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Meanwhile, Back on the
Bridge
BY JUDY WAIDLICH

Avenger News has reached a huge milestone with this issue:
AN 150. You know what this means? I have about 75 issues or
so around the house!!!!!!!!
Fandom has experienced another loss, with the passing of
Grace Lee Whitney. I remember meeting her at a Creation
Convention in NYC.
Reminders for the 30th Anniversary Party will continue to go
out for the time being. A number of members gave money to
me at our meeting. Todd Brugmans and Annie Slonski saw us
at the New Jersey Renaissance Faire, and they will be
attending, too. We seem to be on our way to meet the
minimum. Our party will be Saturday, June 20th at the Omega
Diner.
We continued to move forward on the table at the Somerset
Patriots’ Comic Con on Saturday, June 6th. We signed up for
the vendor table that comes with 10 tickets. Many people
chipped in for them at the meeting, though some of those are
iffy on attending.
Besides all that, I attended the Avenger’s movie outing with
Alex and Andy. All I’ll say for now is WOW, what a ride. Great
job. I picked up some comics on the way home on Free Comic
Book Day at a shop in Highland Park. I left some of our flyers
there. I also went to the store in Rahway to see if the flyers I
left them were out (they were). I got more free books and
bought some “Agents of SHIELD” and “Agent Carter” books. I
also attended the Voyager Anniversary Event held by the U.S.S.
Justice.
I went to the Atlantic City Boardwalk Con, a first-time
convention with many guests. There I ran into Peter David,
who was selling his books. I had a fun day with Dave Sladky,
CO of the U.S.S. Storm.
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Alex and I had a nice time at the NJ Renaissance Faire,
where, as I mentioned, we ran into Todd and Annie. Later, we
met up with Brenda Bell, Frank Warren, and Wendy Bell to
watch “Tomorrowland”. I liked the movie, although I think my
expectations were different. I’ve written articles on the ren faire
and the con in Atlantic City (elsewhere in this issue - Ed.).
Except for “Tomorrowland”, event attendance is still low.
Please help us. Let us know how we can improve upon this.
We have another recruitment opportunity in July, on the
11th, with a Sci Fi Day in Warren County, NJ. We also have
plans to see the aircraft carrier Intrepid in July. We have our
meetings in June, July, and August, along with Shore Leave
and the IC occurring in August. Hopefully people will come out
and participate. There are many movies coming out in July,
too, including “Ant Man” and “Pixels”. There will probably be
picnics to attend (e.g., U.S.S. Challenger’s and U.S.S. Justice’s)
if there is interest in that. Let us know what you would like to
come out and do.
There may be various events in 2016, in connection with the
50th Anniversary of Star Trek. Newark Public Library wants to
do something and is looking for help from the NJ chapters. Bob
Vosseller is taking point on that. I had an idea that I have to
investigate. And of course there will be the next feature film.
We will keep you informed.
Please feel free to join us or suggest things we can do. Also,
you must come out and have a good time at our Anniversary
Party. Come out and have fun with us this year!

Vice Admiral Judy
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Editor’s Note
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG

I don’t write these very often. In fact, I think this is the first innovation. Without those of you who’ve supported the
one I’ve done since I took back the role of Managing Editor. newsletter over the years, we would have either a much poorer
But I wanted to say a few words on the occasion of the 150th publication, or none at all.
issue of Avenger News.
So, on this, the 150th issue, I’d like to take
Doing a newsletter isn’t always easy, as I’m
a moment to say thanks to all the writers,
sure the other editors we’ve had for this
artists, layout editors and designers,
publication, not to mention editors of many
proofreaders/copy editors, and so forth who
other publications, can attest. But it can be
have made our newsletter what it is. Good
highly rewarding. Still, it couldn’t ever be
work!
done without a lot of help and support. It’s certainly true in the
case of Avenger News. The articles, pieces of artwork, and so
Here’s to the next 150!
forth that have filled the pages of the newsletter are the result
of many, many members’ contributions, creativity, and

150!

Executive Thoughts
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG

Greetings, all!

all those things that are a part of life, and a part of our
extended “Avenger family”. We have been through a lot, and
when I talk about it being an incredible ride, that’s not just
recruiting hyperbole. It really has! Being a part of STARFLEET
and the Avenger changed my life. Maybe it led me to live a
very different life than I might have otherwise, but it’s made
my life better by a lot. I wouldn’t trade it for anything, just as I
wouldn’t trade the dear friends that being part of this group
brought into my life. Yes, I’ve put a lot of work into the
Avenger, but I have also felt rewarded many times over for it,
and I am happy to be able to say to everyone reading this,
“Thank you for being a part of this amazing journey.”
Well, before I get TOO maudlin, I suppose I should also note
that, even at 30 years old, what the Avenger has not done is
stop trying to find interesting things to do. And we have lots of
them. Elsewhere in this issue, you’ll see images from our trip to
Longwood Gardens in May. Still to come as I write this will be
our recruiting/publicity op at the Somerset Patriots ComicCon.
Later this summer, we’ll be visiting the space shuttle Enterprise
and celebrating the amazing discoveries of the Hubble Space
Telescope. It seems like every month, there’s something else
cool to do. That, of course, is how it should be. It’s also
possible because people continue to bring new ideas and
suggestions into the mix, and are willing to join up with friends
to make the trips worthwhile.
So, at three decades, what can we say? We’re still an active,
vibrant group, and that’s all due to each of you and what you,
as members of the group, bring to the greater whole. Take a
moment and give yourselves, as well as each other, a round of
applause. Then you can get back to reading the newsletter.
[Grin]

And so we’ve come to it...another anniversary. This time, it’s
our 30th. It’s hard to believe that three decades have passed.
So much has happened. When we started, there was no new
Star Trek on TV, but the original series was well-represented in
ongoing feature films. Now, seven more Trek movies (and two
others that at least call themselves Star Trek) have been
released. There’s again no new Trek on broadcast TV, but the
internet is filled with Star Trek, produced by its fans and
delivering more entertainment than anything the studio is doing
at the moment. Hundreds of books have been released, with at
least one story a month coming out. The Trek Universe is
bigger than ever. It has been amazing!
Time has marched on for us all, and one sadder difference is
that many of the people who produced or starred in Star Trek
have now left us. Counting the recent passing of Grace Lee
Whitney, now fewer than half of the regular or semi-regular
cast of TOS remain with us, and many of the creators of
various incarnations of Star Trek are now gone, as well. It
reminds us that life can be fleeting, and precious, and we must
remember, as much as we can, to enjoy it as it comes, and
value even the difficult times.
The Avenger has had its ups and downs, and we’ve survived
as an organization. that’s thanks to a lot of people doing a lot
of hard work over the years. I couldn’t even begin to name
everyone in the space available here. So let me say this:
Avenger has had nearly 700 people be a part of this
organization since we started. Some are still members—Brenda
Bell, Wendy Bell, and I are the three plankholders who are
members today—while others have moved to different
chapters, different organizations, or have even left fandom. A
few have left this plane of existence entirely, and we still miss
As always, I and the rest of the Command Staff would love to
and remember them.
hear your feedback about the Avenger, the anniversary, or just
It’s a truly amazing thing to have a social club last long anything that’s on your mind. Above all, please don’t hesitate in
enough that we can think about these sorts of milestones, both letting us know if you’d like to try out an event or activity. Your
good and bad ones. We’ve had births and deaths, marriages,
(Continued on page 4)
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Executive Thoughts
And that’s it from me for now! Enjoy the rest of this issue of
Avenger News! Have fun, and don’t forget “Mission Docket” for
ideas are what keep things happening, just as much as mine or neat upcoming events. Take care, and ‘til next time…
Judy’s or any other member’s. Just because we don’t think of a
potentially good idea doesn’t mean you shouldn’t suggest it. By Ad Astra!
all means, please do! After all, we want things to be fun for
everyone!
Alex
(Continued from page 3)

ADM Alex Rosenzweig

IMAGE GALLERY

“One Mean Ship”, by Dave Metlesits (from DeviantArt)
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]

“Perimeter Action”, by Jetfreak7 (from DeviantArt)
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]

Roster Update
Welcome Back--Thanks for Renewing
1) Commander Sarah Bolick
2) Lt. Commander Michael Rupprecht

Promotions—Congratulations!
1) Rear Admiral Judith Waidlich to Vice Admiral

MEMBERSHIP ALLEY
INDIVIDUAL U.S.S. AVENGER RENEWAL $10.00
(Family Memberships $12.50)

FOR STARFLEET

MEMBERS,

AVENGER

MEMBERSHIP IS

FREE!

Your subscription lasts for six issues. With any luck and a lot of good will, they will be delivered in PDF format to a registered
forum online. Free Adobe Reader downloads available on the web - for a printed copy of your newsletter, just hit PRINT! But if
you want us to mail them to ya’ anyhow, please add $5.00.
Make out check or money order payable to USS Avenger.
331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17, Linden, NJ 07036-5695
You can also renew at any ship meeting for your stamp-saving budget
Join the International fun of STARFLEET at www.sfi.org $10.00 gets you four electronic issues of the Communiqué (and $20.00
gets you four hard copy issues) and access to the many fun programs STARFLEET offers. It also means that your next renewal
with the Avenger is FREE!
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Reporting From Sickbay
BY SUSAN BOLICK

Susan Bolick here, stepping in for Jason as interim CMO.
Currently there’s low activity in Sickbay, just the usual slips and
trips on catwalks, in corridors, and in showers. A couple
involved hot drinks (sigh... Some folks should not multitask. You
know who you are), and the folks who are otherwise imbibing
are not telling me. Yeah, mmm-hmmm.
Bones can be knit quickly in skilled hands, and protoplasers
take care of most soft tissue injuries with little fuss. So I’ve
taken advantage of my downtime to review the vaccination
schedule for this month, update a couple of protocols to reflect
new recommendations, and plan a restocking work party for
the field response units (I provide lunch).
In other words, I took one member of the Bolick household
for some minor day surgery and helped another escape the
hospital after an admission from the ED (Emergency
Department) for tests. And I had my annual health review at
the hospital I work at (very) part time, and had my shot record
reviewed, but not added to.
I sent out my first email to the Avenger Medical Division to
say hello and invite ideas and updates. At the time of this
report, I haven't heard back from anyone.
I also took part last week in a joint disaster preparedness
exercise in Spruce Pine, an hour north of Asheville, called
Quake 3.0. It included setting up a field hospital in a fire
department parking lot, setting up and running an emergency
evacuation shelter, setting up and running a co-located
emergency companion animal shelter, preparing the mass
casualty bus and evacuating a couple dozen “patients” with

moulages (simulated and pretty realistic injuries), high-angle
rescue drills, and a field search and rescue operation. Oh, and
feeding everyone. There was lots of hot food.
Nursing students from the local community college were the
patients. Other participating agencies were sheriff departments,
a half dozen fire departments, the Asheville office of the
American Red Cross with volunteers from all over Western
North Carolina (WNC), North Carolina Baptist Disaster Relief,
several hospitals, NC SART (State Animal and Agriculture
Response Team), NC Department of Agriculture, the NC State
Medical Assistance Team, and the Mountain Regional Medical
Reserve Corps. I’ve probably left some out. Oh, and Cleo the
Incorrigible. She rode up with me to Spruce Pine in her cat
carrier. She and several dogs (one real, the others fake) were
the residents in the emergency pet shelter.
I volunteer with the Red Cross Disaster Services and the
Western Carolina Medical Reserve Corps, so I did a little of both
there. And doggone, those firefighters coming in to get lunch
wearing all their climbing gear looked mighty cute!
Whew! Can you tell this is a huge, once-a-year event?
I also teach CPR for the Asheville Red Cross office and I
taught a Professional Rescuer class (Adult and Pediatric CPR,
First Aid, and AED) in early April and have an Adult CPR, AED,
and First Aid class for laypeople coming up tomorrow.
That's about it. I would love to hear of other community
health or preparedness activities that other folks in the Medical
Division are doing.

Engineering Division Report
BY MATTHEW J. RIELLY

Our ship’s 30th Anniversary celebration is practically upon us.
The push continues to draw division members to our
Anniversary Party. The festivities are set for Saturday, June
20th, at the Omega Diner on Route 1 South in North Brunswick,
NJ. We are looking forward to seeing as many of our own crew
as possible, along with people from other ships in STARFLEET
Region 7. The division is also encouraging its members to share
their memories of their time with the ship in light of this
landmark anniversary.
The month of June has also included a Comic Con event at
the Somerset Patriots’ ballpark. It included an opportunity for
us to set up a table for recruiting, and we are hoping to see a
few new faces come on board. There was also a chance to
enjoy a game with the Patriots.
We would also like to take this opportunity to wish our
division members a wonderful summer, including a happy, safe
Fourth of July. Some of our sister clubs will also be having their
AVENGER NEWS #150— JUNE 2015

parties and picnics to mark their respective anniversaries, and
we hope to join as many of them as we can in celebrating the
season. As certain party dates draw near, more reminders will
go out where applicable. These events are also good
opportunities to reconnect with old friends from past days...and
to meet and greet new friends from around the region.
The guest list for this year’s Shore Leave convention
continues to grow. One of the more significant additions to the
line-up includes actress Rekha Sharma. She is probably best
known for playing Tory Foster on the Ron Moore-produced
“Battlestar Galactica”. Again, the convention is set for the
weekend of Friday, August 7th through Sunday, August 9th, at
the Wyndham Hunt Valley Inn in Hunt Valley, MD, just outside
Baltimore.
More reminders will be pending for other events, including
STARFLEET’s Region 7 and International Conferences.
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Forty-Two
BY SARAH BOLICK

Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We only matter to us. We put things in our life with intention because
have today. Let us begin.
we want them there. Live fully. The present is what it is. Don’t
wish away time because it does not get made up later. You
Time.
have the now and your choices. It will never come back. There
is no day but today.
Ever fluid. Changing. Fixed. Bending. Changing. We mark its
Be present in the present. These moments will not come
passage thinking we are the Masters. But we hardly ever are. again. Moments lost in time do not become unlost; you don’t
Control is an illusion. Moments in time can be stretched out and get to make them up at the end. Make up your mind for what it
they feel like they'll last forever. Or they go by faster than the is you want in your life and go for it. Have courage. Dream
blink of an eye. We count things of meaning, like the number of beyond the stars. Unlimited. The only limits we have are the
times we pass around the sun. Here we are at having put ones we put on ourselves. Set yourself free from the chains
together 150 issues of this newsletter. And 30 years as a that bind you. This is no time to be talking about time; we don't
chapter of STARFLEET. We say this is a long time. And it is. A have time!
great many things can happen in this amount of time. The
more things change, the more they really stay the same. Time Be!
changes everything. There are no things it does not change in
some aspect. We call it a fixed constant, despite how much it in (Quotes are from Mother Teresa, Lord Tzu, “Rent”, Deanna
itself changes things.
Troi, and several Sarah-isms.)
Time is a created thing. To say, “I don’t have time,” is like
saying, “I don't want to.” We make time for the things that

CD Review - “Music of the
Spheres”
BY JENNIFER LYNCH

David and I were at Barnes and Noble recently. I
looked among the CDs and found a Mannheim
Steamroller CD that had come out in 2013, but that I
did not have, called “The Music of the Spheres”. When
I played the CD, I thought something was wrong with
the CD at first, but then I realized they had done

something special with the music by adding something
from NASA.
Many of you may recognize some of the music on
the CD. It is worth a listen.

Tae Kwon Do - Ten Years On
BY AMBER STRONACH

10 years ago I fulfilled one of my childhood dreams and that
was to start a martial art. I chose Tae Kwon Do. I started
learning with the Tae Kwon Do Association of Great Britain
(TAGB), and in the space of two years went from white to blue
belt, picking up some medals and trophies along the way.
Then, in ’07, I went off to the World Championships and
bagged myself a Bronze Medal.
Now, ten years on, I’m about to get my black belt. This
should have happened much sooner, but due to problems with
the TAGB and my old instructor from there, I couldn’t return
there. I managed, though, to find a nice International Tae
Kwon Do Federation club to take me and continue my training.
I have been with my instructor for around a year now.
But how does it feel, finally getting ready to become a Black
Belt in a martial art? Well, to tell you the truth, it feels strange.
I am more focused and calmer in training than when I started.
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I have the ability to teach others, but more importantly I have
an ability that I didn’t have in my childhood, the ability to
defend myself and also the knowledge of when to use it and
when not to.
On the other hand, it is very exciting and I’m enjoying every
moment of it.
BUT – what does this have to do with security? Well…. As I
said last time, there are many different kinds of security.
Learning a martial art deals with personal security and the
security of others, too. Tasha Yar knew Aikido, as we saw in
the TNG episode “Code of Honor”. Worf, being a Klingon,
knows a lot of different Klingon martial arts, as does Dax.
So, you see, martial arts has a good deal to do with security
as, in the basic form, a martial art is the ability to defend
yourself, with or without melee weapons.
AVENGER NEWS #150— JUNE 2015

U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG

This column, in accordance with the Avenger Officer’s
Manual, is “a regular report of crew activities, in the form of a
column in Avenger News or as a separate mailing. It started
out with the idea of being a roundup of divisional activities, but
is being retooled into a more general summary of chapter
events and highlights. As such, if there’s something you’d like
to share with the group—an idea, a suggestion, a personal
milestone, etc.—feel free to let me know and it can get
included. “SitRep” is a term used typically by the military or
other government groups. It’s an abbreviation for “Situation
Report”, a report given to both senior officers and subordinate
staff to make sure that, put simply, they know what’s going on.
And that’s what we do here.

contact with division members of late (hey, folks, drop Susan a
line, won’t you?). Susan has been keeping up with the
literature, though, reading articles about the lack of scientific
evidence supporting low cholesterol diets as preventative for
coronary vascular disease, the benefits of a moderate level of
sodium in the diet as opposed to very low, measures
undertaken by the Pain Management and Addiction
Management Society in regards to the escalating level of opiate
abuse and overdose death, and evidence-based medicine in
improving mother-friendly maternity care and newborn care. So
when Susan tells us something, the odds are pretty good that
she knows what she’s talkin’ about! But she’d still like to hear
from the division’s members, too.

Onward...

Operations:

DIVISIONS:

CMDR Norm Van Houten reports that Operations has
remains quiet. Norm returned to the newsletter
distribution task with AN 149, and had everyone’s
Command:
issues out very promptly. OpsDiv members, don’t forget
VADM Judy Waidlich was able to work with to say hi to Norm!
STARFLEET CompOps to get two cadets transferred to
the Avenger, resolving a problem for a family Engineering:
membership. Judy is also working hard to prepare for
CAPT Matt Rielly reports that EngDiv focused
the 30th Anniversary Party, and has been supporting our
primarily in recent weeks on encouraging attendance at
activities as much as possible, including handling the Somerset
the 30th Anniversary Party and support of the recruiting
Patriots’ Comic Con recruiting table, attending the NJ
op at the Somerset Patriots’ Comic Con. CAPT Rielly is
Renaissance Faire trip, and joining members for the films
also continuing to look forward to this year’s Shore Leave
“Avengers 2: Age of Ultron” and “Tomorrowland”.
The XO’s office has continued to focus on activity- convention.
shepherding and newsletter work. The biggest challenge
remains getting members to participate, as well as to Communications:
encourage others to bring ideas to the table. Along with
The Communications Division has remained mostly
attending the same activities as VADM Judy, ADM Alex is also
quiet. LCDR Jennifer Lynch would really love to hear
helping with the 30th Anniversary party and looking ahead to
back from her members, so say hi! In the meantime,
events in July, as well. Avenger News 149 was released only a
she’s continuing to provide content for Avenger News.
week or so off-target, so things are gradually getting caught
back up again. ADM Alex also continues to serve as Press
Officer and Fiction Coordinator.
Security:

Sciences:

COL Amber Stronach reports that SecDiv has been
quiet of late, though part of that is her own focus on
exams. These are now complete, and Amber hopes to
be reaching out to her members again soon.

Life has been a bit demented in the past couple of
months, as plans proceed for CMDR Sarah Bolick’s move
north to New Jersey, as well as other real-life issues.
Sarah hopes to host another “fireside chat”, though it’s
not clear if this will take place prior to or following the move. GENERAL:
Other plans under consideration include sharing “mini-labs”
which members could try easily at home. As always, member
Activity-wise, we continue to keep the Avenger’s schedule
communication and feedback are hoped for. Don’t hesitate to
reasonably full, though not so packed that there isn’t some
reach out to Sarah, or to Assistant Chief CMDR Michelle
down-time. We’re also continuing up a variety of options.
Lampson, with any thoughts or ideas.
Attendance has remained hit-and-miss with various events, so
we’re still looking to see what approaches might help that
Medical:
improve. This is something we hope that all of you will help
with.
VADM Susan Bolick, standing in for LCDR Jason
Our recent activities have included, in addition to the
Blackstone during his fight with real-life schedule issues, meetings:
reports that MedDiv is still mostly quiet. There’s been no
AVENGER NEWS #150— JUNE 2015
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U.S.S.

Justice’s Celebration of “Voyager”’s
Anniversary
An Avenger Fiction Workshop
Group Viewing of “Tomorrowland”
Group Viewing of “Avengers 2: Age of Ultron”
A Trip to Longwood Gardens
A Trip to the New Jersey Renaissance Faire

20th

characters, with explorations of backstory and
updates to the present day, in Avenger’s world.
What’s the magic of this sort of event? For
anyone who’s struggled to build a character, or
plot out a story, or even imagine a world, being
able to brainstorm back and forth makes the
whole process a LOT easier, not to mention more
fun. Hopefully we’ll get some more folks to join in next time!
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)

Looking ahead, we see activities including:
 More Video/Movie Days
16 May 2015 – Longwood Gardens Trip
 More Group Trips to Film Releases (e.g., “Terminator:
Longwood Gardens is one of my favorite places. There are a
few reasons, but they center on the mix of beauty and
Genesys”, “Ant-Man”, etc.)
opportunity to learn that pervades the entire property. For this
 Additional Skype Chats
 A possible trip to the Intrepid Museum and Shuttle trip, I joined FCAPT Dave and LCDR Jenn Lynch. As it turned
out, we ended up spending a significant period of time in areas
Enterprise
we hadn’t visited before. Partly, that was because we started
 A non-holiday trip to Peddler’s Village.
out going in a different direction than our usual path, but it was
 Avenger’s 30th Anniversary party!
also because some areas were inaccessible. Why was this?
Well, after 80+ years, it was decided that the main fountain
We’re always looking for suggestions from folks for films
garden needed to be overhauled, from new nozzles to new,
you’d like to see as a group. Feel free to share your suggestions
advanced lighting systems. So,
on the Avenger’s mailing list, in our Facebook group, or even by
when we visited, that whole area
contacting any member of the Command Staff. We’ll be heavily
was a giant hole in the ground!
relying on your input to determine what films we should see
The plan is that the overhaul
together as a group.
should be done by the spring of
We’re looking forward to scheduling more video days, and
2017, and I am very much looking
we’re definitely interested in knowing what films/TV shows
forward to seeing what the result
you’d like to watch together, and also if you’d be willing to
will be of all that work. Where we
host such an event. (We’ve had some wonderfully generous
did go this time, though, was the
folks host these events in the past, but hopefully we won’t have
Idea Garden and the children’s
to keep going back to the same people over and over again. If
area, where we found a
we can move things around a bit, that’d be welcome.)
fascinating exhibition garden that
And, as always, if there’s something you’d like to suggest for
was inspired by the films of Hayao
an event, don’t hesitate to speak up. We want to hold events
Miyazaki.
that out members want to attend, but we can only do what
Later, we explored the Meadow Garden, which had been
members tell us they’d like. Your input is really important here.
overhauled since we had last visited the Gardens. Two newly
As some of you may have seen, we’ve been compiling a large
redesigned bridges and a new Meadow Pavilion gave a new,
list of potential activities, which we hope to develop into real
fresh look at the meadow ecosystem.
events, but your input and support are crucial. The senior staff
Following the meadow, we
can’t do it alone.
explored the Italian Garden,
which is a beautifully manicured
Mission Reports:
area that’s filled with fountains.
There’s even a waterfall that
This section of the column features short
cascades down a flight of stairs at
recaps of various Avenger and STARFLEET
one end of this garden area.
events. To make it the best it can be, though, I
Finally, it was time to leave.
need your help. If you’ve been to an event, you
Not surprisingly, we’d not gotten
don’t need to write a whole long article. Just a
to see everything, but that just means that we’ll have plenty to
paragraph or two would be great. Send them to
see next time. And it would be awesome to have a bigger
me and I’ll include them here. And if you’ve got
group to go! Think about it, okay?
pictures you want to supply, that, too, would be pretty
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)
awesome. (By the way, if a lot of folks contribute for a single
activity, it could always be broken out into a separate article,
16 May 2015 – Atlantic City Boardwalk Con
and if you want to write a stand-alone piece, don’t let this
I‘d made plans to go to the Atlantic City Boardwalk Con
feature stop you from doing so! It’s not an either-or
(ACBC) on Saturday, May 16. I made an extended weekend of
proposition, just another way to share.)
it by taking off from work on May 15th and using it as a travel
day. I got down to my friend Dave’s place in Absecon, NJ
26 April 2015 – Avenger Fiction Workshop
around 2:30 PM (much later than usual) and we decided to go
Turnout was light, only two of us in person and one by
for a scenic ride to Cape May area via Route 9, which ended up
remote, but we got a lot done. The focus ended up being on
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having a bridge out and tossing
us back onto the Garden State
Parkway (after some circling
around to get in the southerly
direction). After a visit to some
little stores at Woodland Village
(around Cape May Courthouse),
we stopped briefly at the Naval
Aviation Museum (which was
closed by that time) and to Cold Spring Village to see if the
restaurant was opening (the Village closed earlier than the
Aviation Museum). There was going to be a rehearsal dinner
that evening, so we traveled back and ate at the Cape May
Courthouse Diner (a good place if you want to feel rushed).
Then it was back to Absecon. I collapsed for the evening after
all that driving, while Dave checked at an afterparty hosted by
the ACBC; he enjoyed that.
We set off around 10 AM to take the train to AC (a tenminute ride and much lower cost than parking would have
been), which takes one to the convention center. The AC
Convention Center is huge and many people were on the will
call line, like us, having pre-purchased tickets. Hardly anyone
was going to the on-site “lines”, which were nonexistent. I had
learned the day before that
Stan Lee had cancelled and
that there were lots of
interesting guests (I had not
checked out the guest list
since I was trying to save
money). Besides big names
Bill Shatner and Kevin Smith,
there were Jason Mewes,
Garrett Wang, Nana Visitor,
Rob Paulsen, Tress MacNeil, Jess Hartnell, and Grant Imahara –
of some of whom I did not catch sight. I saw a couple of
friends – Alicia Swift said hello and that her hubby was around,
though I never saw him – and Jonathan Slavin, his son Ben,
and his XO (Dave spent lots of time with them). I wandered
about, looking at booths and the various movie and TV cars
(the Batmobile, the Ghostbuster Cadillac, the General Lee, and
others). Many cosplayers
were in attendance, also.
I mostly was there to
check
out
“Trek
Isolation”. The panel was
moved up to an earlier
time and different room.
We had to wait for the
panel, since only the
main ballroom was set up for video and Kevin Smith decided to
talk all the way through. The clip was premiered there (but only
ticket holders for Kevin Smith were allowed to enter).
Eventually the cast and some crew arrived where we were
waiting and were introduced to all. The clip was shown at their
booths (I had to catch it on-line later, since the noise level was
too high to make out much of the dialogue.)
After walking our feet off, we finally met up (my phone was
losing power and Dave wasn’t staying still, so I was going into
panic mode). We made our way back home (finally getting to
use the train ticket, so the train trip ended up half-price). Later,
AVENGER NEWS #150— JUNE 2015

after my phone and I recharged back at Dave’s, I headed home
to feed my cats.
(VADM Judy Waidlich)

23 May 2015 – The New Jersey Renaissance Faire

It was a gorgeous-looking Saturday,
and Alex and I ventured forth to the NJ
Renaissance Faire. The faire has been
held the past few years on the grounds
of Liberty Lake in Bordentown, NJ. The
plan was to first go to the faire and then
see “Tomorrowland” later on. As the
day progressed, we set up to meet with
Frank Warren and Brenda and Wendy
Bell to see the film in South Plainfield.
‘Twas a lovely day in the Shire of
Crossford. I found it a wee bit chilly for
the faire (but got a bit sunburned anyway, even using the
sunscreen). We roamed around the various booths with a
variety of wares. I made some small purchases of leather goods
(and non-chainmail jewelry purchases – surprise!), and enjoyed
the food and ambiance of the faire. We listened to some fair
fairy maidens sing and play stringed instruments while in sight
of the Scottish games and an
aerialist. We then watched the
antics of the Lords of
Adventure, where we learned
the secret hand signal and
sacred word of amazement,
and picked up an Adventurer’s
Guild pin and Adventurer’s
Handbook.
Then it was time for a wee bit
of nourishment, and afterward
we found some seats to take in
the joust. Our knight was
declared the winner (although
he did cheat, but he was proud
of it). Then we saw a drum and
pipe band, Cu Dubh (Scot Gaelic
for “black dog”, or so we were
told). We enjoyed them so much
that we came back for their last performance of the day. We
did more wandering in between. At the end of the day, we
caught a bit of Jacques the Whipper – part comedian, part
showman – who demonstrated his skill with a bullwhip.
Before we knew it, ‘twas time to bid adieu and make our way
north to meet up with Frank, Wendy, and Brenda.
(VADM Judy Waidlich)
Special thanks to those who have contributed to this column!
It’s really appreciated. We invite anyone who went to an event
and would like to share to also contribute a paragraph or two
to this column! It’s quick and easy, and it’s great to share
different views of what the club and its members are doing!
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From the Belly of the Beast
“I Dream of Janice: Remembering Grace Lee Whitney”

BY MATTHEW J. RIELLY

Anyone who has watched the original “Star Trek” at one time
or another will immediately recall the exploits of Captain Kirk
and Mr. Spock. The loss of Leonard Nimoy earlier this year now
makes that more poignant. We hope at least that he’s trading
war stories with DeForest Kelley,
James Doohan, and Gene and
Majel Roddenberry somewhere
in the Great Beyond. Of course,
the majority of Trek fans are
automatically familiar with the
main characters that populated
the
starship
Enterprise.
However, being someone who
likes to look beyond the obvious
where and when possible, I’ve
come to appreciate those folks
that made recurring appearances, as well as
those who only showed up once in a while.
Being part of the male persuasion, I’ll readily
admit that I paid close attention to the women
that were part of the tapestry of Gene’s sci-fi
video equivalent of the Mona Lisa. Sometimes
they would be on the other side of the line, like
Joanna Linville, who played the Romulan
Commander in the episode “The Enterprise
Incident”. Sometimes they were deluded
scientists like Leila Kalomi, played by Jill Ireland
in “This Side of Paradise”. But more often than
not, the women I have admired over the years
on “Star Trek” were mostly Star Fleet personnel. And it wasn’t
just the uniforms they wore. You know, the ones with the
miniskirts and the dark stockings (curse you, William Ware
Theiss, for your diabolical genius in costume design). But the
Star Fleet women were not strictly eye candy. They were
intelligent, hard-working, courageous when the opportunity
called for it, and far more wise than one may think. One of the
secondary characters from the show’s first season best
exemplified these qualities, while not forgetting she was only
human. She wasn’t Lieutenant Uhura, and she wasn’t Nurse
Chapel, although both of them easily fit that description. I am
referring to the one who was sort of Kirk’s “girl Friday”, if you
will. This heartfelt tribute is going out to Yeoman Janice Rand,
and to actress Grace Lee Whitney, who played her.
Even in the briefest moments, she managed to shine, like the
time she walked off down one of the ship’s corridors, with one
of the male crew members commenting to another as to how
he would like to have her as his personal yeoman. There were
moments, though, when Kirk seemed a mite embarrassed or
irritated, when she was just doing her job. I could almost feel
his pain when Rand served the captain a meal of dietary salad,
after reminding him it was past time he had something to eat.
Yet I had to admire the almost motherly manner of her
attention toward her commanding officer at that time. I even
managed to enjoy her amusing banter with Hikaru Sulu on a
visit to the ship’s botany lab. We were shown that she had the
right touch with alien plants, especially those which
moved...much to Rand’s chagrin.
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You had to appreciate Janice’s ingenuity at times, although
we were only given a brief glance into it, like the time when the
power was off in the ship’s galley, yet she managed to get a
cup of hot coffee to Kirk. I couldn’t resist admiring the hell out
of her when she said, “I used a hand phaser and, zap, hot
coffee.” Priceless.
As short as Grace Lee Whitney’s time was on the original
“Star Trek”, she managed to squeeze in what I considered her
two finest performances over the run of the series. The first of
those was the episode “Charlie X”, in which the Enterprise
takes aboard 17-year-old Charlie Evans, a young man with a
mysterious past from the time he was marooned on a distant
world at about age 3. He goes through the usual adolescent
pains, combined with awkward adjustments to
social interaction. One of his adventures with
the crew included a first crush...and I could
almost feel his heartbreak when he started
pining for our favorite blonde yeoman. At the
same time, I could feel Janice’s anguish as she
tried to steer him onto the right course while
keeping him at arm’s length. Her second tour
de force was as part of the landing party in the
episode “Miri”, with a memorable performance
by a young Kim Darby as the title character in
the story. Until then, we never got to see her
go down to any planet which the
crew was exploring. Yet there she
was, right alongside Kirk, Spock, and
McCoy, in the thick of the action.
After they were infected with a
disease that had attacked the
planet’s populace once they reached
the verge of adulthood, there was
one touching scene shortly after
Janice got upset and ran out of the
room crying. When Kirk went to see
how she was doing, she showed the
same blemishes that the rest of the
landing party was suffering. Some
were on her shoulder, and she then
started practically pouring her heart out to Kirk. She confessed
that, back on the ship, she tried to get him to look at her
legs...which he finally did, and saw the ravages of the disease.
Ironically enough, we see her moving her hand over her leg,
feeling self-conscious at that moment.
Soon, the show’s first season–and its entire three-year run–
had become a memory. It was through the marvel of
syndication that we were able to relive these moments, wishing
we could enlist in Star Fleet just to get posted to the Enterprise
and just be in the presence of Yeoman Rand. I thought that
would be it, until learning that “Star Trek” was finally coming to
the silver screen. Sure enough, it did. We were treated to the
sight of Janice once again, this time as a transporter chief.
While she was a bit older, you could still see in the eyes that
this was the same Grace Lee that we had come to know and
love over the years.
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Sometimes, our dear Janice could convey a sentiment
without even saying a word. A case in point was “Star Trek III:
The Search for Spock”. It was that unforgettable scene in
which the Enterprise arrives at Earth Spacedock, all battlescarred from her encounter with Khan Noonien Singh in the
Mutara Nebula...and the then-apparent loss of Spock. We see
her in a lounge near where the Enterprise would be moored.
She shakes her head in wonder at the fact the ship survived
the whole encounter, all covered with repair bands and
patches.
It is tragic that I never got to see Grace in person at any
conventions. I have to say the same for James, DeForest, and
Majel, though I did see Leonard live, albeit via Skype, but I was

glad I was able to do that much. If I had a chance to ask her
any question, it would have been a toss-up between how she
felt wearing the costume she had to...and what her impressions
were from working alongside William Shatner and company. At
least, thanks to reruns and DVDs, I can still look back with
affection and admiration for that stunning blonde in the red
uniform. Thank you, Janice Rand, for doing your part in helping
the Enterprise to boldly go where no man has gone
before...and thank you, Grace Lee Whitney, for bringing this
part of Trek lore to life.
######

A Brief History of the Cardassian Union
BY DANIEL ADLER

[Editor’s Note: This article is written from the point-of-view of peace with each other, although nations did war for resources.
Avenger’s fictional era.]
In the Earth year 1591 CE, a single world government was
declared by a man called Urrent Gar, and the Cardassian Union
From origins of deep spirituality and ingrained peacefulness, was born. By the latter 17th century, the Cardassians had
the Cardassian Union has evolved over the centuries into one of developed warp drive, and begun exploring neighboring
the most brutal civilizations in the entire Alpha Quadrant. Given systems.
the recent first contact between the Union and the Federation
The Cardassian people relied heavily on their military.
less than a decade ago, a cursory examination of Cardassian Expansion outward from their home system, and colonization of
culture and history is not inappropriate.
other worlds, allowed them to obtain both the resources and
food that were desperately needed at home.
The Hebitian Age
However, as the Union expanded, so did the military’s
need for more and more resources, to the point
The first civilization on Cardassia (also referred to
where most of what was coming in from the colonies
as Cardassia Prime) were a people called the
was going to the military, leaving the people on the
Hebitians. The Hebitian Age, also called the Age of
home world with almost nothing.
the Five Kingdoms, flourished on Cardassia starting in
Following a period of social discontent at home, as
approximately the year 7500 BCE (Earth calendar). It
famine and disease were arising globally on Cardassia
lasted for millennia, finally winding down about four
Prime, the military turned to conquering nearby
thousand years later (approximately 3500 BCE).
planets and forcing the natives to work as forced
The Hebitian people, although very sophisticated,
laborers.
and with an advanced technology equivalent to about
In the latter 19th century, three organizations were
that of early 22st century Earth, preferred to live in
founded which exist to this day and which, more or
harmony with nature; they valued the soil, and lived a less jointly, govern the Union. They are the Detepa Council, the
sustainable lifestyle. They were a deeply spiritual people, Central Command, and the Obsidian Order. The first of these is
worshipping a deity they called Oralius. The worship of Oralius a civilian governing board which has oversight of the Central
survives even today as an underground, persecuted sect on Command (controlling the military) and the Obsidian Order (a
Cardassia, with many worshippers fleeing to other worlds.
sort of internal and external secret police).
Eventually, a major climatic change on Cardassia resulted in
the fall of the Hebetian society. Rainforests and grasslands The Present Day
turned to desert, disease ran rampant, and millions died. The
survivors formed the militaristic and expansionist society we
The Federation Council and Star Fleet are keeping a wary eye
know today as the Cardassians.
on the Cardassian Union, although there have been no formal
Thousands of years later (in about the year 2167 CE, Earth exchanges of ambassadors between the two governments.
calendar), the first Hebitian tomb was found. This resulted in a There have been reports of border skirmishes between
government-sponsored program of tomb looting, with the Cardassian and Federation vessels, but those have, apparently,
resources gained going to finance attacks on other worlds.
been only minor incidents. However, given the Cardassian
tendency toward violet expansion, one cannot be too careful.
The Cardassian Union
Following the end of the Hebitian Age, the Cardassian
homeworld existed as a patchwork of nations, more or less at
AVENGER NEWS #150— JUNE 2015
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STARFLEET and Region 7 News
STARFLEET News:

** PETFLEET has an open position. They are looking for any
STARFLEET member who happens to be a licensed
Veterinarian in real life. The position as
PETFLEET Veterinarian would entail
assisting with animal care articles for the
PETFLEET Gazette, which is launching
soon, on a quarterly basis. If you would
like to apply, please send a letter of
intent and both your real world resume
and STARFLEET resume for consideration. For more
information contact PETFLEET Director, COMM Lee Vitasek,
at petfleet@sfi.org

** Executive Committee News:
- MGEN Joe Sare has resigned as Vice Chief of
Operations, and a replacement is being sought. The
position description and application requirements are as
follows:
Second in Command to the Chief of Operations,
STARFLEET
- Assists the Chief of Operations, STARFLEET with chapter- ** STARFLEET Operations has announced
related requests (i.e., Change-of-Command requests;
the commissioning of the following chapter:
Chapter Reassignments, etc.)
- U.S.S. Orion, NCC-21041, based in East
- Works directly with the Chief of Operations, STARFLEET to
Moline, IL, Region 12, BDR Shane Russell,
address any OPS-related items within Monthly and Region
Commanding
Status Reports
- U.S.S. Valkyrie , NCC-2590, based in
- Assists Operations staff with their duties if/when needed
Pacific Palisades, CA, Region 4, CAPT
(Operations Staff includes: Chief of Shakedown Operations,
Stephen Halkovic, Commanding
Correspondence Chapter Operations, MSR Officer,
Operations Statistician, Recruiting & Retention Officers)
** STARFLEET Shakedown Operations has announced the
- Compiles information from Operations staff for monthly
launching of the following chapters:
OPS Report
- U.S.S. Bairoko, NX-3115, based in Gentry, AR, Region 12,
- Works with all Operations Department personnel to ensure
VADM Dal Lloyd Glenn, Commanding
that all Operations-related materials are kept up-to-date
- U.S.S. Black Elk, NX-58931, based in Gallatin, TN, Region
- Assumes duties of Chief of Operations, STARFLEET, in the
1, LTC T'Anna Harrington, Commanding
event he is not available (even temporarily)
- U.S.S. John Paul Jones, NX-5321, based in Raeford, NC,
- Miscellaneous duties and activities as assigned and/or arise
Region 1, VADM John Sprouse, Commanding
- Must be a member in good standing of STARFLEET
- Must be at least 25 years of age
** The Department of Technical Services (DTS) is seeking
- Must possess strong administrative skills (i.e., transcription,
talented artists to help execute engineering drawings of
taking minutes, etc)
starships and space stations. If you’re interested,
- Possess strong leadership skills
contact ADM Alex Rosenzweig at shoc-dts@sfi.org or
- Experience in Adobe and InDesign a plus, but not required
alexr1860@optimum.net, or by US Post at 980 Linwood
Place North Brunswick, NJ 08902-2267.
If you are interested in serving our organization as the next
Vice-Chief of Operations, STARFLEET, please send the ** Membership Perks have been established for
following to ops@sfi.org:
STARFLEET members. Here is where to find discount
- Letter of Intent
codes to all of our Membership Perk Partners:
- STARFLEET Resume
- Surf to the STARFLEET Database at https://db.sfi.org/
- Real-Life Resume
- Log on using your database ID (provided to you as part of
Application deadline is 30 June 2015.
** Admiralty Board Updates:
- COL Jeremy Carsten has been elected as the Region 3
Regional Coordinator.
- SMAJ Marie Smith has resigned as Region 11 Regional
Coordinator. BDR Liam Smith has been appointed as
interim Regional Coordinator, pending elections.
** VADM Chrissy Killian has been appointed as STARFLEET
Historian.
** FCAPT Greg Mortensen has been appointed as
Webmaster for the STARFLEET website, www.sfi.org
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your membership packet, but if you don't know what your
User ID and password is, please contact the STARFLEET
Help Desk)
- Click on the "MEMBER" button on the left side to show the
menu of available member tools
- Click on the "MEMBERSHIP PERK" button.
On this page, you'll see all of STARFLEET's Membership Perks
and their discount codes for you to use!
For more information about STARFLEET's Membership Perks,
please visit: http://perks.sfi.org/

** STARFLEET International Conference News
- IC 2015 will be held in Niagara Falls, NY on 21-23
August 2015, at the Conference & Event Center
Niagara Falls.
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STARFLEET and Region 7 News
- The IC2015 website and registration pages are now
online and ready for you to enjoy! You can find the
website at:
http://www.ic2015.com/
Register for IC2015 through EventBrite at:
http://ic2015.eventbrite.com/
Or visit the Facebook page for semi-regular updates about
IC2015 and a video/picture walking tour of Niagara Falls
at: https://www.facebook.com/IC2015
- The hotel is accepting reservations, as well.
- IC 2015’s charities include the STARFLEET Scholarship
Funds and the IC2015 Space Camp charity fund.
- IC 2016 has been announced. It will be held in
Louisville, KY on 12-14 August 2016, at the Crowne
Plaza Louisville Airport.

Region 7 News:
** 2015 Region 7 Conference News:
- The 2015 Regional Conference will be held in Hanover, MD
on 2-4 October 2015.
- The conference website is now up, here: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-region-7-conferenceregistration-15683464665
** The U.S.S. Justice hosted a “Star Trek: Voyager” 20th
Anniversary Celebration Event at the Morris County
Library in Whippany, New Jersey, on 25 April 2015.
** The U.S.S. Sovereign held its 25th Anniversary
celebration in Philadelphia, PA on 6 June 2015.
** The U.S.S. Avenger will celebrate its 30th Anniversary
with a gathering at the Omega Diner and café in North
Brunswick, NJ, on 20 June 2015 from 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM.
(Please see “Mission Docket” for more details on all of these
great events!)
** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet
cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com) For further
info, contact Mike Stein at JusticeOC@aol.com or check out
the Region 7 website at http://www.region7.com

IMAGE GALLERY - MORE FROM ATLANTIC CITY BOARDWALK
CON
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Star Trek Book News
COMPILED

BY

ALEX ROSENZWEIG

Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek not to know where he is or how he got there. A quick scan
books…
confirms the visitor is armed with a projectile weapon—a
firearm more antiquated than, but similar to, the one that took
Available June 2015:
President Bacco’s life. But the Bajoran liaison to the station
believes that Altek has been sent from the Prophets, out of a
ST: TNG: Armageddon’s Arrow, by Dayton Ward
nearby wormhole. The last time such an event occurred, it was
It is a new age of exploration, and the U.S.S. Enterprise is to reassure Benjamin Sisko of his place as the Emissary. For
dispatched to “the Odyssean Pass”, a
what purpose has Altek now been sent out of the Celestial
region charted only by unmanned probes
Temple?
and believed to contain numerous
inhabited worlds. Approaching a star
ST:NF: The Returned, Part 1 (eBook Novella), by Peter David
system with two such planets, Captain Jean
The first installment in a brand-new three-part digital-first
-Luc Picard and his crew find a massive
Star Trek: New Frontier e-novel from New
alien vessel, drifting in interstellar space for
York Times bestselling author Peter David!
decades. Sensors detect life aboard the
Captain Mackenzie Calhoun and the crew
derelict—aliens held in suspended
of the U.S.S. Excalibur are back, picking up
animation.
three months after the stunning events
Thought to be an immense sleeper ship,
depicted in New Frontier: Blind Man’s Bluff.
the vessel actually is a weapon capable of
Calhoun's search of Xenex has failed to find
destroying entire worlds...the final gambit in a war that has
any survivors, and now he is bound and
raged for generations across the nearby system. Now caught in
determined to track down the race that
the middle of this conflict, Captain Picard attempts to mediate,
killed them—the D'myurj and their
as both sides want this doomsday weapon...which was sent
associates, the Brethren—and exact
from the future with the sole purpose of ending the
vengeance upon them. His search will take
interplanetary war before it even began!
the Excalibur crew into a pocket universe, where he discovers
not only the homeworld of the D’myurj, but another race that
ST: TOS: The Wit and Wisdom of Star Trek (Trade Hardcover), shares Calhoun's determination to obliterate his opponents. But
by Robb Pearlman
is this new race truly an ally…or an even greater threat?
Published by Cider Mill Press.
The ultimate gift book for Trekkies,
featuring classic quotes and photos Available August 2015:
from fan-loved moments, tidbits of
behind-the-scenes trivia, and personal ST: SKR: Long Shot, by David Mack
recollections from the cast and crew of
SCIENCE GONE MAD... Bizarre sensor readings lead the Star
“Star Trek: The Original Series”.
Fleet scout ship Sagittarius to an alien world
The Wit and Wisdom of Star Trek where efforts to harness a dangerous and
celebrates the enduring legacy of The unstable technology have thrown the laws of
Original Series, with full-color photos, probability out of balance. Now, events that
notable production facts, evocative might have occurred only one time in a
excerpts, and quotes directly from the cast and crew. From love trillion are hap-pening constantly—to deadly
and inclusion, to humor, to exploration, The Wit and Wisdom of and dazzling effect.
Star Trek lives up to the mission of Star Trek itself: to inspire as
A PLANET IN PERIL... As disasters and
well as entertain!
miracles multiply globally at an everincreasing rate, it’s up to Captain Clark
Terrell and his crew to shut down the
Available July 2015:
experiment-gone-wrong before its storm of
chaos
causes
the
ST: DS9: Sacraments of Fire, by David R.
planet’s destruction. But the odds against
George III
their success—and their survival—might be
Days after the assassination of
too great to overcome.
Federation President Nan Bacco on Deep
Space 9, the unexpected appearance of a
ST:NF: The Returned, Part 2
(eBook
stranger on the station raises serious
Novella), by Peter David
concerns. He seems dazed and confused,
The second installment in a brand-new
providing—in a peculiar patois of the
three-part digital-first Star Trek: New
Bajoran language—unsatisfactory answers.
Frontier e-novel from New York Times
He offers his identity as Altek, of which
bestselling author Peter David!
there is no apparent record, and he claims
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Ship’s BBS
The Ship’s BBS was first introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where
items of interest could be posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things do change from
issue to issue, so keep checking back each issue, and if you’ve got an item you’d like to share, feel free to send it in. 
* Help Wanted!
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help!
The following positions are open:
- Press Officer: Write and distribute press releases to the
ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media
personnel, and help craft our club image to the world at
large!
- Storytellers: See “Avenger Fiction Update” later in this
column.
Contact RADM Judy or ADM Alex if you’d like to volunteer!
* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love
to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our
members bring to the group, and can be as simple as
something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy!
Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event
Planner and begin your adventure today. Event Planners
contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners
and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship
meeting. This is a way for everyone to find out the details of
what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to
do! We need your help, because if no one coordinates events,
they don’t happen!!
* Internet Resources:
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the
Internet! Check ‘em out...
- The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can
find information about your fellow crewmates and read online
logs from your division chief: http://www.ussavenger.org/
- Another great way to contact your STARFLEET buddies is
through Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be found
on the Avenger site. Go to the Internet Resources link on the
navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow the
instructions about IRC. NOTE: To access the IRC servers,
use:
chat.trekfan.org
Port 6667
The main STARFLEET channel is #Fleetchat, and Avenger
maintains its own channel at #avenger
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated
news from the Avenger via email and special website
features. Check it out at:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-sfi

- Avenger is also well-represented on Facebook, with both a
page and a group. The page is generally updated with
information directed more to the general public, while the
group includes more of the discussions, events
announcements, and cross-chatter among members and
friends. The URLs are:
Avenger Facebook Group: http://www.facebook.com/
groups/27371220186/
Avenger Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
USS-Avenger/159162957480482
- Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF
format, on the Avenger website.
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* Our CaféPress Store: You can buy Avenger stuff online like
T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads, etc at the CafePress
Avenger Store, featuring our logo. It can be found at: http://

www.cafepress.com/ussavenger

*30th Anniversary CaféPress Store: For our 30th
Anniversary year, we’ll have a special store open. Special
anniversary products can be found here:

http://www.cafepress.com/Avenger30

* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is there something you’d like
that we’re not offering at the Avenger Store? Check out
CaféPress’s product list, and if you see something there that
you’d like and that’s not available in our store, contact Avenger
Command and let them know.
* Look at the spiffy poster below and go buy one! The
Avenger Cutaway Poster, done by artist Chris Allan, is a
detailed poster that matches up with the official Avenger
Blueprints and gives a fascinating look inside our vessel. Take a
look! It’s at our CaféPress store: http://www.cafepress.com/

ussavenger

* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested
members are invited to join a community called Project SIMELE.
“SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET In the Movie and Early Lost
Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of STARFLEET
who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are fictionally set
in the timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the Star Trek
Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the Avenger.)
It’s designed to provide a venue for members to share
resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in this
era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative fiction, and so
forth. Come check the group out at

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/

* Avenger Blueprints!
Do you find yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty
while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of
these spiffy blueprint maps!
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Ship’s BBS
From the Federation Frontiers publishing office, we are pleased
to offer General Plans for the Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate. No
starship, save the famous line of those named Enterprise, has
received this much attention to detail.

Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for $15.00 and
deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order, simply print out
the handy order form at web site, or send your name, address,
e-mail address, number and type of sets desired, along with
your check or money order, to the following address:
Federation Frontiers
c/o Michael C. Rupprecht
3711 Bloomingdale Drive
Hillsborough, NJ 08844-5531

The twenty (20) sheet set includes:
- Construction history
- Ship's directory
- Six (6) external views
- Full starship specifications
- Equipment listing (with system contractors)
* Avenger Fiction Update
- Four (4) cross-section views
- The story of the ship’s latest change of command is now in
- Plan views of all eleven decks at 1:600 scale
the writing process. It’s coming together pretty smoothly so
- Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main
far!
engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay, - Contributions of stories set in the Avenger’s fictional universe,
transporter complex, and auxiliary control.
of any length, are welcome and sought!
- Ideas and suggestions for future possible group collaborations
For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at
are welcomed, too. Feel free to send them to ADM Alex, or
mrupprecht@hindlepowerinc.com, or just visit the Federation
even pitch them to the Avenger’s e-mail list.
Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star Trek - Suggestions for interesting characters to fill open spots in
technical documents: http://federationfrontiers.tripod.com/
Avenger’s fictional crew are wanted! You can provide just
fh1860/
some rough notes, or a full character file. If you’d like to get
in on the fun, check in with ADM Alex.
The Avenger -class Heavy
- And don’t forget to work on keeping your own main
Frigate General Plans cost a
character’s file up-to-date, too! Or create one if you haven’t
mere $10.00 for Avenger crew
done so yet. Check with ADM Alex for assistance if you need
members, and can be
it.
purchased directly from Alex
Rosenzweig. You can also buy
* Quote for this Issue:
the plans via mail order for $12,
“We still do not know one thousandth of one
which inc lu de s sh i ppi ng
percent of what nature has revealed to us.” –
charges. Money orders are
Albert Einstein
preferred, and will speed delivery. However, personal checks
are acceptable and should be payable to “Michael C.

IMAGE GALLERY - MORE FROM THE NEW JERSEY
RENAISSANCE FAIRE
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A Not-so-Short List of Star
Trek Fan/“Independent”
Productions, Part 3
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG,

In today’s era, the film/video Star Trek fan productions are
the equivalent of the fanzines of the ‘70s and ‘80s. While
fanzines live on, as well, a lot of attention has turned to the
visual productions. What many people don’t realize is just how
many there are! This list will begin to address that. In the
issues to come, we’ll take a closer look at some of the many
creative offerings are being developed, whether they be ongoing
series or one-shot films. We hope you’ll take some time to
explore them, and see just how far fans have gone to share
their love for this ongoing saga.
(Thanks are also due, by the way, to CBS and Paramount, for
allowing these productions to proceed, although it’s worth
noting that there are strict rules governing them that must be
followed.)
And now, here’s more of the list:
“Star Trek: Lexington (New Beginnings)”: This series,
which is still in development, tells the adventures of the U.S.S.
Lexington (NCC-1709-A). Originally imagined to be centered on
the Constitution-class Lexington, the series retooled to focus
instead on its Odysseus-class successor. The series is still in
development, and is looking at going to an entirely CGI
presentation, though they are still considering live action if the
budget allows.
“Star Trek: New Voyages/
Phase II”: This is perhaps
the best known of the fan
series. “New Voyages” began
in 2003. The intent was to
continue as if showing the
fourth and fifth seasons of the
original series, to fill in the
missing years of the original five year mission and bridging the
gap to “Star Trek: The Motion Picture”. The conceit has also
been to show original series-style episodes while still using
contemporary film techniques and visual effects. So far, 10
episodes and three vignettes have been released, with several
more episodes in various stages of post-production. The most
recent was “Mind-Sifter”, an adaptation of the famous novella
by Shirley Maiewski. Series creator and executive producer
James Cawley (who also portrayed James T. Kirk in the first ten
episodes and two vignettes) even had a walk-on in “Star
Trek” (2009).
“Star Trek: Odyssey”: This
was a “spinoff from “Star Trek:
Hidden Frontier”, and created
by the same key team. Set after
the end of “Hidden Frontier”,
“Odyssey” followed the U.S.S.
Odyssey as it struggled to get home from a dangerous mission
that had taken it and its crew to Andromeda Galaxy. This is the
AVENGER NEWS #150— JUNE 2015
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JUDY WAIDLICH

first Star Trek series, fan produced or otherwise, to take place
outside of the Milky Way Galaxy. “Odyssey” ran for 10 episodes,
and in a joint finale with “The Helena Chronicles”, the crews of
both ships worked to return the Odyssey to the Milky Way
Galaxy.

“Star Trek: Of Gods and Men”: This feature-length film was
released in 2007 to celebrate Star Trek’s 40th Anniversary.
Made with a wide array of stars from various Star Trek TV series
and films, it begins in the year 2306, as Captain Nyota Uhura
and Captain Pavel Chekov, along with Captain John Harriman of
the Enterprise-B, come together for a special dedication in
honor of Kirk’s Enterprise. Their reunion is cut short when they
receive a distress call from a mysterious planet, that presses the
three friends to embark on a mission that will change their lives
forever.

“Star Trek: Origins”: This series, which has been in
development for a number of years, is set about 80 years after
“Enterprise” and 30 years prior to the events of TOS. Although
things are going slowly, the pilot episode is set to resume
production soon, to be titled “The Wounds of War”.
“Star Trek: Phoenix”:
This series is set 42
years following the
events in the motion
picture, “Star Trek:
Nemesis”, and adheres
to the original timeline created by Gene Roddenberry. Part 1 of
the pilot episode, titled “Cloak & Dagger”, premiered on 2 May
2010. As the story goes, “After their diplomatic envoy crashes
on the remote planet of Katrassii Prime, Captain Avari and the
crew of the U.S.S. Phoenix embark on a dangerous mission to
rescue them. Upon arrival in the Neutral Zone, the rescue team
faces a labyrinth of mysteries while their true enemy lurks in the
shadows. The crew of the Phoenix will sail into the unknown as
the architect of their destruction leads them back to the
beginning of their maiden voyage.” The series has been
dormant since then, but the producers have been attempting to
raise funds to allow them to continue.
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Star Trek Fan/“Independent”
Productions, Part 3
“Star Trek: Raven”: This film is designed for the audience
who grew up with “The Next Generation”, “Deep Space Nine”,
and “Voyager”. Performers from Iowa and Kansas breathe life
into the characters, and skilled artisans from around the globe
generate the lush CGI renderings needed to present the
universe of Star Trek in high definition. The story begins on the
first anniversary of the return of Voyager back to the Alpha
Quadrant. As Captain Chakotay reflects on personnel changes,
Voyager is ordered back to deep space to investigate a Borg
signature. The crew is surprised to discover that the source is a
Star Fleet vessel...the new Raven! No word yet on a release
date.

“Star Trek: Reliant”: This series follows the adventures of the
new U.S.S. Reliant NCC-1864-A, Commanded by Captain Miles
O'Brien; First Officer Sa'Tar, a Vulcan; Pakled Security Chief Lt.
Brim; Helmsmen Lt. Nicolas; Borg Engineer 7 of 9; and Dr.
Higgins. Their adventures take place 10 years after the return of
the U.S.S. Voyager to the Alpha Quadrant. The Reliant's Mission
is mainly exploration of space beyond the Romulan Star Empire
and the Breen Confederacy. 10 episodes have been produced to
date.

“Star Trek: Renegades”: This will be a feature-length film
similar in scale to “Of Gods and Men”. Produced by Sky Conway
and directed by Tim Russ, this film is set 10 years after
Voyager’s return from the Delta Quadrant, with the Federation
in a crisis. Space and time have folded around several planets,
key suppliers of dilithium to the Federation, effectively isolating
them from any contact with outside worlds. And someone or
something is causing this to happen. Admiral Pavel Chekov,
head of Star Fleet Intelligence, turns to Commander Tuvok,
Voyager’s former security officer and current head of the newly
reorganized Section 31. Tuvok must put together a new covert,
renegade crew, a crew tasked with finding out what is causing
the folding of time and space, and stopping it – at all costs. But
will they be able to put aside their differences and stop trying to
kill one another in time to accomplish their mission? The
production team reports that by 10 February 2015, they will
have a nearly completed film ready to show CBS, should they
decide to graciously consider and review the film! Final release
dates will depend on the response from CBS.

the Enterprise, in between the end of the five-year mission and
“Star Trek: The Motion Picture”. Two episodes—“Whose Birth
These Triumphs Are” and “Rise of the Gongdea”—have been
completed so far, and work is underway on the third.
“Star Trek: The Helena
Chronicles”: This series was a
spin-off from “Star Trek:
Hidden
Frontier”
and
companion series to “Star Trek:
Odyssey”. Set 6 months after
the events of the “Star Trek:
Odyssey” premier episode
“Illiad”, it told the story of the crew of the Helena, who
desperately tried to find a way to get the Odyssey back home
from the distant Andromeda Galaxy. The first episode, called
“Sanctuary Lost”, was released in 2007, and the first season of
three episodes was completed in December, 2008, with season
two scheduled to follow in 2009, though only one subsequent
episode was produced. The “Odyssey” series finale, which was
released in September 2011, also served as the finale to “The
Helena Chronicles”.

“Star Trek: U.S.S. Hathaway”: This series is, or more likely
was, an attempt to portray the U.S.S. Hathaway (to which we
were introduced in the “Next Generation” episode “Peak
Performance”) and its crew in the year 2285. While an
impressive trailer and part of the pilot episode were shot,
production stalled and the project has been “on standby” for the
last several years.

“Star Trek: Unity”: This series is truly multi-media! The series
is set in the time period between “Star Trek: Enterprise” and
“Star Trek” (The Original Series). It centers on a set of original
characters who crew the starship U.S.S. Unity and the
challenges they will
face in their drive to
explore the cosmos.
The “Star Trek: Unity”
series starts off with a
four-part audio mini-series that provides an introduction to the
crew of the U.S.S. Unity set against the starship’s construction
at the Utopia Planitia Fleet Yards in Mars orbit. The animated
episodes will then be created using CG animation. To date, the
first two audio episodes have been completed, along with a
“Star Trek: Secret Voyage”: This is a webseries production teaser for the animated series to come.
chronicling “The Final Classic
Adventure of the 23rd Century”.
It focuses on what is described And there are still more to come! Watch next issue for the
as “a new crew assembled by continuing list.
Star Fleet for a covert mission
celebrating 45 years of Star
Trek!” The series is set aboard
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The Avenger in Fiction
Three Avenger Officers
BY JUDY WAIDLICH, WITH ALEX ROSENZWEIG

“Space, The Final Frontier...
These are the continuing
voyages of the starship Avenger. Her ongoing mission: to
explore strange, new worlds; to seek out new life and new
civilizations; to boldly go where no one has gone before.”
Many members’ questions have dealt with the fictional

Avenger. Since we call for members to make up personnel files

for their characters and invite them to write stories in the
“Avengerverse”, members want to know just how our fictional
universe works. What does the fictional Avenger do? How does
it fit into the Star Trek Universe as portrayed on TV and in the
films, books, comics, etc.? To answer these questions, and to
(hopefully) keep you folks entertained, this series of articles was
born.
In this issue, we’ll introduce you to one of the Avenger’s
senior officers whom we haven’t previously, as well as updates
on a couple of other folks we’ve met before. Enjoy these latest
looks at the folks who populate our fine ship...
WAIDLICH, JUDITH ANN
VICE ADMIRAL

promoted to full Commander later that year. In May 2302,
Waidlich was appointed to the position of executive officer.
Over the course of the following year, she distinguished herself
on multiple occasions, and as a result, received a promotion to
the rank of Captain in May of 2303. At the beginning of 2304,
following the transfer of Captain Maldonado, Waidlich was
offered, and accepted, the position of commanding officer. In
early 2307, the Avenger was assigned as the lead vessel of a
flotilla of five starships, under Waidlich’s general command. The
flotilla was assigned to survey a sector beyond the Taurus
Reach, in search of rumored Shedai artifacts, while
simultaneously balancing the diplomatic requirements of
keeping the peace while interacting with Klingon, Romulan, and
Tholian vessels all operating in the same area. The mission was
quite successful, and Waidlich received high ratings for her
performance as flotilla commander. As a result of this, in
August 2307, she was promoted to the rank of Fleet Captain.
Promoted to Commodore in July 2309 and to Rear Admiral in
November 2311, following a series of missions that
demonstrated her steadily increasing skills in multi-vessel
command roles. In January 2312, she was transferred to Star
Fleet Academy when a position opened up that required her
particular background and skill set. Returned to the position of
commanding officer of the Avenger in January 2315. Several
months later, following the successful completion of a series of
missions in which the Avenger served as a squadron flagship,
Waidlich was promoted to the rank of Vice Admiral.

Serial Number: SC 54198 CEC
Official Position: Commanding Officer
Current Assignment: U.S.S. Avenger,
Heavy Frigate, NCC-1860
Nature and Duration of Mission: Multi-Purpose (Exploration; Personal:
Unmarried. Parents deceased, having died in a
Peaceforcer; Survey; Etc.). 5 Years
freak accident in 2296. No siblings. Waidlich has described
Nationality: Terran
herself as a “strange child”, and says her parents “quit while
Place of Birth: New Jersey--United States--Earth
they were ahead”. Waidlich has had few close friendships, and
Date of Birth: 12 August 2273
even fewer romances. Significant relationships, however,
included one relationship at the Academy, which ended badly
History:
Pursued a degree at the University of Maryland, and shortly before graduation, and a shipboard relationship with
graduated at age 19 with a bachelor’s degree in history and Lieutenant Mick Kellor (Shuttlecraft Pilot aboard U.S.S.
xeno-anthropology. Chose to pursue a career in Star Fleet, and Avenger). Since that time, Waidlich has preferred to focus on
entered Star Fleet Academy the semester following her college her work, and until recently, remained immersed in the lore of
graduation. Completed all required courses in two years. dead civilizations. Her most recent promotions have had the
Graduated at age 22, and assigned with the rank of Lieutenant effect of drawing her out more, however. Interests include art,
J.G. to the heavy scout U.S.S. Gommorhea as a scientist horseback riding, rock climbing, hiking, camping, and
specializing in archaeology. Waidlich participated in a number spelunking (all useful hobbies for one involved in the
of archaeological surveys and site digs, gathering information exploration of ancient ruins). Waidlich is intelligent and curious,
on some twelve vanished cultures on as many worlds. At the yet quiet and shy at first in new situations. She tends to prefer
age of 24, she was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, in the “hard way” to reach ruins, traveling on foot or animal-back,
recognition of her experience and active contributions to the rather than a convenient beam-in. She is an excellent
research process. After another year or so, Waidlich indicated marksman and natural athlete, and has also gained
an increasing interest in more widely-varying exploration and considerable skills as a shuttlecraft pilot while participating in
research opportunities, and at the age of 26, she transferred to multiple surveys.
the heavy frigate U.S.S. Avenger as a scientist. She not only
performed her duties within the ship’s Social Sciences
department, but also actively pursued opportunities to learn in KARZA TYRUNE
other areas of the Sciences Division. As a result, at the age of
27, Waidlich was promoted to the rank of Lt. Commander. LIEUTENANT
Several months later, when Assistant Chief Science Officer
Siobhan Antrim was promoted and left the Avenger, Waidlich Official Position: Second Officer
was offered the position. She accepted, and was appointed as Current Assignment: U.S.S. Avenger, Heavy
Assistant Chief Science Officer in May of 2301. She was Frigate, NCC-1860
AVENGER NEWS #150— JUNE 2015
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Nature and Duration of Mission: Multi-Purpose (Exploration; embarked craft pilots; as a result, at the beginning of 2307, at
Peaceforcer; Survey; Etc.), 5 Years
age 26, he was promoted to full Lieutenant. In mid-2313, when
Nationality: Trill, unjoined
Lt. Commander Rigoni transferred to Starbase 23, Kellor was
Place of Birth: Trill homeworld
offered, and accepted, the position of chief pilot.
Date of Birth: 7 August 2276
Personal:
Unmarried. Parents are alive. Father, James, works
History:
Entered Star Fleet Academy at age 18, and for the Utopia Planitia Shipping Yards and mother, Michelle, is a
completed all required courses in 4 years, specializing in computer specialist at Jupiter Station. In the mid-2300s, Kellor
starship operations of Helm, Navigation, and Tactical. was involved in a relationship with Judith Waidlich (then
Graduated at age 22, and assigned with the rank of Ensign to commanding officer, U.S.S. Avenger). Kellor is a superb athlete,
the cruiser U.S.S. Starquest as an operations specialist in helm/ and excels at a variety of competitive sports. He is also an
navigation. At age 23, she was promoted to the rank of Ensign excellent marksman. He is 185 centimeters in height, with
1st Class. In early 2301, at age 24, Tyrune was promoted to green eyes, auburn hair, and a short, well-trimmed beard.
the rank of Lieutenant J.G. and transferred to the frigate U.S.S.
Ilyria as a tactical officer. At age 27, she was promoted to the * * * * * * * * * *
rank of Lieutenant. At age 29, she was transferred to the light
In future articles, we'll continue to talk about what's aboard
destroyer U.S.S. Ramis as chief of operations. In January 2312, the ship, how various systems work, crew specifics, etc.
at age 35, she transferred to the heavy frigate U.S.S. Avenger (Members are urged to suggest topics. If there's something you
and was assigned to the position of second officer.
want to know about the ship, chances are that someone else
wants to know, too. So send in your questions, and we'll try to
Personal:
Unmarried. Parents are alive on Trill homeworld, get answers for you in upcoming columns.)
where her father is an astrobiologist and her mother is an
This column also supports short stories! Stories should be no
artist. Three siblings: two brothers and one sister. Tyrune has more than 4 pages in 10-point type, and can be about anything
several close friendships, but since her assignment to the in the Avenger Universe. (Serializations are also accepted, but
Avenger, has formed bonds with several of the other junior the story must be submitted complete, and arrangements with
officers across several departments. No significant romances. the column editor and Avenger News editor for serialization will
Karza is a very focused, detail-oriented person, and emphasizes be made ahead of time.) We hope everyone will take the
precision in many aspects of her life. She is fairly even- opportunity to contribute to the tales of the Avenger.
tempered. She can be hardest on herself when deadlines are
To help you out, we’re also running story ideas each issue.
not met.
These aren’t fleshed out, but are jumping-off points from which
stories may evolve. If you do see an idea listed here that you’d
like to build a story from, let me know, so that we don’t get
KELLOR, MICK
multiple members working on the same idea. And here we have
the next suggestions...
LIEUTENANT
1] A former Avenger officer, with a grudge against a current
Official Position: Chief Shuttlecraft Pilot
officer, lures the latter to an icy world and abandons him to die
Current Assignment: U.S.S. Avenger, Heavy
in the cold, leading to a flashback to the stranded officer’s
Frigate, NCC-1860
childhood.
Nature and Duration of Mission: Multi-Purpose
2] An Avenger landing party is caught in the crossfire of a
(Exploration; Peaceforcer; Survey; Etc.), 5 Years
natural resource war on a non-Federation planet. They cannot
Nationality: Martian
escape due to a transporter malfunction and must try to stop
Place of Birth: Mars Colony 1
the natives from destroying their own world.
Date of Birth: 5 August 2280
Finally, as a part of this series, we include character-files of
History:
Entered Star Fleet Academy at age 18. members of the crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-file,
Distinguished himself as a cadet, including induction into the great! If not, why not try making one? We'll try to publish one
elite Red Squad unit. Earned several awards for exceptional or two each issue, as space and contributions permit. We’re
piloting skills. Graduated at age 22, and assigned with the rank always looking for members to create files for their own
of Ensign to the heavy frigate U.S.S. Avenger as a shuttlecraft characters. If you’re interested in creating a file for your
pilot. At age 23, earned a promotion and a special citation for fictional character, or updating an existing file, contact ADM
valor after providing air cover for a landing party which came Rosenzweig for help/information.
under attack from an Orion raiding group, until the landing
party could be beamed out. At age 25, following the completion * * * * * * * * * *
of a series of proficiency exams, he qualified for promotion to
In future articles, we'll continue to talk about what's aboard
the rank of Lieutenant J.G. This promotion was granted several the ship, how various systems work, crew specifics, etc.
months later. In late 2306, Kellor began taking on more of the (Members are urged to suggest topics. If there's something you
administrative and coordination roles for the Avenger’s team of want to know about the ship, chances are that someone else
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wants to know, too. So send in your questions, and we'll try to
get answers for you in upcoming columns.)
This column also supports short stories! Stories should be no
more than 4 pages in 10-point type, and can be about anything
in the Avenger Universe. (Serializations are also accepted, but
the story must be submitted complete, and arrangements with
the column editor and Avenger News editor for serialization will
be made ahead of time.) We hope everyone will take the
opportunity to contribute to the tales of the Avenger.
To help you out, we’re also running story ideas each issue.
These aren’t fleshed out, but are jumping-off points from which
stories may evolve. If you do see an idea listed here that you’d
like to build a story from, let me know, so that we don’t get
multiple members working on the same idea. And here we have
the next suggestions...

2] The Avenger is transporting an ambassadorial delegation
when it encounters an anomaly that drains power in a way that
looks like computer usage (spies? and with all these
ambassadors on board).
Finally, as a part of this series, and as we’ve featured in this
issue’s column, we include character-files of members of the
crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-file, great! If not, why
not try making one? We'll try to publish one or two each issue,
as space and contributions permit. We’re always looking for
members to create files for their own characters. If you’re
interested in creating a file for your fictional character, or
updating an existing file, contact ADM Rosenzweig for help/
information.

1] The Avenger must recover very rare medicines from Orion
pirates to help a Federation colony (the medicine is too
complex to replicate).

IMAGE GALLERY - MORE FROM LONGWOOD
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Trekkin’ the Web
From Alex Rosenzweig:
“Star Trek Anthology”
Yes, another fan production!
Launching in 2015...
“Star Trek Anthology” is
a vignette/anthology series
of TOS Trek-related stories.
Where Star Trek was Gene
Roddenberry’s “Wagon
Train to the Stars”, “Star Trek Anthology” is more of an
“Express Train to the Twilight Zone.” The plan is to explore the
strange, weird, and perhaps even uncomfortable subject
matter.
Think Trek + Twilight Zone + a pinch of Galaxy Quest =
Anthology. Let’s have some fun making Trek!
http://www.startrekanthology.com/
Rings Like Saturn’s, But Supersized
Think you've seen big rings
in our own solar system? Not
even close.
When the University of
Rochester’s Eric Mamajek tells
other astronomers about the
object he and his colleagues
discovered about 430 lightyears from Earth, they tend to be skeptical—very skeptical. And
no wonder: What he’s found is a giant ring system, sort of like
Saturn’s, but some 200 times bigger, circling what may be an
exoplanet between ten and 40 times the size of Jupiter. If you
put these rings in our own Solar System, they’d stretch all the
way from the Earth to the Sun, a distance of 150 million km.
http://time.com/3682987/planet-supersize-rings-saturn/
“Starship Valiant”
At this rate, there’ll be a
series covering every one of
the Constitution-class heavy
cruisers...
“Starship Valiant” is a new
web series in development at Starbase Studios and created by
Michael L. King. Inspired by the 1966 classic series created by
Gene Roddenberry, “Star Trek”, the show is set after the third
season of “Star Trek” and follows the exploits of the Federation
starship U.S.S. Valiant, a Constitution-class ship.
The vessel is captained by Jackson K. Bishop, a stellar man at
the helm but riddled with personal challenges. His second in
command is Leeza S. Kennedy, an officer who excels in all that
she does.
The missions of the Valiant are not that of direct exploration
but she is a true “police-ship,” in that she goes where she is
needed and most of time this involves hostile territory. It is the
producers’ goal to create a series that strives to explore the
human condition: Human beings at their best, but not always
triumphant in their missions, and personality clashes and
deeply developed characters to whom people can relate.
http://starshipvaliant.org/
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“Star Trek: Deception”
Not to be left behind, the
late 24th century is also
represented.
“Star Trek: Deception” is a
short fan-film being created by a group of friends whom all
have one thing in common, a love of science fiction, namely
Star Trek. Their backgrounds vary between them: some are
into acting, others audio, and some are into visual effects, but
together they have pooled their resources to create something
they have all dreamed of but never thought possible, creating a
Star Trek fan-film that they can all be proud of!
http://www.startrek-deception.com/

“Star Trek: Reliant”
“Star Trek: Reliant” follows the adventures of the new U.S.S.
Reliant, commanded by Captain Miles O'Brien; First Officer
Sa'Tar, a Vulcan; Pakled Security Chief Lt. Brim; Helmsmen Lt.
Nicolas; Borg Engineer 7 of 9; and Dr. Higgins. Their
adventures take place 10 years after the return of the U.S.S.
Voyager to the Alpha Quadrant. The Reliant’s Mission is mainly
exploration of space beyond the Romulan Star Empire, and the
Breen confederacy.
http://www.reliantadventures.com/
Star Trek: The Ultimate Voyage
Star Trek: The Ultimate Voyage brings five decades of Star
Trek to concert halls for the first time in this galaxy or any
other.
This lavish production includes an impressive live symphony
orchestra and international solo instruments. People of all ages
and backgrounds will
experience the franchise’s
groundbreaking and wildly
popular
musical
achievements while the
most iconic Star Trek film and TV footage is simultaneously
beamed in high definition to a 40-foot wide screen.
The concert will feature some of the greatest music written
for the franchise, including music from “Star Trek: The Original
Series”, “Star Trek: The Motion Picture”, “Star Trek II: The
Wrath of Khan”, “Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home”, “Star Trek:
Insurrection”, “Star Trek: The Next Generation”, “Star Trek:
Deep Space Nine”, “Star Trek: Voyager”, and much more. This
never-before-seen concert event is perfect for music lovers,
filmgoers, science-fiction fans, and anyone looking for an
exciting and unique concert experience.
http://www.startrekvoyagelive.com/
“Star Trek: The Animated Voyages”
The creativity continues, this time bringing the flair and style
of Filmation’s classic animated Star Trek series to a new set of
comic books, introducing a new ship and crew on new
missions.
A Star Trek fan since childhood, Jon Markiewitz’s concept of
new adventures set within the time of “Star Trek: The
Animated Series” originated while watching reruns of the
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Trekkin’ the Web
“pilot” will tell the story of one of Christopher Pike’s first
missions aboard the Enterprise. “Encounter at Rigel” will share
the tale of the incident at Rigel that took place shortly before
the events of the original Star Trek series pilot, “The Cage”.
Performers tentatively slated to participate in this production
include Ray Wise, Linda Park, Bruce Davison, Robert Picardo,
Dwight Schultz, and Chase Masterson. Tobias Richter will
provide visual effects for the productions, which will be directed
by Todd Shawn Tei. Also Walter Koenig will not only be
performing, but will be a co-writer for this project!
televised episodes. A proponent of exploring character origins http://www.startrekcaptainpike.com/
and futures of minor, guest, and background characters, the
decision was made to promote a few characters from “The
Animated Series” to the lead roles for “The Animated Voyages”, From Michelle Lampson:
in addition to introducing new faces exclusive to the comic
books.
See An Astronaut’s Daughter Use Cars To Compose A
Jon brings to the series a trivia-master knowledge of Star Message Visible From Space
Trek, entertainment credentials in scriptwriting and producing,
Stephanie, a 13-year-old astronaut’s daughter from Houston,
and years of experience knowing how to deal with tribbles. Texas, who deeply misses her father during his trips to space,
Together, Jon and his wife Leah have watched every hour of
wanted to send a message
Star Trek which has been made, including “The Animated
he’d never forget. Her dad,
Series”, an amount of knowledge which should be present to
whose name was not
readers of “The Animated Voyages”.
released, is spending much of
http://www.jonmarkiewitz.com/startrektav/
h i s t i m e a bo a r d th e
International Space Station.
Starlog
Hyundai had an idea. Using
Started in 1976 by
a dry lake as large as a city
Kerry
O’Quinn
and and some extra spiky tires bolted to 11 of its Genesis sedans,
Norman Jacobs, Starlog perhaps it would be possible to write a note to her father that
paved the way for is visible from space.
modern coverage of the https://www.yahoo.com/autos/see-an-astronauts-daughter-use
sci-fi world. Offering the first looks to the fantastic in cinema, -cars-to-compose-a-116398297787.html
television and video game consoles, Starlog ruled the science
fiction fanzine world for over 30 years. However, in 2009,
Starlog went into radio silence, with its future remaining From Sarah Bolick:
unsure.
But as all sci-fi fans know, nothing ever truly dies in the Dyslexie Font
realm of the incredible. So now, after five years of dormancy,
The typeface Dyslexie is a
Starlog is returning with a new look, new sensibility and a new revolutionary font, designed to
perspective on our ever-changing zeitgeist. Thanks to Fangoria simplify life for those who have
President Tom DeFeo, Fangoria Editor-in-Chief Chris Alexander, dyslexia. With a heavy base line,
and Starlog Web Editor Ken W. Hanley, Starlog lives again to alternating stick/tail lengths,
usher in the brand for a new generation as well as those who larger-than-normal openings, and a semi-cursive slant, the
grew up loving the magazine.
dyslexia font ensures that each character has a unique form.
Starlog has begun again, first as a website, and later to grow
The Dyslexie font is primarily a functional font, but the
as a full-fledged online publication. They invite us to watch importance of aesthetics has also been taken into account. The
them develop and mature as they provide exclusive columns, Dyslexie font is therefore the perfect combination of form and
interviews, and more, all the while keeping an eye on the past, function: optimal reading comfort with a great look.
present, and future.
When reading a text in the Dyslexie font, people with
http://www.starlog.com/
dyslexia have a lot less trouble and fewer errors are made.
Steadily, the font Dyslexie has acquired a large number of
“Star Trek: Captain Pike”
enthusiastic users, both private and business. Reading is faster,
Yes, another Star Trek fan easier, and above all, more enjoyable.
production!
http://www.dyslexiefont.com/en/
“Star Trek: Captain Pike” will
be a 45-minute “pilot” film
that will lead into, and act as a
primer for, a feature-length
production to be called “Star
Trek: Encounter at Rigel”. The
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Mission Docket
Upcoming Events

14 June 2015 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “Trek Fan Films Roundup”: Some of the latest news from the world
of Star Trek fan productions. Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: RADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu
20 June 2015 – U.S.S. Avenger 30th Anniversary Party
Omega Diner and Café, 1337 Route 1, North Brunswick, NJ, 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM
In 2015, the U.S.S. Avenger will celebrate its Diamond Anniversary. Yes, 30 years of fun, friendship, and fandom as an active
STARFLEET chapter. We cordially invite you to share the celebration at the U.S.S. Avenger’s 30th Anniversary Party. We look
forward to having you join us for a memorable evening of fine food and wonderful entertainment as
the Avenger celebrates this milestone!
The event will feature a hot and cold buffet with plenty of variety! The menu includes:
Salad choices:
* Salad Bowl
* Potato Salad
* Coleslaw
Entrée choices:
* Penne Vodka Pasta
* Chicken Parmigiana
* Beef Burgundy
* Tilapia Florentine
Soda, coffee, tea, cake, and ice cream are included.
Please RSVP with check or money order no later than Monday, 1 June 2015. You can pay at a meeting, or send payment to:

U.S.S. Avenger

Judy Waidlich
331 Academy Terrace, Apt. 17
Linden, NJ 07036-5695
Event Cost: $25.00 Per Person
Event Location Website: http://www.omegadiner.com
Event Coordinator: RADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu
11 July 2015 – Warren County Fantasy/Sci-Fi Day
Arcana Toys, Games, and Hobbies, 47 East Washington Ave, Washington, NJ
Free event. Come dressed in costume. The event will include fantasy/sci-fi authors, visual
artists, jewelry crafters, gamers, cosplayers, costume groups, LARPS, fans, and enthusiasts.
Event Website: http://arcanatoys.webs.com/special-events
12 July 2015 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “3-D CGI Ship Rendering”: The technology, and the art, of creating
three-dimensional digital starship imagery. Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: RADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu
18 July 2015 – U.S.S. Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum
Pier 86, 12th Avenue and 46th Street, New York, NY
Featuring the Hubble @ 25 exhibit! Commemorating the 25th anniversary of the launch of
the Hubble Space Telescope, this exhibition showcases the history of the telescope and its
unparalleled scientific achievements through original artifacts, stellar photographs, Hubbleproduced images, and immersive environments. The exhibition is co-curated by Eric Boehm, curator of aviation, and Michael J.
Massimino, former NASA astronaut and senior advisor of space programs at the Intrepid Museum.
Event Cost: General Admission Tickets, including the Space Shuttle Pavilion, cost as follows: Adult - $31.00; Seniors (62+) $27.00; College Students (w/valid ID) - $27.00; Veterans - $24.00; Youth (7-17) - $24.00; Child (3-6) - $17.00; Child under (3) Free
Also, plan on having something to eat, likely in the City.
Event Website: http://www.intrepidmuseum.org/
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2 August 2015 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “Star Trek Stories - Light or Dark? A Discussion of Storytelling in the
Star Trek”. Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: VADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu
7-9 August 2015 – Shore Leave 37
The Hunt Valley Inn, 245 Shawan Road, Hunt Valley, MD
Shore Leave is one of the premiere fan-run conventions on the East Coast. It has
guests, panels, gaming, a Meet-the-Pros night, and much more! Guests include
John (Jack Harkness) Barrowman, Jaime (Stahma Tarr) Murray, Tony (Datak
Tarr) Curran, Jesse (Alak Tarr) Rath, Rekha (Torey Foster) Sharma, David (Radek Zelenka) Nykl, Daniel (Moriarty) Davis, Aaron
(Steve Jinks) Ashmore, and a wide variety of scientists, authors, and editors.
Event Cost:
Weekend: $99 (Register in advance for $90); Active Military receives a $10 Discount (ID required)0
Friday Only: $40
Saturday Only: $65 (includes Masquerade and Ten-Forward)
Saturday Evening Only: $15 - For admission to Masquerade (viewing attendance) and Ten Forward only. To participate in the
Masquerade you must have at least a full Saturday membership.
Sunday Only: $45
Teen (13-17): $55 ; Youth (5-12): $20
Children (under 5): Free with paying adult
Hotel Rooms are $131/night at the convention rate. (Please note that the convention room block is sold out, so if you haven’t
reserved a room already at the Hunt valley Inn, you’ll need to look for alternatives.)
Event Website: http://www.shore-leave.com/
21-23 August 2015 – 2015 STARFLEET International Conference
Sheraton at the Falls, 300 Third Street, Niagara Falls, NY
IC2015 will be taking place in Niagara Falls, New York, at the Conference and Event Center Niagara
Falls, just three short blocks away from the Rainbow Bridge and the longest undefended border between
two friendly nation on our world.
Why did we choose Niagara Falls? Niagara Falls is known as “The Honeymoon Capital of the World”.
For over 200 years, honeymooners (and second-honeymooners) have been making their way to Niagara
Falls. The Falls are among the most scenic, mesmerizing, and romantic attraction in the world, with one
of the falls named “The Bridal Veil Falls” in honor of all of the honeymooners who continue to come year
after year to the beautiful twin cities.
An International Conference isn’t just about the Executive Committee and Admiralty Board getting together to do business. It’s
not just about giving out awards and promotions, even though those are really nice things. It’s also about getting together with
other members of STARFLEET to talk about why we’re members of the fan club to begin with… Star Trek.
There are a lot of fantastic attractions and places to dine in Niagara Falls, from Planet Hollywood, The Hard Rock Cafe, the
Skylon Tower, including three casinos in the area with The Seneca Niagara Casino, Casino Niagara, and The Fallsview Casino. We
hope that you’ll join us for the 2015 STARFLEET International Conference in Niagara Falls, where you’ll have a chance to fall in
love with STARFLEET all over again!
Event Cost:
IC 2015 Membership: $45.00 + $2.12 Processing Fee
Friday Evening Marine Mess: $45.36 + $2.12 Processing Fee
Saturday Burger Bar Buffet: $21.97 + $1.54 Processing Fee
Saturday Evening Banquet: $45.36 + $2.12 Processing Fee
Event Website: http://ic2015.com/
13 September 2015 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “Star Trek: Seekers – An Update on the Newest Star Trek Novel
Series”. Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: VADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu
NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can make
the proper arrangements. Thanks!
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331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17
Linden, NJ 07036-5695

U.S.S. Avenger

The Next Meeting of the U.S.S. Avenger will be:

Sunday, July 12, 2015
2:00 PM

North Brunswick Public Library
880 Hermann Road
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org
Avenger News 151 Deadline: July 20, 2015
Please send all submissions to Alex Rosenzweig
alexr1860@optimum.net

