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Meanwhile, Back on the
Bridge
BY JUDY WAIDLICH

Happy New Year! With this new year comes a change in
command. As you can see, much has happened since the last
newsletter. We have plenty going on.
The December meeting was also our Holiday Party and much
happened on both fronts. We were able to determine meeting
topics for 2015, and we enjoyed the hospitality of the Van
Houtens. Thanks to Norm for opening his home once again!
Thanks go out to his lovely wife, Rita, for feeding us; to Wendy
Bell for providing holiday music; and to Brenda Bell both for
culinary talents and setting us upon a challenge after the
meeting part had ended. Brenda had picked up a metallic
Enterprise model that needed assembly. Soon it became “How
many Avengers does it take to build a starship?”
We had promotions in both December and January: Andrew
Taylor to Ensign First Class and Susie Choi to Lieutenant J.G.
Congratulations to both!
Since the start of the year, I’ve been transitioning back to the
center seat. The easy part was the first meeting. Challenges
with making the appropriate changes to the fleet database
were proving daunting, but they were overcome. (Okay, I got
the CompOps Chief to beat the database into submission.)
In case you’ve lost count, the U.S.S. Avenger is turning 30
later this year. To commemorate the event, we are having a
party. Hopefully the invitation is in your hands or posted in a
place of honor. We have a place and a menu, we’ve rolled out
a logo contest, and we’ve created and sent out the invitations.
We’re continuing, though, to make sure that this will be an
enjoyable time for all. We decided upon the Omega Diner for
the venue so we can have good food at a cost that hopefully
will be affordable for many of you ($25.00 per person).
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We’ve also been planning events – mostly movies so far
(“Blackhat”, “Seventh Son”, and “Jupiter Ascending” so far). We
are looking at obtaining a table at the Somerset Patriots’
ComicCon in June. We have award nominations to prepare for
the Region 7 and Fleet awards (if you have a suggestion for
who to nominate, pass them on through your division chief or
directly to Alex or myself).
Please feel free to join us or suggest things we can do. Also
you must come out and have a good time at our Anniversary
Party!
Meanwhile, my cats are continuing to branch out with new
talents. Kira has become a bit of an engineer, redesigning her
cat toys to get a better rolling one – why did it have feathers,
anyway? It didn’t roll properly. Phantom has been a bad patient
and not taking his medication; I was getting more on him than
in him. He kind of oozed it back out, looking a bit rabid at that.
We have programs later this year on Star Trek fan films. At
this time, we are halfway or more through the “Star Trek
Continues” Kickstarter. “Axanar” plans on having one early this
spring. “Starship Farragut” has finished principal shooting on
the episode for which they’ve raised funds. And... There’s much
more than I can keep up with!
I’ve also been busy with the Academy. The Vulcan Academy
of Sciences is going to be revamped, so I am working to get
that rolled out.
So come out and have fun with us this year!

Rear Admiral Judy
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Executive Thoughts
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG

Greetings, all!
Welcome to my first column of 2015! This time last year, I
was predicting that 2014 was going to be a huge year for Star
Trek, and I’m predicting now that 2015 will be even bigger.
Now, some of that is because projects that were expected to
be released in 2014 didn’t quite make it, and now are expected
in 2015 instead. In some cases it’s because, since they’re being
produced by volunteers who have day jobs, it’s just taken
longer than hoped to complete the projects. In other cases, it’s
because public response has been so huge that the folks in
charge have been able to retool and make the productions
even bigger than originally planned. “Axanar” is one example.
That project’s crowdfunding has been gigantic, and the result is
that the film will now be larger and more impressive than
planned. And, of course, the lead-in short, “Prelude to Axanar”,
has been wowing audiences around the world.
Along with “Axanar”, we still are looking forward to
“Renegades”, “Star Trek: Phase II” episodes, “Star Trek
Continues” episodes, and so on, and so on. In many ways, the
fan/independent Star Trek productions truly are the fanzines of
the 21st Century, and it’s great to see so much hard work and
creativity going into them.
Of course, we’ll also have a wide array of novels (in both
hard copy and electronic formats) and comic books/graphic
novels, and it looks like the fine storytelling we’ve been seeing
over the past few years will indeed continue. It does seem like
almost an embarrassment of riches!

the Avenger has been fortunate to have escaped that trap, but
as we approach that 30th anniversary, I do want to emphasize
that we still do, and will continue to, need interested and
involved members. Without all of you, there’s no organization,
and each and every one of you are what has made it special for
the last three decades, and who continue to make it special
now.
Of course, because it’s one of the “big” anniversaries (that is,
the five-year increments), we’re gonna be having a party! By
now you’ll have received an invitation, whether physical or
digital or both, but either way, be assured, we’re looking
forward to a truly enjoyable evening. We hope you’ll plan to
join us.
By the way, a quick lookup indicates that the 30th
Anniversary is Pearl (just as the 25th is Silver and the 50th is
Gold). Just sayin’.

I’m actually going to cut this a little short. After all, there’ s a
whole lot else to check out this issue, and I hope you’ll enjoy it!
As always, though, I and the rest of the Command Staff would
love to hear your feedback, whether about the newsletter, the
club, or its activities. Above all—and I know I say this every
issue—please don’t hesitate in letting us know if you’d like to
try out an event or activity. Ideas are always good, and people
willing to help make things happen are even better! It’s all well
and good for me, or Judy, or the Command Staff, to come up
with what WE want to do, but this should be about more than
just us. It should be cool for all of us together, for as many
members as we can get interested or excited, or enthused, or
In the midst of all this, our fine chapter is also looking whichever word is best. Above all, we want things to be fun!
forward to an exciting 2015. Most of you have read, or heard,
that this is our 30th Anniversary year! It’s hard to believe that
And that’s it from me for now! Enjoy the rest of this issue of
we’ve been here for the past three decades. A very few of us Avenger News! Have fun, and don’t forget “Mission Docket” for
have been here since the beginning, but equally, the group has neat upcoming events. Take care, and ‘til next time…
endured because people who have joined us in the years since
have also continued to support the organization. That’s the key Ad Astra!
thing, of course: an organization like Avenger doesn’t survive
without committed folks willing to be a part of it. We’ve seen all Alex
too many examples of groups whose members get tired, or
distracted, or just otherwise committed, and after a short time, ADM Alex Rosenzweig
there’s not enough interest left to keep the group alive. So far,

IMAGE GALLERY

“Starship”, by archangel72367 (from DeviantArt)
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
AVENGER NEWS #148— FEBRUARY 2015

“Drydock”, by Dru Blair
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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Where the Sphere is Round Science in Everyday Language
BY MICHELLE LAMPSON,

WITH

SARAH BOLICK

[Ed. Note: CMDR Michelle Lampson has recently assumed the the newsletter about an interesting scientific topic. It may be a
post of Assistant Chief Science Officer.]
discussion of a recent scientific development or discovery, an
explanation of a scientific oddity, a review of important
Greetings to all who read this report!
scientific contributions by a particular historical figure, or a
The Sciences Division has not been visibly active this past scientific take on an activity commonly pursued by the Avenger
month, but that doesn't mean nothing is going on! Sarah and I membership. Whatever it is, we will always try to make it
have spent much of January bringing me up to date on the engaging and interesting.
current state of the Division and determining what my duties as
Sarah and I will also be developing an “Odd Experiments You
Assistant Chief are going to be. We also talked about ways to Can Do At Home” series. In this series, Sarah will use live video
maintain contact with distant division members and chat to talk about how to perform scientific experiments that
brainstormed activities we could do as a division on a monthly most people would never imagine you could do safely and
basis.
easily in your own home. This series may take a month or so to
Out of these discussions came the realization that Sarah and develop, but I am sure it will be worth the wait!
I are each suited to different tasks. Sarah is great at engaging
Our final decision this month was to commit to having an
people verbally and explaining science topics using official general meeting of all division members at least once
conversation, while my talents are more in the direction of per month. The meetings will occur via voice chat until I have
written articles and reports. Sarah has therefore assigned me obtained computer hardware sufficiently advanced enough to
the duty of coordinating all of the Division’s written materials, handle Skype video without risking spontaneous combustion. :)
including creating a standard “Welcome to the Division” packet.
Sciences is always willing to assist any of our crewmates and
Starting in February, Sciences will be submitting an article to other divisions. Just ask – we stand ready and able to serve!

Roster Update
Welcome Back--Thanks for Renewing
1) Commander August Ciufo
2) Lt. Commander Tim Drude

Changes and Revisions—Where Are They Now?
1) Lieutenant J.G. Susie Choi should now be listed as a
Scientist (Life Sciences).
2) Lieutenant Patrick Hebert should now be listed as a
Scientist.
3) Commander Michelle Lampson should now be listed as
Assistant Chief Science Officer.

Promotions—Congratulations!
1) Ensign Andrew Taylor to Ensign 1st Class
2) Ensign 1st Class Susie Choi to Lieutenant J.G.

MEMBERSHIP ALLEY
INDIVIDUAL U.S.S. AVENGER RENEWAL $10.00
(Family Memberships $12.50)

FOR STARFLEET

MEMBERS,

AVENGER

MEMBERSHIP IS

FREE!

Your subscription lasts for six issues. With any luck and a lot of good will, they will be delivered in PDF format to a registered
forum online. Free Adobe Reader downloads available on the web - for a printed copy of your newsletter, just hit PRINT! But if
you want us to mail them to ya’ anyhow, please add $5.00.
Make out check or money order payable to USS Avenger.
331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17, Linden, NJ 07036-5695
You can also renew at any ship meeting for your stamp-saving budget
Join the International fun of STARFLEET at www.sfi.org $10.00 gets you four electronic issues of the Communiqué (and $20.00
gets you four hard copy issues) and access to the many fun programs STARFLEET offers. It also means that your next renewal
with the Avenger is FREE!
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Reporting From Sickbay
BY JASON BLACKSTONE

Greetings from Sickbay! As a reminder, please take all cases at the Omega Diner at 1337 Route 1, North Brunswick, NJ, from
of the flu to Nurse Chapel!
6 PM to 10 PM.
This year is the Avenger’s 30th Anniversary. The Avenger's
Meanwhile, though, this is the season for wipeouts, crashes,
30th Anniversary Party will be held on Saturday, June 20, 2015 and falls. Be careful out there on the icy roads and walkways!

Engineering Division Report
BY MATTHEW J. RIELLY

The division is continuing to gear up for the new year ahead,
for activities including the February ship meeting and other
events at both the local and regional level. Division members
are being reminded to look forward to the Avenger’s 30thAnniversary celebration, which will take place later this year.
The menu appears to be shaping up nicely, as we keep an eye
out for other preparation details to attend to.
In terms of conventions coming up so far this season,
Farpoint is first and foremost. It will be held the weekend of
Friday, February 13th through Sunday the 15th at the North
Baltimore Plaza Hotel.
Looking ahead to March, division members are being invited
to the U.S.S. Challenger’s annual Intergalactic Food Fest
potluck luncheon to be held on Sunday, March 1st. Unless we
hear otherwise, it is expected to take place that day at the
Seaside Heights Community Center in Seaside Heights, NJ.

Although it is not mandatory, guests are being encouraged to
make and bring a dish with a Star Trek-themed recipe if they
can. It will be a good opportunity, as in the past, for division
and ship members to swap stories with other STARFLEETers
and to check out samples of other folks’ cooking.
The division is also being apprised of other potential activities
to come up in later weeks and months, including an idea or two
currently being kicked around. Looking ahead to summer,
reminders are also being circulated to division members for
Shore Leave, the major summertime convention to take place
in the Baltimore area from Friday, August 7th through Sunday
the 9th. It will be at the Wyndham Hunt Valley Inn in Hunt
Valley, MD. Convention and hotel reservation is still open. For
details, members can check with any of the command staff or
go online at www.shoreleave.com.

IMAGE GALLERY

“Everybody Needs Minions”, Courtesy of “Axanar”
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]

Communications Division Report
BY JENNIFER LYNCH

I wish to apologize to all in my division for the lack of
communications from me. I am still trying to find the balance
between running my business and taking care of my personal
stuff. Not to mention, this weather is causing problems on all
fronts.
AVENGER NEWS #148— FEBRUARY 2015

I look forward to seeing everyone at all future events.
Please stay safe and in touch.
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U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG

This column, in accordance with the Avenger Officer’s
Manual, is “a regular report of crew activities, in the form of a
column in Avenger News or as a separate mailing. It started
out with the idea of being a roundup of divisional activities, but
is being retooled into a more general summary of chapter
events and highlights. As such, if there’s something you’d like
to share with the group—an idea, a suggestion, a personal
milestone, etc.—feel free to let me know and it can get
included. “SitRep” is a term used typically by the military or
other government groups. It’s an abbreviation for “Situation
Report”, a report given to both senior officers and subordinate
staff to make sure that, put simply, they know what’s going on.
And that’s what we do here.

Medical:

Onward...

CMDR Norm Van Houten reports that, aside from his
own ongoing assistance in getting the newsletter mailed
out to those receiving it in hard copy (thanks, Norm!),
Operations has remains quiet. OpsDiv members, don’t
forget to say hi to Norm from time to time! Norm also reports
that the donated toys for Toys For Tots were delivered to the
USMC with our compliments. Norm will be dealing with some
personal matters over the next month or two, so please bear
with him. Our thoughts are also with him as he deals with
these matters.

DIVISIONS:
Command:

LCDR Jason Blackstone has reported that he has
received no responses to his missives to the division.
We’ve learned recently that several members of MedDiv
have not been receiving those missives! The XO’s office
has been investigating, and we are all working on trying to
address this matter. So, MedDiv members! Jason’s been trying
to reach you. Please send him a note back and say hi. Also,
let’s be sure that Jason has correct e-mail addresses for
everyone. Thanks!

Operations:

The change of command went smoothly, and RADM
Judy Waidlich has returned to the center seat of the
Avenger. The last remaining bits of paperwork are minor
sorting out of bank account-related items, but nothing
that is preventing financial transactions from taking place. Judy
is also coordinating the 30th Anniversary Party, with some help Engineering:
from the rest of the Command Staff, and is continuing to fulfill
CAPT Matt Rielly has continued to update division
the duties of Second Officer.
members regarding details on future activities, events,
The XO's office has continued to focus on activityand other significant goings-on as more information is
shepherding and newsletter work. The biggest challenge
made available.
remains getting members to participate, as well as to
encourage others to bring ideas to the table. ADM Alex was
investigating a division-related communications issue, and Communications:
hopes to assist both the chief and the members in overcoming
The Communications Division has been mostly quiet,
that problem. He also has been helping with the 30th
though LCDR Jennifer Lynch has continued her attempts
Anniversary Party, and has been working on Avenger News. AN
to communicate with the members of the
#147 was released on schedule, but AN 148 has slipped a bit,
Communications Division. She’d really love to hear back
though not as seriously as 146 did. ADM Alex also continues to
from her members, so say hi!
serve as Press Officer and Fiction Coordinator.

Sciences:

Security:

COL Amber Stronach has been dealing with some
Working together, CMDR Sarah Bolick and CMDR
personal matters, too, but hopes to be in touch more
Michelle Lampson have been developing some new
regularly with the members of SecDiv. Amber has also
plans for the division. A big change was CMDR Michelle
assumed the post of OIC for our Marine Strike Group,
succeeding Patrick Hebert as Assistant Chief Science
Officer. She will be handling most of the written tasks of the and has been passing along information to the members.
division leadership, while Sarah focuses on spoken-word
activities and communications. Some of the results of this new
partnership can be seen in the pages of this issue of Avenger
GENERAL:
News! As you’ll read, there are lots of plans, but to make things
work, we really need for the members to support Sarah and
Activity-wise, we continue to keep the Avenger’s schedule
Michelle. So talk to them and give feedback on the new ideas
reasonably full, though not so packed that there isn’t some
they’ll be throwing your way!
down-time. We’re also continuing to try to keep up the variety
of options. Attendance has remained a problem, so we’re still
looking to see what approaches might help that improve. This
is something we hope that all of you will help with.
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U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep
Our recent activities have included, in addition to the 20 December 2014 – Group Viewing of “The Hobbit: The
meetings:
Battle of the Five Armies”
Although attendance
 Group Viewing of “The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five was very low, those who
went to see this film
Armies”
 Anniversary Party Planning and “Blackhat” Group Viewing agreed, it was a lot of
fun. Even where it
strayed from the book, it
Looking ahead, we see activities including:
did hold the viewer’s
 More Video/Movie Days
attention,
and
the
 More Group Trips to Film Releases (e.g., “Jupiter
somewhat
shorter
Ascending” and “Kingsman”)
running time from that
 Additional Skype Chats
which Peter Jackson is most famous left us feeling that there
 A possible trip to the Intrepid Museum and Shuttle was less extraneous fluff stuffed in just because he could. The
Enterprise
conclusion was a bit bittersweet, not so much because of the
 A trip to the “Lego: The Art of the Brick” exhibition.
story so much as the realization that this might be the final
 A non-holiday trip to Peddler’s Village.
time we explore Middle Earth through the artistry of Peter
Jackson.
Following the movie, we moved down the road to our usual
We’re always looking for suggestions from folks for films
you’d like to see as a group. Feel free to share your suggestions haunt, the Omega Diner, for lunch and further discussion.
We had a good time, though of course it probably would
on the Avenger’s mailing list, in our Facebook group, or even by
contacting any member of the Command Staff. We’ll be heavily have been even more fun with a larger turnout.
relying on your input to determine what films we should see (ADM Alex Rosenzweig)
together as a group.
We’re looking forward to scheduling more video days, and 25 January 2015 – 30th Anniversary Party Planning and
we’re definitely interested in knowing what films/TV shows “Blackhat” Group Viewing
This event also had a light turnout, just RADM Judy and
you’d like to watch together, and also if you’d be willing to
host such an event. (We’ve had some wonderfully generous myself. We met up for lunch and brainstormed regarding
folks host these events in the past, but hopefully we won’t have planning for the Anniversary Party. The biggest challenge, aside
to keep going back to the same people over and over again. If from ensuring attendance, is not making a lot of plans that
we’re not sure we have the people to help execute, so we kept
we can move things around a bit, that’d be welcome.)
things restrained, pending more hands-on
And, as always, if there’s something you’d like to suggest for
involvement. The good news is, we’ll be
an event, don’t hesitate to speak up. We want to hold events
well able to bring you a fine event with
that out members want to attend, but we can only do what
the resources we think we have, and if we
members tell us they’d like. Your input is really important here.
have more help, we’ll be able to do even
As some of you may have seen, we’ve been compiling a large
better!
list of potential activities, which we hope to develop into real
Following lunch and brainstorming, we
events, but your input and support are crucial. The senior staff
shifted north to take in a viewing of
can’t do it alone.
“Blackhat”, which starred Chris “George
Kirk/Thor” Hemsworth as a convicted
Mission Reports:
cyber-criminal who is furloughed to assist
American and Chinese authorities in
This section of the column features short recaps of various
Avenger and STARFLEET events. To make it the best it can be, dealing with a high-level cybercrime network. It was a fun
movie, though dark and quirkily directed at times. Still, it was
though, I need your help. If you’ve been to
worth the watch.
an event, you don’t need to write a whole
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)
long article. Just a paragraph or two would
be great. Send them to me and I’ll include
them here. And if you’ve got pictures you
want to supply, that, too, would be pretty
Special thanks to those who have contributed to this column!
awesome. (By the way, if a lot of folks
It’s really appreciated. We invite anyone who went to an event
contribute for a single activity, it could
and would like to share to also contribute a paragraph or two
always be broken out into a separate article,
to this column! It’s quick and easy, and it’s great to share
and if you want to write a stand-alone
different views of what the club and its members are doing!
piece, don’t let this feature stop you from doing so! It’s not an
either-or proposition, just another way to share.)

AVENGER NEWS #148— FEBRUARY 2015
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From the Belly of the Beast
“Astronaut Wishes and Fireball Dreams
(or, Waiting for Steve Zodiac)”

BY MATTHEW J. RIELLY

Okay. The NASA Space Shuttle program has lapsed into
history with the Apollo program and the Skylab missions. All we
have now are private companies with manned space vehicles to
get us to Earth orbit and back. Otherwise, we are still relying
on Russian Soyuz vehicles to get us to and from the
International Space Station. This is not
quite what folks envisioned around the
time the Soviets launched their first
Sputnik, which coincidentally marked
the 40th anniversary of the Bolshevik
Revolution. Having spent more than
five decades on this big blue marble, I
can remember back to the days when I
fancied myself being an astronaut while
watching the coverage of the Apollo
moon
missions.
Or,
rather
an
astronaut…shall I say “spaceman”? Was
my imagination actually fired up to
reach for the skies even earlier than
that? Having been born at the tail end
of Project Mercury, all I have are vague, fuzzy recollections of it
all.
I witnessed the parade of space heroes. John Glenn. Alan
Shepard. Neil Armstrong. Buzz Aldrin. Tom Stafford. Alexei
Leonov. Yuri Gagarin (though he orbited two years before I
was born). Then again, they may not have been the only role
models for me to look to the stars. Somewhere in my deepest
recollections of good old-fashioned space adventure, even long
before the days I first saw the old Flash Gordon shorts on TV
and had first even heard of Buck Rogers, and way before I read
about H.G. Wells’s tale of a pair of intrepid explorers named
Cavour and Bedford and their fanciful trip to the Moon, I
remember brief glimpses a century
ahead into the future. It was at my
aunt’s house in Haverstraw, New York.
They had the TV on in the living room. I
can vaguely remember my older cousins
watching
typical
Saturday-morning
programs, when the three major
networks used to show cartoons and
shows aimed at the demographic whose
idea of a balanced breakfast invariably
featured Cap’n Crunch as a key
component. In my infantile mind (what
can I say; I was only an infant at the
time…or maybe nearly a toddler), I
could see a splash of images on that small screen. One of them
featured a retro-looking spaceship, almost like the ones Flash
or Buck flew in those 1930s serials. The other featured a
montage of shots of alien planetscapes and moonscapes. In the
background, I first heard these curious lyrics:
I wish I was a spaceman, the fastest guy alive
I’d fly you ‘round the universe in Fireball XL5
Way out in space together, conquerors of the skies
My heart would be a Fireball, a Fireball
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Every time I gazed into your starry eyes
This was my introduction to a space hero whom I would later
come to know as Colonel Steve Zodiac. Through the years, I
would see fleeting references via photo stills and historical
readings in print and online to the
stories of his exploits with three
companions at his side: a not-soabsent-minded professor, a beautiful
blonde doctor of space medicine with a
French accent, and a monotone robot
who resembled something a child of
the 1960s might make with an Erector
set and some clear plastic containers.
But, you might ask yourself, how I can
remember this level of detail if I was
only a babe at the time it first went on
the air? This is why we should thank
the Good Lord Above for giving man
the genius to invent DVDs and release
old TV shows on them. It is through this, maybe the greatest
hard medium since the long-playing record, that I became
reacquainted with the adventures of Zodiac and company in
one of Gerry Anderson’s best-known early TV creations:
“Fireball XL5”.
I ordered the series maybe a day or two after Christmas of
2014. When it finally came to my doorstep, what looked like a
deceptively small package was actually chockablock full of discs
spanning the entire production run of the series. Bear in mind
that the show was filmed in black-and-white, and it was
created at least four years before Captain Kirk would take the
place of Colonel Zodiac, and we would see other flying
luminaries like Rocket J. Squirrel, Roger
Ramjet, and Dodo the Kid from Outer
Space (yes, I am SO dating myself).
Faster than you can say Pinocchio, we
see that our heroes are dangling on
strings. In the tradition of previous
Gerry Anderson works “Four Feather
Falls”, “Torchy the Battery Boy”, and
“Supercar”, we bear witness to the
wonders of Supermarionation.
Although the characters are what
make each half-hour story go, the focus
of the show is its namesake, the Fireball
XL5 spacecraft. It is one of a fleet of
many such ships employed by the World Space Patrol. The XL5,
like the sister ships in its fleet, is launched from a rail similar to
the one used to launch the Space Ark in the movie “When
Worlds Collide”. It sits on a rocket-powered trolley which
resembles an oversized old-time rocket sled. When the XL5
fires its launch engines, it jumps clear of the rail and its launch
trolley as it powers into the sky and out of Earth’s atmosphere.
The design of the ship itself is a sort of throwback. The main
body is basically shaped like a typical ballistic missile like the
ones used in the early 1960s as converted launch vehicles. The
AVENGER NEWS #148— FEBRUARY 2015
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front nosecone has four small stabilizing fins and a cockpit
which resembles that of a Heinkel He-111. This section of the
ship, called Fireball Junior, can separate from the mother ship
in orbit around a planet and function like a
scout ship, able to land on and take off from
a planet. Once its mission is complete, it can
re-dock with the rest of the ship. A single
long tail fin sits atop the fuselage. Below
that, to either side of the craft, are wings
which each hold a thruster pod at their tips.
They also contain other thrusters that allow
the XL5 to decelerate and change course
when necessary. When its mission is done,
the XL5 returns to base and lands vertically
like a Harrier jet.
We mentioned earlier that Steve Zodiac is
the show’s main protagonist. He was
apparently styled to resemble a typical
golden-haired,
square-jawed,
overlyhandsome all-American hero. He is often at
the helm of the XL5. His co-pilot is an
ungainly-looking automaton named Robert
the Robot. He functions as autopilot when
needed. Robert speaks in a slow, monotone,
robotic voice, usually repeating course correction orders and
other instructions given by Zodiac or any of his crew. Robert’s
voice was provided by producer Anderson himself and filtered
through electronic processing. The show’s female lead (and
Zodiac’s love interest) is Dr. Venus. We never hear mention of
a first name for her character; only Venus. She is a blondehaired Frenchwoman who manages to pull more than her
weight using far more than good looks alone. She is wellversed in medicine, psychology, and other scientific disciplines.
Navigating the ship and also contributing to the science in each
story is Professor Matthew Matic, a wiry-haired fellow who
wears thick glasses and is usually found in the XL5’s navigation
bay when they are on patrol or a lengthy mission.
The XL5 is based on an island somewhere in the South
Pacific on Earth. The main community center on this island is
Space City, which is home to the World Space Patrol base at
which the XL5 is housed and from which it’s deployed. Heading
up the operation is Commander Wilbur Zero, a cantankerous
old space veteran who still manages to appreciate the work
that Zodiac and his team accomplish. His right-hand man is
Lieutenant Ninety, a faithful assistant to Commander Zero, if
not always appreciated. Commander Zero lives in Space City
with his wife Eleanor and son Jonathan.
Before Scooby-Doo, Muttley, and other famous animal
sidekicks of the 1960s, there was a creature depicted on
“Fireball XL5” named Zoonie. He is an ape-like creature called a
Lazoon, and is usually seen with Dr. Venus. Zoonie is a good
mimicker of different sounds and voices, though he seems to
have continued issues grasping our language. He is often heard
uttering the phrase “Welcome home”, and has a craving for
Martian Delight (a sweet delicacy probably like Turkish Delight
but more exotic). Zoonie also has an unfortunate tendency
toward mischief and mayhem, and he seems to have a talent
for making Robert the Robot so frazzled that he starts to blow
smoke from the top of his transparent-plastic head. And in case
you thought that Montgomery Scott was the first Scottish space
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engineer on TV, say hello to Jock Campbell, Space City’s chief
engineer.
The show also had some recurring villains. One group of
them was the race of Subterrains from Planet
46. There were also two self-described “space
spies” that were constantly plotting against
the World Space Patrol: Boris and Griselda…
with Boris usually depicted as the lesscompetent of the two.
Some other of the show’s tidbits include
Zodiac and Venus usually perched on a
hovering, cycle-like craft whenever they
surveyed some strange planet…or boarded
the XL5 as shown in the opening title
sequence. These were jetmobiles. Also, you
may notice that the characters would
occasionally
do
spacewalks…WITHOUT
SPACESUITS!!!! Due to budgetary constraints
that prohibited the construction of spacesuits
for each character, the creators of the show
had them take oxygen pills to get around that
problem.
Looking at this today, in a modern 21st
century frame of mind, one might think
“Fireball XL5” to be antiquated and downright cheesy. By
today’s aesthetic and technical standards, it obviously is. But
considering that the show was produced in the era it was, with
the technology that was available, it was actually a bit
impressive in its day. And because the experience proved to be
valuable for Anderson and his production company, the
Supermarionation technology would improve over the
years...along with miniature effects. Having recently screened
the series myself, I’ve realized that compared to the dark
themes common in today’s sci-fi entertainment, “Fireball XL5” is
good old-fashioned space opera. It’s a universe where disaster
is always thwarted at the last second, the good guys win, the
hero gets the girl, kids stand up and cheer, and everyone in the
known universe–human, alien, and even Lazoon–lives happily
ever after.
If anyone were to attempt a reboot of this program, it may
be awkward...let alone expensive...using live actors and actual
sets. The world depicted in “Fireball XL5” may be best served
by computer-generated animation. The characters would look
and move more realistically, the visual effects would be even
more spectacular, and there’s no reason why the good old XL5
cannot be redesigned to be brought in tune with more modern
sensibilities. Maybe then the world can enjoy a nice rousing
yarn that doesn’t involve zombie apocalypses, weather
disasters combined with sea predators, or futuristic gladiatorial
games to promote survival of the fittest. Give a little boy...or
little girl...a chance to dream, to be wowed at the sight of sleek
spaceships, exotic aliens, and characters that exude all the
virtues and goodness of every DC and Marvel superhero
combined. Let every child see a potentially bright future where
they could very well become the fastest guy...or girl...alive.
######
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Logical Creativity—
The Science Behind the Art of
Costume Design
BY MICHELLE LAMPSON

Science and art are often viewed as polar opposites, mutually
exclusive of each other. If something is scientific, it’s seen as
logical and deliberate...while something artistic is viewed as
spontaneous and creative. Personally, I believe that science
and art go hand-in-hand, that each is not complete without the
other. One way I can explain this belief is to describe my
approach to costume design.
First, a bit of background. I have no formal training in
costume design, tailoring, or even basic sewing. Everything I
know I either learned from watching my mother when I was a
child or have taught myself. Despite this lack of structured
education, I've been designing costumes and other special
outfits for friends and online acquaintances on a semi-regular
basis for more than 20 years. During that time, I've done
everything from unique shawls with hand-tied fringe edges to
medieval gowns to men's outfits to Monster Maroons. I've done
wedding dresses, flower girl dresses, wedding saris, and Matrixstyle duster coats for a couple of groomsmen. Every Halloween,
my 12-year-old daughter asks for a different “princess dress”.
In 2014, it was Elsa from “Frozen”. Previous years included
Cinderella, the Red Queen (from Alice in Wonderland), and a
“princess bride fairy vampire” dress.
Right now, my main project is designing an outfit for Sarah
Bolick, our Chief of Sciences, to wear at Shore Leave. I’m going
to describe my design process and point out where I am using
science to shape art... and where I use art to shape science. :)
When Sarah asked me to make her Shore Leave outfit, a
whole slew of questions ran through my head. There were four
main aspects to consider:
1) The outfit needs to reflect the personality of Sarah's
character in the Avenger’s fictional universe.
2) Sarah is in the process of losing weight after gastric
bypass surgery. She needs an outfit that will still fit her
properly even if she is no longer the same size as when I
measured her.
3) She needs to be able to wear the outfit comfortably in a
variety of environments and social situations.
4) She needs to be able to easily care for the outfit.
Each of these aspects helps define the specific details of her
outfit. Each has equal weight in the process.
Aspect 1 – Character Personality
I firmly believe that all clothing reflects two concepts - the
individual's personality and the personality of the culture (or
cultures) in which they were raised or are currently living.
Throughout human history, clothing has never been just about
function; a shapeless fur covering will keep your body warm
just as well as one that is beautifully sewn and decorated. Even
today, clothing is still one of the primary ways to display one's
wealth, cultural connections, moral/religious views, and social
status. To design an appropriate outfit for Sarah, I need to
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apply principles from two sciences, cultural anthropology and
psychology.
So I asked Sarah about her character. She told me the
character is a Betazoid who lived with her biological parents on
Vulcan. At a very early age, both her parents were killed and
she was raised on Vulcan by Vulcan parents. Her education and
upbringing were entirely in accordance with traditional Vulcan
methods. In the current time, her character is just now starting
to break out of her Vulcan shell by exploring what it means to
be a Betazoid.
Now, as we all likely know, both Vulcans and Betazoids have
a very strong cultural identity that is expressed by what they
chose to wear when they are not in Star Fleet-issue uniforms.
Each identity is reflective of the very different ways each
species has of dealing with emotions. Both species have a
strong telepathic ability and strong emotions. The Vulcans
chose to suppress both their emotions and their telepathy to as
a way to prevent strong emotions from developing into violent
actions. They walled themselves off from each other, choosing
to share deep emotions with each other only through highly
ritualized means. For a Vulcan, everything is logical, even the
expression of love.
The Betazoids are completely different. Instead of logic, they
embrace creativity and openness. Their innate telepathy is used
to share feelings openly in a spirit of understanding and caring.
They are spontaneous and passionate. For a Betazoid,
everything is artistic and creative.
Sarah’s design needs to fuse these two opposing cultures
into a single outfit that reflects both while at the same time
remaining attractive and natural for Sarah to wear. To do that,
I needed to delve deeper into the psychology of Sarah's
character.
I asked Sarah specific questions that made her think about
what her character might be feeling as she begins to rediscover
her Betazoid culture. Is she mad at her Vulcan foster parents
for denying her the culture of her birth? Or is she grateful for
their training? What prompted her to start exploring Betazoid
culture in the first place? How many of her views are Betazoid
in nature and how many are Vulcan? Is she mostly Betazoid
with a veneer of Vulcan respectability? Or is her natural
behavior primarily that of a Vulcan that occasionally allows her
Betazoid side to show? How much did traditional Vulcan
training affect her telepathic abilities?
All of these questions give me insights into how her character
might choose to dress when not in uniform. For example, if she
is mostly Vulcan in her mindset, her clothing choices would
likely closely resemble traditional Vulcan costuming. If she is
mostly Betazoid, then her clothing would reflect that culture
instead.
After talking with Sarah, I determined that the outfit’s basic
lines should be primarily Vulcan, with subtle changes like a
slightly lower neckline or a closer fit in the bust and hip to
indicate a departure from Vulcan norms. Most of the more
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obvious signs of Betazoid influences are going to be in the
details, such as brighter fabric colors and creative trims.
The sciences of cultural anthropology and psychology are my
guide to the basic design. Creative talent is then applied to
figure out the exact details of what works and what doesn't.

neckline, and falling to just above the ankles. The final layer
would be a second, more formal hooded robe with long
sleeves, intricate embroidery, and falling to the floor. Sarah
would wear all three layers for formal occasions, remove the
outer robe for the majority of the event, and go to the pool for
fun and relaxation in just the wrapped tunic top and pants over
Aspect 2 – Fit Adaptability
her swimsuit. This allows her to stay in character no matter
what she might be doing. It also allows her to adjust the layers
Over the past 6 months, Sarah has gone through a lot of to accommodate any temperature differences.
physical changes related to her weight, and will continue to do
so between now and August. I need to give myself at least a Aspect 4 – Ease of Care
month's time to properly construct her outfit. During that time,
Sarah's measurements will likely change, possibly significantly.
No one wants to worry that his or her outfit is going to be
It is essential that I design an outfit that can be worn by Sarah ruined by a single spill of food, drink, or anything else you
even if she is a size or two different from when I first measured might accidentally encounter at a convention. To deal with this
her. To do this, I call upon my scientific knowledge of body aspect, I drew mainly on my scientific knowledge of fabrics and
shapes and how they relate to clothing design.
fibers, as well as a bit about the environmental conditions
Sarah’s outfit needs to have a slightly loose fit while at the Sarah might expect at the convention.
same time giving her a way to adjust certain areas so that they
Many times, finding a fabric that is both easy to wear and
fit closely to her body, no matter what her current size. Sarah’s easy to care for can be very difficult. Most synthetic fabrics are
body proportions and shape already lend themselves to this easy to care for and resist stains. Unfortunately, synthetics
type of style. Even better, while the Vulcan clothing style is usually lack breathability, i.e., they resist the natural flow of air
quite structured, it generally consists of robe-type garments in and out of the fabric while it is being worn. Natural fabrics
that could be made to fit a variety of body sizes and types. “breathe” - they allow air to flow in and out of the fabric,
Creative use of sashes, ties, and fasteners will allow Sarah to keeping the wearer cool and dry when its warm. On the flip
adjust the outfit to her body as needed.
side, natural fabrics are generally not nearly as resistant to
stains or as easy to care for as synthetics.
Aspect 3 – Wearability
For an indoor event such as Shore Leave where one is likely
be in mostly air-conditioned environments, breathability is not
Sarah wants to enjoy Shore Leave in comfort. She does not quite as critical as being easy to care for. So a compromise is
want to have to fuss with her costume every few minutes, nor reached by selecting a fabric that is a blend of synthetic and
does she want it to be so uncomfortable she can’t stand natural fibers and can therefore exhibit a decent level of
wearing it for more than half an hour. Her outfit also needs to breathability while remaining easy to care for.
be adaptable to different social situations, everything from a
So what about creativity? Where does that enter into this
formal dinner or meeting to a casual break at the hotel pool. process? For me, the creativity is always there. Science and
She wants to be able to remain “in character” as much as logic provide the guide. Creativity determines how that guide
possible.
actually gets expressed in the final outfit. When I choose a
To achieve this, I had to delve into the ergonomics of color for the wrapped tunic top, that's creativity talking. When I
clothing design. Obviously, a single outfit is not going to work determine the best set of Vulcan embroidery patterns to stitch
for all situations. But a four-piece, three-layer outfit would do on the formal robe, that's creativity combined with research.
quite nicely. :)
The result of this fusion of science and creativity will be a set
The innermost layer would consist of two pieces - a wrapped of garments that uniquely reflects the personality of both Sarah
tunic top with short sleeves, cut somewhat low and falling to and the fictional character she is portraying. It’s one of a kind,
just past the hips, and a loose pair of pants, gathered at the as all of my creations are. I design for each individual,
waist and falling to somewhere around mid-calf. The next layer according to their needs. To do otherwise would not be logical.
would be a wrapped robe with ¾-length sleeves, a higher ;)

IMAGE GALLERY

“U.S.S. Balmung”, by Dan Uyeno
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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STARFLEET and Region 7 News
STARFLEET News:
** Executive Committee News:
- CAPT Michael Garcia, after some consideration, applied,
and has been appointed, to be Chief
of
Communications.
** Admiralty Board Updates:
- FCAPT Ryan Case has been elected as the next Region 2
Regional Coordinator.
** STARFLEET Operations has announced
the commissioning of the following
chapter:
- U.S.S. Alaster , NCC-1836, based in
Newark, DE, Region 7, CAPT Andrew
Carlson, Commanding
** STARFLEET Shakedown Operations has announced the
launching of the following chapters:
- U.S.S. Gallifrey, NX-4744391, based in Longs, SC, Region
1, CMDR Katie Staples, Commanding
- U.S.S. Pharaoh, NX-82909, based in Eastbourne, East
Sussex, UK, Region 20, CMDR David Burton, Commanding
- U.S.S. Stephen Hawking, NX-8499, based in Long Beach,
CA, Region 4, COL Derek Allen, Commanding

User ID and password is, please contact the STARFLEET
Help Desk)
- Click on the "MEMBER" button on the left side to show the
menu of available member tools
- Click on the "MEMBERSHIP PERK" button.
On this page, you'll see all of STARFLEET's Membership Perks
and their discount codes for you to use!
For more information about STARFLEET's Membership Perks,
please visit: http://perks.sfi.org/
** STARFLEET International Conference News
- IC 2015 will be held in Niagara Falls, NY on 21-23
August 2015, at the Conference & Event Center
Niagara Falls.
- The IC2015 website and registration pages are now
online and ready for you to enjoy! You can find the
website at: http://www.ic2015.com/
Register for IC2015 through EventBrite at: http://
ic2015.eventbrite.com/
Or visit the Facebook page for semi-regular updates about
IC2015 and a video/picture walking tour of Niagara Falls
at: https://www.facebook.com/IC2015
- IC 2015’s charities include the STARFLEET Scholarship
Funds and the IC2015 Space Camp charity fund.
- IC 2016 has been announced. It will be held in Louisville,
KY on 12-14 August 2016, at the Crowne Plaza
Louisville Airport.

** STARFLEET Operations has announced the launching of
the following shuttlecraft:
- Shuttlecraft Pedernales, NCC-100101/01, based in
Region 7 News:
Conroe, TX, Region 3, Aboard U.S.S. Zavala
- Shuttlecraft Black Elk, NCC-100101/02, based in ** 2015 Region 7 Conference News:
Gallatin, TX, Region 3, Aboard U.S.S. Zavala
- The 2015 Regional Conference will be held in Hanover, MD
on 2-4 October 2015.
** The Department of Technical Services (DTS) is seeking
- The conference website is now up, here: https://
talented artists to help execute engineering drawings of
www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-region-7-conferencestarships and space stations. If you’re interested,
registration-15683464665
contact ADM Alex Rosenzweig at shoc-dts@sfi.org or
alexr1860@optimum.net, or by US Post at 980 Linwood ** The U.S.S. Alaster has been commissioned into the 7th
Place North Brunswick, NJ 08902-2267.
Fleet (see above).
** STARFLEET Academy News
- Directorships are open for the following colleges:
Burn Notice (IOIE)
Intelligence on TV (IOIE)
American Law Enforcement on TV (IOLEM)
The Future on Television (IOSFTV)
Sci-Fi Science and Technology (IOSFTV)

** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet
cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com) For further
info, contact Mike Stein at JusticeOC@aol.com or check out
the Region 7 website at http://www.region7.com

** Membership Perks have been established for
STARFLEET members. Here is where to find discount
codes to all of our Membership Perk Partners:
- Surf to the STARFLEET Database at https://db.sfi.org/
- Log on using your database ID (provided to you as part of
your membership packet, but if you don't know what your
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How Many Engineers Does It
Take to Build a Starship?

Activity Review: Metal Earth 3D Metal Model Kits:
U.S.S. Enterprise NCC-1701-D
BY BRENDA BELL
I’ve not had a lot of model-building experience, but I know a
number of our members are superb model
builders, kit bashers, and so on. While on
checkout at the local A.C. Moore, I saw these
little envelopes, about three-and-a-half inches
by about five inches, with Star Trek labeling on
them. On further inspection, I found that these
were stamped and perforated metal sheets
with instructions to create small threedimensional models. At $10 apiece, with a
50%-off coupon, I thought it would be a fun
activity for our annual holiday party at Norm’s.
Six of us worked on the model: Alex Rosenzweig, Matt
Rielly, Andy Taylor, Dan Negron, Judy Waidlich, and myself.
The kit was not supposed to need any tools other than a
tweezer, but we found ourselves in need of metal snips,
hemostats, and a straight pin, which Norm provided. A
large stand magnifier with built-in light would have also
been helpful, but we didn’t have one available.
For all of us, this was our first experience with Metal
Earth models.
The kit contains two sheets of metal, about 3.5 x 4.5 inches,
and a single page of “illustrated instructions”.
The metal is soft enough that the larger pieces can easily
become deformed. Some of this is needed to create the
models’ three-dimensionality. Separating the pieces by hand
caused one of the thinner, longer pieces (the stand
circumference) to break. Using metal snips avoided further
breakage.

Soft metal notwithstanding, when it comes down to the
almost-microscopic tabs and slots that are used to piece the
model together, they are so small that precision tools and
firm hands are needed.
We had some issues following the illustrated instructions.
We had thought the quadrants were supposed to be read
down first, then across. I was surprised that they started
with Piece #11. After some missteps, Judy took a look and
realized that the instructions were designed to
be run top left, top right, lower left, lower right.
We had some issues getting the tabs to stay
in the slots, even after bending them. Perhaps
we should have twisted some of them (shown in
the package illustration) instead.
The model originally didn't want to stand on
its own; we had to bow out the sides of the
sting to shift the center of weight backward
(and the ship facing about 20 degrees upward).
It took us about an hour and a half, working
together, to complete the model. When I got
home to check up the appropriate links for the review, I found
that one of the online vendors of this model, Innovatoys, rated
this model, and all of the Metal Earth Star Trek models, as
“Challenging” – the most difficult of their ratings for Metal Earth
models.
Despite some momentary frustrations, we had a lot of fun
putting the model together, and are considering the idea of
having a more traditional model-kit building activity for some
time in the future.

The Training of a New Hero
BY AMBER STRONACH

Learning how to deal with Boggarts, Ghosts,
and more suspicious of the girl. But not even John
Ghasts, and Witches, as well as other things that
Gregory was prepared for her role in all that is to
belong to the dark, is the job of a spook. But not
come.
everyone can become a spook. Along with a large
Joseph Delaney published The Spook’s
amount of courage and quick thinking, you also
Apprentice back in 2004. It is the first book of
had to have the gift that comes from being a
“The Wardstone Chronicles”, a series of 13 books.
seventh son of a seventh son.
This was a very brave move by Joseph, because
Tom Ward has a destiny to fulfill: to be the
the world was deeply in awe of the Harry Potter
greatest defender against the dark. To become a
series, both in print and on the big screen, and it
spook. His apprenticeship with the county spook,
seemed that there could be no room for another
John Gregory, is about to begin. However, he
series, one so similar yet very different. How
faces a great threat to the county as his training
wrong that was. Of course there is room for
begins. Is it possible for him and his Master to
another powerful series of books, and Joseph
defeat this threat, or will they fall into darkness as
Delaney manages to capture the reader’s curiosity
evil takes control?
at first and then as The Spook’s Apprentice picks up pace,
As Tom learns the life of a spook, he makes a friend, a girl captures the reader’s attention and love for excitement, finally
called Alice. As their friendship grows, the spook becomes more leaving us wanting more.
AVENGER NEWS #148— FEBRUARY 2015
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Star Trek Book News
COMPILED

BY

ALEX ROSENZWEIG

Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek
books…
Available February 2015:
ST: TNG/AVN: Takedown, by John Jackson Miller
When renegade starships wreak
destruction across the quadrant, Captain
Jean-Luc Picard and the crew of the U.S.S.
Enterprise are shocked to discover the
mastermind behind this sudden threat: none
other than Picard’s protégé and friend,
Admiral William T. Riker. The newly minted
admiral is on special assignment aboard the
U.S.S. Aventine, helmed by Captain Ezri
Dax—someone who is no stranger to
breaking Star Fleet regulations. Her starship
is by far the faster vessel...and Riker cannot
yield, even to his former mentor. It’s a battle of tactical geniuses
and a race against time, as Picard struggles to find answers
before the quadrant’s great powers violently plunge into total
war...
Available March 2015:
ST: TOS: Savage Trade, by Tony Daniel
The U.S.S. Enterprise under the command
of Captain James T. Kirk is en route to the
extreme edge of the Alpha Quadrant, and to
a region known as the Vara Nebula. Its
mission: to investigate why science outpost
Zeta Gibraltar is not answering all Federation
hailing messages. When the Enterprise
arrives, a scan shows no life forms in the
science station. Kirk leads a landing party
and quickly discovers the reason for the
strange silence—signs of a violent firefight
are everywhere. Zeta Gibraltar has been
completely raided. Yet there are no bodies and the entire roster
of station personnel is missing…

ST: TOS: Shadow of the Machine (eBook
Novella), by Scott Harrison
After its recent encounter with V’ger, the
U.S.S. Enterprise has returned to dry dock
to finish its refit before commencing its
second five-year mission. The crew has
been granted a two-week period of shore
leave before preparations for their next
voyage begins. Shaken by their encounter
with V’ger, Kirk, Spock, and Sulu travel to
their respective homes and must reflect
upon their lives—now forever changed.
Available April 2015:
ST: ENT: Rise of The Federation: Uncertain Logic, by
Christopher Bennett
Years ago, Jonathan Archer and T’Pol
helped unearth the true writings of Vulcan’s
great philosopher Surak, bringing forth a
new era of peaceful reform on Vulcan. But
when their discovery is seemingly proven to
be a fraud, the scandal threatens to undo a
decade of progress and return power to the
old, warlike regime. Admiral Archer, Captain
T’Pol, and the crew of the U.S.S. Endeavour
investigate with help from their Vulcan
allies, but none of them suspect the identity
of the real mastermind behind the
conspiracy to reconquer Vulcan—or the price they will have to
pay to discover the truth.
Meanwhile, when a long-forgotten technological threat reemerges beyond the Federation’s borders, Captain Malcolm
Reed of the U.S.S. Pioneer attempts to track down its origins
with help from his old friend “Trip” Tucker. But they discover
that other civilizations are eager to exploit this dangerous
power for their own benefit, even if the Federation must pay
the price!

IMAGE GALLERY

“Exacting Attention”, by Jetfreak7
(from DeviantArt)
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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Ship’s BBS
The Ship’s BBS was first introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where
items of interest could be posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things do change from
issue to issue, so keep checking back each issue, and if you’ve got an item you’d like to share, feel free to send it in. 
* Help Wanted!
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help!
The following positions are open:
- Press Officer: Write and distribute press releases to the
ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media
personnel, and help craft our club image to the world at
large!
- Storytellers: See “Avenger Fiction Update” later in this
column.
Contact RADM Judy or ADM Alex if you’d like to volunteer!
* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love
to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our
members bring to the group, and can be as simple as
something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy!
Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event
Planner and begin your adventure today. Event Planners
contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners
and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship
meeting. This is a way for everyone to find out the details of
what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to
do! We need your help, because if no one coordinates events,
they don’t happen!!
* Internet Resources:
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the
Internet! Check ‘em out...
- The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can
find information about your fellow crewmates and read online
logs from your division chief: http://www.ussavenger.org/
- Another great way to contact your STARFLEET buddies is
through Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be found
on the Avenger site. Go to the Internet Resources link on the
navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow the
instructions about IRC. NOTE: To access the IRC servers,
use:
chat.trekfan.org
Port 6667
The main STARFLEET channel is #Fleetchat, and Avenger
maintains its own channel at #avenger
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated
news from the Avenger via email and special website
features. Check it out at:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-sfi

- Avenger is also well-represented on Facebook, with both a
page and a group. The page is generally updated with
information directed more to the general public, while the
group includes more of the discussions, events
announcements, and cross-chatter among members and
friends. The URLs are:
Avenger Facebook Group: http://www.facebook.com/
groups/27371220186/
Avenger Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
USS-Avenger/159162957480482
- Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF
format, on the Avenger website.
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* Our CaféPress Store: You can buy Avenger stuff online like
T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads, etc at the CafePress
Avenger Store, featuring our logo. It can be found at: http://

www.cafepress.com/ussavenger

* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is there something you’d like
that we’re not offering at the Avenger Store? Check out
CaféPress’s product list, and if you see something there that
you’d like and that’s not available in our store, contact Avenger
Command and let them know.
* Look at the spiffy poster below and go buy one! The
Avenger Cutaway Poster, done by artist Chris Allan, is a
detailed poster that matches up with the official Avenger
Blueprints and gives a fascinating look inside our vessel. Take a
look! It’s at our CaféPress store: http://www.cafepress.com/

ussavenger

* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested
members are invited to join a community called Project SIMELE.
“SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET In the Movie and Early Lost
Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of STARFLEET
who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are fictionally set
in the timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the Star Trek
Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the Avenger.)
It’s designed to provide a venue for members to share
resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in this
era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative fiction, and so
forth. Come check the group out at

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/

* Avenger Blueprints!
Do you find yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty
while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of
these spiffy blueprint maps!
From the Federation Frontiers publishing office, we are pleased
to offer General Plans for the Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate. No
starship, save the famous line of those named Enterprise, has
received this much attention to detail.
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Ship’s BBS
The twenty (20) sheet set includes:
- Construction history
- Ship's directory
- Six (6) external views
- Full starship specifications
- Equipment listing (with system contractors)
- Four (4) cross-section views
- Plan views of all eleven decks at 1:600 scale
- Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main
engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay,
transporter complex, and auxiliary control.
For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at
mrupprecht@hindlepowerinc.com, or just visit the Federation
Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star Trek
technical documents: http://federationfrontiers.tripod.com/

fh1860/

the handy order form at web site, or send your name, address,
e-mail address, number and type of sets desired, along with
your check or money order, to the following address:
Federation Frontiers
c/o Michael C. Rupprecht
3711 Bloomingdale Drive
Hillsborough, NJ 08844-5531
* Avenger Fiction Update
- The story in which a beacon’s signal draws the Avenger to an
unexplored star system is being finalized and will soon be
ready for posting to the Avenger website.
- Outlining is underway for a story to cover the ship’s latest
change of command.
- Contributions of stories set in the Avenger’s fictional universe,
of any length, are welcome and sought!
- Ideas and suggestions for future possible group collaborations
are welcomed, too. Feel free to send them to ADM Alex, or
even pitch them to the Avenger’s e-mail list.
- Suggestions for interesting characters to fill open spots in
Avenger’s fictional crew are wanted! You can provide just
some rough notes, or a full character file. If you’d like to get
in on the fun, check in with ADM Alex.
- And don’t forget to work on keeping your own main
character’s file up-to-date, too! Or create one if you haven’t
done so yet. Check with ADM Alex for
assistance if you need it.

The Avenger -class Heavy
Frigate General Plans cost a
mere $10.00 for Avenger crew
members, and can be
purchased directly from Alex
Rosenzweig. You can also buy
the plans via mail order for $12,
which inc lu de s sh i ppi ng
charges. Money orders are
preferred, and will speed delivery. However, personal checks
are acceptable and should be payable to “Michael C. * Quote for this Issue:
Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for $15.00 and “Everything should be as simple as it is, but not
deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order, simply print out simpler.” – Albert Einstein

The STARFLEET Academy Orientation College
BY JUDY WAIDLICH

I thought of a new series of articles I could do on the various
schools or institutes at STARFLEET Academy.
I thought to start it off with a new set of courses on the
Academy itself. Not surprisingly, this college is the STARFLEET
Academy Orientation College. You can find it under the Institute
of Leadership Study (the same place where OTS (Officer’s
Training School) and OCC (Officer’s Command College) are
located). There are a total of 15 courses divided up into three
levels: Student Orientation, Director Orientation, and Dean
Orientation. These are not mandatory course for people who are
directors or deans, but for those wanting to do that or
wondering what Deans and Directors do, these courses may
enlighten you. They cover the rules and regulations, exam
formats, reporting, awards, and database entries. I’ll probably
take them when I get some free time.
The contact information and course listing is as follows:
STARFLEET Academy Orientation College
Peg Pellerin
6 Getchell Lane
Winslow, ME 04901
admiralpeg@gmail.com
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100-Level: Student Orientation
SAOC 101 – Rules and Regulations
SAOC 102 – How to Take Courses Pt 1
SAOC 103 – How to Take Courses Pt 2
SAOC 104 – Student Awards
200-Level: Director Orientation
SAOC 201 – How to Become a Director
SAOC 202 – Exam Formats and SOPs Pt 1
SAOC 203 – Exam Formats and SOPs Pt 2
SAOC 204 – Reporting SOPs Pt 1
SAOC 205 – Reporting SOPs Pt 2
SAOC 206 – Awards
SAOC 207 – Database Entries
300-Level: Dean Orientation
SAOC 301 – Duties of the Dean
SAOC 302 – The Approval Process
SAOC 303 – Personnel Issues
SAOC 304 – Database Entries
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A Not-so-Short List of Star
Trek Fan/“Independent”
Productions, Part 1
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG,

In today’s era, the film/video Star Trek fan productions are
the equivalent of the fanzines of the ‘70s and ‘80s. While
fanzines live on, as well, a lot of attention has turned to the
visual productions. What many people don’t realize is just how
many there are! This list will begin to address that. In the
issues to come, we’ll take a closer look at some of the many
creative offerings are being developed, whether they be ongoing
series or one-shot films. We hope you’ll take some time to
explore them, and see just how far fans have gone to share
their love for this ongoing saga.
(Thanks are also due, by the way, to CBS and Paramount, for
allowing these productions to proceed, although it’s worth
noting that there are strict rules governing them that must be
followed.)

WITH

JUDY WAIDLICH

Elokomin set out on her maiden mission to dissuade unfriendly
forces, explore new avenues of peace, and protect Federation
lives. The VFX of and editing prowess of Wayland Stricland will
bring professionalism to this independently produced Star Trek
series.
“Exeter Trek”: Many years after “Starship
Exeter” ended its short run, another group
returned to that ship for a new series. This
series is set well before the previous one,
though. “Exeter Trek” takes place between the
Pike and Kirk eras, aboard the U.S.S. Exeter,
before the doomed mission which occurred
under the command of Ronald Tracey (TOS:
“The Omega Glory”).

And now, here’s that list:

“Pacific 201”: This is a relatively new entry onto the fan film
Animated Star Trek - New Episodes: Curt Danhauser, the landscape. It’s currently in early planning and pre-production.
owner of one of the most thorough sites exploring the Star Trek The film is set on a new starship, the U.S.S. Pacific, in the year
Animated Series (TAS) from the 1970s, has created several new
2200. As currently planned,
episodes in the same style and format. These include “The
the film will focus heavily on
Element of Surprise”, “And Let the Heavens Fall”, and “Ptolemy
the “normal” people in Star
Wept”.
Fleet, and how they live and
work on a starship. “Pacific 201″ will focus on the skill and
“Axanar”: This planned featureexpertise required of every crewmember to complete the
length film tells the story of Garth
mission. It’s not just the bridge crew that handles everything.
of Izar (who we met in the TOS
Hundreds of people need to do their jobs just right. In this
episode “Whom Gods Destroy”)
sense, the movie will take on a “documentary” style of
and his crew during the Four
filmmaking. While being a dramatic film, the visual style will be
Years War, the war with the Klingon Empire that almost tore the as though the film crew is actually there recording the events.
Federation apart. The film will focus on the Battle of Axanar, a
critical turning point of that war. A 21-minute short film, “Project Potemkin”: Set
“Prelude to Axanar”, was released in 2014 as a “preview” for the a few years after “Star Trek
sort of work that the production team could offer. This VI: The Undiscovered
production also made news when both of its crowdfunding Country”, this series takes
efforts were wildly successful, far exceeding their original goals. place aboard the starship Potemkin, an uprated ConstitutionThe full film is planned to shoot in the spring of 2015, with class heavy cruiser. It's on a five-year mission of exploration in
release late in the year.
deep space, where its crew encounters strange new worlds
while seeking out new life forms and new civilizations. The
“Dreadnought Dominion”: This series is set Potemkin is an older ship, one of the original twelve. It’s been
aboard the Federation-class dreadnought U.S.S. refitted a few times, but is one of the last of its kind. Its captain,
Dominion, around the end of the 3rd season of a 40-year veteran of Star Fleet, has a unique crew, mostly
TOS. One episode has been filmed and another is comprised of inexperienced officers, the occasional cast-off from
underway. (The Dominion is also a STARFLEET another ship, and a feisty chief medical officer. Two full
chapter!)
episodes and 20 vignettes have been released to date.
“Elokomin Chronicles”: This series takes place in the years
after “Star Trek: The Motion Picture”, aboard the U.S.S.
Elokomin. Captain Roberta
Hart and her experienced
crew are defending the
Federation way of life in the
Alpha
Quadrant.
In
September of 2277, the
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“Star Trek Anthology”: Back in the 1970s, NBC had an
interesting anthology series called the NBC Sunday Mystery
Movie. Each week, it would feature a different detective
story. There was “Macmillan and Wife”, starring Rock Hudson
and Susan Saint James;
“Heck Ramsey”, starring
Richard
Boone;
“McCloud”,
starring
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Star Trek Fan Productions
Dennis Weaver; and of course “Columbo”, starring Peter Falk.
The concept for “Star Trek Anthology” will be very much the
same. Each segment of the series will take place primarily in the
original Trek series period. The premier episode will feature the
series’s tentpole production, “Starship Challenger,” the story of
Captain JM Colt and the crew of the Challenger, a Miranda-Class
Starship, as they explore the outer rim of the galaxy. The pilot is
written and ready to shoot, as well as a second episode and a
very funny and moving vignette. Challenger may be a common
thread that runs through the other planned series, such as
“Assignment: Earth” (yup, that “Assignment: Earth”) and
“Mother”.
“Star Trek Begins”: This series,
based on the original Star Trek
universe, will chronicle the early
missions of the first commander of
the U.S.S. Enterprise NCC-1701, Captain Robert April, and his
crew some 20 years before James T. Kirk began his famous five
-year mission. “Star Trek Begins” is simply a rebooting the
original Star Trek universe and will follow closer to original Star
Trek canon, unlike the Abrams film franchise where an
“alternate universe” was created with different versions of the
original principal characters. Although promoted for a release in
2014, little has been happening lately, and the status of this
project is unclear.

“Star Trek: Daedalians”: This series is set in the early days of
the Federation, when the first “workhorse” of Star Fleet, the
Daedalus-class starship, was at its prime. It follows Captain Sam
Cooke and the crew of the Daedalus-class starship Enterprise as
they chart a course into their “Undiscovered Country”. So far,
one episode, “Here There Be Dragons”, has been released.
“Star Trek: Dark Armada”: Produced in the Netherlands, this
series begins 10 years after the events in “Star Trek: Nemesis”
on board the U.S.S. Batavia, named after the famous 17th
century Dutch ship, when Captain Richardson and his crew
make a shocking discovery which will determine the fate of life
on Earth and throughout the Federation. It was started in March
2005 by an energetic group of young filmmakers gathered from
Star Trek fan clubs in the Netherlands and Belgium. Filming
began in Jan 2006. A test/pilot episode was released that
September, and three short episodes were released in 2009 and
2010. Five in all have been released to date.

“Star Trek: Deception”:
This is a short fan-film
being created by a group
of friends, primarily located
in the UK, who all have one thing in common: a love of science
fiction, namely Star Trek. They have been pooling their
resources to create a Star Trek fan-film they can all be proud of!
“Star Trek: Deception” will be set during the relatively peaceful
times of the “Next Generation” era, focusing on two Star Fleet
“Star Trek Continues”: One
officers as they attempt to transport a Klingon prisoner to a
of the “top-tier” series. Led by
more secure location, only to be ambushed by a Klingon Bird-ofactor/producer Vic Mignona,
Prey that has been lying in wait. Unwilling to give up their
this series has focused on
prisoner, the officers soon find themselves staring down the
reproducing the look and feel
barrels of Klingon disruptor cannons as they battle for their very
of the original Star Trek series as closely as possible. The plan is lives in an attempt to escape...
to complete the remainder of the original five-year mission. So
far, three episodes—“Pilgrim of Eternity”, “Lolani”, and “Fairest “Star Trek: Encarta”: This series began in early 2000 with
of Them All”—have been completed and a fourth has been “Star Trek: Encarta: The Motion Picture”, and spawned three
filmed. In addition, three vignettes—“Happy Birthday, Scotty”, sequel film productions: “Star Trek Encarta: Destiny’s
“You’ve Got the Conn”, and “Turnabout Intruder” (continuing Advocate”, “Star Trek Encarta: Condemned”, and “Star Trek
from the final scene of the episode)—have also been produced. Encarta: Dark Hope”. Ryan Webber has directed and helmed the
projects; Webber and Executive Producer Jeremy Wolgemuth
“Star Trek: Antyllis”: This series is based around the currently lead the saga into the final frontier and back. The films
adventures of the prototype strike cruiser Antyllus. The series is are based in the “Star Trek: The Next Generation” era, circa
set in 2270. Three episodes have been completed to date.
“Star Trek: Insurrection”/”Star Trek: Voyager”.
“Star
Trek:
Aurora”: This series
follows the exploits
of
Captain
Kara
Carpenter and her new (and only) Vulcan first mate, T’Ling, on
their tiny merchanter cargo ship Aurora. This fully CG-animated
movie is set just after the original Star Trek series in a lawless
sector of space, where Kara and T'Ling engage in their marginal
venture while trying to both turn a profit and stay out of trouble.
Even in the vastness of space, though, trouble is never far
away...and sometimes the past is never far enough behind. A
pilot film has been released, and the first two segments of a
second episode—“Mudd in Your I”—have followed.
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Star Trek: Equinox The Night of Time”:
The premise of this Star
Trek film, currently in
development, is: “Fifteen
years after the destruction of the U.S.S. Equinox (approximately
2393), Captain Rudy Ransom, who was beamed from his
doomed ship by the Krotownans, is held prisoner in the Delta
Quadrant for crimes against that race, including trespassing in
Krowtownan space and the deaths of Krowtownan
crewmembers. Captain Ransom has very few choices, but one
chance to return to the Alpha Quadrant some 30,000 light-years
away. This project has become part of the “Star Trek: Phase II”
family, and is being produced by James Cawley.
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Trekkin’ the Web
From Alex Rosenzweig:

Federation Starship Datalink
For all of you who enjoy Trek ships—and we know you’re out
there!—here’s another site you might enjoy. It was created in
1998 as an online resource for starship information. Since then,
many new sections have been created while still only using
canon information from TV series, movies, and official
publications.
http://fsd.trekships.org/index.html
“Wanderers”, A Short Film by Erik Wernquist
This isn’t Star Trek...or even, strictly, science fiction. But
what it is, is breathtaking, a vision of a future within our grasp,
if only we had the will to reach for it.
Erik Wernquist is a
digital artist and animator
from Stockholm, Sweden.
The film is a vision of
Humanity’s
future
expansion into the Solar
System. Although admittedly speculative, the visuals in the film
are all based on scientific ideas and concepts of what our
future in space might look like, if it ever happens. All the
locations depicted in the film are digital recreations of actual
places in the Solar System, built from real photos and map data
where available.
http://www.erikwernquist.com/wanderers/
To Boldly Go: The Future of Star Trek
This insightful and interactive
look at the history and possible
future of the Star Trek franchise
is a worthy article by Tom
Bennet, with lots of neat
imagery and fun things to do
and see. Enjoy!
http://bennet.org/blog/star-trek
Indulge Your Inner Child and Lose a Few Hours To This
Online Spirograph
When some of us were kids,
Spirograph was a toy that let us
use a pen to create fascinating
mathematically-based artwork,
though we rarely thought of it like
that. Today, we’ve got computer
graphics software that’s so
powerful it can generate images that make it seem like
dinosaurs are back. But they still can’t compare to the simple
satisfaction you get from making a really complex hypotrochoid
or epitrochoid with a marker and some perforated gears. So
Nathan Friend was kind enough to build a browser-based
Spirograph, the Inspirograph. Enjoy this article, and then follow
the link to the actual Inspirograph. Enjoy!
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http://toyland.gizmodo.com/indulge-your-inner-child-and-lose-a
-few-hours-to-this-o-1672758624?utm_campaign=socialflow_
gizmodo_facebook&utm_source=gizmodo_facebook&utm_medi
um=socialflow
http://nathanfriend.io/inspirograph/
Elokomin Chronicles
Another issue, another Star Trek fan production...
“Elokomin Chronicles” takes place ten
years after Star Trek: The Motion Picture,
aboard the U.S.S. Elokomin (NCC-5355).
The U.S.S. Elokomin was named after a
Cimarron-class fleet oiler of Earth’s 20th
Century “United States Navy” during their
second “World War”. The Elokomin’s keel
was laid on January 3rd, 2275 at the
Bainbridge Ship Yards of Earth, and she
was commissioned on June 4th, 2276. The
Elokomin was assigned under Defense Administration Fleet
Admiral, Lawrence Alexander to battle-hardened, and
command-experienced, Captain Roberta Hart. Captain Hart had
grown tired of the conflicts in which she lost valuable
equipment and personnel. She specifically requested that
Starfleet give her a ship “whose bite finally had some teeth.”
Hart’s first action was acquiring her handpicked crew from a
wide array of experienced Star Fleet personnel. One key officer
with which she had already served a tour, Doctor Skep
Anderson, was brought aboard. Hart was overjoyed at working
with him again. The engineer who laid her keel, and drove the
last self-sealing stem bolt, was Angus “Gus” Fitzgerald. He was
looking forward to a long vacation afterward, but was
requested to be Elokomin’s Chief Engineer. He eagerly
accepted the position. In September of 2277, the Elokomin set
out on her maiden mission to dissuade unfriendly forces,
explore new avenues of peace, and protect Federation lives.
http://elokomin.com/

Starship Grissom
The hits—err, Trek fan productions—just keep coming!
Starbase Studios introduces the first ship in its educational
fleet, the U.S.S. Grissom. Based on “Star Trek: The Original
Series”, by Gene Roddenberry.
Join the crew, which includes a teen-aged cadet fresh from
Star Fleet Academy, on its mission to explore planet L-197,
which is a newly discovered planet in the Lyra System. But
what starts out as a regular mission to determine suitability for
colonization quickly becomes anything but routine.
Each of the eight episodes in this series is approximately 20
minutes long and touches on the subjects of Math, Science,
Social Studies, Language Arts, Fine Arts, and Leadership. There
is a list of lessons at the end of each episode; each will include
a video introduction by one of the crew and printable lesson
plans and materials. The lessons cover Common Core and
STEM standards and can be modified for Advanced Placement
or Special Education students.
http://grissom.starbasestudios.net/
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Mission Docket
Upcoming Events

8 February 2015 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “What Might Have Been: Programs Cancelled Before Their Time, or
Good Ideas That Never Got a Chance”. Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: RADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu
13-15 February 2014 – Farpoint
North Baltimore Plaza Hotel, 2004 Greenspring Drive, Timonium, MD
Farpoint is a Baltimore-based, science fiction media convention. They’re a fanrun, fan-friendly con, with a lot more to offer than your basic autographs-and-adealers-room “show”. Guests include Colin “Jack Carter” Ferguson (from
“Eureka”), Tim “Tuvok” Russ, Timothy Zahn (Notable Sci-Fi Author), Rigel Ailur
(author), Joseph Berenato (author), Kathleen David (puppeteer and
editor), Peter David (author), Keith RA DeCandido (author), Michael Jan
Friedman (author), Dave Galanter (author), Andrew Gaska (author), Allyn
Gibson (author and blogger), Phil Giunta (author), Bob Greenberger
(author), Glenn Hauman (author and editor), Robert Jeschonek (author), David Mack (author), Kelly Meding (author), Aaron
Rosenberg (author), Janine K. Spendlove (author), Howard Weinstein (author), Richard White (author), Gregory A. Wilson
(author), Steven H. Wilson (author, publisher and podcaster), Lance Woods (author), Inge Heyer (physicist), Ariel Vitali (science
guest), Farragut Films, Sci-Fi Diner Podcast, Boogie Knights (fan filk music), Luna-C (comedy troupe), and many more!
Event Cost: Full Weekend: $80; Saturday Only: $55; Sunday Only: $40; Child Membership (Good for the weekend - no daily child
memberships): $25; Friday Only: $10; Saturday Evening Only: $10 (Included with a Saturday Only or a Weekend Badge)
Event Website: http://www.farpointcon.com/
1 March 2015 – U.S.S. Challenger Intergalactic Food Festival
Seaside Heights Community Center, 1000 Bay Boulevard, Seaside Heights, NJ, 1:00 PM
Come taste exotic and alien treats with the crew of the U.S.S. Challenger. The culinarily-talented bring
something to share. Challenger requests that attendees bring a dish to feed six people, or beverages.
They encourage wearing a Star Trek uniform (though this is not mandatory) to add to the fictional
flavor of the event.
Event Coordinator: ADM Bob Vosseller, beamaboard@aol.com
8 March 2015 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “Star Trek in Popular Culture”. Dinner and socializing to follow. We
hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: RADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu
13-15 March 2015 – Monster-Mania Con
Crowne Plaza Philadelphia-Cherry Hill Hotel, 2349 W. Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ
Horror Convention. Guests include Tobin Bell, Costas Mandylor, Betsy Russell, Lin Shaye,
Robert Patrick, Ric Flair, Claudia Wells, and more!
Event Cost: VIP Premiere Pass: $150; Friday Pass: $30; Saturday Pass: $30; Sunday Pass:
$20. Friday and Saturday passes available for $5 less in advance.
Event Website: http://www.monstermania.net
12 April 2015 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “ ‘Axanar’ Update and Showing of ‘Prelude to Axanar’ ”. Dinner and
socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: RADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu
24-26 April 2015 – Chiller Theatre
Sheraton Parsippany Hotel, 199 Smith Road, Parsippany, NJ
Horror and Science Fiction Convention. Guests from horror and sci-fi movies, TV, wrestling,
and music, including Michael Nesmith, Dick Miller, Louise Lasser, Richard Karn, Michael
Gross, Tia Carrere, Judy Tenuta, Bob Eggleton, and more. Large dealers’ rooms.
Event Website: http://www.chillertheatre.com
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25 April 2015 – U.S.S. Justice “Star Trek: Voyager” 20th Anniversary Event
Morris County Library, 30 Hanover Ave, Whippany, NJ, Time TBA
The U.S.S. Justice will be showing several episodes from the “Star Trek: Voyager”
series: “The 37s”, “Timeless”, “Endgame”, plus one more to be named later. Also
planned is a trivia contest, and a guest speaker is being looked into.
17 May 2015 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “The Marvel Cinematic Universe: A Look at the Films and TV Series
That Comprise It”. Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: RADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu
14 June 2015 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “Trek Fan Films Roundup”: Some of the latest news from the world
of Star Trek fan productions. Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun!
Event Coordinator: RADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu

20 June 2015 – U.S.S. Avenger 30th Anniversary Party
Omega Diner and Café, 1337 Route 1, North Brunswick, NJ, 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM
In 2015, the U.S.S. Avenger will celebrate its Diamond Anniversary. Yes, 30 years of fun, friendship, and fandom as an active
STARFLEET chapter. We cordially invite you to share the celebration at the U.S.S. Avenger’s 30th Anniversary Party. We look
forward to having you join us for a memorable evening of fine food and wonderful entertainment as the Avenger celebrates this
milestone!
The event will feature a hot and cold buffet with plenty of variety! The menu includes:
Salad choices:
* Salad Bowl
* Potato Salad
* Coleslaw
Entrée choices:
* Penne Vodka Pasta
* Chicken Parmigiana
* Beef Burgundy
* Tilapia Florentine
Soda, coffee, tea, cake, and ice cream are included.
Please RSVP with check or money order no later than Monday, 1 June 2015. You can at a meeting, or send payment to:

U.S.S. Avenger

Judy Waidlich
331 Academy Terrace, Apt. 17
Linden, NJ 07036-5695
Event Cost: $25.00 Per Person
Event Location Website: http://www.omegadiner.com
Event Coordinator: RADM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu
NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can make
the proper arrangements. Thanks!
AVENGER NEWS #148— FEBRUARY 2015
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331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17
Linden, NJ 07036-5695

U.S.S. Avenger

The Next Meeting of the U.S.S. Avenger will be:

Sunday, March 8, 2015
2:00 PM

North Brunswick Public Library
880 Hermann Road
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org
Avenger News 149 Deadline: March 20, 2015
Please send all submissions to Alex Rosenzweig
alexr1860@optimum.net

