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   We had a decent turnout to man the table at the Somerset 
Patriots’ Comic Con on Saturday, June 6th. We had a decent 
location across from one of the two concession stands. There 
were quite a few people in costume (many were kids) and 
there was a costume contest during the evening. We did get 
access to the stadium wi-fi and were able to post pictures 
during the game. We had several conversations with 
prospective members, but no one signed up at the game. 
   The big event (probably of the year for us) was our 30th 
Anniversary Party. We had a great turnout - 46 people, which 
included our Regional Coordinator, Wayne Augustson, and 

members from the Ascension, Adamant, Challenger, Justice, 
Storm, Britannic, and--from Region 13--the U.S.S. Hatfield 
(represented by Dave and Debbie Blaser). Norm Van Houten 
provided dessert - cupcakes with either blue, yellow (gold), or 
red icing (all very yummy), and a cake in the shape of the 
U.S.S. Avenger. Steven Dickinson provided the music. A great 
time was had by all. 
   Three of us--Alex Rosenzweig, Matt Rielly, and I--ventured 
out to attend the recruitment opportunity on July 11th at the 
Warren County Sci-Fi/Fantasy Day in Washington, NJ. We were 
surprised to find that our spot was outdoors. The day was 

beautiful, but we were in the sun. Fortunately I had sunscreen. 
We had one person sign up at the event and we also 
participated in a podcast. We were located next to a store with 
a ramp and railing; the railing became a great place for the 
Avenger banner. Even though the event could have been run 
better, it was pretty good for a first time venture. I really 
enjoyed the Lego display, which featured Star Trek sets! 
   I’m looking forward to Shore Leave and the IC occurring in 
August. I hope to get out to some of the movies (“Ant Man”, 
“Fantastic Four”, “Pixel”). Reviews weren’t good for “Pixel”; I 
guess the best parts were in the trailer. The U.S.S. Justice 

picnic is in mid-August. We are also looking into a Comic Con in 
Newark, NJ. 
   There may be various events in 2016 in connection with the 
50th Anniversary of Star Trek. Newark Library wants to do 
something and is looking for help from the NJ chapters.  
   Please feel free to join us or suggest things we can do. Come 
out and have fun with us this year!  
 

Vice Admiral Judy 
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Meanwhile, Back on the 

Bridge 

BY JUDY WAIDLICH 

IMAGE GALLERY 

“Fukuoka Tower”, from Bing 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

mailto:waidlich@rutchem.rutgers.edu
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Greetings, all! 
 
   Sorry to have taken so long to get back to this, and to the 
newsletter. As it happened, just after the anniversary, some 
real-life stuff happened that threw a monkeywrench into the 
usual works. Not to worry; it’s been largely good stuff, but it 
has been life-changing. In late July, I moved out of my parents’ 
place. Oh, it was just to a place across town, but after having 
lived in one place for over 40 years, it’s involved a lot of 
reorganizing stuff. In addition, as some of you know, CMDR 
Sarah Bolick and I are now in a relationship, and she’s moved 
up to live with me here in North Brunswick, NJ. That’s involved 
a lot of reorganization of time, as well. The upshot of all this 

has been that a lot of different aspects have been slowing me 
down on things like Avenger News, and only now are they 
starting to normalize enough to get back to it. 
   I’d like to thank you for your patience, and hopefully it won’t 
be too long ‘til we get back on schedule. 
   I’d also like to take a few minutes to thank some folks who’ve 
helped me out lately: Jen and Jim Renda, as well as August 
Ciufo, who helped out with some heavier moving loads. 
Another thanks goes to VADM Judy Waidlich, who helped with 
driving duties on our journey to the IC. 
   With that, let’s change the focus back to the ship and ‘FLEET. 
Since the release of AN#150 and the Anniversary Party, we’ve 
had a busy summer! The trip to Liberty Science Center, Shore 
Leave, the Warren County Sci-Fi/Fantasy Day, and the 
STARFLEET International Conference all offered ways to get 
involved and have fun! We’re planning for even more in the 
months to come, including the upcoming (at this writing) 
recruitment operation at the Newark (NJ) Comic Con. We hope 
that you’ll join in, and that you’ll also continue to offer your 
own suggestions and ideas for things to do. 

   I’d also like to take a moment to welcome some of our 
newest members, who have joined the chapter recently: 
      - Ron Hernandez 
      - Ensign Roy Bjellquist 
      - Francis J. Wharton 
      - COMM Cher Schleigh 
      - Rahadyan Sastrowardoyo 
      - James White, Jr. 
      - Armod Dubose 
 
   As always, it’s the membership that’s key to the success of 
the organization. As we start our fourth decade, the 
involvement and activity of our members continue to be the 

difference between success and failure. With that in mind, I 
and the rest of the Command Staff would love to hear your 
feedback about the Avenger, the anniversary, or just anything 
that’s on your mind. Above all, please don’t hesitate in letting 
us know if you’d like to try out an event or activity. Your ideas 
are what keep things happening, just as much as mine or 
Judy’s or any other member’s. Just because we don’t think of a 
potentially good idea doesn’t mean you shouldn’t suggest it. By 
all means, please do! After all, we want things to be fun for 
everyone! 
 
   And that’s it from me for now! Enjoy the rest of this issue of 
Avenger News! Have fun, and don’t forget “Mission Docket” for 
neat upcoming events. Take care, and ‘til next time…   
 
Alex  
 

ADM Alex Rosenzweig  

“Searchlight Shuttle”, by Euderion (from DeviantArt) 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

“Io Maneuvers”, by GazzaTrek (from DeviantArt) 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

IMAGE GALLERY 

Executive Thoughts 

BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 
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INDIVIDUAL U.S.S. AVENGER RENEWAL $10.00  
(Family Memberships $12.50) 

FOR STARFLEET MEMBERS, AVENGER MEMBERSHIP IS FREE! 
Your subscription lasts for six issues.  With any luck and a lot of good will, they will be delivered in PDF format to a registered 

forum online.  Free Adobe Reader downloads available on the web - for a printed copy of your newsletter, just hit PRINT!  But if 
you want us to mail them to ya’ anyhow, please add $5.00. 

Make out check or money order payable to USS Avenger.   

331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17,  Linden, NJ 07036-5695   

You can also renew at any ship meeting for your stamp-saving budget 

 

Join the International fun of STARFLEET at www.sfi.org  $10.00 gets you four electronic issues of the Communiqué (and $20.00 
gets you four hard copy issues) and access to the many fun programs STARFLEET offers. It also means that your next renewal 

with the Avenger is FREE! 

MEMBERSHIP ALLEY 

Roster Update 

Additions--Welcome Aboard! 
1) Ron Hernandez 
Associate 
3A Warwick Drive 
Monroe Township, NJ  08831-4917 
(732) 991-3937 
E-Mail: rchrch51@gmail.com 
 
2) Ensign Roy Bjellquist [SF] 
Operations Specialist (Department TBD) 
130 River Road 
Phillipsburg, NJ  088650-7625 
(908) 328-4232 
E-Mail: mooneaglealpha@yahoo.com 
 

3) Francis J. Wharton 
Associate/Sovereign 
P.O. Box 55304 
Trenton, NJ  08638-6304 
E-Mail: Frankwharton@hotmail.com 
 
4) Commodore Cher Schleigh 
Division/Position Pending 
PO Box 55304 
Trenton, NJ  08638-6304 
E-Mail: cherschleigh@gmail.com 
 
5) Rahadyan Sastrowardoyo 
Associate/Malverne 
E-Mail: rahadyant@gmail.com 
 
6) Ensign James White, Jr. 
Laboratory Technician 
157 Slocum Avenue 
Englewood, NJ  07631-2221 
(201) 312-7370 
E-Mail: james.ewhitejr@yahoo.com 
 
 

7) Ensign Armod Dubose 
Laboratory Technician 
232 Sherman Street, 1st Floor 
Passaic, NJ  07055-4304 
(973) 264-8125 
E-Mail: worktrucking@yahoo.com 
 
Welcome Back--Thanks for Renewing 
1) Commander Sarah Bolick 
2) Lt. Commander Michael Rupprecht 
3) Commander Norman Van Houten 
4) Vice Admiral Susan Bolick 
5) Colonel Amber Roberts 
6) Lt. Commander Jason Blackstone 
7) Lieutenant J.G. Daniel Negron 

 
Promotions—Congratulations! 
1) Ensign 1st Class Andrew Taylor to Lieutenant J.G. 
 
Commendations—Congratulations! 
1) Lieutenant J.G. Andrew Taylor - Sciences 
2) Commander Michelle Lampson – Command 
3) Amy Van Houten - Command  
 
Changes and Revisions—Where Are They Now? 
1) Lieutenant J.G. Andy Taylor should now be listed as a 
Scientist. 
2) Amber Stronach should now be listed as Amber Roberts. 
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U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 

BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

   This column, in accordance with the Avenger Officer’s 
Manual, is “a regular report of crew activities, in the form of a 
column in Avenger News or as a separate mailing. It started 
out with the idea of being a roundup of divisional activities, but 
is being retooled into a more general summary of chapter 
events and highlights. As such, if there’s something you’d like 
to share with the group—an idea, a suggestion, a personal 
milestone, etc.—feel free to let me know and it can get 
included. “SitRep” is a term used typically by the military or 
other government groups. It’s an abbreviation for “Situation 
Report”, a report given to both senior officers and subordinate 
staff to make sure that, put simply, they know what’s going on. 
And that’s what we do here. 
 
Onward...   
 

DIVISIONS: 
 

Command: 
 
      VADM Judy Waidlich has been very active since last 
issue. She’s been doing a lot of event coordinating, 
picking up the slack where the XO couldn’t due to his 
move. (More on that in a moment.) Events have included 

the 30th Anniversary Party and the Warren County Sci-Fi/
Fantasy Day, and she is also working on prep for the Newark 
Comic Con at this writing. In addition to all that, she attended 
Shore Leave, the STARFLEET International Conference, and the 
“Beyond Planet Earth” trip at the Liberty Science Center. 

   The XO’s office has been much quieter, due in large part to 
the XO moving (for the first time in four decades!). ADM 
Rosenzweig bought a house and moved across town, and was 
joined by CMDR Bolick. The two of them have been reworking 
their lives, and as such, some Avenger-related stuff has had to 
take a back seat for a while. Nonetheless, ADM Rosenzweig 
was able to attend Shore Leave, The International Conference, 
the Warren County Sci-Fi/Fantasy Day, the “Beyond Planet 
Earth” trip at the Liberty Science Center, and of course the 
Anniversary Party. Gradually, things are starting to return to 
normal, with this newsletter issue being a big part of that. ADM 
Alex also continues to serve as Press Officer and Fiction 
Coordinator.      
      

Sciences: 
 

   In June and July, CMDR Bolick spent almost a month 
in Wisconsin visiting with Assistant Chief CMDR Michelle 
Lampson, prior to her move to New Jersey. The final 
move took place at the end of July, and as of this 

writing, CMDR Bolick is getting settled into her new home. 
There’re still some items to get ironed out, but all is well. As 
the fall progresses, CMDR Bolick is looking forward to 
developing more activities and ways for division members to 
get involved. 
 
 

    

Medical: 
 
   VADM Susan Bolick, standing in for LCDR Jason 
Blackstone during his fight with real-life schedule issues, 
reports that MedDiv is still mostly quiet. No division 
members have been in touch with her. She has, though, 

been reading several interesting medical articles and continuing 
volunteer work with American Red Cross Disaster services. 
Sometimes it's illuminating to examine the articles critically, 
look at the source and motivations of the authors, and read 
between the lines! VADM Bolick has also renewed her 
STARFLEET membership. (MedDiv is fully renewed!) 
   LCDR Blackstone, for his part, has reported that his schedule 

situations are being steadily resolved, and he will be able to 
resume his duties on 1 October. We look forward to welcoming 
him back to active status!         
 

Operations: 
 
   CMDR Norm Van Houten has stepped down as Chief 
of Operations. His real-life retirement and imminent 
move to North Carolina led him to stand down from his 
division chief position. We thank Norm for his years of 

service and support for the Avenger, and we wish him all the 
best as he starts the next stage of his life. 
   This means, though, that we will be seeking a new Chief of 
Operations. For more details on the position, check out “Ship’s 
BBS” and your Officer’s Manual.            
 

Engineering: 
 
   CAPT Matt Rielly expresses his thanks to those 
division members who attended the 30th Anniversary 
celebration of the U.S.S. Avenger. The division offers 
thanks to the staff at the Omega Diner and Café in 

North Brunswick for their hospitality, and a special mention and 
commendation to Amy Van Houten for baking a cake in the 
shape of the ship. Also to be thanked are everyone else from 
around STARFLEET Region 7 for attending and making the 
evening special. 
   Division members are being advised of other events and 
activities around the region. There are also a couple or more 
Renaissance fairs going on this season, and a planned visit to 
the Intrepid Sea/Air/Space Museum is still upcoming.            
 

Communications: 
 
   The Communications Division has remained mostly 
quiet. LCDR Jennifer Lynch would really love to hear 
back from her members, so say hi!            
 

Security: 
 
    COL Amber Roberts (formerly Stronach) reports that 
SecDiv has been quiet of late. Notably, Amber herself 
has stepped down as OIC of the 769th Marine Strike 
Group (MSG), though she remains as Chief of Security. 

A new MSG OIC is being sought.       
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GENERAL: 
 
   Activity-wise, we continue to keep the Avenger’s schedule 
reasonably full, though not so packed that there isn’t some 
down-time. We’re also continuing up a variety of options. 
Attendance has remained hit-and-miss with various events, so 
we’re still looking to see what approaches might help that 
improve. This is something we hope that all of you will help 
with. 
   Our recent activities have included, in addition to the 
meetings:  

 Avenger’s 30th Anniversary Party! 

 Warren County Fantasy/Sci-Fi Day 

 Avenger Trip to the “Beyond Planet Earth” Exhibition at 

the Liberty Science Center 

 Shore Leave 

 STARFLEET International Conference 

 
Looking ahead, we see activities including: 

 More Video/Movie Days 

 Renaissance Faire Trips 

 More Group Trips to Film Releases (e.g., “Maze Runner: 

The Scorch Trials”, “The Martian”, etc.) 

 Additional Skype Chats 

 A trip to the Intrepid Museum and Shuttle Enterprise 

 The Region 7 Conference 

 Game Days 

 
   We’re always looking for suggestions from folks for films 

you’d like to see as a group. Feel free to share your suggestions 
on the Avenger’s mailing list, in our Facebook group, or even by 
contacting any member of the Command Staff. We’ll be heavily 
relying on your input to determine what films we should see 
together as a group. 
   We’re looking forward to scheduling more video days, and 
we’re definitely interested in knowing what films/TV shows 
you’d like to watch together, and also if you’d be willing to 
host such an event. (We’ve had some wonderfully generous 
folks host these events in the past, but hopefully we won’t have 
to keep going back to the same people over and over again. If 
we can move things around a bit, that’d be welcome.)  
   And, as always, if there’s something you’d like to suggest for 
an event, don’t hesitate to speak up. We want to hold events 
that out members want to attend, but we can only do what 
members tell us they’d like. Your input is really important here. 

As some of you may have seen, we’ve been compiling a large 
list of potential activities, which we hope to develop into real 
events, but your input and support are crucial. The senior staff 
can’t do it alone.    
 
Mission Reports: 
 
   This section of the column features short 
recaps of various Avenger and STARFLEET 
events. To make it the best it can be, though, I 
need your help. If you’ve been to an event, you 
don’t need to write a whole long article. Just a 
paragraph or two would be great. Send them to 

me and I’ll include them here. And if you’ve got pictures you 
want to supply, that, too, would be pretty awesome. (By the 
way, if a lot of folks contribute for a single activity, it could 
always be broken out into a separate article, and if you want 
to write a stand-alone piece, don’t let this feature stop you from 
doing so! It’s not an either-or proposition, just another way to 
share.) 
 
20 June 2015 – U.S.S. Avenger 30th Anniversary Party 

   With funds less available 
than in the past, we 
deliberately aimed for a 
somewhat less ambitious 
event, and decided to 
reserve the private room at 

the Omega Diner and Café in 
North Brunswick, NJ. This 
choice allowed us to keep 
costs down, even if the event 

wasn’t as elaborate as in the past. 
   The important part, though, was the turnout, which was 
great. Many members of the chapter, past and present, were 
joined by friends from around Region 7, and even outside it. A 
fine evening was had by all. In fact, we had so many people 
that we entirely filled the room! Had there been any more, we 
would have overflowed the room! A few notable highlights 
include: 
   - In addition to the Avenger, seven other chapters were 
represented. 
   - The guests who had traveled the farthest were FADM Dave 
Blaser and his wife Debbie, who traveled from Ontario, Canada. 
   - Attending by remote was CMDR Sarah Bolick, who logged in 
on Skype to watch the goings-on. Debbie Blaser helped Sarah 
out by serving as “camera operator”, so Sarah could see more 
of what was going on. 
   - Cupcakes, a large 
anniversary cake, and a 
surprise 50th Birthday 
cake for yours truly were 
all baked by Norm Van 
Houten’s daughter Amy, 
and they were spectacular. 
   -  CMDR S t ephan 
Dickinson provided music 
for the event, though the 
room was so loud that it could only barely be heard. But his 
efforts deserve a shout-out anyway. 

   - Speaking of shout-outs, CMDR Michelle Lampson helped out 
all the way from Wisconsin, providing the award and 
recognition certificates that were handed out at the event. 
   All in all, it was a great evening, and a worthy way of 
celebrating the chapter’s three decades as an active 
organization. We thank all our friends who came to share this 
special day with us, and look forward to seeing them again 
soon. 
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)     
 
11 July 2015 – Warren County Fantasy/Sci-Fi Day  
   This event came about through our association with Aunt Lee 
and Nevermoor Games. Working with another of her stores and 

U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 
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U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 

the Warren County Chamber of Commerce, she had developed 
a Fantasy and Sci-Fi Day, and the Avenger was invited to 
participate. Warren County is an area of New Jersey that does 
not have a substantial STARFLEET presence, so we decided 
that this would be a good opportunity to promote the 
organization. So, VADM Judy Waidlich, CAPT Matt Rielly, and I 
hauled a table and recruiting gear out to Washington, NJ to 
spread the word. On the 
one hand, we got a very 
nice location. On the other, 
we were outside. It was a 
street fair-style event, a 
detail we hadn’t known. So 
there we were, out in the 
sun, with no cover. Still, 

we made  the best of it. A 
railing next to our table 
gave us a perfect spot to 
hang our banner, which got a lot of attention. 
   During the course of the day, we were visited by a lot of 
folks. Among them was a young lady who wrote for a blog. She 
took a picture and highlighted us in a post. Judy and I got to 
chat on a podcast, and highlighted both STARFLEET (and 
Avenger, of course!) and some of the great Star Trek work 
being done by fans. We did get one new member to join both 
STARFLEET and the chapter, too, and we hope that maybe 
some others might do so in the months to come. We also got to 
know our table neighbor, an author named Nicoline Evans. 
   All in all, it was a fun, albeit hot, day. We met some cool 
people and promoted the organization. A good day’s work! 
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)    
 
18 July 2015 – Trip to Liberty Science Center and the 
“Beyond Planet Earth” Exhibition 

   This event was the 
result of a change in 
plan. When we learned 
that this exhibition 
would be moving out 
as early as September, 
we decided it should 
be moved up on the 
priority list. So we 
shifted things around 
on the schedule. When 
the day came, VADM 

Judy Waidlich and I, joined later by LTs Jim and Jen Renda, 

journeyed out to Liberty Science Center to check out the 
exhibition. It’s an ambitious look at the possibilities of our 
future in space, featuring both practical hardware that could 
make space exploration more affordable to advanced concepts 
such as terraforming Mars. Overall, we enjoyed it very much, 
and appreciated the attention to both the details and the big 
ideas. 
   Beyond the exhibition itself, we also explored the rest of 
Liberty Science Center, and enjoyed some of the newer 
offerings. Jim, Jen, and I each tried exploring a large sculpture 
that was suspended out over the main atrium, and was 
designed to allow people to crawl through its various levels. 
Well, to be fair, it was designed for kids, and the youngsters 

navigated the various levels and platforms quite easily. We 
crazy adults who tried it had a little more trouble, but it was still 
a fun experience. Also of particular note is the Skyscrapers 
exhibit, which features—among other things—an opportunity to 
walk on a beam like a construction worker, a chance to sketch 
one’s own idea for a structure, and a beam from the World 
Trade Center, displayed as a remembrance of the attack on 
America in 2001. 
   We also met up with Sean and Lauren Niemeier, who enjoyed 
the afternoon. They joined Judy and me for a showing of 
“Humpback Whales” in the IMAX dome theater. 
   Overall, this was a rewarding and enjoyable trip, and we look 
forward to a return trip to Liberty Science Center sometime 
soon. 
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)   
 
7-9 August 2015 – Shore Leave 
   Shore Leave is one of my favorite conventions. Year in and 
year out, it delivers plain ol’ fun, and an opportunity to meet up 
with authors, actors, an friends in a generally relaxed setting 
that allows a lot of interaction. This year was no different, with 
opportunities to meet such stars as Daniel “Moriarty” Davis, 
David “Radek Zelenka” Nykl, the Tarr family from Defiance—
[add performer names], and especially John Barrowman, 
Captain Jack Harkness from “Doctor Who” and “Torchwood”. Of 
course, a true staple of Shore Leave, and an aspect which 
makes it distinctive among conventions, are the many Star Trek 
and sci-fi/fantasy authors who routinely converge on the 
convention, sharing their experiences, plans, and general 
enjoyment of fandom. 
   Another aspect of Shore 
Leave is catching up with 
friends, often ones whom we 
only get to see at the 
convention. This year was no 
different, and there were 
many enjoyable reunions that 
make conventions like this 
ones that we remember, often 
years later. 
   Every event is made up of moments, so I thought I’d share a 
few of mine from Shore Leave 37. Fair warning: many of them 
are reflective of the fact that this was the first Shore Leave that 
CMDR Sarah Bolick and I shared as a couple. Okay, here we go, 
in no particular order: 
   - Tex-Mex at Maryland House en route down to the con! 
   - Meeting John Barrowman, who was perfectly happy to talk 

with us even if we weren’t able to spring for an autograph. 
He was very friendly and fun to talk to. 

   - Speaking of John B., he won everybody’s hearts when, in 
the middle of his Saturday talk, a 5-year-old boy asked to 
come up on stage, and John spent 5 minutes or so just 
playing with him, a memory that will hopefully last a 
lifetime. 

   - Friday night dinner at Liberatore’s with Todd Brugmans, 
Annie Slonski, and other friends. 

   - The Saturday morning Region 7 Meeting, which filled Salon 
A to overflowing! 

   - Cards Against Humanity on Saturday night, with lots of off-
beat wackiness to go around. 
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I Got Picked Up by James Cawley 

BY JUDY WAIDLICH 

   Okay, so he gave me a lift back to Retro Film Studios in his 
car (during Trekonderoga weekend-ed.). But I think I managed 
to behave appropriately. I didn’t scream or swoon. He had his 
hair dyed black and styled for his other job. I didn’t whip out 
my tablet and snap photos or video during the ride (basically 
about three normal length blocks) partway down a one way 
street – in the wrong direction. When I hopped in, he said not 
to mind the mess and I said as long as you don’t mind that I 
don’t buckle up. He said that wouldn’t be a problem since the 
town is like Mayberry.   

U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 

   - The Star Trek Books panel, where we learned where the 
real action will be when it comes to licensed Star Trek 
storytelling in 2016. 

   - The “Farragut Forward” panel, where series creator and 
showrunner John Broughton shared the next steps for the 
popular Star Trek 
fan-produced series. 

   - Meeting and getting 
an autograph, and 
p i c t u r e ,  w i t h 
“Stargate Atlantis” 
star David Nykl. 

   - Meeting ST:TNG 
guest star Daniel 
Dav i s  by  t h e 

elevators, where he 
commented on how comfortable Sarah and I looked as we 
sat together in one of the nearby chairs. 

   - Hanging out with Lourdes and Sabrina Bond, and CMDRs 
Kathy and Steve Dickinson, throughout the weekend. 

   - Relaxing by the pool with CAPT Matt Rielly, Loretta Painter, 
CAPT Joe Horton, and CAPT (ret.) Rhonda E! Green on 
Monday, before making the drive home. 

   All in all, a really great convention, and a really great 
weekend! 
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)   
 
20-23 August 2015 – STARFLEET International 
Conference 
   This year’s STARFLEET International Conference (IC) was 
held in Niagara Falls. Never having been to Niagara before, I 
was looking forward to enjoying the city as well as the IC itself. 
VADM Judy, CMDR Sarah, and I decided to drive up, instead of 
flying or taking a train. As it happened, the drive proved to be 
quite enjoyable, and we made it to Niagara Falls in good time. 
We made a couple of brief stops along the way, but overall, a 
good trip. 
   On the way, I started coughing. I didn’t know it at the time, 
but soon enough, that cough would become a full-blown cold/
bronchitis combo that ended up limiting my IC experience. (A 
co-worker had been sick early that week, a likely source of the 
offending bug(s). Oh, well...) Both Sarah and I spent a lot of 

the weekend resting, or coughing, or looking for meds. 
Fortunately, we found some. 
   The good news was that when we were able to participate, 
we had a really nice time. From exploring the American side of 
the Falls to attending panels (I moderated a panel on “How to 
Sell STARFLEET”, and also 
especially enjoyed Ron 
Coleman’s discussion of 
crowdfunding, and especially 
its relationship to Trek fan 
productions) to the general 
session and Saturday night 
banquet, this IC had plenty to 
offer. While we regretted not 
being able to do more, we 

appreciated the efforts of 
FADM Dave Blaser and his team. 
   Perhaps the only disappointments were the hotel restaurants, 
a TGI Fridays and a Rain Forest Café. Both offered mediocre 
food and often annoying ambience. Sarah and I had a more 
rewarding experience at a nearby Denny’s. On the other hand, 
when asked to recommend an off-site dining location, a hotel 
staffer suggested the Red Coach Inn and its restaurant, located 
a few blocks away. That restaurant was exceptional, with fine 
food and excellent service. 
   All in all, even though Sarah and I were sick, we still had a 
good time at IC 2015. It was great to catch up with friends, 
enjoy the camaraderie, and explore a very neat city that both 
Sarah and I hope to visit again. 
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)  
 
 
 
   Special thanks to those who have contributed to this column! 
It’s really appreciated. We invite anyone who went to an event 
and would like to share to also contribute a paragraph or two 
to this column! It’s quick and easy, and it’s great to share 
different views of what the club and its members are doing! 
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STARFLEET and Region 7 News 

 
 
 
 
STARFLEET News: 
 
** Executive Committee News: 
   - John Halliday has resigned as Vice-Chief of Computer 

Operations. For his successor(s), Chief of Computer 
Operations ADM Laura Victor opted to take a new approach, 
and has appointed three Vice-Chiefs, each focusing on a 
specific area of expertise. They are: 

      * CAPT William “Tony” Knopes: Vice-Chief in charge of 
Database Operations 

      * FCAPT James Ortega: Vice-Chief in charge of Helpdesk 

      * COMM Greg Mortensen: Vice-Chief in charge of Web 
Services 

   - ADM Jonathan "Gumby" Simmons has been appointed 
to succeed MGEN Joe Sare as Vice Chief of Operations. 

 
** Admiralty Board Updates: 
   - FCAPT David Hines has been elected as the Region 11 

Regional Coordinator. 
 
** As part of STARFLEET’s social media efforts, CompOps 

has brought aboard a Pinterest admin, CAPT Michael 
Lewis of the U.S.S. Heimdal, to help build up our 
STARFLEET Pinterest boards with lots of content from our 
members and chapters. If chapters have cosplay, fan art, a 
great prop-building member of your crew, a fantastic 
recruiting table,  a fun parody video, or anything else to 
want to show off, send it to Michael at pinterest@sfi.org.  

 

** STARFLEET Computer Operations is still hiring for the Web 
team, Database team, and Social Media team. You 
don’t have to be able to “do it all” — if you just do coding, 
or graphics, manage a Facebook page, or write a blog, we 
can certainly use your help. Please shoot ADM Laura Victor 
an email at compops@sfi.org if you have any of the 
following skills and would like to pitch in: 

   - HTML 
   - PHP 
   - Javascript 
   - Content management systems (Wordpress, Joomla, etc.) 
   - Graphic Design 
   - Social media (Facebook page administration, Twitter,  

Pinterest, etc.) 

   - Blogging (we need writers too!) 
 
** STARFLEET has created a new network for those with an 

interest in recruiting! The STARFLEET Recruiting 
Network is a new Facebook group for members who love 
to tell people about our organization and get them to join. 
Chapter and Regional Recruiters can share ideas and 
techniques for recruiting and be part of an international 
network devoted to All Things Recruitment. 

        Facebook is just the beginning. The Operations 
Department is in the process of gathering regional and 
chapter marketing specialists into a cohesive STARFLEET 

Recruitment Unit capable of producing a coordinated media 
campaign for the upcoming 50th anniversary of Star Trek 
(which is why we are here, right?). 

        Like to create materials? We need you! We need 
recruitment flyers and materials created and translated into 
other languages such as French, Spanish, Italian, Russian 
and so on. When it comes to getting the word out to fans of 
Star Trek, STARFLEET should be the Universal Translator. 
You can check out the group and join up by visiting here: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1639319673016927/ 
1639347589680802/?notif_t=like 

 
** The 2015 SFI Scholarship Recipients are: 
   - Engineering Scholarship - Margaret Murphy 
   - Space Explorers Memorial Scholarship - Michael Denman 

   - Artistic Scholarship - Galen Pischke 
 
** The 2014 STARFLEET Annual Award winners are: 
   - Commanding Officer of the Year: Captain Lisa Stuckey, R7 
   - Chapter of the Year: U.S.S. Alba, R20 
   - Support Ship of the Year: U.S.S. Alba, Region 20 
   - Shakedown Chapter of the Year: U.S.S. George 

Washington, R1 
   - Flag Officer of the Year: Admiral Linda Kloempkin, R6 
   - Enlisted Member of the Year: PO2 Dawn Allenbach, R2 
   - Junior Member of the Year: Cadet SSGT Edward Tunis 

IV,  R3 
   - Officer of the Year: Captain Eilidh Montgomery, R20 

 
** STARFLEET Chief of Communications Mike Garcia has 

announced the annual STARFLEET Newsletter Awards: 
   - Brigade Newsletter: 3rd Brigade, Cry Havoc! 
   - Best Regional Newsletter: Region 20, The Commonwealth 
   - Best Chapter Newsletter: Angels’ Flight, U.S.S. Angeles, R4 
 
** STARFLEET CompOps has announced the annual 

STARFLEET Web Awards: 
   - Most Elegant: U.S.S. Serling, R7 - http://ussserling.co.nf 

- Webmaster: Ian Jensen 
   - Most Trekish: U.S.S. Corsair, R3 - http://

www.BRStarTrek.com - Webmaster: Trisha Tunis 
   - Most Informative: U.S.S. DaVinci, R2 - http://

www.ussdavinci.org - Webmaster: Leiko Burningbear 
   - Best User Interface: SFI Medical - http://

starfleetmedical.org/ - Webmaster: Dr. Gregory Fant, PhD 
 
** STARFLEET Operations has announced 

the commissioning of the following 
chapters: 

   - U.S.S. Freedom, NCC-71817, based in 
Fayetteville, NC, Region 1, CAPT Heather 
Fikes, Commanding 

   - U.S.S. Longbow, NCC-87556, based in 
Mesa, AZ, Region 4, FCAPT Denise Rush, Commanding 

   - U.S.S. Sirius, NCC-1744, based in Horseheads, NY, Region 
7, CAPT Marci Jansen, Commanding 

   - U.S.S. Stephen Hawking, NCC-4744400, based in Long 
Beach, CA, Region 4, COL Derek Allen, Commanding 
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“Variant TOS Design”, by “KirkUnit” 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

** STARFLEET Shakedown Operations has announced the 
launching of the following chapters: 

   - U.S.S. Belknap, NX-2501, based in Arlington, VA, Region 
1, CMDR Michael Quigley, Commanding 

   - U.S.S. Endurance, NX-75010, based in Beaumont, TX, 
Region 3, CMDR Joshua Laughlin, Commanding 

   - U.S.S. Narragansett, NX-75017, based in Warwick, RI, 
Region 15, CMDR James Knotts, Commanding 

   - U.S.S. Tarvos, NX-90866, based in San Antonio, TX, 
Region 3, CMDR Michael Trujillo, Commanding 

   - U.S.S. Yarra, NX-74676, based in Frankston, Victoria, 
Australia, Region 11, CMDR Christopher Bierman, 
Commanding  

 
** The Department of Technical Services (DTS) is seeking 

talented artists to help execute engineering drawings of 
starships and space stations. If you’re interested, 
contact ADM Alex Rosenzweig at shoc-dts@sfi.org or 
alexr1860@optimum.net, or by US Post at 980 Linwood 
Place North Brunswick, NJ  08902-2267.  

 
** Membership Perks have been established for 

STARFLEET members. Here is where to find discount 
codes to all of our Membership Perk Partners: 

   - Surf to the STARFLEET Database at https://db.sfi.org/ 
   - Log on using your database ID (provided to you as part of      

your membership packet, but if you don't know what your      
User ID and password is, please contact the STARFLEET      
Help Desk) 

   - Click on the "MEMBER" button on the left side to show the      
menu of available member tools 

   - Click on the "MEMBERSHIP PERK" button. 
On this page, you'll see all of STARFLEET's Membership Perks 
and their discount codes for you to use! 
For more information about STARFLEET's Membership Perks, 
please visit: http://perks.sfi.org/ 

 
** STARFLEET Marines News 
   - BGN Jari James welcomed LTC Leo Brunelle as the 11th 

Brigade Deputy Officer in Charge. 

** STARFLEET International Conference News 
   - IC 2016 will be held in Louisville, KY on 12-14 August 

2016, at the Crowne Plaza Louisville Airport. 
   - The IC will have a dual theme this year: NASA and Star 

Trek’s 50th anniversary. 
   - The IC website is http://www.ic2016.com 
   - The IC also has a Facebook page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Region 7 News: 
 
** 2015 Region 7 Conference News: 
   - The 2015 Regional Conference will be held in Hanover, MD 

on 2-4 October 2015. 
   - The conference website is now up, here: https://

www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-region-7-conference-
registration-15683464665 

 
** RADM Karen Carothers has been appointed as the 

Region 7 Chief of Communications. 
 
** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet 

cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com)  For further 
info, contact Mike Stein at JusticeOC@aol.com or check out 
the Region 7 website at http://www.region7.com 

STARFLEET and Region 7 News 

“Peeking at the Void”, by Rob Caswell (from DeviantArt) 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

IMAGE GALLERY 
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Star Trek Book News 

COMPILED BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek 
books… 
 
Available August 2015: 
 
ST: SKR: Long Shot, by David Mack 
   SCIENCE GONE MAD... Bizarre sensor 
readings lead the Star Fleet scout ship 
Sagittarius to an alien world where efforts 
to harness a dangerous and unstable 
technology have thrown the laws of 
probability out of balance. Now, events 
that might have occurred only one time in 
a trillion are happening constantly—to 
deadly and dazzling effect. 
   A PLANET IN PERIL... As disasters and 
miracles multiply globally at an ever-
increasing rate, it’s up to Captain Clark 
Terrell and his crew to shut down the experiment-gone-wrong 

before its storm of chaos causes the 
planet’s destruction. But the odds against 
their success—and their survival—might be 
too great to overcome. 
 
ST:NF: The Returned, Part 2  (eBook 
Novella), by Peter David 
   The second installment in a brand-new 
three-part digital-first Star Trek: New 
Frontier e-novel from New York Times 
bestselling author Peter David!  
 

 
Available September 2015: 
 
ST: VOY: Atonement 
by Kirsten Beyer 
   Admiral Kathryn Janeway faces a tribunal 
determined to execute her for supposed 
crimes committed during Voyager’s maiden 
trek through the Delta Quadrant. Captain 
Chakotay knows that the Kinara, several 
species now allied against the Full Circle 
fleet, are not all they appear to be. The 
Confederacy of the Worlds of the First 
Quadrant—a pact he cannot trust—is his only 

hope for unraveling the Kinara’s true agenda 
and rescuing Admiral Janeway. Meanwhile, 

Seven and Tom Paris are 
forced to betray the trust of their superiors 
in a desperate bid to reveal the lengths to 
which a fellow officer has gone in the name 
of protecting the Federation from the 
legendary Caeliar. 
 
ST:NF: The Returned, Part 3  (eBook 
Novella) 
by Peter David 
   The third installment in a brand-new 
three-part digital-first “Star Trek: New 

Frontier” e-novel from New York Times bestselling author Peter 
David! 
 
ST: All: Star Trek: Costumes: Five Decades of Fashion from the 
Final Frontier   
By Paula M. Block and Terry Erdmann 
   This deluxe book showcases the 
unique costumes featured in the Star 
Trek franchise, from Mr. Spock’s staid 
Star Fleet uniform to Uhura’s alluring 
mirror universe outfit. The book features 
a dazzling wardrobe gallery that 
explores beautiful and innovative 
fashions from the various film and 
television versions of Star Trek, 
including many different iterations of the 
iconic Star Fleet uniform, exquisitely 
designed alien garb, and much, much 
more. 
   Every costume is examined in intimate detail, tracing the 
design process from preproduction sketches to the final 
stunning outfit. Exclusive interviews with costume designers 
and experts put the images into context. This unique visual 
treat delights Star Trek fans and fashionistas alike. 
 
ST: TOS: The Autobiography of James T. Kirk 
By David A. Goodman 
   The Autobiography of James T. Kirk chronicles the greatest 
Starfleet captain's life (2233–2371), in his own words. From his 

birth on the U.S.S. Kelvin, his youth spent 
on Tarsus IV, his time in the Star Fleet 
Academy, his meteoric rise through the 
ranks of Star Fleet, and his illustrious 
career at the helm of the Enterprise, this 
in-world memoir uncovers Captain Kirk in 
a way Star Trek fans have never seen. 
Kirk's singular voice rings throughout the 
text, giving insight into his convictions, his 
bravery, and his commitment to the life—
in all forms—throughout this galaxy and 
beyond. Excerpts from his personal 

correspondence, captain's logs, and more give Kirk's personal 
narrative further depth. 
 
 

Available October 2015: 
 
ST: TTN: Sight Unseen 
by James Swallow 
   In the wake of political upheaval across 
the United Federation of Planets, Admiral 
William Riker and the crew of the U.S.S. 
Titan find themselves in uncertain waters as 
roles aboard the ship change to reflect a 
new mandate and a new mission. On orders 
from Star Fleet, Titan sets out toward the 
edge of Federation space to tackle its latest 
assignment: to work with an alien species 
known as the Dinac, who are taking their 
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Ship’s BBS 

The Ship’s BBS was first introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where 
items of interest could be posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things do change from 
issue to issue, so keep checking back each issue, and if you’ve got an item you’d like to share, feel free to send it in.  

* Help Wanted! 
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help! 
The following positions are open: 
- Chief of Operations: Serve on the senior staff, and be a 

leader of the members in the Operations Division. Have a 
direct voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight helm/
navigation, tactical/shipboard weaponry, small craft (shuttles/
fighters), logistics, etc., both in the Trek Universe and in real 
life. (This position requires STARFLEET membership in good 
standing.) 

Contact VADM Judy or ADM Alex if you’d like to volunteer! 
- Press Officer: Write and distribute press releases to the 

ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media 
personnel, and help craft our club image to the world at 
large! 

- Storytellers: See “Avenger Fiction Update” later in this 
column. 

Contact RADM Judy or ADM Alex if you’d like to volunteer! 
 
* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love 

to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our 
members bring to the group, and can be as simple as 
something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy! 
Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event 
Planner and begin your adventure today. Event Planners 
contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners 
and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship 
meeting. This is a way for everyone to find out the details of 
what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to 
do! We need your help, because if no one coordinates events, 
they don’t happen!! 
 
 

* Internet Resources: 
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the 
Internet! Check ‘em out... 
-  The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can 

find information about your fellow crewmates and read online 
logs from your division chief:  http://www.ussavenger.org/ 

-  Another great way to contact your STARFLEET buddies is 
through Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be found 
on the Avenger site. Go to the Internet Resources link on the 
navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow the 
instructions about IRC. NOTE: To access the IRC servers, 
use: 

   chat.trekfan.org 
   Port 6667 
 The main STARFLEET channel is #Fleetchat, and Avenger 

maintains its own channel at #avenger 
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated 

news from the Avenger via email and special website 
features. Check it out at: 

 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-sfi  
- Avenger is also well-represented on Facebook, with both a 

page and a group. The page is generally updated with 
information directed more to the general public, while the 
group includes more of the discussions, events 
announcements, and cross-chatter among members and 
friends. The URLs are: 

 Avenger Facebook Group: http://www.facebook.com/
groups/27371220186/ 

 Avenger Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
USS-Avenger/159162957480482 

-  Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF 
format, on the Avenger website. 

 

Star Trek Book News 

first steps into the galaxy at large as a newly warp-capable 
civilization. 
   But when disaster befalls the Dinac, the Titan crew discovers 
they have unknowingly drawn the attention of a deadly, 
merciless enemy—a nightmare from Riker’s past lurking in the 
darkness. Friendships will be tested to the limit as familiar faces 
and new allies must risk everything in a fight against an 
unstoppable invader—or a horrific threat will be unleashed on 
the galaxy! 
 
ST:TNG: Warped: An Engaging Guide to the Never-Aired 8th 
Season  (Trade Paperback) 
By Mike McMahan 
   The official parody guide to the unaired eighth season of 
“Star Trek: The Next Generation”, based on the popular 

@TNG_S8 Twitter account from creator Mike McMahan! 
   On Twitter, “Star Trek: The Next Generation” lives on for one 
more season in the form of @TNG_S8—a satirical eighth season 

that never aired! Each tweet to its more 
than 85,000 followers (and retweeted 
four times that amount) is a hilarious 
recap and spot-on exaggeration of one 
of the most beloved TV series ever 
aired. Now, @TNG_S8 creator Mike 
McMahan presents an officially licensed 
mockumentary-style book-length 
“episode guide” to Season 8. With 
colorful illustrations by Jason Ho, 
longtime artist at Bongo Comics 
(publisher of the comic book versions of 

The Simpsons and Futurama), each “episode” contains plot 
descriptions, trivia, aliens new and old, set photos, and behind-
the-scenes looks at the troubled production. This book will 

appeal to casual and obsessive fans alike, keeping the world of 
the show intact while hilariously exaggerating it.  
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* Our CaféPress Store: You can buy Avenger stuff online like 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads, etc at the CafePress 
Avenger Store, featuring our logo. It can be found at: http://
www.cafepress.com/ussavenger  
 
*30th Anniversary CaféPress Store: For our 30th 
Anniversary year, we’ll have a special store open. Special 
anniversary products can be found here: 
http://www.cafepress.com/Avenger30 
 
* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is there something you’d like 
that we’re not offering at the Avenger Store? Check out 
CaféPress’s product list, and if you see something there that 
you’d like and that’s not available in our store, contact Avenger 
Command and let them know. 

 
* Look at the spiffy poster below and go buy one! The 
Avenger Cutaway Poster, done by artist Chris Allan, is a 
detailed poster that matches up with the official Avenger 
Blueprints and gives a fascinating look inside our vessel. Take a 
look! It’s at our CaféPress store: http://www.cafepress.com/
ussavenger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested 
members are invited to join a community called Project 
SIMELE. “SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET In the Movie and 
Early Lost Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of 
STARFLEET who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are 
fictionally set in the timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the 
Star Trek Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the 
Avenger.) It’s designed to provide a venue for members to 
share resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in 
this era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative fiction, and 
so forth. Come check the group out at 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/ 
 
* Avenger Blueprints! 
Do you find yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty 
while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of 
these spiffy blueprint maps! 
 
From the Federation Frontiers publishing office, we are pleased 
to offer General Plans for the Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate. No 
starship, save the famous line of those named Enterprise, has 
received this much attention to detail.   
 
 

The twenty (20) sheet set includes: 
    - Construction history 
    - Ship's directory 
    - Six (6) external views 
    - Full starship specifications  
    - Equipment listing (with system contractors) 
    - Four (4) cross-section views 
    - Plan views of all eleven  decks at 1:600 scale 
    - Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main 

engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay, 
transporter complex, and auxiliary control. 

 
For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at 
mrupprecht@hindlepowerinc.com, or just visit the Federation 
Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star Trek 

technical documents: http://federationfrontiers.tripod.com/
fh1860/ 
 
The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate 
General Plans cost a mere 
$10.00 for Avenger crew 
members, and can be purchased 
directly from Alex Rosenzweig. 
You can also buy the plans via 
mail order for $12, which 
includes shipping charges. 
Money orders are preferred, and 
will speed delivery. However, personal checks are acceptable 
and should be payable to “Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom 
rolled sets are available for $15.00 and deluxe poster-sized sets 
for $40.00. To order, simply print out the handy order form at 
web site, or send your name, address, e-mail address, number 
and type of sets desired, along with your check or money 
order, to the following address: 
   Federation Frontiers 
   c/o Michael C. Rupprecht 
   3711 Bloomingdale Drive 
   Hillsborough, NJ  08844-5531 
 
* Avenger Fiction Update 
- The story of the ship’s latest change of command is now in 

the writing process. It’s coming together pretty smoothly so 
far! 

- Contributions of stories set in the Avenger’s fictional universe, 
of any length, are welcome and sought! 

- Ideas and suggestions for future possible group collaborations 
are welcomed, too. Feel free to send them to ADM Alex, or 

even pitch them to the Avenger’s e-mail list. 
- Suggestions for interesting characters to fill open spots in 

Avenger’s fictional crew are wanted! You can provide just 
some rough notes, or a full character file. If you’d like to get 
in on the fun, check in with ADM Alex. 

- And don’t forget to work on keeping your own main 
character’s file up-to-date, too! Or create one if you haven’t 
done so yet. Check with ADM Alex for 
assistance if you need it.    

 
* Quote for this Issue: 
“Science is a way of thinking much more 
than it is a body of knowledge.” - Carl Sagan         

Ship’s BBS 
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A Not-so-Short List of Star 

Trek Fan/“Independent” 

Productions, Part 4 
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG, WITH JUDY WAIDLICH 

   In today’s era, the film/video Star Trek fan productions are 
the equivalent of the fanzines of the ‘70s and ‘80s. While 
fanzines live on, as well, a lot of attention has turned to the 
visual productions. What many people don’t realize is just how 
many  there are! This list will begin to address that. In the 
issues to come, we’ll take a closer look at some of the many 
creative offerings are being developed, whether they be ongoing 
series or one-shot films. We hope you’ll take some time to 
explore them, and see just how far fans have gone to share 

their love for this ongoing saga. 
   (Thanks are also due, by the way, to CBS and Paramount, for 
allowing these productions to proceed, although it’s worth 
noting that there are strict rules governing them that must be 
followed.) 
 
   And now, here’s the final part of the list:  

“Starship Ajax”: This series, still in the development phase, is 
set aboard the destroyer U.S.S. Ajax, during the TOS era. 
 
“Starship Exeter”: This was one of the first fan series. It was 
set within the continuity of the original Star Trek series, and 

featured the new crew of a 
sister-ship to the Enterprise, 
the U.S.S. Exeter, whose 
previous crew were killed in 
the Star Trek episode "The 

Omega Glory". Only two episodes were produced, “The Savage 
Empire” and “The Tressaurian Intersection”. 
 
“Starship Farragut”: This 
series, set aboard the 
Constitution-class U.S.S. 
Farragut, was conceived by 
J o h n  B r o u gh t o n  i n 
November  2004 and 

officially launched in July 2005. An official series trailer was 
released in January 2006, with their pilot, “The Captaincy” 
premiering in February 2007. Since then, three more episodes—
“For Want of a Nail”, “The Price of Anything”, and “Conspiracy 
of Innocence”—have been released, and filming on a fourth, 
“The Crossing” has been completed. Three vignettes and two 
animated episodes (in the style of the Animated Trek from the 
‘70s) have also been produced. In addition, a movie-era 
production, “Farragut Forward”, is also being developed. 

 

 “Starship Saladin”: This is an in-development multi-media 
production. It has an ambitious plan, stretching its storytelling 
over a wide 
range of Trek 
history, with 
s t o r y t e l l i n g 
extending from 
the “Cage” era through the late Classic Trek feature films. The 
media include prose stories, comic books, an animated series, 

and, eventually, live action episodes. There isn’t an announced 
schedule as yet, though. 

“Starship Valiant”: This is a new web series in development 
at Starbase Studios and created by Michael L. King. The science 
fiction series takes place roughly after the 3rd season of the 
original series and focuses on the starship U.S.S. Valiant, a 
Constitution-Class ship. The missions of the Valiant are not that 
of direct exploration, but she is a true “police-ship”, in that she 
goes where she is needed and most of time this involves hostile 
territory. The creative team hopes to create a series that 
focuses on the human condition, human beings at their best but 
not always triumphant in their missions, with personality clashes 
and deeply developed characters to whom people can relate. A 
short introductory film has been completed, and the team is 
working on raising funds to produce the next episode. 

“Tales of the Seventh Fleet”: This series was produced by 

the STARFLEET chapter U.S.S. Justice. The stories were 
intended to potentially be about any and all the chapters that 
make up STARFLEET Region Seven, also known as the Seventh 
Fleet, though they ended up focusing primarily on the destroyer 
U.S.S. Justice. The series is essentially dormant now, but to date 
three episodes—“Return to Doomsday”, “Upgrade”, and “A 
Touch of Home”—have been released. A fourth—“Street 
Fight”—was filmed, but has been mired in post-production 
issues. 

 
“Trek: Isolation”: This a film has been 
written by Dave Turner in conjunction with 
Eric “The Smoke” Moran. It will focus on the 
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starship Babylon, and Eric Moran will portray Executive Officer 
Rick Gerico. A lead-in short film has been filmed with “Starship 
Farragut”, though the series itself is still in development. More 
from “Trek: Isolation” is expected in 2015. 
 
“Yorktown: A Time to Heal”: This so-far-incomplete fan film 
is produced by Stan Woo. The short film depicts events 
occurring between 
“Star Trek: The 
Original Series” and the 
feature film franchise. 
Production on the film 
began in 1985, with George Takei reprising his role as Hikaru 
Sulu. While some of the special effects have now been 
completed, there’s more work to be done, both on visual effects 
and securing a good transfer of original footage from 8 mm 
reels, which is not cheap and needs funding. So work is ongoing 
on this project, but release may still be a ways off.  

 And that completes our list, after four issues and a whole lot of 
productions! Fandom is very busy, and there’s a whole lot to 
enjoy. 

Star Trek Fan/“Independent” 

Productions, Part 4 
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The Avenger in Fiction 

Ships of “Star Trek: Avenger”, Part V 

BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

   “Space, The Final Frontier...  These are the continuing 
voyages of the starship Avenger. Her ongoing mission: to 
explore strange, new worlds; to seek out new life and new 
civilizations; to boldly go where no one has gone before.” 
 
   Many members’ questions have dealt with the fictional 
Avenger. Since we call for members to make up personnel files 
for their characters and invite them to write stories in the 
“Avengerverse”, members want to know just how our fictional 
universe works. What does the fictional Avenger do? How does 
it fit into the Star Trek Universe as portrayed on TV and in the 
films, books, comics, etc.? To answer these questions, and to 
(hopefully) keep you folks entertained, this series of articles was 

born.  
 
   In this issue, while we await the completion of the next new 
stories, we’ll return to a review of the ships that have been 
introduced in the ongoing series we call “Star Trek: Avenger”. 
This is the fifth article in that occasional series of vessels in 
review. 
 
Each entry is followed by the story (or background material) in 
which the ship was referenced.  
 
Odin, U.S.S.  Avenger-class heavy frigate, registry NCC-1875, 
commissioned February 2253. Underwent refit in 2278-2280. 
Chaym n’Maldonado served aboard the Odin from 2287 to 
2289, before transferring to the U.S.S. Avenger.   [“Be Not as 

an Island”/Character File—Chaym n’Maldonado] 
 
Odyssey.   NCC-1860/2. Marco 
Polo-class shuttlecraft assigned 
to the U.S.S. Avenger. Michael 
Shappe was commanding the 
shuttle on a mission in June 2290 when a distress buoy from 
Pern was discovered.   [“A Voyage to Pern”]  In August 2294, 
after his discovery, a Romulan spy masquerading as Ensign 
Semek attempted to commander the Odyssey during an escape 
attempt, but was captured while doing so.  [“Arrival’]  In 
October 2296, the Odyssey was used in a mission back in time 
to rescue Robert Fillmore, Jr.  [“Time Waits for No Man”]  In 
November 2298, it was used in the search for a Star Fleet 
probe on Namati IV.  [“What Price Knowledge?”]  In October 
2303, the Odyssey was assigned to operate as a staging base 
during the Avenger’s survey of UFC-18249-IV.   [“The Survey 
Begins”] 
 
Okrona.  Klingon B’rel-class scout, commanded by Klaa in 
early 2287. Pursued the U.S.S. Enterprise to the planet Sha Ka 
Ree, and assisted in what was believed to be the destruction of 
the energy creature discovered there. The destruction was not 
as complete as had been believed, however.   [“Aftermath”] 

 
Oriskany, U.S.S.  Coronado-
class through-deck cruiser, 
registry NCC-1976, commissioned 
mid-2258. Matthew Rielly served 
aboard the Oriskany from mid-

2289 to 2290. In June 2290, while the Oriskany was escorting 
the U.S.S. Ptolemy, Rielly devised a scheme that deceived 
suspected Klingon renegades from attacking the Ptolemy, and 
instead led them into an ambush by the destroyers U.S.S. 
Cochise and U.S.S. Lysander.   [Character File—Matthew Rielly] 
 
Palo Alto, U.S.S.  Larson-class destroyer, registry NCC-4408, 
commissioned January 2237. Carlos Maldonado, Jr. served 
aboard the Palo Alto from 2287 to 2290.   [Character File—
Carlos Maldonado, Jr.] 
 
Pathfinder, U.S.S.  Federation (II)-class dreadnought, 

registry NCC-2121, commissioned 

in the 2280s. Captain Chris Atkins 
was the Commanding Officer.   
[”Operations Log-U.S.S. Avenger”] 

 
Paul Scobee, U.S.S.  Science vessel. Zachary Zulkowski 
served aboard the Paul Scobee for several months in 2286.   
[Character File—Zachary Zulkowski] 
 
Pegasus, U.S.S.  Vessel dispatched from Starbase 12 to bring 
an investigation team to FDR Facility 39 in the aftermath of the 
transporter accident in August 2292.     [“The Trouble on FDR 
Facility 39”] 
 
Perseus, U.S.S.  Saladin-class, Cochise-subclass destroyer, 
registry NCC-544. In June 2299, participated in the defeat of 

the Darnath in the Voranis System.  [“The Road Goes Ever On”]  
In the mid-2270s, Stephen 
Penik was serving as a 
sciences officer aboard the 
Perseus.  [“Star Survey’} 

 
Phoenix.   A shuttlecraft assigned to the U.S.S. Avenger in the 
2290s. In November 2298, it was used in the search for a Star 
Fleet probe on Namati IV.  [“What Price Knowledge?”]  [also in 
“The Greatest Sacrifice”] 
 
Phoenix, U.S.S.  Hermes-class, Cygnus-subclass scout, 
registry NCC-625. The Phoenix brought Vice Admiral Kenji to 
Outpost 4 in October 2287.  [“By Honor Bound”]  Anthony 
Rappa served aboard the Phoenix from 2291 to late 2293. 
While there, he gained a reputation as “the best scrounger in 
Star Fleet”.  [Character File—Anthony Rappa] 
 
Pontiac, U.S.S.  Saladin-class, Cochise-subclass destroyer, 
registry NCC-532. John Abbott, Jr. served aboard the Pontiac as 
a navigation officer from 2284 to 2285. It was during this time 
that the conflict over Ruur Vak took place with the Klingon 
Empire, and Abbott was instrumental in guiding the Pontiac 
through a Klingon attack group.   [Character File—John Abbott, 
Jr.] 
 
Potemkin, U.S.S.   Constitution-class, 
Enterprise-subclass heavy cruiser, 
registry NCC-1711, commissioned 
November 2251, refit in the mid-2270s. 
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Matthew Rielly served aboard the Potemkin from 2290 to 2294. 
In November 2293, the Potemkin was sent to the planet 
Ardalas, in Sector 403, to contact opposition leaders to a recent 
military coup.   [Character File—Matthew Rielly] 
 
Predator.  Romulan Stormbird-class battlecruiser, commanded 
by Commander tr’Strellhen. Involved in the incident at Outpost 
4 in October 2287. The Predator engages the Federation 
backup force in combat without authorization, and is crippled.   
[“By Honor Bound”] 
 
Pride of Andor.  A freighter in the fleet of Trans-Galactic 
Shipping Company. In 2281, Scott O’Rourke was commended 

for preventing the loss of the Pride of Andor to Orion pirates.   
[Character File—Scott O’Rourke] 
 
Pride of Scotland, U.S.S.  Starliner-class starship, 
commissioned at the beginning of the 2300s. Rendezvoused 
with the U.S.S. Hathor in August 2304 in the Cestus System 
near the Cryin Nebula to transfer Elsa Blair to the Hathor.   
[“Shakedown of the U.S.S. Hathor”] 
 
Prince Khufu, S.S.  Vessel on which Robert and Wendy 
Fillmore were traveling on their way back to the U.S.S. Avenger 
after their honeymoon at Disneymoon.   [“Belonging”] 
 
Ptolemy, U.S.S.  Ptolemy-class, Ptolemy (II)-
subclass transport/tug, registry NCC-3801, 
commissioned April 2233, refit to Ptolemy (II)-
class configuration in the mid-2270s. Jason Genser 
served aboard the Ptolemy as Executive Officer 
from 2270 to 2282.   [Character File—Jason 
Genser (modified)]  
 
Quincy, U.S.S.  Hippocrates-class medical frigate, registry NCC
-4660. Donna Urbanavage served aboard the Quincy as a 
Doctor (Imaging Specialties) from 2287 to 2290.   [Character 
File—Donna Urbanavage] 
 
End Part V  
 
* * * * * * * * * *  
   In future articles, we'll continue to talk about what's aboard 
the ship, how various systems work, crew specifics, etc. 
(Members are urged to suggest topics. If there's something you 

want to know about the ship, chances are that someone else 
wants to know, too. So send in your questions, and we'll try to 
get answers for you in upcoming columns.) 
   This column also supports short stories! Stories should be no 
more than 4 pages in 10-point type, and can be about anything 
in the Avenger Universe. (Serializations are also accepted, but 
the story must be submitted complete, and arrangements with 
the column editor and Avenger News editor for serialization will 
be made ahead of time.) We hope everyone will take the 
opportunity to contribute to the tales of the Avenger. 
   To help you out, we’re also running story ideas each issue. 
These aren’t fleshed out, but are jumping-off points from which 
stories may evolve. If you do see an idea listed here that you’d 

like to build a story from, let me know, so that we don’t get 
multiple members working on the same idea. And here we have 
the next suggestions... 
 
   1] When a Federation First Contact Office outpost is 
threatened with discovery by the abrupt advancement of a pre-
warp civilization, the Avenger is sent to aid in the outpost’s 
evacuation before the civilization can find either the outpost or 
the ship. 
   2] During first contact with a newly discovered species (that, 
oddly enough, selects its leaders from medical professionals), 
the species requests assistance with a medical problem. It 
seems that the planet is suffering from an outbreak of a deadly 

virus (Venarin Flu). They've developed a cure - something 
Federation science has yet to do, due to the adaptive nature of 
the virus (after a day has passed for the virus to adapt to the 
body, any attempt at treatment results in the condition 
worsening). Unfortunately, the Doctors say, those infected seek 
to flee treatment into the wilderness, and government 
resources are stretched thin trying to locate them and finally 
end the recurring outbreaks. 
   What the Doctors aren't telling the Star Fleet crew is that the 
adaptive nature of the virus “copies” sentience when it infects 
sentient beings, and is essentially reproducing through these 
outbreaks. The species understandably fears the loss of identity 
that comes with infection - it is, in a manner of speaking, the 
death of one’s identity - and is in the process of genocidal 
efforts against the virus. This poses a clear moral dilemma 
when the crew inevitably finds this out; the virus cannot exist 
without causing the effective death of another being. Is it 
ethical to kill one being to save another, or even to kill off an 
entire species in order to prevent otherwise inevitable deaths? 
And what of the cure for the virus, which the species will 
provide for their assistance, and which may save countless 
Federation lives, albeit at the cost of the lives of the virus?  

 
   Finally, as a part of this series, we include character-files of 
members of the crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-file, 
great! If not, why not try making one? We'll try to publish one 
or two each issue, as space and contributions permit. We’re 
always looking for members to create files for their own 
characters. If you’re interested in creating a file for your 
fictional character, or updating an existing file, contact ADM 
Rosenzweig for help/information.  
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From Alex Rosenzweig: 
 
Style of Speed 
   Style of Speed is the division of the 
Christian Stroetmann GmbH that is 
concerned with the manufacturing of 
exclusive vehicles for land, air, space, and 
water. 
   To realize their products, they have 
developed worldwide unique and 
incomparable visions and strategies, as 
well as high technologies and designs.  
http://www.styleofspeed.com/index.htm 
 
George R.R. Martin's Open Letter About the Deaths in 

“Game of Thrones” 
   Most people who have come to follow 
George R.R. Martin know that he has a 
penchant for killing characters. When 
he got wind of comments that he was 
doing a bit too muvh killing, he decided 
to write an open letter responding to 
his critics. It makes for some very 
amusing reading! 
   (Note: Be warned that the letter has 
some harsh language and pithy 
commentary. If that might offend you, 

you might want to give this one a pass.) 
http://www.dorkly.com/post/63864/george-rr-martins-open-
letter-about-the-deaths-in-game-of-thrones 

“Star Trek: Legends” 
   Star Trek storytelling continues! 
   “Star Trek: Legends” is a fan-made, 3D web-comic series 
dealing with the years between “Star Trek V: The Final 
Frontier” and “Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country”. During 
those years (2287 through 2293), the Enterprise-A and her 
legendary crew experienced many more adventures, which will 
be retold here. In terms of approach and style, STL aims to 
continue the lofty “thematic” approach of the first six movies, 
with each movie dealing with a particular intellectual and/or 
emotional theme. 

   Updated with new pages – “issues” - uploaded for you every 
Sunday, this ongoing series will be created as a web-comic 
using 3D software (Daz Studio and Carrara Pro). Be sure to 

bookmark the episodes page, and also feel free to check out 
the “News” page as well, which will also be updated each 
Sunday with comments on the new issue for each week, 
random musings on Star Trek and sci-fi in general, articles, 
updates to the webcomic’s database, fun downloads, and other 
goodies for your enjoyment. 
http://www.ncc-1701-a.net/index.html 
 
Starship Enterprise Rebuild Project 

   The Magicam/Paramount 
team who designed and built 
the Starship Enterprise NCC-
1701 for “Star Trek™--The 
Motion Picture" have begun 
Project Enterprise to enable 

their STARSHIP ENTERPRISE 
REBUILD PROJECT - creating a 
l a rger ,  more  beau t i f u l 
Enterprise than their original. 
They explain: 

   “Our damaged original Enterprise is now privately owned -- 
leaving Star Trek™ without its greatest symbol and Star Trek™ 
fans without their beloved Enterprise. We---the original team 
who created her---wish to correct this travesty by building a 
larger, more beautiful and detailed NCC-1701 that will travel 
the world and always be kept on public view worldwide.” 
http://www.projectenterprise.space/ 

Lightyear.FM 
   A journey through space, time, and music. 
   Radio broadcasts leave Earth at the speed of light. Scroll 
away from Earth and hear how far the biggest hits of the past 
have travelled. The farther away you get, the longer the waves 
take to travel there—and the older the music you’ll hear. 
http://lightyear.fm/ 
 
 
Do you have a favorite website that’s sci-fi/fantasy/science/

technology/space related? Think other members might enjoy it? 
Don’t hesitate to share! Send in a description and a URL to 
ADM Alex Rosenzweig, so we can include it here.  

http://www.stroetmann.ch
http://www.styleofspeed.com/about/visions.htm
http://www.ncc-1701-a.net/episode1/index.php
http://www.ncc-1701-a.net/downloads/index.html


AVENGER NEWS #151— OCTOBER 2015 19  

11 October 2015 – Avenger  Ship Meeting 
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM 
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “Sexuality in Star Trek”. Dinner and socializing to 
follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun! 
Event Coordinator: VADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu 
 

17 October 2015 – U.S.S. Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum Trip 
Pier 86, 12th Avenue and 46th Street, New York, NY 
Featuring the Hubble @ 25 exhibit! Commemorating the 25th anniversary of the launch of the 
Hubble Space Telescope, this exhibition showcases the history of the telescope and its 
unparalleled scientific achievements through original artifacts, stellar photographs, Hubble-
produced images, and immersive environments. The exhibition is co-curated by Eric Boehm, curator of aviation, and Michael J. 
Massimino, former NASA astronaut and senior advisor of space programs at the Intrepid Museum. 
Event Cost: General Admission Tickets, including the Space Shuttle Pavilion, cost as follows:  Adult - $31.00; Seniors (62+) - 
$27.00; College Students (w/valid ID) - $27.00; Veterans - $24.00; Youth (7-17) - $24.00; Child (3-6) - $17.00; Child under (3) - 
Free  
Also, plan on having something to eat, likely in the City. 
Event Website: http://www.intrepidmuseum.org/  
 
18 October 2015 – U.S.S. Avenger Trip to “The Martian” 
Location TBD, Approx. 11:00 AM 
   During a manned mission to Mars, Astronaut Mark Watney is presumed dead after a fierce storm and left 
behind by his crew. But Watney has survived and finds himself stranded and alone on the hostile planet. With 
only meager supplies, he must draw upon his ingenuity, wit and spirit to subsist and find a way to signal to 
Earth that he is alive. 
   Directed by Ridley Scott and starring Matt Damon, this film is based on the novel by Andy Weir. 
   The Avenger will be gathering to share this film, followed most likely by a meal and socializing. Here’s the 
thing: Where we see it will be determined by who wants to go. We’ll choose a theater in the area where most 
people are who want to see the film. So, let us know if you want to join in! 
Event Website: http://www.foxmovies.com/movies/the-martian 

 
8 November 2015 – Avenger  Ship Meeting 
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM 
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “How Utopian is Star Trek?”: Is Trek’s world 
realistic or “fantastic”? A look at different styles of storytelling in Trek and what they say about the fictional 
world involved. Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun! 
Event Coordinator: VADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu 
 

 
NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can make 
the proper arrangements. Thanks! 

Mission Docket 

Upcoming Events 

“New Blood, New Battles”, by Jetfreak_7 (from DeviantArt) 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

“Ambassador Class—Sea Trials”, by Tobias Richter 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

IMAGE GALLERY 
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Avenger News 152 Deadline: November 20, 2015 
Please send all submissions to Alex Rosenzweig 

alexr1860@optimum.net 

The Next Meeting of the U.S.S. Avenger will be: 
Sunday, November 8, 2015 

2:00 PM 
 

North Brunswick Public Library 
880 Hermann Road 

North Brunswick, NJ  08902 
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org 

U.S.S. Avenger 
331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17 

Linden, NJ  07036-5695 


