations. (Note that promotion, by the
way. Congrats, Norm!) His outreach attempts have also
resulted in a single member replying, but he really
hopes to hear from more folks and get OpsDiv humming, too.

Engineering:
When last we wrote this column, CAPT Matt Rielly
had been dealing with a family loss, and other family
and health matters have continued to weigh heavily on
him. This led to his resignation as Chief Engineer in
August of 2016. He remains a member of the chapter, but felt
he could no longer fulfill the responsibilities of a Command
Staff position. So the position of Chief Engineer is open, too,
until either Matt can return to it or another member is willing to
take it on. In the meantime, CAPT Norm is overseeing EngDiv
as well as OpsDiv. We invite all members of Engineering to
reach out to Norm, as well, and we hope that someone might
consider becoming Chief Engineer. It’s a great opportunity to
help the chapter and make a real difference.

Communications:

The Communications Division has also seen changes
since last issue, as LCDR Jennifer Lynch also stepped
down, citing the time demands of her business. We are
therefore seeking a Chief of Communications, as well,
someone who enjoys both the science and technology of
Sciences:
communication, and would like to take a leadership role in the
After stepping down as Executive Officer, ADM Alex chapter. In the meantime, ADM Alex from SciDiv is also
hopped back to a post he’d held for many years after overseeing CommDiv, and would love to hear from the
leaving command of the Avenger, that of Chief Science division’s members.
Officer. Once he got settled in back in the Chief’s office,
ADM Alex began sending missives out to the members of the Security:
division. Mostly, the response has been the sound of crickets,
COL Amber Roberts stepped down from the post of
though he is optimistic and hopes this will change. One
Chief of Security in January 2017. She will be staying on
member, however, has been consistently responding, and ADM
as OIC of the 769th Marine Strike Group (MSG). In the
Alex would like to give this member props and a hit o’ the hat:
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meantime, we are looking for a Chief of Security, as well. Until they’d like. Your input and support are crucial. The senior staff
one is found, VADM Susan Bolick will be taking SecDiv’s can’t do it alone.
members under her wing and keeping in touch with them, so
please drop Susan a line and say hi to her, too.
Mission Reports:

GENERAL:
Activity-wise, we have slowed down quite a bit relative to a
year or two ago. Part of this is because attendance at activities
has ranged from poor to non-existent, no matter what we’ve
tried. There are a few exceptions, but it’s been hard to figure
out what will draw folks out to enjoy the fun. We’d like to be
able to ramp up events again, but that will depend on what
you, the members, would like to do. The Command Staff would
very much like to hear from you with your suggestions. Some
recent events, along with ideas for others, include (in addition
to regular meetings):
 Attendance at the Region 7 Conference and STARFLEET
International Conference
 Video/Movie Days
 Group Trips to Film Releases (e.g., “Star Wars: Rogue One”,
“The Passengers”; “Arrival”; etc.)
 Skype Chats
 Avenger Fiction Workshops (either in-person or on-line via
Skype)
 Game Days
 Renaissance Faire Trips
 Trip to Peddler’s Village
 Trips to Museums and Educational Activities (e.g., The
Franklin institute; Independence Mall; the American Museum
of Natural History, the Metropolitan Museum of Art;
exhibitions at Discovery Times Square Exposition Center;
etc.)
 Hikes and/or Visiting Parks
 Pot Luck Dinners
 Book Club
 Knitting Group
 Group Attendance at Star Trek/Sci-Fi Conventions
If any of the items on this list look particularly interesting to
you, please let us know, and we’ll do our best to accommodate
your preferences.
In terms of a few more specifics, we’re always looking for
suggestions from folks for films you’d like to see as a group.
Feel free to share your suggestions on the Avenger’s mailing
list, in our Facebook group, or even by contacting any member
of the Command Staff. We’ll be heavily relying on your input to
determine what films we should see together as a group.
We’re looking forward to scheduling more video days, and
we’re definitely interested in knowing what films/TV shows
you’d like to watch together, and also if you’d be willing to
host such an event. (We’ve had some wonderfully generous
folks host these events in the past, but hopefully we won’t have
to keep going back to the same people over and over again. If
we can move things around a bit, that’d be welcome.)
If there’s something you’d like to suggest for an event, don’t
hesitate to speak up. We want to hold events that our members
want to attend, but we can only do what members tell us
AVENGER NEWS #153— FEBRUARY 2017

This section of the column features short
recaps of various Avenger and STARFLEET
events. To make it the best it can be, though, I
need your help. If you’ve been to an event, you
don’t need to write a whole long article. Just a
paragraph or two would be great. Send them to
me and I’ll include them here. And if you’ve got
pictures you want to supply, that, too, would be pretty
awesome. (By the way, if a lot of folks contribute for a single
activity, it could always be broken out into a separate article,
and if you want to write a stand-alone piece, don’t let this
feature stop you from doing so! It’s not an either-or
proposition, just another way to share.)

22-24 July 2016 – “Star Trek Beyond” Premiere and
Recruiting Operation

We were a bit late
getting our recruiting
plans off the ground,
but in the end, we
were able to secure
space at the local
Regal Cinemas and
get
our
usual
recruiting
op
underway. We faced a
few more obstacles than we had last time, including fewer
available members to support the operation and less time to
plan publicity, but we still pulled together an outstanding
recruiting display, complete with laptops running promotional
information presentations and tabletop items to catch attention
of passers-by. As in
previous years, this
recruiting location is
not an ideal one, as
we face away from
people entering the
theater, and the boxoffice is in an area
closer to the outside,
so we have to hope
we can catch the eye of persons leaving the movies. We also
ran into something we’ve seen before, but was still an
impediment to recruiting: turnout for the film was way down,
so there were just fewer people to talk to. And to complicate
matters even more, health issues required some of the
recruiting team to be off-site more than we’d planned.
That all said, we still had a good time, chatting with people,
enjoying Star Trek, and even recruiting a new member.
(Welcome, David Davenport!) We also (for once, the case of
some of us) enjoyed the film a lot, and the broad consensus
was that it did a much better job of “feeling” like Star Trek than
the previous films by Mr. Abrams.
We also noticed that we have this thing down to a science,
which made setting up the table easy and straightforward. Our
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big lesson learned
was the need to get
started much earlier.
Not only did delays
almost cost us the
opportunity entirely,
but it also prevented
us from building a
better
publicity
campaign (especially with our charity tie-in to the theater’s
foundation, which we aptly named Starships of Hope!).
Finally, I would like to take a moment to thank the folks who
came out to help that weekend, in addition to myself: VADM
Judy Waidlich, COMM Cher Schleigh, CAPT Matt Rielly, CAPT
Frank Warren, FCAPT Brenda Bell, LCDR Wendy Bell, and CMDR
Sarah Bolick. Without your help, we couldn’t have pulled it off!
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)

mockup was placed within a strikingly-lit framework, and
backed by a wall that looked like a starship setting, with very
Trek-like consoles and viewers. I had been on-hand for the rollout of the refurbished exterior mockup in New Jersey, and it
was very rewarding to see on full display.
At that point, we parted ways with the Justice party. They
had already been to the Starfleet Academy experience, while
that part of the trip was still ahead of Sarah and me. So our
next stop was the Starfleet Academy...or, at least, a satellite
facility. The exhibition was pretty neat, with a lot of basic
scientific and technological information offered in a Star Trek
setting. Each segment focused on a particular StarFleet
specialization—Sciences, Helm, Medical, Tactical–and offered
games/simulations to see the skills involved. The finale was a
semi-replica of a Galaxy-class bridge, with stations at which
attendees could sit and take a Kobayashi Maru test. In the end,
both Sarah and I qualified as Sciences specialists.
Overall, while a bit simplified for the general public, it was
still great fun and a good chance to play Trek for a while.
6 August 2016 – Trip to U.S.S. Intrepid Sea, Air, and (ADM Alex Rosenzweig)

Space Museum and Starfleet Academy Experience

CMDR Sarah Bolick and I
joined a party from the U.S.S.
Justice to explore the
Intrepid, as well as the Space
Shuttle Enterprise and the
shuttlecraft Galileo . The
Intrepid is a great museum,
with a lot of wonderful
information about not just the
ship, but also the experience
of serving in the Navy in World War II and the 1950s and early
‘60s. We very much enjoyed that part of the tour, and it was
good to share it with our friends from the Justice. The
highlights for us, though, were the Enterprise and Galileo. The
Space Shuttle Pavilion is a dramatic structure, from the entry
corridor where one can hear
radio broadcasts about
space shuttle missions and,
if one looks, one can see, in
the shadows, portions of
one wing and the tail.
When one emerges into
the main pavilion, the
shuttle dominates, close
enough that one can walk
up and touch the landing gear...though the museum staff are
quick to request that such not happen. On one side is an
elevated balcony which one can ascent and thereby see the
upper side of the shuttle, and it affords some grand, dramatic
views of the craft. On the
main floor are a variety of
displays covering the Space
Shuttle Program and its
history. The program’s
connection to Star Trek was
even covered, detailing how
the vehicle got its name.
The Galileo display was also
very cool. The shuttlecraft
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12-14 August 2016 – Trekonderoga
22-23 October 2016 – Doug Drexler Visits Ticonderoga

This was technically not a chapter activity. However, I include
it here because it should be.
The first of these events was
Trekonderoga, a convention
built around the standing sets
at Retro Studios. Formerly the
home of the fan production
“Star Trek: New Voyages”,
after production shut down on the episodes, James Cawley
made a deal to license the sets as an ongoing, museum quality
reproduction of the famous Stage 9 on the Desilu lot in the late
1960s, the home of the original Star Trek TV series.
Meticulously researched and reproduced by James and his team
of volunteers, these sets offer the closest thing possible to
traveling back in time to the 1960s and walking on those sets at
Desilu/Paramount. And the experience itself is, to put it plainly,
mind-blowing. It truly feels like one is walking on those sets!
And at this location, groups of people take tours through the
facility, with guides to share insights and anecdotes.
Trekonderoga brings a
guest-list of stars to
Upstate New York. This
year, the guests included
Gary Lockwood, BarBara
Luna, Louise Sorel, Keir
Dullea, Beverly Washburn,
and Felix Silla. There were
also a variety of panels
and talks, and, of course, tours throughout the weekend. CMDR
Sarah Bolick and I traveled up to the event, arriving late on
Friday. Over the course of the weekend, we attended several
panels, had a couple of photo-ops, and toured the sets twice.
Our second tour, with which we seem to have begun a semitradition, took place on Monday morning, just before we left
town. We also got an unexpected treat. We had asked to get a
tour guided by James Cawley himself. At first we were told,
“Maybe,” and that he was in the midst of a tour at the moment.
AVENGER NEWS #153— FEBRUARY 2017
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We went across the
str e et
an d
h ad
breakfast, and got
back just as James
was coming out from
his tour. Upon being
told that a request
had been made for
him, he was about to
say no, but saw Sarah and me standing there, and agreed. As it
turned out, there was no one else for that tour, so we got a
“command performance”, though since we’d already had a tour
just the other day, James dispensed with the usual patter, and
we just explored and chatted. When we reached the bridge, we
got our next treat. Just before James could start taking us
around the bridge, the two gents from the B-Movie Blues
Brothers Band—who had done a show on Saturday evening—
stopped by two say goodbye to James. Sarah and I fully
expected James to ask us to wait a moment while he spoke to
them, but he sort of waved us on. For the next few minutes, he
continued to speak with them and left us to explore on our
own. Thinking about it later, we felt truly blessed by the gift of
trust he’d given us.
All in all, it was an amazing weekend. We had a wonderful
time, and we promised James that we’d definitely be back “next
year”. Little did we know that we’d be back again much
sooner!
Not
long
after
Trekonderoga, the Set Tour
posted the announcement
that a special guest would
be coming to Ticonderoga:
long-time Star Trek Art
Department veteran and
superfan Doug Drexler.
Now, it just so happens that
I’ve been long-distance
friends with Doug for many
years, due to my love of Trek tech and design, but I had never
met the man in person. This was a golden opportunity, and
after a bit of discussion, Sarah and I worked out that we could
do it. Rather than take another day off from work, we planned
to leave early on Saturday and drive up, planning to get there
by mid-afternoon. The trip took a bit longer than we’d planned,
but we managed to reach Retro Studios in time for the last
tour.
Doug D. was electric. He
was a kid in a candy store,
and his delight was
everywhere. He was a font
of detailed information and
the insights that only
working in direct contact
with some of the people
who made the original Star
Trek could bring. And he is
a fan, still, just like us, which decades of working on the shows
have not dimmed. Meeting him was a true joy. I wished we’d
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been able to spend more time
talking, but Doug had to catch
a very early flight out on
Sunday morning. Maybe next
time.
Before we left Ticonderoga
on Sunday, we again stopped
by the studio for another tour,
this time accompanied by our new friend Daiv Golden, whom
we had met at dinner the night before and who would stay with
us for several days while visiting family and exploring the area.
(We might have tried to recruit him, but he lives in San
Francisco.) Our guide this time was a young lady probably born
during the original run of TNG. Once it was clear that the three
of us knew more than she did, she mostly let us chatter. She
later commented that part of the job was knowing when to talk
and when to listen, especially with the Tour attracting many
hardcore fans. After the tour, we stopped to chat with James
for a short time before saying goodbye, and watched (and
helped a little) as he chose the correct buttons from a bag of
precast controls to match the color patterns on a photo of
Scotty’s console in Main Engineering. That was very cool, too,
because he shared a little glimpse into his process, as it were.
For Sarah and me, James’s warmth and hospitality really
made our trips to Ticonderoga special, and we very much
appreciate him for that. We strongly support him and his team,
and hope others will, too.
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)

20 August 2016 – Newark Comic Con

Newark Comic Con.
Picture this: Fade in... The
Rosenzweigs are driving
Anduril (their trusty Prius)
on final approach. As we
close in, we come to realize
that we will be outside for
the duration of the HOT
day.
Waterfront Center. We’re
beginning to set up, with the sun beating down on the
pavement a scant few feet from the sliver of shade we have for
our table. To our left, a designer and purveyor of cartoon
drawings, from manga to anime. His work was glorious. The
vendors to our right came well after we did, and their table was
in the full, oppressive sun. Meanwhile, I was slightly crisping on
my neck, shoulders, and back. My Minion was on the
communication relay, attempting to lighten the mood and fill
the air with humor, to which my announcement to her was,
“Take thee to a punnery...post-haste!!!”.
It wasn’t until several hours in that the Blackstone arrived.
Kind words were said, and stories were shared of the frivolity of
this thing we call life. With a cold drink in hand, merry laughter
could be heard emanating from our table. Further hilarity
ensued between the Minion and the Blackstone, each reveling
in the punnery, with several passers-by stopping just to hear
said punnery and guffawing.
Come just a bit past the midday hour, the Rosenzweigs
exchanged a look. “What are we doing here when it’s only
going to get HOTTER??!” the look said. Tossing a sympathetic
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look toward the Blackstone, the three debated the merits of
staying. There seemed to be few. Not that many people braved
the outdoor vendor area in the heat of the day. It was then
decided to depart. Collecting their meager worldly possessions
(it wasn’t one of our best displays), and loaded like three pack
mules, they repaired to their vehicles.
Taking the Blackstone’s recommendation for a place of
covered roof and cold winds, the Rosenzweigs departed to find
respite, and good food.
And thus ends our tale of the Newark Comic Con. Fade to
black.
(CAPT Sarah Bolick)
Lesson learned: If a convention is scheduled for high
summer, and they tell you their dealers’ area is outside, run.
Run fast. Run far away...
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)

28-30 October 2016 – Region 7 Conference

A Regional Conference is
a great way to meet folks
beyond those just in the
chapter, and to participate
in the larger STARFLEET
community. This year’s
was no different, and in
2016, the focus was
squarely on Star Trek itself, celebrating the 50th Anniversary of
our favorite sci-fi franchise. Panels on both the club and on
Trek abounded, and it was great fun to participate. An
important theme all the way through was the value of
friendship and our fandom community.
One highlight was the
Halloween party Saturday
evening. Sarah and I had
decided ahead of time that
we wanted to do a couple’s
costume this year. After
some thought, I had an
idea, and we executed it
that evening. I wore a red sweater with a “P” emblazoned on it.
Sarah wore a pale blue sweater with the letter “N” emblazoned
on it. We also put our cat, Jinx, into an infant-sized onesie, and
put the letter “E” on it. We photographed her in her “outfit”,
and then printed out the photo and attached it to a hula hoop,
which we then held around the two of us. We wondered who
might be able to figure out what we were. I’m not sure if we
were more amused or chagrined that in a room full of people,
only two or three actually figured it out. Look for the answer in
the Ship’s BBS.
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Sarah and I both enjoyed ourselves, and we are already
looking forward to the 2017 Conference.
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)

17 December 2016 – U.S.S. Avenger Goes Rogue Movie Trip to “Star Wars: Rogue One”
On a cold day in mid-December,
CAPT Sarah Bolick, LTJG Daniel
Negron, and I braved the aftermath of
the snow to check out the newest film
in the Star Wars franchise. Since
Daniel was the only responding
member for this event, we decided to
see the film at a theater near his
home, in Manville, NJ. Knowing, too,
that his primary mode of
transportation was his bike, we opted
to pick him up rather than have him
brave the icy roads on just the
bicycle.
We reached the theater in plenty of time to buy tickets and
get good seats. As we settled down to watch the film, we
weren’t sure what to expect. Episode VII (“The Force
Awakens”) had been mostly a retread of previous films, but
trailers for “Rogue One” had been very exciting.
In the end, we were not disappointed. “Rogue One” was not
only a solid addition to the Star Wars franchise, it was a really
enjoyable film in its own right. Oh, it had a fair number of the
tropes used so often that they’ve become Star Wars clichés, but
the story held together and was a lot of fun to watch. We had a
good time!
Following the film, we moved on to sharing lunch at the
Manville Diner, a small place, but one with good food. We
shared some good conversation, both recapping our thoughts
on the film and general chatter.
With lunch complete, we drove Daniel home and headed off
ourselves, looking forward to the next movie we’d share
together.
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)
Special thanks to those who have contributed to this column!
It’s really appreciated. We invite anyone who went to an event
and would like to share to also contribute a paragraph or two
to this column! It’s quick and easy, and it’s great to share
different views of what the club and its members are doing!
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STARFLEET and Region 7 News
- U.S.S. Excalibur, NCC-26517, based in Washington, NC,
Region 1, CAPT Ken Coots, Commanding
STARFLEET News:
** Executive Committee News:
- The Executive Committee for the new administration is as
follows:
Commander, STARFLEET: FADM Robert Westfall
(cs@sfi.org)
Vice-Commander, STARFLEET: RADM Dan Toole
(vcs@sfi.org)
Chief of Operations: FCAPT Ron Coleman (ops@sfi.org)
Chief of Communications: RADM Denine Sanders
(comms@sfi.org)
Commandant, STARFLEET Academy: ADM Glen Diebold
(academy@sfi.org)
Chief of Computer Operations: VADM Mike Dugas
(compops@sfi.org)
Chief Financial Officer: GEN Linda Olson (cfo@sfi.org)
** Admiralty Board Updates:
- COMM Richard Sams has been elected as the Region 20
Regional Coordinator.
** The final New Member Report for 2016 was as follows:
Total Fleet Strength is 5,099 persons, with 236
chapters. The most recent report is: Total Fleet
Strength is 5,101 persons, with 237 chapters.

** STARFLEET Shakedown Operations has announced the
launching of the following chapters:
- U.S.S. Arrowhead, NX-75015, based in Highland, CA,
Region 4, BGR Bill West, Commanding
** The Department of Technical Services (DTS) is seeking
talented artists to help execute engineering drawings of
starships and space stations. If you’re interested,
contact ADM Alex Rosenzweig at shoc-dts@sfi.org or
alexr1860@optimum.net, or by US Post at 980 Linwood
Place North Brunswick, NJ 08902-2267.
** Membership Perks have been established for
STARFLEET members. Here is where to find discount
codes to all of our Membership Perk Partners:
- Surf to the STARFLEET Database at https://db.sfi.org/
- Log on using your database ID (provided to you as part of
your membership packet, but if you don't know what your
User ID and password is, please contact the STARFLEET
Help Desk)
- Click on the "MEMBER" button on the left side to show the
menu of available member tools
- Click on the "MEMBERSHIP PERK" button.
On this page, you'll see all of STARFLEET's Membership
Perks and their discount codes for you to use!
For more information about STARFLEET's Membership
Perks, please visit: http://perks.sfi.org/

** All the Membership Processing equipment has been ** And we have a new Membership Perk! STARFLEET is
transferred from the CA team to the new teams. It arrived
pleased to offer 25% off full memberships at
just before the holidays, so things have been a little slow
TrekDating.com, a niche online dating site where you can
getting up and running. FADM Westfall asked that we bear
upload pictures and chat to people who love Star Trek as
with Dan and the MP folks while they finish getting
much as you. To get started, setup your free profile at
everything up and running again so that membership
http://trekdating.com
packets can once again start flowing.
To access the discount code, login to the SFI Member
Database at http://db.sfi.org and go to "Members >
** CQ 189 (October-December 2016) is now available!
Membership Perks".
- Shareable link:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/0B_En1C5XBZEBWVdwNTRUeDFZOU0/view?usp=sharing
** STARFLEET Marines News
- The General Staff for 2017 are as follows:

** The 2016 Recruiting Contest winners were:
- 1st Place - U.S.S. Golden Gate, Region 4, with
members
- 2nd Place - U.S.S. Cuchulain, Region 20, with
members
- 3rd Place - U.S.S. Discovery, Region 12 with
members
- Honorable Mention - U.S.S. Bismark, Region 5,
new members

16 new
12 new
11 new
with 10

** STARFLEET Operations has announced
the commissioning of the following
chapters:
- U.S.S. Apollo, NCC-82611, based in
Frisco, TX, Region 3, CAPT Robert Zane,
Commanding
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Commandant - BGN Jari James
Deputy Commandant - GEN Mike McGowan
CO Finances Command - MGN Barry Jackson
CO Forces Command - COL Brian Allen
CO Information Command - MGN Mark Anderson
CO Training Command - BGN Shane Russell
Sergeant Major/SFMC - MGSGT Jerry Stoddard
- A new addition to the list of charities eligible for the
Commandant's Campaign Award [CCA] for the 2017 cycle is
the SPCA [Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals - aka: Humane Society].
** STARFLEET International Conference News
- Registrations for IC2017 are currently being taken. The IC
will be held in New Orleans on 18-20 August 2017. For
more information, check out their website:
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http://www.ic2017.org
and Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/STARFLEETs-2017-InternationalConference-1631094283819289/

Region 7 News:
** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet
cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com) For further
info, contact Mike Stein at JusticeOC@aol.com or check out
the Region 7 website at http://www.region7.com

The Avenger in Fiction
Ships of “Star Trek: Avenger”, Part VI
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG

“Space, The Final Frontier... These are the continuing voyages destroyed in battle with the U.S.S. Enterprise in the Mutara
of the starship Avenger. Her ongoing mission: to explore
Sector. [Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate General Deck Plans/”Star
strange, new worlds; to seek out new life and new civilizations;
Trek II: The Wrath of Khan”]
to boldly go where no one has gone before.”
Renner, U.S.S.
Renner-class corvette, registry NCC-3250,
Many members’ questions have dealt with the fictional
commissioned 2287. Matthew Rielly served aboard the RenAvenger. Since we call for members to make up personnel files
ner from 2297 to 2299. [Character File—Matthew Rielly]
for their characters and invite them to write stories in the
“Avengerverse”, members want to know just how our fictional
Resolution, U.S.S. Avenger-class heavy frigate, registry NCCuniverse works. What does the fictional Avenger do? How does it 1877, recommissioned late 2279. The Resolution had originally
fit into the Star Trek Universe as portrayed on TV and in the
been commissioned as a Detroyat-class heavy destroyer with
films, books, comics, etc.? To answer these questions, and to
registry NCC-1101 in the early 23rd Century, and served as the
(hopefully) keep you folks entertained, this series of articles was testbed for the development of the Surya-class design, evenborn.
tually being converted to that configuration and re-registered.
Initially, the Resolution was going to be re-registered as NCCIn this issue, while we await the completion of the next new
1850, but testing problems led to delays, and the ship was
stories, we’ll return to a review of the ships that have been intro- eventually renumbered 1877 and dropped to late in the produced in the ongoing series we call “Star Trek: Avenger”. This is curement line. [“Early History of the U.S.S. Avenger”] The
the fifth article in that occasional series of vessels in review.
Resolution was assigned to the Star Fleet Reserve Force in
2298. [Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate General Deck Plans]
Each entry is followed by the story (or background material) in
which the ship was referenced.
Revere, U.S.S. Hermes-class, Hermes-subclass scout, registry
NCC-595, commissioned October
Radiance. A shuttlecraft of the starliner S.S. Starlight in 2234, refit in the 2270s. Alex
April 2293. The Radiance is prevented from colliding with an- Rosenzweig served as Chief Sciother shuttlecraft during the rescue operations by the U.S.S. ence Officer, Executive Officer, and
Avenger by Isejaeth Hijiruach. [“Starlight Rescue”]
Commanding Officer of the Revere from 2276 through 2280. In
November 2304, Rosenzweig told Lt. Commander LaMastra of
Ramadan, U.S.S. Kearsarge-class light Kematon Base a story from one of his tours on the Revere.
cruiser,
registry
NCC-1536.
Sasha [“Belonging”/Character File—Alex Rosenzweig/“Star Survey”]
Graevyn served aboard the Ramadan
from 2287 to 2288.
[Character File— Rhentas.
Extended-Range Explorer vessel of the
Sasha Graevyn]
Ahrman’yak Transtellar League. A vessel of crystalline hull
composition, yet almost organic shape, the Rhentas had multiRaptor, U.S.S. Exploratory cruiser. In October 2294, the Rap- ple spines extending from a central trunk-like structure over
tor was part of the task force which destroyed the energy crea- 700 meters long. The Rhentas attacked the U.S.S. Konkorditure which attacked Starbase 29. [“Aftermath”]
um in February 2288, its crew mistakenly believing the Konkordium to be a vessel of their enemy, the Jinimar. Contact was
Reliant, U.S.S. Avenger-class heavy frigate, registry NCC- subsequently made with the U.S.S. Avenger and U.S.S. Tai
1864, commissioned May 2252, refit in 2276-2277. The Reliant
was captured by Khan Noonien Singh in March 2286, and was
(Continued on page 17)
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Disaster Preparedness Basics
BY SUSAN BOLICK

Planning for your Household

Get out and stay out. Pick a meeting place where one can be
easily seen and counted by arriving Fire Department personnel.
Small steps! Start with one thing. Make a plan. Build a Kit. Get Practice w/windows, security bars, escaping in the dark, dialing
informed.
911, and knowing when to call.
Disaster Kit – In home, and a go kit. Post reminders to rotate
stock every 3-6 months (water, food, meds, seasonal clothing).
What goes in the kit? See below for some resources.
Meeting Place – One just outside the house, and one in a
central location.
Out-of-Area Contact – Communication outside the affected area
will often go through when local communication will not.
Planning for Pets – Pet supplies for the disaster kit, rabies
certificate, photos of pet as well as you WITH pet to prove
ownership.
Emergency Contacts – Hardcopy as well as on phone.
Important Documents – Hardcopy as well as on a flash drive?.
Insurance, deeds, marriage
license.
Medical Information – Allergies,
medications, operations, physician
names, vaccination record.
Medications – Get an empty bottle
from pharmacy with your med
label on it for every Rx, and put a
few tablets in there every time
you refill until you have 3-14 days’
worth. Remember to rotate it.

To help in a disaster: First, don’t become part of the
problem!
Work on items already listed. Take care of your own household
first.
Disaster relief groups provide an organized approach to
bringing help and hope. These are called Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disasters (VOADs). The Red Cross
workforce is 90% volunteer – prepared and trained volunteers.
But there are also many people who will just see the news, call
friends, gather stuff, load up a truck, and drive down to a
disaster area to start helping. Here’s why you’ll do more good if
you DON’T do that, but donate
money instead.
SUVs
Spontaneous Unaffilliated
Volunteers a.k.a “event-based
volunteers”
These are people with ready
hands and willing hearts, some
resources, and often good skills
that jump in where needed. In a
crisis, it may take more time and
effort to train and orient them onsite, to exactly how and why the work is being done, than it’s
worth. The Red Cross and other groups WILL put you to work if
you’re an SUV, but not to your full potential. Also, there are
many reasons why unsolicited donations that an SUV might
bring with them create more problems than they solve.

First Aid and CPR/AED Training –
Start with:
www.classes.redcross.org.
www.ready.gov
www.ready.nj.gov
www.readync.org
www.cdc.gov/disasters
http://www.redcross.org/get-help/prepare-for-emergencies/ Other examples of VOADs are Hearts with Hands, Salvation
be-red-cross-ready
Army, Habitat for Humanity, Amateur Radio Emergency Service
(ARES), or one of many faith-based groups like Southern
Know how to prolong refrigeration/freezing and what’s safe to Baptist Disaster Relief, Islamic Relief, Lutheran Disaster
eat.
Response, or Catholic Charities. Check for more at http://
Keep emergency supplies in your car – seasonally appropriate.
www.nvoad.org.
Change of clothing – cash – emergency numbers on paper –
how to change a tire.
You’ll fit in as part of a coordinated team approach. For the
Keep an eye on what you fry – stay in the kitchen!
American Red Cross, disaster training is free. Here’s how to get
Carbon monoxide and smoke alarms – maintain. The local fire started:
department can help!
http://www.redcross.org/volunteer/become-a-volunteer#step1
Know two ways out of every room. Need an escape ladder?
Bedroom door CLOSED.
So why not donate clothes, formula, shoes, or food after
a disaster?
http://www.ready.gov/home-fires
Warehouses still full of mass donations a year or more after a
Feel door carefully with BACK of hand before opening disaster.
(blistering from metal knob).
No time to sort truckloads of clothes, shoes, or toys so they can
Stay low and go. Air is cleaner a couple of inches off the floor.
be distributed. Organizations are busy helping people in crisis,
TWO MINUTES!
but smaller donations may be distributed.
Unconsciousness from thick black smoke/toxins/heat will kill Evacuees have no time to focus on finding shoes/sweaters for
before flames do.
preschoolers in large piles.
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Busy with claims, calming their children, medical issues, and refrigeration. Once babies are on formula, the supply
contacting employers, FEMA, etc.
can often not be maintained after donations stop and
relief workers leave. As someone who’s worked with
Monetary donations are better. Once an agency is on the low-income families for years, I assure you that this is a
ground, they can see exactly what the needs are and purchase problem even here in the US.
what’s needed LOCALLY (putting money into the local economy
to help rebuild it), and distribute it in a well planned way. Less In developed countries like the US, many moms want to
is spent on packaging, managing, transporting, and storing.
breastfeed. They may have recently quit and switched to
formula before the disaster, because of lack of good
Baby Formula! A kid’s gotta eat, right?
information and support. Breastfeeding provides antibodies, as
I said. It kills harmful bacteria, promotes the growth of friendly
This is my particular area of professional expertise, so I offer bacteria, protects the intestines from inflammation, and in an
further detail on a problem with which all of us are involved:
emergency it keeps the child warm and reduces stress and
anxiety in mother and child. Formula feeding – even once Disasters wreck infrastructure. Even in the US, a safe increases intestinal inflammation and the risk of contamination
environment quickly becomes unsafe.
from unsafe water.
Wanting to help, individuals and groups often send baby items,
including formula, and the media often broadcasts relief
agencies’ requests for formula. Large amounts of formula are
NOT needed in a disaster, but it just shows up. Logistics and
distribution workers are unaware of the issues regarding infant
feeding, and formula is handed out by relief workers to ANY
family with a baby. That “official endorsement” from an
authority figure with a relief agency vest or Red Cross logo, as
well as myths that “stress dries up a mom’s milk”, results in
breastfeeding moms switching to formula. It happens all the
time.

So in a disaster:
Moms that must formula feed should be given appropriate
formula for as long as the child needs it, along with a
sustainable and safe means to prepare, store, and heat it, and
to wash feeding implements.
Moms that are breastfeeding should be given a safe space and
support to continue.
Moms that can switch back to breastfeeding should be given
education and frequent practical support to do so.
Think about what’s in it for formula companies
themselves who make donations, too. Manufacturers
get good PR from trucking formula into a disaster
area. There are unfortunately documented stories of
large scale donations of inappropriate specialty
formulas, or nearly out-of-date supplies. Or powdered
formula given where there’s no clean water for mixing.

If you’re still with me after more about infant feeding
in emergencies than you EVER thought about, that
brings us to where YOU come in:
Solutions to unsolicited donations
Donate money in a disaster, not clothes, formula, or
food.
Get prepared, get involved, get trained. Communities
prefer identified, background-checked volunteers who
are trained to help in specific ways within a
framework.
If you as an individual still want to donate something,
This cuts off baby’s supply of protective antibodies from mom, ask what’s needed.
and formula makes babies more likely to get sick – even in
normal situations. Then, in a shelter situation, overcrowding Let me repeat. Don’t donate formula. An uninformed agency
and problems with sanitation can cause diarrhea illness spokesperson who still asks for this might need to be educated.
to spread easily, and the very young are especially Point them to the US-specific references and handouts below.
vulnerable. In many disasters, the illness that follows causes Don’t pass on/share/reprint requests for formula donations for
more deaths than the disaster itself – up to 95% of disaster a disaster area.
deaths in children are from infections and dehydration. The Spread the word that moms CAN breastfeed/restart in a crisis
biggest problem is there’s no safe way to prepare and store and need help to do so.
formula without clean water and access to heating, washing,
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Support healthcare and breastfeeding professionals who go to La Leche League: http://www.llli.org/llleaderweb/lv/lviss2-3help young families in a disaster. THEY purchase formula locally 2009p44.html
for controlled distribution where needed.
A final topic that’s important is self-care after a disaster, and
Disaster volunteers: refer all parents of infants/toddlers to the helping children cope with a disaster, whether a single family
health workers there. When parents get education and help fire or a large hurricane. Many of the websites on preparedness
from health professionals, they can keep breastfeeding to also discuss normal reactions after an emergency and how to
protect their baby in a crisis, or often gradually switch their cope with them. Survivors are often shocked and confused by
formula-fed baby to breastfeeding.
the magnitude of impact they still feel days after a crisis – the
Encourage relief agencies to train staff and volunteers on inability to sleep, to remember where they put something
Infant and Young Child Feeding in Emergencies (IYCF-E). Here important or why they walked into a room, the paralyzing fear
are US-based professional guidelines on this:
of being indoors in an enclosed space. This is all normal and it’s
important to pay attention to what their body is telling them, to
American Academy of Pediatrics fact sheet – decision tree on take time to take care of themselves in the midst of all the
second page:
cleanup and tasks, and allow themselves to process in their
h t t p : / / w w w 2 . a a p . o r g / b r e a s t f e e d i n g / f i l e s / p d f / own individual way what happened. The AAP and CDC have
infantnutritiondisaster.pdf
pages that specifically cover helping children cope with
nightmares and fears after a disaster. And a last plug for the
United States Breastfeeding Committee:
Red Cross – their Pillowcase Project is a great way to prepare
http://www.usbreastfeeding.org/emergencies
school-age kids for disasters and how to cope with them.
From the San Diego County Breastfeeding Coalition:
http://www.breastfeeding.org/resources/infant -feeding-indisasters/

Stamps!

BY NORMAN VAN HOUTEN
Need an idea for a holiday gift? Look to the US Post Office.
Yes, the Post Office! Why? Because 2016 was a good year for
Trekkers. On September 2nd, the Post office issued a series of
Star Trek themed stamps, including a “forever stamp”. I make
this suggestion for two reasons. First, WE like to collect Star
Trek items. Second, the value of the stamps will increase over
time.
On May 25, 2007, the Post Office issued a series of Star Wars
stamps. Today they have almost quadrupled in price.
Collecting stamps has been a great hobby. Even if the stamp
gains no value, you can still use it as regular postage. Stamps Wonder Woman, set of four stamps
never lose their issue price. Special-issue stamps like Star Trek
will be a great addition to your Star Trek memorabilia
collection.

And an ever increasing series of space exploration.

This is one of four stamps issued for Star Trek.
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So, to answer the question; what do I get that “hard to find”
present for a finicky relative or friend?
STAMPS!
Visit: USPS.com/shop
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Star Trek Book News
COMPILED

BY

ALEX ROSENZWEIG

Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek ST:TOS: Star Trek Cats
books…
by Jenny Parks; Publisher – Chronicle Books
Captain's log: We have
Available February 2017:
entered a galaxy where beloved
illustrator Jenny Parks has
ST: TNG: Headlong Flight
conjured an astonishingly vivid
by Dayton Ward; Publisher – Pocket Books (Simon &
homage to the original Star
Schuster)
Trek series with an unexpected
An exhilarating thriller from bestselling
twist: a cast of cats. Featuring a
author Dayton Ward set in the universe of
hilarious new take on iconic
“Star Trek: The Next Generation”, following
characters and scenes – from
Captain Jean-Luc Picard and his crew as
Kirk in the Captain's chair to
they explore the previously uncharted and
Spock offering his Vulcan
dangerous Odyssean Pass.
wisdom – this eye-opening
Surveying a nebula as part of their
adventure stays true to the tone of the classic TV show. Playful,
continuing exploration of the previously
loving, and from a strange new world, Star Trek Cats is the
uncharted "Odyssean Pass," Captain Jeanperfect gift for fans of, well, Star Trek and cats.
Luc Picard and the crew of the starship
Enterprise encounter a rogue planet. Life
ST:TNG/DS9/VOY/ENT: Makeup Man: Making Up the Stars
signs are detected on the barren world's
From Rocky to Star Trek
surface, and then a garbled message is received: a partial by Michael Westmore, with Jake Page; Publisher – Lyons Press
warning to stay away at all costs. Determined to render
A peek behind the Hollywood mask by
assistance, Picard dispatches Commander Worf and an away
one of its foremost makeup artists...
team to investigate, but their shuttlecraft is forced to make an
In Hollywood's heyday, almost every
emergency landing on the surface – moments before all contact
major studio had a Westmore heading up
is lost and the planet completely disappears.
the makeup department. Since 1917,
there has never been a time when
Westmores weren't shaping the visages
Available March 2017:
of stardom. For their century-long
dedication to the art of makeup, the
ST:DS9: The Long Mirage
Westmores were honored with a star on
by David R. George III; Publisher – Pocket Books
the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 2008. In
(Simon & Schuster)
this lively memoir, Michael Westmore not
More than two years have passed since only regales us with tales of Hollywood's golden age, but also
the destruction of the original Deep Space 9. from his own career where he notably transformed Sylvester
In that time, a brand new, state-of-the-art Stallone into Rocky Balboa and Robert DeNiro into Jake
starbase has replaced it, commanded by LaMotta, among many other makeup miracles.
Captain Ro Laren, still the crew and
Westmore's talent as a makeup artist first became apparent
residents of the former station continue to when he created impenetrable disguises for Kirk Douglas, Tony
experience the repercussions of its loss. For Curtis, Burt Lancaster, Robert Mitchum, and Frank Sinatra for
instance: Quark continues his search for the 1963 film “The List of Adrian Messenger”. He later went on
Morn, as the Lurian – his best customer and to become the preferred makeup man for Bobby Darin and
friend – left Bajor without a word and never Elizabeth Taylor, and worked on such movies and TV shows as
returned. Quark enlists a private detective to “The Munsters”, “Rosemary’s Baby”, “Eleanor and Franklin”,
track Morn down, and she claims to be hot “New York, New York”, “2010”, and “Mask”, for which he won
on his trail. Yet the barkeep distrusts the woman he hired, and an academy award. The next phase of his career was to create
his suspicions skyrocket when she too suddenly vanishes. At hundreds of alien characters for over 600 episodes of Star Trek
the same time, Kira Nerys emerges from a wormhole after in all its iterations, from “The Next Generation” to “Enterprise”.
being caught inside it when it collapsed two years earlier. She
Replete with anecdotes about Hollywood and its stars, from
arrives on the new DS9 to discover Altek Dans already there. Bette Davis's preference for being made-up in the nude to
While inside the Celestial Temple, Kira lived a different life in Shelley Winters’s habit of nipping from a “little bottle” while on
Bajor's past, where she fell in love with Altek. So why have the the set, Makeup Man will satisfy any Hollywood fan’s appetite
Prophets moved him forward in time... and why have They for gossip or a behind-the-scenes look at how tinsel town’s
brought him and Kira together?
most iconic film characters were created.
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Star Trek Book News
Available Available April 2017:
ST:S31: Control
by David Mack; Publisher – Pocket Books (Simon & Schuster)
No law...no conscience...no mercy.
Amoral,
shrouded
in
secrecy,
and
answering to no one, Section 31 is the
mysterious covert operations division of
Star Fleet, a rogue shadow group pledged
to defend the Federation at any cost. The
discovery of a two-hundred-year-old secret
gives Doctor Julian Bashir his best chance
yet to expose and destroy the illegal spy
organization. But his foes won’t go down
without a fight, and his mission to protect
the Federation he loves might just end up
triggering its destruction. Only one thing is for certain: this
time, the price of victory will be paid with Bashir’s dearest
blood.

The Avenger in Fiction
Ships of “Star Trek: Avenger”, Part VI

San Martin served as backup to the U.S.S. Avenger during a
Shan, and then misunderstanding was revealed and resolved. patrol along the Klingon border in April 2288. [“Border Skir(Continued from page 12)

[“As Others See Us”]

mish”]

Rigel Kentaurus, U.S.S.

Saratoga, U.S.S.

Constitution-class, Achernarsubclass heavy cruiser, registry NCC-1735, commissioned in
2269. Jonathan Lane served aboard the Rigel Kentaurus from
2281 to 2282. [Character File—Jonathan Lane]
Rihan Glory. Romulan Winged Defender

-class heavy cruiser, commanded by Hvaed
tr’Lemaln in October 2287. Involved in the
incident at Outpost 4.
[“By Honor
Bound”]

Constitution-class, Bonhomme Richardsubclass heavy cruiser, registry NCC-1724, commissioned January 2258. Later that year, the Saratoga was assigned as part of
Task Force Constitution, under the overall command of
Garth of Izar. [“Early History of the U.S.S. Avenger”] In the
early 2270s, the Saratoga was refitted to Endeavor-subclass
specifications. Just under a decade later, she was ambushed by
four ships and damaged beyond repair. [Ships of the Star
Fleet]

Sarpeidon, U.S.S. Avenger-class heavy frigate, registry NCCSabledrake. Will Graevyn’s trading vessel. Sasha Graevyn 1874, commissioned late 2256, refit and recommissioned in July
worked aboard the ship from 2275 to 2281. [Character File— 2279. The Sarpeidon had been one of three ships refit to the
Sasha Graevyn]
Wright-Corder design specifications for the Avenger-class in
the late 2270s. [“Early History of the U.S.S. Avenger”]
Sager, U.S.S. Nelson-class scout, registry NCC-7358, commissioned in the early 2250s. The Sager was Paul Johnston Shaitan, U.S.S. Saladin-class destroyer, registry NCC-519,
Hennings’s first assignment. [“Good Morning, Recreation”]

commissioned December 2235. Jonathan Lane served aboard
the Shaitan from 2275 to 2278, under Captain Douglas White.
St. Sebastian, U.S.S. A medical frigate operating out of the [Character File—Jonathan Lane]
planet Bola in 2302. [“Iso”]
Shangri-La, U.S.S.
Belknap-class
Saladin, U.S.S. Saladin-class, Saladin (II)-subclass destroyer, strike cruiser, registry NCC-2517, comregistry NCC-500. The Saladin diverts to Outpost 4 as part of missioned early 2278. Jennifer Levine
the Star Fleet force responding to the crisis in October 2287. served aboard the Shangri-La from 2284
[“By Honor Bound”]
to
2286
as
Executive
Officer.
[Character File—Jennifer Levine]
San Martin, U.S.S. Larson-class, Larson-subclass destroyer, registry NCC4412, commissioned January 2237. The
(Continued on page 20)
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Ship’s BBS
The Ship’s BBS was first introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where
items of interest could be posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things do change from
issue to issue, so keep checking back each issue, and if you’ve got an item you’d like to share, feel free to send it in. 
* Help Wanted!
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help!
The following positions are open:
- Chief of Communications: Serve on the senior staff, and
be a leader of the members in the Communications Division.
Have a direct voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight
methods of communication, audio-visual media, languages,
etc., both in the Trek Universe and in real life. (This position
requires STARFLEET membership in good standing.)
Contact CAPT Sarah or CMDR Michelle if you’d like to
volunteer!
- Chief Security Officer: Serve on the senior staff, and be a
leader of the members in the Security Division. Have a direct
voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight security, safety,
portable weaponry, police function, and small-unit ground
tactics interests, both in the Trek Universe and in real life.
(This position requires STARFLEET membership in good
standing.)
Contact CAPT Sarah or CMDR Michelle if you’d like to
volunteer!
- Press Officer: Write and distribute press releases to the
ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media
personnel, and help craft our club image to the world at
large!
- Storytellers: See “Avenger Fiction Update” later in this
column.
Contact CAPT Sarah or CMDR Michelle if you’d like to volunteer!

friends. The URLs are:
Avenger Facebook Group: http://www.facebook.com/
groups/27371220186/
Avenger Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
USS-Avenger/159162957480482
- Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF
format, on the Avenger website.

* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love
to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our
members bring to the group, and can be as simple as
something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy!
Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event
Planner and begin your adventure today. Event Planners
contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners
and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship
meeting. This is a way for everyone to find out the details of
what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to
do! We need your help, because if no one coordinates events,
they don’t happen!!

* Avenger Blueprints!
Do you find yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty
while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of
these spiffy blueprint maps!

* Our CaféPress Store has closed: Recently, when we tried
to update our store, CafePress abruptly began denying the use
of our logo imagery, even though it was the same material that
had been used for years prior. For this reason, we no longer
have a CafePress store. We are taking suggestions for
alternative strategies for creating Avenger materials.
* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested
members are invited to join a community called Project SIMELE.
“SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET In the Movie and Early Lost
Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of STARFLEET
who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are fictionally set
in the timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the Star Trek
Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the Avenger.)
It’s designed to provide a venue for members to share
resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in this
era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative fiction, and so
forth. Come check the group out at

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/

From the Federation Frontiers
publishing office, we are pleased
to offer General Plans for the
Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate. No
starship, save the famous line of
those named Enterprise, has
received this much attention to
detail.

* Internet Resources:
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the The twenty (20) sheet set includes:
Internet! Check ‘em out...
- Construction history
- The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can
- Ship's directory
find information about your fellow crewmates and read online
- Six (6) external views
logs from your division chief: http://www.ussavenger.org/
- Full starship specifications
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated
- Equipment listing (with system contractors)
news from the Avenger via email and special website
- Four (4) cross-section views
features. Check it out at:
- Plan views of all eleven decks at 1:600 scale
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-sfi
- Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main
- Avenger is also well-represented on Facebook, with both a
engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay, transporter
page and a group. The page is generally updated with
complex, and auxiliary control.
information directed more to the general public, while the
group includes more of the discussions, events For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at
announcements, and cross-chatter among members and mrupprecht@hindlepowerinc.com, or just visit the Federation
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Ship’s BBS
Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star Trek - Contributions of stories set in the Avenger’s fictional universe,
technical documents: http://federationfrontiers.tripod.com/
of any length, are welcome and sought!
fh1860/
- Ideas and suggestions for future possible group collaborations
are welcomed, too. Feel free to send them to ADM Alex, or
The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate General Plans cost a mere
even pitch them to the Avenger’s e-mail list.
$10.00 for Avenger crew members, and can be purchased - Suggestions for interesting characters to fill open spots in
directly from Alex Rosenzweig. You can also buy the plans via
Avenger’s fictional crew are wanted! You can provide just
mail order for $12, which includes shipping charges. Money
some rough notes, or a full character file. If you’d like to get
orders are preferred, and will speed delivery. However,
in on the fun, check in with ADM Alex.
personal checks are acceptable and should be payable to - And don’t forget to work on keeping your own main
“Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for
character’s file up-to-date, too! Or create one if you haven’t
$15.00 and deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order,
done so yet. Check with ADM Alex for assistance if you need
simply print out the handy order form at web site, or send your
it.
name, address, e-mail address, number and type of sets
desired, along with your check or money order, to the following * That Halloween costume answer: We were a deuterium
address:
atom!
Federation Frontiers
c/o Michael C. Rupprecht
* Quote for this Issue:
3711 Bloomingdale Drive
“What is life?
Hillsborough, NJ 08844-5531
It is the flash of a firefly in the night.
It is the breath of a buffalo in the wintertime.
* Avenger Fiction Update
It is the little shadow which runs across the grass
- The story of the ship’s latest change of command is now in
and loses itself in the sunset.”
the outlining process.
- Crowfoot

IMAGE GALLERY

“The Chandley”, by MrE1967 (from DeviantArt)
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]

“The Dogs of War”, by Dan “MadKoiFisH” Uyeno
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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The Avenger in Fiction
Ships of “Star Trek: Avenger”, Part VI

(Continued from page 17)

where the rogue ship has gone. The sensor logs reveal from

-2292. [Character File—Demetrios Eftimiades]

sensor scan will reveal an underground complex on one of the
system’s planets. An away team will find several corpses, including Romulan corpses, and equipment indicating that the
complex might be a clandestine factory and the Romulans tried
to destroy it.
2] Listening Outpost Dyonisis is registering a slow energy
surge three light years away on Raksis IV. As the Avenger is
currently docked with Dyonisis for routine resupply, Star Fleet
Command orders them to go and check out the previously unexplored
Raksis
IV
and
its
power
surge.
Upon arrival, scans show that Raksis is a dead world. Once M
class and abundant with life, it is now scorched and arid, its
atmosphere polluted and uninhabitable, irradiated and petrified.
The energy readings are getting stronger as well.
The energy surge is coming from the mountains on the northern continent and there are ruined remains there of an ancient
city.
Exploring further (in environment suits), the crew discover a
vast structure not unlike a radio mast or the Eiffel tower. Constructed of some strange alien metal, it's about 60 meters
across at the base and stands over an ornately decorated and
carved paved area. Its surface hums and vibrates and it's from
this structure that the energy surge emanates. It appears to be
some sort of conductor and it is being powered by an ancient
reactor buried deep in the bedrock beneath it.
Whilst exploring the structure and ruins, the energy will suddenly peak and a blue, glowing energy field some 50 meters
across will form on the paved area beneath the metal structure.
Within it will materialize several robed beings. They are humanoid, but very tall (seven feet or so), slender, and almost skeletal
(think Warhammer 40K Eldar or the Vau from Fading Suns).
They appear to be able to breathe normally within the sphere
and crewmembers entering the sphere (as it is completely permeable) will find oxygen, temperature, and radiation levels at
normal (M class), so they can remove their helmets.
The beings are representatives of the Haldanis Combine, a
vast empire from a distant galaxy. For political and religious
reasons, Haldans do not possess faster-than-light starships and
travel between worlds using a form of powerful transporter. It
travels slower than light and as Raksis IV is one of their farthest
-flung outposts, they have been travelling for many centuries.
They believe, to begin with, that the Avenger crew are their
welcoming committee and are angry at such a shoddy reception. It then becomes apparent that their outpost was destroyed
many, many years ago in a long-forgotten war.

Sheikh Mustaphar Shukor, U.S.S. Hospital ship. Demetri- where the rogue ship came. When the Avenger arrives there,
os Eftimiades served aboard the Shukor as a Nurse from 2291 they find a system without habitable planets, but an accurate
Shepard, U.S.S.

Gagarin-class
science scout, registry NCC-631,
commissioned in the late 2270s.
The Shepard conducted the initial
charting of the Ohkirot star system circa 2290. [“Crash”]
Silmaril, S.S.

A Stellaria-class commercial starliner, first
commissioned in the 23rd Century. In June 2310, Setak traveled aboard the Silmaril from Earth to Vulcan to begin his leave.
[“What I Did on My Summer Vacation (Setak’s Story)”]

Sirius, U.S.S. Constitution-class,
Achernar-

subclass heavy cruiser,
registry NCC-1744, commissioned January 2271.
In 2292, Hayden Pope modified the computer systems aboard
the Sirius while serving aboard that ship, giving them cuttingedge capabilities without adding any components. By year’s
end, those improvements had inexplicably vanished, with no
trace left of their existence. [“Belonging”]
End Part VI
**********

In future articles, we'll continue to talk about what's aboard
the ship, how various systems work, crew specifics, etc.
(Members are urged to suggest topics. If there's something you
want to know about the ship, chances are that someone else
wants to know, too. So send in your questions, and we'll try to
get answers for you in upcoming columns.)
This column also supports short stories! Stories should be no
more than 4 pages in 10-point type, and can be about anything
in the Avenger Universe. (Serializations are also accepted, but
the story must be submitted complete, and arrangements with
the column editor and Avenger News editor for serialization will
be made ahead of time.) We hope everyone will take the opportunity to contribute to the tales of the Avenger.
To help you out, we’re also running story ideas each issue.
These aren’t fleshed out, but are jumping-off points from which
stories may evolve. If you do see an idea listed here that you’d
like to build a story from, let me know, so that we don’t get multiple members working on the same idea. And here we have the
Finally, as a part of this series, we include character-files of
next suggestions...
members of the crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-file,
great! If not, why not try making one? We'll try to publish one
1] In a middle of a routine voyage, the ship’s sensors pick up or two each issue, as space and contributions permit. We’re
a ship heading to a star corona, at full impulse. This ship must always looking for members to create files for their own characbe saved. An away team must beam aboard to investigate what ters. If you’re interested in creating a file for your fictional charhappened. There is no one on board and the navigation logs acter, or updating an existing file, contact ADM Rosenzweig for
were erased, but using the sensors logs and downloading it to help/information.
the Avenger’s ship’s computer, they will be able to find out
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Mission Docket
Upcoming Events

12 March 2017 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Fandom in the 21st Century – Technology’s
Influence. How has new technology changed Star Trek and sci-fi fandom? (Moderator TBD). Dinner and
socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: CAPT Sarah Bolick, staryeyedgoddess@gmail.com
9 April 2017 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Pets in Star Trek, A Look at the Animals the
Characters Love (Moderated by CAPT Sarah Bolick). Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for
all the fun!
Event Coordinator: CAPT Sarah Bolick, staryeyedgoddess@gmail.com
21 May 2017 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Thoughts and Hopes for “Star Trek:
Discovery” (Moderated by ADM Alex Rosenzweig) Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for
all the fun!
Event Coordinator: CAPT Sarah Bolick, staryeyedgoddess@gmail.com
11 June 2017 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Arts and Crafts in Star Trek (Moderated by ADM
Alex Rosenzweig) Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: CAPT Sarah Bolick, staryeyedgoddess@gmail.com
NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can make
the proper arrangements. Thanks!

IMAGE GALLERY

“TOS Variant”, by KirkUnit
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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“Survival Search of Wolf 359”, by AcidFluxxBass
(from DeviantArt)
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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7 Keats Road
North Brunswick, NJ 08902-3426

U.S.S. Avenger

The Next Meeting of the U.S.S. Avenger will be:

Sunday, March 12, 2017
2:00 PM

North Brunswick Public Library
880 Hermann Road
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org
Avenger News 154 Deadline: March 31, 2017
Please send all submissions to Michelle Lampson
michadcc@gmail.com

