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Meanwhile, Back on the
Bridge
BY JUDY WAIDLICH

Since AN 151 was slated for the summer, the last CO article
reflected that. I will hopefully cover Shore Leave, the IC, the R7
Conference, the region meetings from August and October, and
other events in another article or two (or more). I was planning
to go to the Halloween Party, but that was cancelled. Our
November meeting was lightly attended, although we did have
a new face attend. The most favorite idea for an event was to
have video days for the recent fan films.
The U.S.S. Storm had a holiday party and I attended that. It
was a small gathering of eight people, some of Dave’s marines
and his XO and SO. I even convinced them to add some
antifreeze to my car since I couldn’t open the reservoir. Bill did
the honors, with Dave and another looking on.
I’m looking forward to Farpoint. I’m also hoping to get out to
some of the movies (Star Wars movie being the next big thing
at this writing).

There may be various events in 2016 in connection with the
50th Anniversary of Star Trek. Newark Public Library wants to
do something, and is looking for help from the New Jersey
chapters. I did hear back from the library, but they still don’t
know what direction they want to take. We need to be more
proactive with the Newark Library. Also, I wish to do a table at
NEAF (Northeast Astronomy Forum). It may be a good place to
find some sci fi fans.
At this moment I need to firm up the rest of the meeting
dates with the North Brunswick Library. Please feel free to join
us and/or suggest things we can do. Come out and have fun
with us this year!

Vice Admiral Judy
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“A New Dawn”, by Tobias Richter
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]

“USS Churchill”, by M. Christou
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Executive Thoughts
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG

Greetings, all!
And so, the year 2015 draws to a close. It’s been a pretty
momentous year, including marking Avenger’s 30th
Anniversary, not to mention all the other fun activities we’ve
had. In only a few weeks, we’ll be moving into 2016. This is a
huge year for Star Trek. Huge. Let’s just stop and take a
moment to consider why.
First off, of course, it’s the 50th Anniversary. Hard to
imagine, isn’t it? But here it is: five decades have passed since
the starship Enterprise sailed across TV screens and changed
American popular culture forever, offering a look at a hopeful
future at a time when people feared that such a thing might be
impossible. It’s a message that still resonates today. Even now,
fear and the attendant hatreds still echo in the USA today, so
we still need a show—or, in this case, a group of shows—that
remind us that it is possible to overcome that. We can expect a
lot of celebration of the longevity and enduring popularity of
Star Trek, and it will be well-deserved.
Next, in mid-year, we’ll see the release of the next major
motion picture from Paramount and Bad Robot, “Star Trek
Beyond”. With a new director and writing team, but the same
cast as the last two films, this will continue the adventures of
“alternate” Kirk and crew aboard an alternate Enterprise.
Also planned for release in 2016 will be an array of fanproduced efforts. The highest-profile production is likely to be
the feature-length “Axanar” film (unless the lawsuit prevents
it), but there will also be new episodes of “Star Trek: New
Voyages/Phase II”, “Star Trek Continues”, “Starship Farragut”,
and a whole lot more!
Publishers will also be celebrating. From special novels to a
new, updated version of the Star Trek Encyclopedia and a

traveler’s guide to the planet Vulcan, there will be all sorts of
special books to get.
And, of course, we’ll no doubt be learning over the course of
the coming year what CBS has planned for the next new Star
Trek TV series, due to be released in early 2017.
Not shabby for a show that was cancelled in 1969 after a
mere three seasons and 79 episodes, eh?
With Avenger now in its fourth decade, we’ll also be looking
to celebrate, not only Star Trek itself, but the wonder and fun
that underpin why we’re a part of the club in the first place.
Sure, we’ll have a focus on Star Trek, but we also want to be
sure that we’re doing all we can to keep the experience of
being part of STARFLEET and the Avenger as exciting and
rewarding as possible.
In order to do that, we’ll continue to reach out to all of you,
and we hope that you’ll participate, especially in sharing fun
things that you’d like to do. After all, it’s your club, and the old
saying is true. The more you put into it, the more you’ll get out
of it. So don’t be shy! Reach out to me, and to Judy, and to any
member of the Command Staff. We look forward to hearing
from you!
And that’s it from me for now! Enjoy the rest of this issue of
Avenger News! Have fun, and don’t forget “Mission Docket” for
neat upcoming events. Take care, and ‘til next time…
Ad Astra!
Alex
ADM Alex Rosenzweig

IMAGE GALLERY

“Endeavor” - Artist Unknown
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
“Shalimar’s End”, by Thomas Raube (aka Euderion)
(from DeviantArt)
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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Roster Update
Welcome Back--Thanks for Renewing
1) Lieutenant J.G. Andrew Taylor
2) Captain Carlos Maldonado, Jr.
3) Heidi E. Maldonado
4) Kiran Maldonado

Changes and Revisions—Where Are They Now?
1) CMDR Norm Van Houten’s address should now be listed as:
110 Ridgepath Lane
Hubert, NC 28539-6001

Promotions—Congratulations!
1) Lieutenant J.G. James Renda to Lieutenant
2) Lieutenant Wendy Bell to Lt. Commander

Engineering Division Report
BY MATTHEW J. RIELLY

First and foremost, I wish to apologize for my conspicuous
absence over about the past month (as of this writing). As I’m
certain you have been informed already (and my apologies to
those who haven’t heard yet), my father passed away on
October 30th at the age of 85. We had his ashes buried the
Saturday after Thanksgiving. On top of that, my mother had to
go into a nursing home because she has been experiencing
much pain and difficulty walking due to polymyalgia. In
between going through my father’s stuff to see what we need
to keep and what needs to go and checking up on my mother
every weekend during November, I have been forced away
from my duties to the ship. I am trying to get back into the
routine and intend to spend as much time as possible with my
shipmates in the coming year. Be advised there may be times
when I won’t be available…but I am hoping they will be few
and far between. I also want to thank everyone for their

support during this very difficult period.
Getting back to ship’s business, I have resumed
communication with Engineering Division members to keep
them apprised of any upcoming events...including our ship
meeting and holiday party. The division has also been reminded
of our planned screening for “Star Wars Episode VII: The Force
Awakens”. Division members will be updated (if they have not
been already as of this report) once we lock down a firm
showtime and location.
Finally, on behalf of the Avenger’s Engineering Division, I
would like to wish all division members, ship members, our
sister clubs in Region 7, and all of STARFLEET a Merry
Christmas, Happy Chanukkah, or whatever holidays you may
observe around this time...and a happy, healthy, prosperous,
and fun-filled New Year.

MEMBERSHIP ALLEY
INDIVIDUAL U.S.S. AVENGER RENEWAL $10.00
(Family Memberships $12.50)

FOR STARFLEET

MEMBERS,

AVENGER

MEMBERSHIP IS

FREE!

Your subscription lasts for six issues. With any luck and a lot of good will, they will be delivered in PDF format to a registered
forum online. Free Adobe Reader downloads available on the web - for a printed copy of your newsletter, just hit PRINT! But if
you want us to mail them to ya’ anyhow, please add $5.00.
Make out check or money order payable to USS Avenger.
331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17, Linden, NJ 07036-5695
You can also renew at any ship meeting for your stamp-saving budget
Join the International fun of STARFLEET at www.sfi.org $10.00 gets you four electronic issues of the Communiqué (and $20.00
gets you four hard copy issues) and access to the many fun programs STARFLEET offers. It also means that your next renewal
with the Avenger is FREE!
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Marine Report
BY JUDY WAIDLICH

After becoming OIC of the 7th Brigade, David Sladky’s first
Marine event was a muster at the Region 7 conference. He
spent time talking about uniforms and how he hopes the
brigade’s Marines will appear in proper uniforms at functions.
He emphasized that Marine reports should be about Marine
activities and the Academy. He mentioned various awards,
especially the Good Conduct Award which is
awarded every three years. He wants a newsletter
and a quartermaster store. He mentioned that he
will be posting positons for his staff. He went over
the regulations on MSGs and MEUs and the new
logo rules.
After the Regional Conference, Dave posted the
staff positions and the qualifications needed.
Shortly thereafter, he assembled his team:
- 7th BDE OIC David Sladky
- 7th BDE DOIC Ed Wandall
- 7th BDE SGM John Radle
- Manpower Jonathan Slavin
- Intelligence Thomas Gorman
- Training Lauren Niemeyer
- Finance Michael Stein
- Civil-Military Co-Operation Robert Stronach
- Communications Leigha RG McLean
- Operations Ken Kadin
- Logistics John Wagner
- Quartermaster Marc Easterly

“Donations
“We have just set up a bank account for the 7th Brigade, this
is so we can create items and fund projects for the members of
the Brigade. We are not here to turn a profit, but we still need
investment capital. The plan is to get money to create things
like coins and patches; these will be for sale to the brigade and
the public with the money going back into the
account. The Financial Officer will publish a
monthly statement to the 7th Brigade Staff and its
members. If everyone pitches in, we will be able to
make more and better things for you and your
unit.
“7th Brigade unit of the month
“Starting in January 2016, a unit of the month
award will be generated and given to the unit that
has the most members, is the most active,
complete uniforms and most detailed reports.
These things will help your unit when awards
season comes into play and should be an overall
motivator to get your unit ship shape and ready for
action.
“Complaints
“I have said this before and I will say it again, I
will not tolerate harassment of any kind in my
Brigade. In 24 hours a received a warning about a
marine, then a complaint. I don’t know what came
before me, but I can tell you if a person is causing
trouble in this Brigade I will follow all steps to have them
Dave posts regularly in the Facebook group for the 7th removed. I have no time for people who can’t be civil to others;
Brigade. One of the highlights was a desire to have the region it is not that hard to be polite.
take the Wilderness Challenge.
“Thank you for your time
In mid-November, he posted other events he would like to
“BDR David Sladky
see by the units of his brigade. Here is his post:
“OIC 7th BDE”
“Okay, I hope everyone has shaken off the sugar rush from
last night, but as always there is work to do and we need to
stay focused on that. No matter what your mission objective is,
you need to stay on point until the task is done.
“Toys for Tots
“The holiday season is here and I would like to encourage all
units to collect new, unopened toys for the annual USMC toy
drive. I think every child should have a toy on Christmas day,
and for the past 5 years the 726th MSG has collected and
distributed toys. I would like to see all of the units in the
Brigade start this as an annual event.
“Food Drive
“Another thing that is important for this time of year is food;
families in need around the holidays may have to get help for
thanksgiving. Donations to local food banks help this and give
hope for the future. Donations of canned and non-perishable
foods go a long way to help when you file your report just add
up the total weight and submit it.
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On our own MSG: I am the OIC. We Marines are holding the
Toys for Tots drive, so members should bring a new,
unwrapped toy to our December meeting. I submitted the
paperwork for two MURPs: Professional Development Readiness
and Leadership Development Readiness, and we received a
PASS in both. Hopefully all Marines are members of our Yahoo
group and Facebook group: 769th Marine Strike Group – USS
Avenger
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/
128252444004922/) and 769thmsg uss avenger (https://
groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/769thmsg_ussavenger/info)
If you wish to participate in the Marine Reading Challenge,
please send me a list of the books you’ve finished reading each
month. Please include the following information: Title, Author,
ISBN, and pages read.
Much information can be found on the Starfleet Marines
website: http://www.sfi-sfmc.org/
Please feel free to contact me with event ideas and any other
Marine matter.
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U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG

This column, in accordance with the Avenger Officer’s
Manual, is “a regular report of crew activities, in the form of a
column in Avenger News or as a separate mailing. It started
out with the idea of being a roundup of divisional activities, but
is being retooled into a more general summary of chapter
events and highlights. As such, if there’s something you’d like
to share with the group—an idea, a suggestion, a personal
milestone, etc.—feel free to let me know and it can get
included. “SitRep” is a term used typically by the military or
other government groups. It’s an abbreviation for “Situation
Report”, a report given to both senior officers and subordinate
staff to make sure that, put simply, they know what’s going on.
And that’s what we do here.

of absence, has been appointed to the CMO position on a more
permanent basis.
Susan would very much like to hear from the members of
MedDiv. Feel free to drop her a note via e-mail, or on
Facebook. She’d like to help make the division less quiet, but
she can’t do that all by herself!

Operations:

Onward...

We are currently seeking a new Chief of Operations.
For more details on the position, check out “Ship’s BBS”
and your Officer’s Manual.
Meanwhile, our Assistant Chief of Operations, FCAPT
Brenda Bell, is filling in, though things have been mostly quiet
in the division at the moment.

DIVISIONS:

Engineering:

Command:

As some of you know, CAPT Matt Rielly’s father
passed away at the end of October. We express our
condolences and sympathies to Matt on his loss. During
most of November, matt had to help take care of his
father’s affairs, and also deal with other family issues, which
occupied almost all of his non-work time. Family, of course,
must come first!
Things are beginning to stabilize out, though, and Matt has
been getting back in touch with the members of the
Engineering Division, especially about upcoming events.

VADM Judy Waidlich has continued busily since last
issue. She attended the Region 7 Conference and had an
enjoyable time. A particular concern of Judy’s has been
getting the Command Staff to report more completely
and on-time. She is also considering other changes, given the
recent openings among the Division Chiefs.
The XO’s office has been gradually getting back to normal in
the wake of his move. Event attendance included the Lakewood
Lions Renaissance Faire, the Region 7 Conference, the trip to
the U.S.S. Intrepid, the viewing of “The Martian”, and Watkins
Glen Weekend. A lot of work has been going into the
newsletter, but it is looking like additional help will be needed
(see “Ship’s BBS”). ADM Alex also continues to serve as Press
Officer and Fiction Coordinator.

Sciences:

Communications:
The Communications Division has remained mostly
quiet. LCDR Jennifer Lynch would really love to hear
back from her members, so say hi!

Security:

COL Amber Roberts (formerly Stronach) reports that
CMDR Sarah Bolick is refocusing on getting more
SecDiv
has been quiet of late. Currently, VADM Judy
activity underway in the division. She and Assistant
Waidlich is doubling as OIC of the 769th Marine Strike
Chief CMDR Michelle Lampson will be investigating some
Group (MSG). She will keep the unit active for a time,
special treats for SciDiv members, to see if these might
while
she
gauges interest and activity levels. Then she’ll make a
be feasible. Also, the resumption of the online “fireside chats”
will take place in January, with the first such event scheduled decision about the unit’s longer term fate.
for Tuesday, 5 January 2016, at 9:00 PM. This will be an online Skype chat. Contact CMDR Bolick for information on how to GENERAL:
get hooked-in. Finally, those members of SciDiv who have not
yet chosen a department within the division can expect to have
Activity-wise, we continue to keep the Avenger’s schedule
one assigned in the near future.
reasonably full, though not so packed that there isn’t some
down-time. We’re also continuing up a variety of options.
Attendance has remained hit-and-miss with various events, so
Medical:
we’re still looking to see what approaches might help that
Just as it looked like things were getting settled in improve. This is something we hope that all of you will help
MedDiv again, they didn’t. LCDR Jason Blackstone still with.
couldn’t make his real-life schedule work with being
Our recent activities have included, in addition to the
Chief Medical Officer, so he has chosen to resign from meetings:
the position for the good of the division and the chapter.
 Lakewood Lions Renaissance Faire
Assistant Chief Medical Officer VADM Susan Bolick, who had
 A Trip to the Intrepid Museum and Shuttle Enterprise
been standing in for LCDR Blackstone during his previous leave
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The Region 7 Conference
Avenger Group Viewing of “The Martian”

Looking ahead, we see activities including:
 More Video/Movie Days
 More Group Trips to Film Releases (e.g., “Star Wars: the
Force Awakens”, etc.)
 Additional Skype Chats
 Game Days
 Trip to Peddler’s Village
 Trip to Star Wars Exhibition at Discovery Times Square
Exposition Center

Our room (I shared with Dave and Janek Kazimer) was in
what was becoming its usual place, the back of the hotel, two
floors above the Zero Wing. So I did a lot of going back and
forth throughout the weekend, but fortunately, not through a
construction zone (like in 2014).
First, a few words on the renovation. The place is gorgeous,
a cream and brown color scheme with lots of horses and rooms
named Derby, Chase, and Preakness. There was always a
racing theme, but now the décor pays homage to that. Big
photos of race horses can be found in the rooms, with even
larger ones outside the ballroom. Other motifs include saddles
above the escalators. This was much better than that Austin
Powers-inspired rug and such.
This year I didn’t get out to Liberatore’s or the Indian
restaurant, but did go to Outback and the diner. We either did
Friday or Saturday night at Outback. Friday was also Meet the
Pros. I dressed up as a character from “Vanguard” and
“Seekers”, and got my books autographed. At this point it’s
tough to remember everything.
Saturday, after the region meeting, I went to some science
panels, probably a fan film panel, and the Pangea party
(Pangea was an anthology which was funded through a
kickstarter). I know I went to Phil Guinta’s panel with Steve
Wilson and won their prize drawing – a choice of three books
out of a selection of five or six. One I didn’t have, so I picked
that and two others. On Sunday, we finished with Mystery
Trekkie Theatre. I enjoyed it very much.
On Monday we made the trek back home. As usual, I stayed
home a few more days before heading back to work.
(VADM Judy Waidlich)

We’re always looking for suggestions from folks for films
you’d like to see as a group. Feel free to share your suggestions
on the Avenger’s mailing list, in our Facebook group, or even by
contacting any member of the Command Staff. We’ll be heavily
relying on your input to determine what films we should see
together as a group.
We’re looking forward to scheduling more video days, and
we’re definitely interested in knowing what films/TV shows
you’d like to watch together, and also if you’d be willing to
host such an event. (We’ve had some wonderfully generous
folks host these events in the past, but hopefully we won’t have
to keep going back to the same people over and over again. If
we can move things around a bit, that’d be welcome.)
And, as always, if there’s something you’d like to suggest for
an event, don’t hesitate to speak up. We want to hold events
that out members want to attend, but we can only do what
members tell us they’d like. Your input is really important here.
As some of you may have seen, we’ve been compiling a large 20-23 August 2015 – STARFLEET International
list of potential activities, which we hope to develop into real Conference
I attended the STARFLEET International
events, but your input and support are crucial. The senior staff
Conference in Niagara Falls, New York this
can’t do it alone.
past August. This year’s IC was a joint
venture by Region 7 and Region 13. So the
Mission Reports:
Thursday before, I traveled down to Alex
Rosenzweig’s and Sarah Bolick’s place. From
This section of the column features short
there, we loaded up Alex’s Prius and headed
recaps of various Avenger and STARFLEET
north. We made good time. I even played
events. To make it the best it can be, though, I
with the maps app on my phone and followed our travels into
need your help. If you’ve been to an event, you
Niagara Falls (until the battery started to die down). We found
don’t need to write a whole long article. Just a
the hotel, parked and unloaded the car, and made our way up
paragraph or two would be great. Send them to
to our room. It was a nice room, though it was at the end of
me and I’ll include them here. And if you’ve got
pictures you want to supply, that, too, would be pretty the hall way on the left. It was several floors directly over the
awesome. (By the way, if a lot of folks contribute for a single TGI Fridays at the hotel, so we heard the band outside there
activity, it could always be broken out into a separate article, one day/evening. On another evening, there was a stage on the
and if you want to write a stand-alone piece, don’t let this corner outside the hotel and not far from the Fridays or our
feature stop you from doing so! It’s not an either-or room. We tried out the Rainforest Café that evening. Although
the food was good, I don’t think any of us enjoyed the
proposition, just another way to share.)
restaurant’s ambience much. Having never been to a Rainforest
Café, I wasn’t sure what to expect, but other people I know
7-9 August 2015 – Shore Leave
Shore Leave was a bit different this year. First, I took a seemed to have enjoyed it. If you haven’t been there, it’s pretty
slightly longer route so I could pick up my friend, Dave Sladky, much geared for 8-year-olds. The décor was nice – lots of
the CO of the U.S.S. Storm. The trip also hit a snag going over animal figures among fake trees, and more painted on wall. All
the Delaware Memorial Bridge due to lane closures, so we was fine until the lights started flashing and the sounds of
ended up getting there around my “normal” time, about dinner thunder came. As that passed, the animal noises came. Some
of the creatures were animatronic and moved and were vocal.
time.
This got annoying as the cycle repeated itself over and over
AVENGER NEWS #152— DECEMBER 2015
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and over (you get the idea). We were near a fish tank with
pretty tropical fish, but we needed to get up and walk over to it
to look at all the fish. Sarah was even less enthused by all the
noise and effects, and we left as quickly as we could.
On Friday, since not much
was scheduled, I decided to
help out at registration. That
way, I could attach faces to
people I knew by name. It was
a great way to meet folks. It
started with those manning
registration:
Darlene
Fairweather (my Assistant
Dean for IOSTS and the
Director of Treknology) and Tom Pawelczak (Darlene’s Assistant
Director, among other duties). I met, briefly, my College of
Engineering assistant, David W. Anderson, Jr., and eventually
my College of Temporal Physics assistant Wayne Killough, Jr.
(better known as the Commander of STARFLEET), and of
course the Academy Commandant, Peg Pellerin.
I believe that was the day that Alex really started to feel sick
(due to some evil co-worker spreading her germs) and after
searching out a drugstore for supplies, he stayed mostly in the
room with Sarah acting as nurse. I believe that evening we
followed a group which included Joost Ueffing and Wade and
Linda Olson down the street a block or so to a nice little burger
place with some outside seating. We also walked down another
block to the park by the falls.
There also was some socializing later in the evening in the
lounge on our floor, and we hung out and talked.
On Saturday, the IC officially kicked off with the opening
ceremonies and the introduction of the AB members and
Executive Committee. There were reports by each EC member.
I found myself a recipient of not just one, but two Academy
awards (one Red Squadron, the other for 10 years of service...
wow, I didn’t realize my involvement was that long. My, how
time flies) and the other was from Operations for our chapter’s
longevity. I visited the Quartermaster store to pick up some
items for a friend and ended up with a purchase myself. I also
attended the panel on STARFLEET Academy and ended up
assisting Peg Pellerin by looking up programs on my tablet for
her and at times having it circuit the room (yeah for the
conference center’s wifi!). I attended the Burger Bar luncheon
(you had to sign up in advance for that) and the Crowdfunding
and Trek panel (would you believe that “Axanar” had come up
– what a surprise!). The Banquet was that evening, along with
the auction items, followed by socializing and card games,
some of which made it back to the lounge area in the hotel.
On Sunday, I made it to the tail end of the Meet the Brass
panel, and the closing ceremonies, so I caught part of the
discussion on the CQ and how the electronic version was more
successful than expected. Afterward, I joined Debbie Blaser,
who led a tour of the Canadian Side of the falls (passport
required). Other attendees were Jeff and Laura Victor, Teriel
(or Ariel Vitali and Terry Bingham), Mike Garcia and his wife,
Mike Stein (from the U.S.S. Justice), and the Battershills. Aside
from the falls, we journeyed up to a Burger King to enjoy
poutine, which is French fries covered with cheese curds and
gravy–a Canadian dish–and beaver tail (a dessert), and stopped
by the Hershey store and the Duty Free store before heading
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back to the US side. In the evening, Alex, Sarah, and I ate at a
nice restaurant that the hotel staff recommended. The décor
was good and the food excellent.
On Monday, we loaded up the car, checked out, and got gas
(remembering that we needed to pump our own when we were
questioning the slow service). Since Alex was still sick, and
Sarah was, too, by then, I got to drive the Prius across and
then down through New York State, through the Poconos, and
back into New Jersey. I enjoyed a few more days off before
going back to work.
It was a nice vacation and an extremely enjoyable IC. It
makes me think about going down to Louisville for IC 2016.
(VADM Judy Waidlich)

12 September 2015 – Newark Comic Con

Despite a lack of interest from
the Region and the other New
Jersey chapters, we obtained a
table for the first Newark Comic
Con, held on September 12th.
Since I had the recruitment
posters and we had a small
contingent going, I joined Alex
Rosenzweig and Sarah Bolick for
the event. Alex and Sarah picked me up and we journeyed to
the hotel, which turned out to be nearly across the street from
the NJ PAC (Performing Arts Center). We quickly unloaded and
made our way through the crowds to find our table. (We’d
arrived as the con was opening.) The con was run in a slightly
unexpected manner: tables had been claimed on sort of a firstcome, first-served manner and not assigned, so we ended up in
a corner of the dealers’ room at the end of a row. It wasn’t too
bad. The con was very well attended in my opinion. The artists
who attended tempted me to buy, but I managed not to (lack
of display space at my apartment was a big deterrent). We
even picked up a couple of new members. The downside was
frying my laptop’s battery, which needs replacing. (I haven’t
done that yet due to lack of time.)
(VADM Judy Waidlich)

19 September 2015 – Lakewood Lions Renaissance
Faire

On Saturday, September
19th, I ventured forth to the
Lakewood Lions Renaissance
Faire. The plan was to go to
the faire, check out Jim and
Jen Renda’s booth, and see
who else I could find there.
As the day progressed, I
found the Rendas’ booth,
down the road from where
Dan Adler was working with a friend, although it took a fair bit
of the day before I caught up with him, which may have been
when I also caught up with Sarah Bolick and Alex Rosenzweig.
‘Twas a lovely day to take in the booths, making some
jewelry purchases – so what else is new – and enjoying the
food (including the official soda of Scotland, according to the
vendor) and the ambiance of the faire. I ran into a couple of
people from “Starship Farragut”, Gina and Frank Hernandez. At
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first I could not place where I knew them; they were not in
TOS uniforms, but in ren garb. It turned out that they live not
too far away.
I took in the joust and a few other performances during the
day before heading home.
(VADM Judy Waidlich)

2-4 October 2015 – 2015 Region 7 Conference

The 2015 Region Conference was held over the first weekend
in October down in Maryland at the Holiday Inn Express
Baltimore – BWI Airport West in Hanover. Our hosts were the
U.S.S. Richthofen. The first leg of my journey on Friday was
traveling down to Absecon, NJ to pick up the CO of the U.S.S.
Storm and the new OIC of the 7th Brigade, Dave Sladky. Due to
the route down (part of which was new to me), the weather,
and the continuing work on the Delaware Memorial Bridge, we
arrived around dinner time. Most people had ventured out, but
being tired with driving, I ordered in and enjoyed dinner with
one of the cadets.
Saturday:
The General Meeting was the first thing, and was well
attended. The Region 7 staff was in appropriate attire for the
Pirate theme. I roamed about in Pirate attire, but with green
body paint since I was an Orion pirate.
I attended the Marine Muster next, where Dave Sladky
talked about uniforms. He hopes that the Marines will appear in
proper uniforms at functions and that reports should be about
Marine activities, the Marine Academy, and awards. He talked
of having a newsletter, the quartermaster store, and posting
positions for his staff – with a preference for dedicated Marines
over reservists – and other Marine stuff. It made me think
about staying on as OIC of our unit for a while longer to see
how the brigade and our battalion are during the next couple of
months, activity-wise.
50th Anniversary and Recruitment Brainstorming
Session: The title says it all. One idea was a fundraiser.
I enjoyed a slightly early lunch with Dave at the Denny’s
restaurant next to the hotel. The workers’ first guess was that I
was a green goblin or such from Spiderman, not a bad guess.
As we left, many other conference attendees were showing up
for lunch, but we needed to get back for a panel of which Dave
was in charge.
Pirates of Star Trek: The Orions: David Sladky led this
panel. It was very informative, with everything you wanted to
know about Orions. I learned about the 3 types of Orions:
ruddy, gray, and green.
Then it was onto the STARFLEET Academy. George Ann
Wheeler and I ran this panel. We explained the workings of the
Academy, especially the new request system, and answered
lots of questions. It was well attended. The panel went
especially well considering that George Ann and I were
expecting Karen Carothers to be there and in charge (but she
needed some down time; she had been trying to keep
everything running on time since Friday), but we ended up
winging it.
Next up for me was the Charities /Community Service
Panel: We went over tips to make charity work and community
service fun for your group. If there is a personal connection
and if it is fun, it will continue. Many types of community
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service are done by
various
chapters,
including scholarships,
Wounded
W a r r i o r s,
PSTD, Toys for Tots, Big
Cat Rescue, Blind Cat
Rescue, community food
banks,
and
school
supplies for shelters or
schools. A chapter can have awards for participating. The R7
resource page was mentioned. We were warned to be careful
of Kickstarters and GoFundMe, since there is more of a risk of
money not going where it says it will. (Charities can be checked
on Charity Navigator and other sites.)
Dinner was off site at the Green Turtle, a nice little sports
bar. There was good food and too many conversations to take
them all in. I talked more with the people from the U.S.S.
Albany, whom I had met when we checked in.
At this point, nearly two months later, I don’t remember
whether I was green or not for dinner, but did eventually get
the body paint removed sometime that evening. I did attend
some of the socializing after dinner. I missed the raffle drawing
(which leads me to think I was removing the body paint then),
but I didn’t win any – although Alex did.
Sunday:
After breakfast, I left early since I needed to drop Dave off at
his place and then continue home.
(VADM Judy Waidlich)

9-11 October 2015 – Watkins Glen Weekend XXVI

Watkins Glen Weekend this year almost didn’t happen.
Following last year’s relatively abysmal turnout, it was, for a
time, unclear if this year’s Watkins Glen Weekend (WGW)
would even happen. However, a decision eventually was made
to hold the event. Moreover, the advertising went out that it
might well be the FINAL Watkins Glen Weekend.
Well, if that were the case, I certainly couldn’t miss THAT!
Moreover, CMDR Sarah Bolick, having moved up north and
living close enough to go, had been looking forward to this
event for years. So it was a given that we would go.
Because things had come together so late, I wasn’t able to
take time off from work, so CMDR (Ret) Amy Wilson stepped in
to handle the room reservations. Unlike last year, the usual
suspects from NJ/PA were in attendance, including myself (with
Sarah), LCDR Mike Rupprecht, CMDRs Steve and Kathy
Dickinson, Amy of course, and CAPT (ret) Rhonda E! Green.
Sarah and I began our journey north after I finished work, and
we journeyed through the evening, fighting traffic and darkness
until we reached Ithaca just after 0200. We’d stopped off at a
Dunkin Donuts in Whitney Point, so our last leg of the journey
had been partly fueled by sugar
and caffeine, and we were a
little loopy, but we were quiet
enough not to wake everyone as
we eventually got into bed.
Saturday began with a trip to
Purity. Once just an ice cream
store, it had expanded since our
last visit and now had a full
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breakfast menu, as well. It was quite delicious, too! We then
returned to the hotel for staging and embarkation on the trip to
Watkins Glen.
The weather proved
gorgeous, a fine day for a hike.
It was sunny and crisp, just
beautiful. Apparently a lot of
folks agreed with that point,
because the Glen Gorge was
crowded! For the first time in
all our journeys there, the main
parking lot, and even the
overflow lot at the park, were
FULL! We had to find other alternatives. Once that was done,
we had the usual starting discussion, and then began to climb.
Now, I’ve done this climb a couple of dozen times, but it was
newly fresh for me, seeing it with Sarah, as it was her first
time. As it turned out, for various reasons, we took the climb
much more slowly than I was used to, and far slower than the
rest of the group, so they had to wait
for a while for us to finish the ascent. As
it turned out, though, it made the
Jacob’s Ladder climb at the end a lot
easier, as the slower pace let me rest up
for it.
The top of the Glen Gorge is a place
where, traditionally, we rest up and
share a bit about our lives, especially
noting the best, or at least most
significant, thing that’s happened to us
since our last WGW. It was no different
this year, and I got a chance to speak of my new relationship,
and about buying a home of our own. Also discussed, as it
hung over the entire weekend, was the reason that this is
expected to be the last WGW: the decommissioning of FT 1842
Accord. Both current CO CAPT Will Devine and former CO GEN
Mark Anbinder spoke to the assembled group. Everybody held it
together until Mark started to tear up, and who could blame
him? He was one of the plankholders of a group that had
completed a 25-year odyssey! Eventually, the relaxation time
was done, and we gathered our things and headed back down
the gorge.
Steve Dickinson had a work trip to get ready for, so he and
Kathy headed home soon after we returned to Ithaca. The rest
of us attended dinner at The Rose, a nice restaurant not far
from the hotel. Dinner was followed by the by-now-traditional
Purity visit for ice cream, where we enjoyed sweet confections
and more good companionship.
Sunday morning marks the
final event of the weekend,
brunch at the Ithaca Ramada,
where we (again) ate, and
relaxed together before those
of us who had traveled from
afar would begin our journey
home. Finally, one by one,
people said their goodbyes
and departed. The final
“ceremonial” bit was the watching of a video message from
Mike Shappe, a former Avenger member and one of the
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founders of the Accord, who sent a message to the crew to
mark the end of that chapter’s journeys. As was traditional, I
(with Sarah, this time) was about the last person to go, even
counting the local folks.
As we journeyed home, we wondered about what it would be
like without this annual event hosted by the Accord. An
important part of our lives had ended, and it remains to be
seen how we’ll return to the Glen Gorge. Whatever happens,
though, I think we’ll always remember this annual pilgrimage to
one of the most beautiful places in the Northeastern US.
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)

17 October 2015 – U.S.S. Avenger Trip to U.S.S. Intrepid
Sea, Air, and Space Museum
Four members—myself, CMDR Sarah Bolick, FCAPT Dave
Lynch, and LCDR Jenn Lynch—headed into New York City to
visit the U.S.S. Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum. Among
the various attractions, one of our major goals was to visit the
Space Shuttle Enterprise, as well, now housed in a pavilion near
the stern of the Intrepid.
Sarah and I met up with Dave and Jenn at the Intrepid,
having walked up from Penn Station. The ship’s stern looked
down from above us, and the name “Intrepid” could clearly be
seen. We entered and began our exploration.
The museum is filled with
history, both from the missions
of the Intrepid herself and the
various other activities in which
the ship participated, such as
Gemini spacecraft recovery
operations. The displays show
the technologies used aboard
ship, as well as the day-to-day
life on a carrier. Everything
from communications tech to mess hall activities was displayed,
and it was a rewarding learning experience.
Finally, we went to the other part of our reason for visiting:
the space shuttle pavilion, which houses the orbiter Enterprise.
As you know, the Enterprise
was never designed for actual
orbital flight, instead utilized as
part of the approach and
landing tests for the shuttle
design. This fact does not take
away from the majesty of this
great black-and-white vehicle
that forms the centerpiece of
the pavilion.
We were able to get much closer to the Enterprise than we
could in its former berth at the Udvar-Hazy Center (the Air and
Space Museum Annex in Virginia), but we were still not allowed
to touch her. Even still, I was able to get a lot of pictures of
details of the vehicle’s design and construction. A platform at
one end of the pavilion allowed visitors to climb up to the level
of the cockpit and look down the length of the orbiter, which
was an amazing view. Surrounding the vehicle were displays
that outlined the history of the Shuttle Program, the missions of
the various orbiters, and even the particular history of the
Enterprise herself...which, of course, did not omit the intrinsic
connection to Star Trek, due to the letter-writing campaign in
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the mid-1970s which asked that the first orbiter be named
Enterprise. (The fans didn’t know at the time that the vehicle in
question would never fly in space. Oops!)
Also in the shuttle pavilion was another exhibition, this one
featuring the amazing photography of the Hubble Space
Telescope, marking its 25th year of service. The history of the
telescope, from its initial launch and the discovery of the flawed
mirror, to the amazing repair mission that added corrective
optics (essentially giving the Hubble its own set of glasses!),
and on to the many years of amazing photos and studies of the
galaxy around us (and far beyond!), was presented, and the
amazing achievements of this tremendous spaceborne
observatory were highlighted. A display even showed the nextgeneration telescope, the James Webb, which will hopefully be
sent into space before the end of this decade.
All in all, it was a fascinating and educational day, one which
we all thought was both rewarding and enjoyable. We hope to
go back again in the future, especially once the final display
structure for the Enterprise is completed!
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)

a crewmember thought dead and left
behind. Of course, the truth is that he wasn’t
dead, and faced the question of how to
survive for the four years until the NEXT
mission arrived at Mars, when there were
only 30 days’ worth of supplies remaining.
Based on the novel of the same name by
Andy Weir, “The Martian” was described in
one review as “a love letter to science”. It’s
true, really.
The Avenger had planned to see this film
as a group, though in the end, only two members—myself and
CMDR Sarah Bolick—attended that showing. We had a great
time with this film, and it promptly ended up on our “favorites
of 2015” list. We wished that more folks would have joined us,
though, because it would have been fun to get more discussion
immediately after seeing the film.
Hopefully we’ll see more of you at “Star Wars”!
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)

18 October 2015 – U.S.S. Avenger Trip to “The Martian”

Special thanks to those who have contributed to this column!
It’s really appreciated. We invite anyone who went to an event
and would like to share to also contribute a paragraph or two
to this column! It’s quick and easy, and it’s great to share
different views of what the club and its members are doing!

One of the things we try to do as a group is support science
fiction and space movies by going together to see them, when
possible. “The Martian” was a perfect film to do this, it
featuring a near-future mission to the planet Mars and the
events that follow a hurried escape from mars and the plight of

The Gum You Chew Could Put
Your Pets in Danger
BY JOE CUTTER
(SUBMITTED BY FRANK WHARTON)

The sweetener xylitol is showing up in alarmingly high
numbers in dogs that ingest chewing gum that owners
accidentally leave around.
According to the Wall Street Journal, the Pet
Poison Helpline has fielded more than 2,800 calls
this year about suspected xylitol ingestion. That
is up from 300 in 2009.
The artificial sweetener is used in a variety of
chewing gum brands such as Trident and Orbit.
It can also be found in sugarless candies
typically consumed by diabetics and those
monitoring their sugar intake.
“The body identifies the xylitol as sugar, it causes a rush of
insulin to be released. And as a result, the blood sugar in the
pet drops, and then we have a cascade of different events,” Dr.
Peter Falk of the New Jersey Veterinary Medical Association
explained.
When ingested by humans, however, the sweetener doesn’t
have the same harmful effects.
Falk says xylitol may cause dogs to vomit, show weakness,
tremors, and seizures, and without immediate veterinary
attention, the pet could ultimately die.

“Since this xylitol is a fast-acting toxin, it is not something to
wait on because it can start to take effect within 30 minutes,”
Falk said. He says if the dog is treated quickly enough, there
should be a good result. Bottom line, however,
pet owners should call the vet immediately if
they believe their pet has ingested a confection
containing xylitol. Also, the ASPCA Animal Poison
Control Center can be contacted quickly at 888426-4435.
Xylitol joins a long list of other harmful foods
and substances that can harm your dog or cat.
According to the ASPCA, that list includes:
alcohol, avocado, chocolate, coffee and caffeine, citrus,
coconut and coconut oil, grapes and raisins, macadamia nuts,
milk and dairy, nuts, onions, garlic, chives, raw/undercooked
meat, eggs and bones, salt and salty, snack foods and yeast
dough.

Joe Cutter is the afternoon news anchor on New Jersey 101.5.

Xylitol Formula
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STARFLEET and Region 7 News
Commanding
- U.S.S. Harlequin, NX-75032. Based in Baton Rouge, LA,
Region 3, COMM Brian Landry, Commanding
STARFLEET News:

** The Department of Technical Services (DTS) is seeking
talented artists to help execute engineering drawings of
** Executive Committee News:
starships and space stations. If you’re interested,
- COMM Michael Garcia has resigned as Chief of
contact ADM Alex Rosenzweig at shoc-dts@sfi.org or
Communications. The Vice Chief and Associate Vice Chief
alexr1860@optimum.net, or by US Post at 980 Linwood
also resigned.
Place North Brunswick, NJ 08902-2267.
- COMM Matthew Miller has been appointed as the new
Chief of Communications. He and his team are ready to ** Membership Perks have been established for
start working on getting the communications areas of
STARFLEET members. Here is where to find discount
STARFLEET (including the CQ) caught up. COMM Miller can
codes to all of our Membership Perk Partners:
be reached at comms@sfi.org.
- Surf to the STARFLEET Database at https://db.sfi.org/
- Log on using your database ID (provided to you as part of
** Admiralty Board Updates:
your membership packet, but if you don't know what your
- VADM Patrick McAndrew has been elected as the
User ID and password is, please contact the STARFLEET
Region 5 Regional Coordinator.
Help Desk)
- FCAPT Ken Purdie has been elected as the Region 15
- Click on the "MEMBER" button on the left side to show the
Regional Coordinator.
menu of available member tools
- ADM David Nottage has been elected as the Region 4
- Click on the "MEMBERSHIP PERK" button.
Regional Coordinator.
On this page, you'll see all of STARFLEET's Membership
Perks and their discount codes for you to use!
** The 2015 IRS Form 990 for STARFLEET is finished and has
For more information about STARFLEET's Membership
been submitted on time.
Perks, please visit: http://perks.sfi.org/
** The current Deputy Chief Chaplain has submitted his ** STARFLEET Marines News
resignation and will be leaving this position effective 1
- BGN Jari James welcomed BDR David Sladky
December 2015. Resumes are being accepted for this
as the 7th Brigade Officer in Charge.
position.
- BDR Tom King will stand down as 5th
Brigade Officer in Charge as of 1 Jan 2016.
** The STARFLEET Medical Corps is seeking
- LTCOL Jason Garrett will stand down as 20th Brigade
STARFLEET members who would like to
Officer in Charge as of 1 Jan 2016.
volunteer to help others in the areas of
- MAJ Laurie McAndrew has been appointed to the 5th
community health education, community health
Brigade Officer in Charge position.
promotion, home fire prevention and home
- 2LT Jamie Spracklen has been appointed to the 20th
safety education, and related community service activities
Brigade Officer in Charge position.
for the benefit of members in STARFLEET Regions and the
community where STARFLEET members live as an ** STARFLEET International Conference News
expression of the “Let Me Help” spirit of Star Trek. Positions
- IC 2016 will be held in Louisville, KY
include STARFLEET Medical Corps, Fire Commissioner;
on 12-14 August 2016, at the Crowne
STARFLEET Medical Corps, Fire Commissioner-Deputy;
Plaza Louisville Airport.
Assistant Surgeon General (for assigned STARFLEET
- The IC will have a dual theme this year:
Region); and Team Leader for Veterinary Issues Team.
NASA and Star Trek’s 50th anniversary.
If you have any questions, contact Major General Oliver
- The IC website is http://www.ic2016.com
Savander, Sr. at co@tiberius.org
- The IC also has a Facebook page.
** STARFLEET Operations has announced
the commissioning of the following
chapters:
- U.S.S. Selene, NCC-75014, based in
Pearl River, LA, Region 3, CAPT Brandon
M. Case, Commanding
** STARFLEET Shakedown Operations has announced the Region 7 News:
launching of the following chapters:
- U.S.S. Fenris, NX-4744396, based in Hafnarfjordur, ** FCAPT Lisa Stuckey has been appointed as the region’s
Iceland, Region 9, RADM Gudjon Sigmundsson,
new Recruitment Officer.
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STARFLEET and Region 7 News
** Chief of Staff VADM Jeff Victor has announced that the
Regional Awards Director position has been eliminated.
In the future, awards will be handled by the regional senior
staff.
** BGN Jari James welcomed BDR David Sladky as the 7th
Brigade Officer in Charge.

relaunch our regional newsletter as a bimonthly HTML
email publication. The first publication date will be ca. 1
January to kick off the 50th Anniversary year.
** The U.S.S. Accord has been decommissioned at
the request of her crew, ending a 25-year tenure as a
STARFLEET chapter.

** The U.S.S. Edinburgh has been decommissioned,
** BDR David Sladky announced the appointment of BDR Ed
as was announced at the Region 7 Conference.
Wandall to the position of Deputy Officer in Charge, 7th
Brigade
** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet
cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com) For further
** Karen Carothers, R7 Communications Chief, announced that
info, contact Mike Stein at JusticeOC@aol.com or check out
as part of our 50th Anniversary celebrations, she'd like to
the Region 7 website at http://www.region7.com

Space Debris
BY JENNIFER LYNCH

We think nothing of what we throw away in the trash or into
the recycling bins. It is a common, everyday task for us, after
all. But have you ever given a thought to
space debris (orbiting junk)? What happens
to old satellites that are no longer
functional? What about fuel pods and
booster rockets that are all used up outside
of Earth’s gravity? Most of it stays up in
orbit around the Earth like an ever-growing
orbiting junkyard surrounding the planet.
Occasionally some items do fall to Earth,
and burn up upon entry into our
atmosphere.
In one of the episodes of “Science View”
they talked about research into new ways to
get rid of the space junk, as well as
protecting the ISS and satellites. There are
more than 16 thousand pieces of debris over
10 cm in size that can do serious harm to
the ISS and important working satellites,
and many more smaller pieces that can do
just as much damage to the ISS. However,
anything under 10 cm is undetectable to the sensors that warn
the station and the satellites.
As more countries send up their own satellites, the more we
will have to worry about debris in the years to come. However,
some steps are being taken to help control this problem. The
UN adopted guidelines in 2008 for space debris that state that
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satellites must deorbit within 25 years of launching. They are
working on more guidelines. There are debris observation
stations that search for dangerous debris, so
that the orbit of the ISS or a satellite can be
altered to avoid the debris, but as I said
before, this only works for the larger pieces
and some smaller pieces.
Research into protection for the smaller
pieces of debris is an ongoing project in
many nations. One possible solution is to
launch an angled metal plate to deflect the
smaller debris when it is detected. The plate
would be launched to intercept the debris at
a distance of 10 meters. Another research
project is focused on a new type of
protective barrier that uses no metal at all.
This protective barrier uses several layers of
different materials to make it very light, but
also very strong. A layer of carbon fiberreinforced plastic (CFRP), silicone gel, and
polycarbonate, and in-between these three
materials is a layer or more of aramid fiber.
Both of these research projects have shown promise during
research and development. A mini-satellite named Micro
Remover is also being researched. This mini-satellite would be
small enough to launch on any payload going up. It would
deploy its arms to grab the debris and drag it into a decaying
orbit to burn up in the atmosphere.
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Star Trek Book News
COMPILED

BY

ALEX ROSENZWEIG

Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek mete out her revenge on the captain by first decimating the
books…
population of Bajor…
Available December 2015:
ST: TOS: Child of Two Worlds
by Greg Cox
The year is 2255, not long after the
events of the Original Series episode “The
Cage”. A young Spock is science officer on
the U.S.S. Enterprise, under the command
of Captain Christopher Pike, when an
outbreak of deadly Rigelian fever threatens
the crew. Reviewing the Star Fleet medical
database, Dr. Phillip Boyce comes up with a
highly experimental and untested new
treatment that might save the crew. Just
one problem: it requires a rare mineral
substance, ryetalyn, which is not easily
obtained…except on a remote alien colony near the Klingon
border. But borders are somewhat blurry in this part of galaxy.
Pike will need to tread carefully in order to avoid provoking an
armed conflict with the Klingons—or starting an all-out war.
Available January 2016:
ST: DS9: Ascendance
by David R. George III
On the original Deep Space Nine, Captain
Kira Nerys watches as the nearby wormhole
opens and discharges a single, bladelike
vessel. Attempts to contact its crew fail, and
the ship is soon followed by another vessel
of similar design. When an armada
subsequently begins to emerge from the
wormhole, it seems clear that DS9 is under
attack. Kira orders her first officer,
Commander Elias Vaughn, to board the
U.S.S. Defiant and defend the station, and
alerts Star Fleet to send additional forces as
her crew prepares DS9’s shields and weaponry for the
onslaught to come.
Meanwhile, on the lead ship, Iliana Ghemor considers
launching an attack on DS9 and finally ending the life of Kira,
the fountainhead of all the ills in her miserable life. Her
vengeance demands more than mere death, though—it
requires pain. Ghemor refocuses, choosing to follow her plan to

14

Available February 2016:
ST:VOY: A Pocket Full of Lies
by Kirsten Beyer
The Full Circle Fleet has resumed its
unprecedented explorations of the Delta
Quadrant and former Borg space.
Commander Liam O'Donnell of the U.S.S.
Demeter makes a promising first contact
with the Nihydron—humanoid aliens that are
collectors of history. They rarely interact with
the species they study but have created a
massive database of numerous races,
inhabited planets, and the current
geopolitical landscape of a large swath of the
quadrant. When an exchange of data is
proposed via a formal meeting, the Nihydron representatives
are visibly shaken when Admiral Kathryn Janeway greets them.
For almost a century, two local species—the Rilnar and the
Zahl—have fought for control of the nearby planet Sormana,
with both sides claiming it as their ancestral homeworld. The
shocking part is that for the last several years, the Rilnar have
been steadily gaining ground, thanks to the tactics of their
current commanding officer: a human woman, who appears to
be none other than Kathryn Janeway herself...
ST:TOS: Miasma (eBook Novella)
by Greg Cox
The Enterprise-A is transporting a party
of diplomats when it picks up a mysterious
alien signal emanating from a nearby
world. The planet’s dense, impenetrable
atmosphere makes it unclear if the beacon
is a distress signal, an invitation—or a
warning to stay away. Spock, Doctor
McCoy, and Chekov are part of a team sent
to investigate, but an unexpected
catastrophe forces a crash landing. Now
the landing party is stranded on a hostile
world, unable to communicate with the
Enterprise. While Captain Kirk and Saavik race to locate the lost
crew, a badly wounded Spock struggles to keep McCoy and the
others alive until they can be rescued, even if that means
making an unthinkable sacrifice.
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Ship’s BBS
The Ship’s BBS was first introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where
items of interest could be posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things do change from
issue to issue, so keep checking back each issue, and if you’ve got an item you’d like to share, feel free to send it in. 
* Help Wanted!
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help!
The following positions are open:
- Chief of Operations: Serve on the senior staff, and be a
leader of the members in the Operations Division. Have a
direct voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight helm/
navigation, tactical/shipboard weaponry, small craft (shuttles/
fighters), logistics, etc., both in the Trek Universe and in real
life. (This position requires STARFLEET membership in good
standing.)
- Press Officer: Write and distribute press releases to the
ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media
personnel, and help craft our club image to the world at
large!
- Avenger News Layout Editor: This is a real-world position.
Receive edited articles from the Managing/Copy Editor, and
place them into a layout for the newsletter for final
publication. It’s a great chance for someone with creativity
and style to shine. Contact ADM Alex if you’d like to volunteer
for this sometimes-challenging but often-rewarding position.
- Storytellers: See “Avenger Fiction Update” later in this
column.
Contact RADM Judy or ADM Alex if you’d like to volunteer!
* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love
to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our
members bring to the group, and can be as simple as
something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy!
Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event
Planner and begin your adventure today. Event Planners
contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners
and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship
meeting. This is a way for everyone to find out the details of
what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to
do! We need your help, because if no one coordinates events,
they don’t happen!!
* Internet Resources:
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the
Internet! Check ‘em out...
- The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can
find information about your fellow crewmates and read online
logs from your division chief: http://www.ussavenger.org/
- Another great way to contact your STARFLEET buddies is
through Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be found
on the Avenger site. Go to the Internet Resources link on the
navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow the
instructions about IRC. NOTE: To access the IRC servers,
use:
chat.trekfan.org
Port 6667
The main STARFLEET channel is #Fleetchat, and Avenger
maintains its own channel at #avenger
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated
news from the Avenger via email and special website
features. Check it out at:
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http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-sfi

- Avenger is also well-represented on Facebook, with both a
page and a group. The page is generally updated with
information directed more to the general public, while the
group includes more of the discussions, events
announcements, and cross-chatter among members and
friends. The URLs are:
Avenger Facebook Group: http://www.facebook.com/
groups/27371220186/
Avenger Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
USS-Avenger/159162957480482
- Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF
format, on the Avenger website.
* Our CaféPress Store: You can buy Avenger stuff online like
T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads, etc at the CafePress
Avenger Store, featuring our logo. It can be found at: http://

www.cafepress.com/ussavenger

*30th Anniversary CaféPress Store: For our 30th
Anniversary year, we’ll have a special store open. Special
anniversary products can be found here:

http://www.cafepress.com/Avenger30

* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is there something you’d like
that we’re not offering at the Avenger Store? Check out
CaféPress’s product list, and if you see something there that
you’d like and that’s not available in our store, contact Avenger
Command and let them know.
* Look at the spiffy poster below and go buy one! The
Avenger Cutaway Poster, done by artist Chris Allan, is a
detailed poster that matches up with the official Avenger
Blueprints and gives a fascinating look inside our vessel. Take a
look! It’s at our CaféPress store: http://www.cafepress.com/

ussavenger

* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested
members are invited to join a community called Project SIMELE.
“SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET In the Movie and Early Lost
Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of STARFLEET
who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are fictionally set
in the timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the Star Trek
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Ship’s BBS
Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the Avenger.)
It’s designed to provide a venue for members to share
resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in this
era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative fiction, and so
forth. Come check the group out at

The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate General Plans cost a mere
$10.00 for Avenger crew members, and can be purchased
directly from Alex Rosenzweig. You can also buy the plans via
mail order for $12, which includes shipping charges. Money
orders are preferred, and will speed delivery. However,
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/
personal checks are acceptable and should be payable to
“Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for
* Avenger Blueprints!
$15.00 and deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order,
Do you find yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty simply print out the handy order form at web site, or send your
while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of name, address, e-mail address, number and type of sets
these spiffy blueprint maps!
desired, along with your check or money order, to the following
address:
From the Federation Frontiers
Federation Frontiers
publishing office, we are
c/o Michael C. Rupprecht
pleased to offer General Plans
3711 Bloomingdale Drive
for the Avenger-Class Heavy
Hillsborough, NJ 08844-5531
Frigate. No starship, save the
famous line of those named
* Avenger Fiction Update
Enterprise, has received this
- The story of the ship’s latest change of command is now in
much attention to detail.
the writing process. It’s coming together pretty smoothly so
far!
The twenty (20) sheet set includes:
- Contributions of stories set in the Avenger’s fictional universe,
- Construction history
of any length, are welcome and sought!
- Ship's directory
- Ideas and suggestions for future possible group collaborations
- Six (6) external views
are welcomed, too. Feel free to send them to ADM Alex, or
- Full starship specifications
even pitch them to the Avenger’s e-mail list.
- Equipment listing (with system contractors)
- Suggestions for interesting characters to fill open spots in
- Four (4) cross-section views
Avenger’s fictional crew are wanted! You can provide just
- Plan views of all eleven decks at 1:600 scale
some rough notes, or a full character file. If you’d like to get
- Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main
in on the fun, check in with ADM Alex.
engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay, - And don’t forget to work on keeping your own main
transporter complex, and auxiliary control.
character’s file up-to-date, too! Or create one if you haven’t
done so yet. Check with ADM Alex for assistance if you need
For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at
it.
mrupprecht@hindlepowerinc.com, or just visit the Federation
Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star Trek * Quote for this Issue:
technical documents: http://federationfrontiers.tripod.com/ “Science is not only compatible with
fh1860/
spirituality; it is a profound source of
spirituality. ” - Carl Sagan

IMAGE GALLERY

“High Above”, by Jetfreak74656 (from DeviantArt)
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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“Enterprise on Patrol”, by Jason Adank
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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Trekonderoga 2015
BY JUDY WAIDLICH

On September 4th-6th, Retro Film Studios opened their doors
to the public for tours, a dealers’ room, workshops and other
programming, autographs, and photo ops with celebrity guests.
It was basically a mini-con at the studio: a recreation of the
Star Trek sets at Desilu Studios,
and the surrounding area. In
conjunction with the Ti-Alliance,
many local stores, hotels, and
venues had special discounts for
attendees. Talks and workshops
were spread about the small
community, at the Ti High
School,
North
County
Community College, and Retro
Film Studios. The Sunday
autograph session were held at
the Ti Community Center.
Celebrities included David
Gerrold (writer), Sally Kellerman
(Dr. Elizabeth Dehner), Sean
Kenney (injured Captain Pike LT
DePaul), BarBara Luna (Marlena
Moreau), Don Marshall (LT
Boma), Carl Sheldon, Louise
Sorel (Rayna Kapec), and Eric
Stillwell (writer). David Gerrold,
BarBara Luna, and Eric Stillwell
hosted episode screenings:
“Mirror, Mirror” (hosted by
BarBara Luna), “The Trouble
with Tribbles” (hosted by David
Gerrold), and “Yesterday’s
Enterprise” (hosted by Eric
Stillwell).
There were science talks: Dr.
Ronald Held gave presentations
on “Correct Science in the Star Trek Universe” and a talk on
“The Nature of Reality”. Dr. Inge Heyer had two talks also:
“The Real Worlds of Star Trek” and “Astronomical Images and
Star Trek”. Captain Tom Donnelly talked on “Space Elevator
Engineering”.
Technical Filmmaking Sessions included “Star Fleet Uniforms
and their Creation” (by James Cawley), “Structure of a Film
Crew” (by Dennis Hotston and Marybeth Rikouski), “Star Trek
Anthology” ( by James A. Bray), “Sets and Lighting” (by Kent
Schmidt), “Creating Creatures on a Budget” (by Dale Morton),
and “Makeup for Film and Media” (by James A. Bray).
Also there were ongoing showings of ST: New Voyages/
Phase II episodes.
Studio Tours only were $10, while general admission to the
tours, talks, New Voyages screenings, and dealer areas were
available for $45 (at the door). Photo ops with the celebrities
($35 each), the dinner dance ($40), special screenings (with
BarBara Luna, David Gerrold, and Eric Stillwell) ($35), photo
ops with the Batmobile ($20), and the Beam Me Up experience
were extra add-ons. With the Beam Me Up experience, you
received a video of you beaming out of the transporter room
(cost of $200). Naturally as with any con, autograph photos
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were available from the celebrities, who had their own pricing
schemes.
Besides the Batmobile, the B movie Bluesmobile and the
Zhang Heng Prius “shuttlecraft” were parked on display outside
the studio.
The easiest way to get about
was to walk back and forth. I
attended the event with David
Sladky, CO of the U.S.S. Storm.
He described walking about
Ticonderoga as follows: it was
uphill both ways. We arrived on
Friday afternoon, went to
registration to pick up the
admission badges, and took the
studio tour. We had a late lunch
at the Burleigh Luncheonette.
Later in the evening, we
attended the dinner (at the Best
Western hotel). Carl Sheldon
(Mr. Scott in some of the New
Voyages episodes) provided
music during the evening. James
Cawley sang several tunes (more
than the couple he said he
would). James is the premier
Elvis Tribute artist. The B movies
Blues Brothers did a song, too.
On Saturday I attended a
science talk with Inge, an
episode of New Voyages, and
the costuming workshop with
James Cawley (and got a ride
back to the studio from James –
see AN 151). During the
costuming panel, James passed
around several of the costumes used in New Voyages/Phase II,
and showed some from TOS: a Klingon, Khan’s vest from
TWOK, and an admiral’s dress uniform. I also toured through
the historical society’s museum in the afternoon and walked to
the waterfall in the park. After breakfast on Sunday with other
attendees, James, the B movie Blues Brothers, and the ST: NV
crew, we made our way back down to NJ.
There are definitely plans in the works for Trekonderoga
2016. James also plans other events and rental opportunities
for Kickstarter backers. For example, there was a screening
event on Dec 5, 2015.
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Kirk’s Enterprise Crew: Where
are they Now?
BY DANIEL ADLER

[Editor’s Note: This article is written from the point-of-view of Pavel Chekov
Avenger’s fictional era.]
Like Captain Uhura, Commander Chekov became
an instructor at Star Fleet Academy following the
One of the most renowned ships, and most decorated crews,
decommissioning of the Enterprise-A. Two years
in Star Fleet history, the U.S.S. Enterprise, NCC-1701-A was
later, he joined Captain Sulu aboard the Excelsior
decommissioned in 2294. What has Kirk’s senior staff been up
as First Officer. By the beginning of the 24th
to in the last 21 years?
Century, he had been promoted to Captain and
assigned to his own command. Later he
James T. Kirk
transferred to a posting at Star Fleet Security, and was
Kirk was lost 21 years ago, while a guest aboard eventually promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral. At the age of
the U.S.S. Enterprise, NCC-1701-B for its maiden 70, he remains in that posting.
flight. After a collision with an “energy ribbon”, Kirk
was declared lost and deceased at the age of 61.
Christine Chapel
After serving at Star Fleet Command for a
Spock
number of years, Dr. Chapel was promoted to
Following the death of Captain Kirk, Spock was
full Commander, and assigned as Chief Medical
assigned as the Commanding Officer of the Oberthofficer aboard the U.S.S. Excelsior. She
class science vessel Intrepid II. A year later, he
remained in that posting until the Excelsior
resigned from Star Fleet to shift to the Federation
disappeared in 2308. Were she here today, she
Diplomatic Corps. He is now, at the age of 85, a
would be 78 years of age.
well-established Ambassador.
Janice Rand
Leonard McCoy
Originally Captain Kirk’s Yeoman, she went on to
Dr. McCoy joined Captain Spock aboard
have a fulfilling career of her own. She left the
the Intrepid II as Chief Medical Officer.
Enterprise for several years, but in 2272 she
Following Spock’s departure from the
returned to serve as Transporter Chief with the
Intrepid II, he accepted a transfer to Star
rank of Lieutenant. Following the Enterprise’s fiveFleet Medical, and by 2300, was part of the
year mission that ended in 2278, she served at
faculty of the Medical Academy. There’s where he is now Star Fleet Command for several years, before being promoted
serving, at the age of 88.
to Lieutenant Commander and assigned as Chief of
Communications under Captain Sulu aboard the Excelsior. By
Montgomery Scott
the time she left Excelsior, she was also serving as the ship’s
Following the death of Captain Kirk, Scotty opted
Second Officer. She is currently 73 years old.
for retirement and left aboard the Jenolen for the
Norpin Colony in 2294 at the age of 72. The ship
Most information contained above was obtained through the
never arrived, and was declared lost with all hands.
Memory Alpha and Memory Beta archives. Several novels
provide additional information, notably One Constant Star.
Hikaru Sulu
Captain Sulu was assigned as Commanding
Officer of the U.S.S. Excelsior in 2290. In 2308,
the Excelsior went missing, and the fate of
Captain Sulu and the over 700 members of the
ship’s company remains unknown. Were he
here today, he would be 78 years of age.
Nyota Uhura
Commander Uhura took a teaching position
with Star Fleet Academy following the retirement
of the Enterprise-A in 2293. Later that same year
she was recruited into Starfleet Intelligence. In
2295, she joined Captain Spock aboard the
Intrepid II as his First Officer. When Captain
Spock left to join the Diplomatic Corps, Uhura was promoted to
Captain and named CO of the Intrepid II. In 2300, Uhura was
transferred from the Intrepid II to the U.S.S. Hermes where
she remains the Commanding Officer at the age of 76.
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Mission Docket
Upcoming Events

5 January 2016 – Sciences Division Fireside Chat
Skype Chat, 9:00 PM
Chief Science Officer Sarah Bolick will host a Skype chat on various science related topics. Make sure to contact Sarah for further
details and to make sure she has your Skype contact information!
Event Coordinator: CMDR Sarah Bolick, staryeyedgoddess@gmail.com
10 January 2016 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Star Trek in the Hands of the Fans – What is
being created, and how? Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: RADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu
30 January 2016 – 2016 Rutgers Geology Museum Open House
Geology Museum and Scott Hall, College Avenue, New Brunswick, NJ, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Come explore the sciences at the Geology Museum Open House. Presentations, a chance to explore
the museum, and a rock and mineral sale highlight the day. Presentations include: “The Moon rocks:
Lunar meteorites and the
secrets they contain”; “From Plate Tectonics to Deep Earth Dynamics: A Seismological Journey Inside
the Earth”; “The Sound and the Fury: Marine Acoustic Profiling to Measure Sea-Level Change Amid
Environmental Concerns”; and “Reconstructing the Paleoclimate and Paleoenvironment of the Turkana
Basin, Kenya”.
Event Coordinator: ADM Alex Rosenzweig, alexr1860@optimum.net
Event Website: https://geologymuseum.rutgers.edu/museum-events/open-house
12-14 February 2016 – Farpoint Convention
Radisson Hotel North Baltimore, 2004 Greenspring Drive, Baltimore, MD
Science Fiction convention. Media guests are David Gerrold, and Sean Maher.
Event Website: http://www.farpointcon.com
13 March 2016 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: The Music of Star Trek and Science Fiction.
Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: RADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu
10 April 2016 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Star Trek as a Mirror to Current Events. Dinner
and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: RADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu
NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can make
the proper arrangements. Thanks!
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331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17
Linden, NJ 07036-5695

U.S.S. Avenger

The Next Meeting of the U.S.S. Avenger will be:

Sunday, March 13, 2016
2:00 PM

North Brunswick Public Library
880 Hermann Road
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org
Avenger News 153 Deadline: February 20, 2016
Please send all submissions to Alex Rosenzweig
alexr1860@optimum.net

