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Hi, all,  
 
   By the time you read this, a lot will have happened. The day 
before our September meeting, we had our recruiting op. While 
there was no general public to speak of, we did find that we 
could successfully set up a three-chapter recruiting table. 
   The next day, we had our meeting. We had a lot of fun and a 
good discussion on Pixar films. Later in the month, we held our 
Command Staff training session to cover the duties of the 
Division and Assistant Division Chiefs (as well as the last 
module on Writing Flag Promotion Nominations). If you missed 
out on these training sessions, you missed out on a lot of good 
information on how the chapter is run. 
   At the beginning of October, Jennifer and I married. This was 
followed by the Regional Conference, where I led a panel on 
the Command Staff Training Program. 
   I did have a thought for our extra training day in November, 
as mentioned at our September meeting, I had the idea that 
we could possibly do a day to celebrate the 35th Anniversary of 

the release of “Star Trek: The Motion Picture”. Watch for more 
details. 
   On a final note, at the October 12, 2014 meeting, I 
announced that I will be stepping down as both the CO of 
U.S.S. Avenger and as OIC of the MSG as of the end of the 
year. This is not a reflection on the ship or her crew. It is due 
to changes within my own life, which have drawn my focus in a 
different direction and away from duties as a dual leader within 
the ship. In my opinion, to continue in those positions would 
not be fair to the membership. Anyone wishing to step up to be 
the new CO is asked to do so by the November meeting on 
November 9, 2014. Please also submit a position paper by this 
time, stating your goals and views for the position.    
 
Until next time,   
 
Dave 
 
Fleet Captain Dave Lynch  
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Captain’s Log 

BY DAVID LYNCH 
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“An Ocean World”, by David Akerson (from DeviantArt) 
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[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 
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Greetings, all! 
 
   Happy autumn! Well, time has been flying, to be sure. 
Sometimes it seems like there’s never enough time for 
everything, and that makes our choices that much more 
important. I’ve just returned, at this writing, from an event 
that’s almost always at the top of my annual list of things to 
do. That event is Watkins Glen Weekend, hosted by our friends 
on the U.S.S. Accord. This year was the Silver Anniversary of 
this annual event. I’ll talk more about it in “Sit-Rep”, but for 
this column, I wanted to take a moment to talk about some 
things I’ve learned from going to the Glen Gorge for so many 
years. The major things are really interconnected: an 

appreciation of our planet and all the life forms with which we 
share it, and the amazing beauty that surrounds us on our 
planet. Also worth considering is that the setting is a great one 
for bonding with friends and sharing a great day. Those things 
are what keep me going back, year after year, through thick 
and thin. 
    To be sure, the Glen Gorge isn’t the biggest natural wonder 
out there, nor the most prepossessing. But it is, nonetheless, a 
wonderful place to both see the myriad processes of nature—
sun, wind, water, life—in action, close up, and without having 
to travel for days to do it. It is a reminder of how amazing the 
Earth really is, and I think we all need it from time to time. 
   In an era where so much is changing in our world, and with 
so many attacks on the very idea of preserving and protecting 
our environment, I believe that visiting places like the Glen 
Gorge is important, because they remind us of what’s at stake. 
In Star Trek’s future, we’re told, Earth is in vastly better shape, 
with cities carefully designed to interact harmoniously with the 
environment and with more and more industry taking place off-
world. Obviously we can’t move all our heavy industry into 
space just yet, but we can stop to think about how what we do 
affects the environment around us, and what steps we can take 
to do better by ol’ Sol III. If we take nothing else away from 
events like Watkins Glen Weekend, I hope we remember how 
beautiful—and fragile—our environment can be, and that it 
requires not just our consideration, but actually our 
stewardship, to preserve it. 
 
   Meanwhile, back here in New Jersey, the Avenger’s officers 
are making plans for the last quarter of 2014, as well as looking 
ahead to our 30th anniversary year in 2015. It’s hard to believe 

that almost three decades have passed since the chapter 
began. That we’re still here is a testament to the enthusiasm 
and commitment of a whole lot of great people over the years. 
We’ll be talking about this more in the months to come, 
especially as we make plans to celebrate 30 years of friendship 
and fandom. 
 
   In the meantime, please don’t forget about the 2014 
recruiting program. If you actively recruit new people to join 
STARFLEET and the chapter, there are some cool reward 
incentives for YOU! We recommend having folks join 
STARFLEET first, and that’s because they can then join the 
chapter at no additional charge, whereas it doesn’t work the 

same way the other way around. So if you have friends or 
acquaintances who enjoy Star Trek and/or science fiction, and 
who might like to meet and hang out with others who share 
those interests, don’t hesitate to encourage them to check us 
out. And if the people you recruit get active themselves, the 
rewards to you are even greater! So go out, recruit folks, and 
reap the rewards. 
 
   Finally, as you saw, FCAPT Dave has announced his intent to 
stand down at the end of this year. He’ll complete a three-year 
tour as CO, and I think I can speak for us all in saying that we 
appreciate the time, energy, and leadership he’s offered. 
Commanding a chapter can be a rewarding experience, to be 
sure, but it also takes a lot of dedication, and those who step 
up to take that role on should always be acknowledged. So, 
thanks for your time and dedication, Dave, and good luck on 
the next endeavor! As for the rest of you, you’ve seen his 
announcement. We’re looking for the chapter’s next leader. 
Who’d like to pick up the mantle of leadership in the Avenger’s 
proud and ongoing history? 
 
   And that’s it from me for now! Enjoy the rest of this issue of 
Avenger News! Have fun, and don’t forget “Mission Docket” for 
neat upcoming events. Take care, and ‘til next time…  
 
Ad Astra! 
 
Alex  
 

ADM Alex Rosenzweig  

Executive Thoughts 

BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

Mesa Arch Sunrise, Canyonlands National Park; Photographer Unknown - [Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

IMAGE GALLERY 
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   No promotions L. Haven’t I told you how much I like seeing 
people earning promotions? Get busy and join us on our 
escapades! 
   I wandered the New York Renaissance Faire with Alex and 
Joe Horton. We did not run into the Rendas, but there were 
lots of people; we parked in a lot I’ve not parked in before. I 
did not get out to the Lakewood Renaissance Faire I had my 
first-of-the-season Astronomy meeting on Friday, September 
19th (arrrgh). It was a good talk about the Dark Energy 
Camera and Survey in the southern skies (using the Blanco four
-meter telescope at Cerro Tololo Inter-American Observatory in 
the Andes Mountains of Northern Chile). I also attended a 
performance of “Wittenberg” at the Shakespeare Theatre–
which had me laughing hysterically–on the 20th. Maybe I’ll get 
out to the Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire. 
   There were more C-Staff training sessions, too. I missed the 
September ship meeting and will have attended the Region 7 
Conference by the time this goes to print. 
   For the recruitment op at Nevermoor Games in Phillipsburg, I 
helped as much as I could with some of the PowerPoint 
presentations we had planned. We did go through them, plus 
watched “Prelude to Axanar”. I had a fun time with our crew 
(me, Alex Rosenzweig, Dave Lynch, Jenn Lynch, and Matt 
Rielly, with a surprise visit by Ying Xiao) and the Adamant and 
Ascension members who attended. Once again, the venue’s 
event was lightly attended by public. We ate at a local diner 
before heading for home. 
   The College of Engineering, for a second month, continued 
its burst of activity, keeping me busy (back-to-back months 

with 140 graduates). Fortunately, things have slowed down. I 
was asked by the Director of the Cardassian Orientation College 
(I’m the Assistant Director) for grading assistance, followed by 
the suggestion that we swap roles. So, as of Oct 1st I become 
the Director of the Cardassian Orientation College. It probably 
is as active as VAS, but only has six courses. We shall find out 
if I can maintain the four directorships once the VAS is 
revamped and courses jump from 30 to around 100 (electives 
are being phased out, with some of them being written to a 
whole course). 
   The season at the Shakespeare Theatre in Madison is 
winding down. “Wittenberg” was a play about Hamlet and two 
of his instructors, the Rev. Martin Luther and Dr. Faustus. The 
two had lots of advice for Hamlet, who was entering his senior 
year without having yet declared a major. My favorite part was 
when Hamlet was describing his nightmare in which he was on 
the moon, gazing down upon the Earth. In front of him was a 
giant pit and the Sun was rising above this enormous black 
rectangular structure, and just as  your mentally cuing up a 
certain theme song, the theme from “2001: A Space Odyssey” 
starts up. 
   I also saw a reading of the play “The Physicists”, which was 
about three physicists residing in a sanatorium. 
   “Henry VIII” is the Theatre’s October offering, and “Much 
Ado about Nothing” ends the season. But the Papermill 
Playhouse season gets underway with “Can-Can”.  
   Take care until next time.  

Judy 

Second Officer’s Report 

BY JUDY WAIDLICH 

INDIVIDUAL U.S.S. AVENGER RENEWAL $10.00  
(Family Memberships $12.50) 

FOR STARFLEET MEMBERS, AVENGER MEMBERSHIP IS FREE! 
Your subscription lasts for six issues.  With any luck and a lot of good will, they will be delivered in PDF format to a registered 

forum online.  Free Adobe Reader downloads available on the web - for a printed copy of your newsletter, just hit PRINT!  But if 
you want us to mail them to ya’ anyhow, please add $5.00. 

Make out check or money order payable to USS Avenger.   

331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17,  Linden, NJ 07036-5695   

You can also renew at any ship meeting for your stamp-saving budget 

 

Join the International fun of STARFLEET at www.sfi.org  $10.00 gets you four electronic issues of the Communiqué (and $20.00 
gets you four hard copy issues) and access to the many fun programs STARFLEET offers. It also means that your next renewal 

with the Avenger is FREE! 

MEMBERSHIP ALLEY 
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Roster Update 

Changes and Revisions—Where Are They Now? 
1) Lt. Commander Jennifer L. Thompson should now be listed 
as Lt. Commander Jennifer L. Lynch  (Congratulations to Dave 
and Jenn!)  

   Poor Maggie. She cannot seem to get a break in 
Madelyn Alt’s book A Witch in Time. She finally gets the 
chance to have some quality time with her boyfriend 
when she gets a call saying her sister is having a baby. 
   At the hospital, the elevator into which she steps has a 
power failure in between floors and she overhears what 
sounds like a sinister plot. She witnesses an argument in 

the maternity ward between a new mother and someone 
else. Then, to add insult to injury, she takes the stairs 
when leaving the hospital and falls, breaking her foot. 
This all leads to mistaken murder suspects and wrong 
leads ‘til the end, when the truth behind the plot she 
overheard is revealed!  

Book Review— 

“A Witch in Time” 

BY JENNIFER LYNCH 

Fiscal Report 

JULY-SEPTEMBER 2014 

 Date Debit Credit Balance 

Initial Balance - July 7/1/14     $1,710.02 

Deposit - Picnic 7/9/14   $7.00 $1,717.02 

Donation to Charlie Bruckman for Mother’s 
Funeral (Check 1121) 

7/13/14 $40.00   $1,677.02 

Check to Alex Rosenzweig for Picnic Expenses 7/13/14 $50.00   $1,627.02 

50/50 7/15/14   $11.00 $1,638.02 

Renewal – Ying Xiao  (Deposited 9/15/14) 9/13/14   $10.00 $1,648.02 

Renewal – Joe Horton  (Deposited 9/15/14) 9/14/14   $5.00 $1,653.02 

50/50  (Deposited 9/15/14) 9/14/14   $4.50 $1,657.52 

Check to Norm Van Houten for Avenger News 
Postage 

9/14/14 $74.83   $1,582.69 

Ending Balance 9/30/14     $1,582.69 



6  AVENGER NEWS #146— OCTOBER 2014 

U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 

BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

   This column, in accordance with the Avenger Officer’s 
Manual, is “a regular report of crew activities, in the form of a 
column in Avenger News or as a separate mailing. It started 
out with the idea of being a roundup of divisional activities, but 
is being retooled into a more general summary of chapter 
events and highlights. As such, if there’s something you’d like 
to share with the group—an idea, a suggestion, a personal 
milestone, etc.—feel free to let me know and it can get 
included. “SitRep” is a term used typically by the military or 
other government groups. It’s an abbreviation for “Situation 
Report”, a report given to both senior officers and subordinate 
staff to make sure that, put simply, they know what’s going on. 
And that’s what we do here. 
 
Onward...   
 

DIVISIONS: 
 

Command: 
 
      FCAPT Dave continues to see to the day-to-day 
operations of the chapter. He has been leading the ship’s 
Command Staff Training Program, and led a panel about 
it at the recent Region 7 Conference. He also acted as 

the primary point of contact for the recent recruiting op at 
Nevermoor Games. 
   The XO's office has continued to focus on activity-
shepherding and newsletter work. The biggest challenge 
remains getting members to participate, as well as to 

encourage others to bring ideas to the table. 
   ADM Alex was able to get back into the swing of things in 
September, and was at both the ship meeting and the 
Command Staff Training Session. He was also on-hand for the 
Nevermoor games recruiting op, and also represented the 
chapter—along with FCAPT Dave and LCDR Jenn Lynch, and 
RADM Judy Waidlich—at the Region 7 Conference. 
   Meanwhile, Avenger News #145 was released in early 
September, and AN 146 is expected to be completed sometime 
in mid-October, as we try to get back on time again. 
   The Second Officer has continued maintaining the Promotion 
System and monitoring for the next promotions. She has also 
been updating the database. There have been no promotions 
since the last Sit-Rep. RADM Judy has also been attending the 
Command Staff Training Sessions and doing lots of work at the 
Academy. She also attended the Nevermoor Games recruiting 
op and the Region 7 Conference.   
      

Sciences: 
 
   CMDR Sarah Bolick remains on leave from her 
position, but hopes to be returning soon. Lieutenant 
(Brev.) Patrick Hebert has been settling into the position 
of Assistant Chief Science Officer, and is working with 

the STARFLEET Help Desk to get his membership officially 
transferred to the Avenger.  
   Sarah and Patrick still hope to hear back from Sciences 
members and have some fun conversations about Trek and 
science.  

Medical: 
 
   LCDR Jason Blackstone reports that things have been 
quiet in the Medical Division. He’s continuing to share 
links to medical articles of interest. MedDiv folks, feel 
free to give Jason a shout!    

 

Operations: 
 
   CMDR Norm Van Houten reports that, aside from his 
own ongoing assistance in getting the newsletter 
mailed out to those receiving it in hard copy (thanks, 
Norm!), Operations has remains quiet. OpsDiv 

members, don’t forget to say hi to Norm from time to time!       
 

Engineering: 
 
   CAPT Matt Rielly continues to participate in the 
Command Staff Training Program initiated by our CO. 
He also attended, along with Lieutenant J.G. Ying Xiao, 
the Nevermoor Games recruiting op. 

   Matt has continued to update division members regarding 
details on future activities, events, and other significant goings-
on as more information is made available.         
 

Communications: 
 
   The Communications Division has been mostly quiet, 
though LCDR Jennifer Lynch has continued her 

attempts to communicate with the members of the 
Communications Division, even though that’s now one 

person other than Jenn. She’d really love to hear back, so say 
hi! She also represented the division at the Nevermoor Games 
recruiting op.        
 

Security: 
 
   The position of Chief of Security is open! We’re 
looking for an interested member to step up and help 
lead the chapter. (See more info in “Ship’s BBS”.) It’s a 
great opportunity to help guide the direction of the club.  

   Meanwhile, FCAPT Dave continues to serve as OIC of the 
769th Marine Strike Group.    
   
(If your division isn’t included here, there wasn’t any division-

specific news this issue. For anyone interested in ideas for or 
assistance in developing divisional activity, feel free to contact 
your division chief and/or the XO.) 
 

GENERAL: 
 
   Activity-wise, the Avenger’s schedule has continued with lots 
of activities to choose from. Attendance has remained a 
problem, though, and we’re continuing to try various 
approaches to try to improve response. This is something we 
hope that all of you will help with. 
   Our recent activities have included, in addition to the 
meetings: 
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 Command Staff “Training Sessions” Covering Recruiting 

and the Duties of the Division Chiefs and Assistant Chiefs 

 Nevermoor Games Recruiting Operation 

 Region 7 Conference 

 
Looking ahead, we see activities including: 

 

 More Video/Movie Days 

 More Group Trips to Film Releases 

 A Board Game Day 

 Additional Skype Chats 

 A possible trip to the Intrepid Museum and Shuttle 

Enterprise 

 
   We’re always looking for suggestions from folks for films 
you’d like to see as a group. Feel free to share your suggestions 
on the Avenger’s mailing list, in our Facebook group, or even by 
contacting any member of the Command Staff. We’ll be heavily 
relying on your input to determine what films we should see 
together as a group. 
   We’re looking forward to scheduling more video days, and 
we’re definitely interested in knowing what films/TV shows 
you’d like to watch together, and also if you’d be willing to 
host such an event. (We’ve had some wonderfully generous 
folks host these events in the past, but hopefully we won’t have 
to keep going back to the same people over and over again. If 
we can move things around a bit, that’d be welcome.)  
   And, as always, if there’s something you’d like to suggest for 
an event, don’t hesitate to speak up. We want to hold events 
that out members want to attend, but we can only do what 
members tell us they’d like. Your input is really important here. 
As some of you may have seen, we’ve been compiling a large 
list of potential activities, which we hope to develop into real 
events, but your input and support are crucial. The senior staff 
can’t do it alone.  
 
Mission Reports: 
 
   This section of the column features short recaps of various 
Avenger and STARFLEET events. To make it the best it can be, 
though, I need your help. If you’ve been to an event, you don’t 
need to write a whole long article. Just a paragraph or two 
would be great. Send them to me and I’ll include them here. 
And if you’ve got pictures you want to supply, that, too, would 
be pretty awesome. (By the way, if a lot of folks contribute for 

a single activity, it could always be broken out into a separate 
article, and if you want to write a stand-alone piece, don’t let 
this feature stop you from doing so! It’s not an either-or 
proposition, just another way to share.) 
 
1-3 August 2014 – Shore Leave 36 
   For many fans in the Northeast, Shore Leave remains an 
annual pilgrimage to which we journey, year in and year out. 
This year was no different, and it was as rewarding and 
enjoyable as ever. I could almost certainly write volumes about 
this convention, but I’ll share just a few highlights instead. 
   One very pleasant surprise was Richard Dean Anderson. 
Following on the successful prototyping with William Shatner 

last year of having an expensive 
guest for an extra fee to hear him 
speak, most of us expected that 
Richard Dean Anderson (or RDA) 
would be similarly inaccessible, with 
autographs at a premium and 
opportunities to talk almost nil. While 
RDA’s  autographs were st i l l 
expensive, he was surprising 
accessible, sitting at his table for 
most of the weekend and chatting 
with anyone who came by. He proved 

to be very friendly and had a good time with many fans. When 
I got my autograph, former Avenger member Amy Wilson 
joined me on the line, and was immediately won over when 

RDA insisted she couldn’t possibly be old enough to be going to 
her 20th Anniversary high school reunion. He also quickly 
divined our mutual political leanings, and had a few choice 
words about Governor Christie. I’d paid the extra, and enjoyed 
myself a lot listening to his stage talk on Sunday, as well. 
   Ano ther  h i gh l i gh t  was 
attending the “Star Trek: 
Seekers” panel, as well as 
hanging out with RADM Judy at 
the “Seekers” table at Meet the 
Pros for almost an hour before 
the event started, so we could be 
guaranteed to be among the first 
to get both book autographed 
and secure a signed publicity 
poster for the series, as well, featuring art by cover artist Rob 
Caswell. 
   Silliness abounded outside of Ten-Forward Saturday evening, 
as well. Oh, to explain this, I should explain that we were 
joined this year by former Avenger member Lourdes 
Underwood and her wife, Sabrina Bond. They’d come up from 
Kentucky to join the fun. In fact, it would be Sabrina’s first 
Shore Leave. So, there we were, sitting around a table outside 
Ten-Forward, with paper and colored pencils, drawing, coloring, 
and sketching, and we discover that Sabrina has never met 

Rhonda E! Green. Oh, she’s heard 
stories—many, many stories—but she 
still doesn’t believe Rhonda exists, she 
tells us. Rhonda must, we are told, be 
someone we made up. So this begins a 
madcap effort to finally introduce the 
two ladies. Along the way, one person 

grabs some pencils and creates a sign 
that reads, “Hi! I’m Rhonda!” We 
promptly begin passing the sign around 
and holding it up as each person is 
photographed holding the sign. 
Eventually, the two ladies are in fact 
introduced, but by now the silliness has 
taken on a life of its own, and by the 
time we’re done, our entire group, 
friends that walked by, and even a few 
complete strangers, along with replicas 
of a Dalek and K-9 from “Doctor Who”, 
got to hold the sign and be 

U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 
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U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 

photographed. Rhonda was, I think, a little amused by it all, 
and she took it in good part, which made things even more fun. 
   The only complexity was that renovations on the hotel were 
ongoing during the convention weekend, and unexpectedly, a 
number of convention-goers got shuffled off to one of the other 
hotels in the area. To their credit, the convention provided a 
shuttle bus that ran throughout the weekend, but it’s still not 
the same as staying at the hotel. I and my group, however, 
were among the lucky ones who still go to stay at the Hunt 
Valley Inn, and we even got to stay in one of the renovated 
areas. We all agreed, after several years of the over-garish 
carpets and wacky artwork, the changes were a great 
improvement. 
   Of course, we’re all looking forward to next year, and Shore 
Leave 37! 

(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)      
 
8-10 August 2014 – STARFLEET International 
Conference 
   This was a “homecoming” of 
sorts for me. In 2012 and 
2013, I wasn’t able to attend 
the IC, due to each one 
happening simultaneously with 
Shore Leave. This year, 
though, the two events took 
place a week apart, which 
allowed me to attend both 
once again. On the down-side, it wasn’t hugely attended, and I 
wished more people could have come. On the other hand, it 
was a good amount of fun, and I got to spend time with a lot of 
folks with whom I don’t usually get to see, which is often a 
reason to go to an IC in the first place. Making and maintaining 
friendships is definitely a good outcome of these events. 

Among the folks I met, for example, 
were Scott Peter and Maggie 
Sivewright from Region 20 (the UK). 
Other folks with whom I got to catch 
up after quite a few years were Jim 
Herring, David Miller, and Lee 
Schmidt, STARFLEET “fixtures” in 
Region 12, though not as often seen 
outside it; and Theresa Bristow, also 
from Region 20. Other high points of 
the IC were witnessing Jack Eaton 
(current Region 2 RC) cut his hair for 
Locks of Love, and enjoying several 

fun meals both at the local Tilted Kilt and several other 
restaurants in the area. In addition, one member had brought a 
mockup of the original 1701’s command chair, and many folks 
got photos taken as they sat in that chair. 
   I was also pleased that my first opportunity for air travel in 
several years went very smoothly. These days, we often hear 
“scare stories” about complications with flying, but in my case, 
I am happy to report that all went smoothly. It didn’t hurt, of 
course, that I was able to get a non-stop, direct flight from 
Newark Liberty International Airport to Chicago O’Hare, and 
then the bus to Rockford and the Clock Tower resort was also 
very easy. Returning was equally smooth, thankfully. 

   I’m looking forward to IC 2015 now. I hope that many folks 
from Avenger will consider attending! The good news is that, 
once again, it will not be simultaneous with Shore Leave, and 
the other good news is that it will be (mostly) in Region 7, in 
Niagara Falls, New York. But there is also, we are told, a lot of 
cool stuff to do on the Canadian side of the falls, so make sure 
you have an up-to-date passport!  
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig) 
 
13 September 2014 – Nevermoor Games Sci-Fi Fantasy 
Day Recruiting Operation 
   A lot of work went into our participation in this event, and in 
the end, the results were both bad, and good. Bad news first. 
Turnout from the general public was essentially nil. Whether 
from lack of advertising, poor word of mouth, or even the 

weather, we can’t be sure. Near the end of the day, rumor had 
it that there’d been tornado and flood warnings in the 
Phillipsburg area, which may have kept people at home. In any 
event, the only persons in attendance were the Nevermoor staff 
and other vendors. Unfortunately, the way the event was set 
up also resulted in no clear schedule or way to set up and show 
our programming. This was a disappointment, because a lot of 
time and effort had gone into the preparations, and also 
because if the event organizers didn’t fully know what we were 
preparing, we in turn don’t know for sure what they told the 
public, and whether anything was said that might have drawn 
more people out. In the future, we’ll be looking more carefully 
if these folks would like to try a third event, and whether it 
would be worth the time to put in major support. 
   Okay, that was the bad news. The good news was, we had 
created some very slick programs that can now be used in 
other places if needed, or at a future incarnation of 
Nevermoor’s Sci-Fi/Fantasy Day, without lots of head-end work. 

The other good news is 
that three chapters—
ourselves,  DN 2520 
Ascension, and DN 3029 
Adamant—were able to 
come together, assemble a 
sleek, professional-looking 
display, and be ready to 
talk to any interested 
people, even through all 
o u r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
difficulties and uncertainties 

along the way. We quickly dubbed ourselves “Triple-A”, and as 
far as it went, we had a good time hanging out and enjoying 

the day. Those who hadn’t seen the presentations that Dave 
Lynch, Judy Waidlich, Matt Rielly, and I had worked on were 
able to check them out, and we even shared a viewing of 
“Prelude to Axanar” for those who hadn’t yet seen it. 
   In the end, one of the other vendors might end up joining the 
Ascension, since she lives in that area, and our group had a fun 
day, even if the general public didn’t show up. Might there be 
another event like this? Well, we shall see, and we’ll be 
listening for word on whether our hosts would like to try again. 
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig) 
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Trekkin’ the Web 

From Alex Rosenzweig: 
 
Animusic – Computer Animated Music 
   Animusic, LLC is 
a  c o m p u t e r 
animation company 
with the singular 
focus of animating music. They are based in Ithaca, NY, with 
LLC members also residing in Austin, TX and San Diego, CA. 
   Their content is primarily released as “video album” DVDs, 
but they've also produced animations for corporate clients such 
as HP, Disney, and Texas Instruments. 
   Both music and visuals are entirely digitally synthesized. They 
“invent” imaginary Virtual Instruments by building computer 
graphics models of objects that appear to create the sound of 
the corresponding synthesized music track. 
   Virtual Instruments range from being reminiscent of existing 
instruments to arbitrarily abstract. 
http://www.animusic.com/index.php 
 
Star Trek: Alien Domain 

   “Star Trek: Alien 
D o m a i n ” ,  a  n ew 
mul t i p l a yer  on l i n e 
strategy game, will 
launch later this year via 

GameSamba, in conjunction with CBS Interactive and NGames. 
Playable by web browser, the game will be set in the 
mysterious, extra-dimensional realm of Fluidic Space – as seen 
in “Star Trek: Voyager”. Players will make strategic decisions to 
maintain control over limited resources, balance defensive 
spending with research, establish colonies, and prioritize power 
distribution for optimal efficiency. Also, players can opt to 
participate in such PvP encounters as raids against player-
controlled outposts, one-on-one skirmishes, and large-scale, 
guild vs. guild Alliance Battles. 
   There’s not much at the game website yet, but you might 
want to keep an eye on this one! 
http://www.startrekaliendomain.com/ 

 
If the Moon Were Only One Pixel 

   As The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
says, “Space is big. Space is really, really big.” 
How big is it, though? The graphic on this 
page gives a true look at just how much of 
space is...well...empty space. It also helps 
explain why we need faster propulsion if we’re 
really going to go places in space. 

h t t p : / / jo shwo r t h . com/dev /p i x e l space / p i x e l space_ 
solarsystem.html 
 
Video – Star Size Comparison 
   In keeping with a theme of how big 
space—and what’s in it—can be, here’s a 
video comparing various objects, from 
Luna to VY Canis Majoris, the largest 
known star. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HEheh1BH34Q 
 
 
From Jason Blackstone: 
 
Paint-On “Smart” Bandage Emits Phosphorescent Glow 
for Healing Below 

   Inspired by a desire to help 

wounded soldiers, a team of 
researchers has created a paint-on, 
see-through, “smart” bandage that 
glows to indicate a wound’s tissue 
oxygenation concentration. Because 
oxygen plays a critical role in 
healing, mapping these levels in 

severe wounds and burns can help significantly improve the 
success of surgeries to restore limbs and physical functions. 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/10/ 
141001102642.htm     
 

U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 

14 September 2014 – U.S.S. Avenger Chapter Meeting 
   Sometimes it’s good to explore just beyond one series, or 
one franchise, or even one genre. At this meeting, we did just 
that, with a discussion topic 
focused on the films of 
Pixar Animation Studios, 
which has offered films 
both within and outside of the science fiction and fantasy 
genres, including “Toy Story”, “Wall*E”, “Cars”, and so forth. 
Matt Rielly moderated a very enjoyable exploration of the work 
of this landmark studio, and we shared some of our favorite 
moments from Pixar’s films. and n was a lot of fun! 
   We also got a lot of business done, and added a number of 
new activities to our planned events list. (You can see the 
results of our discussions in this issue’s “Mission Docket”.) As a 

social group, the fun happens when folks get together, and I 
think that this meeting continued to demonstrate that. 
   The meeting was followed by an enjoyable repast down the 
road at the Omega Diner, where more fun chatter and 
socializing continued. If you haven’t visited us in a while, we 
hope you’ll come try another meeting or activity soon. 
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig) 
 
 

   Special thanks to those who have contributed to this column! 
It’s really appreciated. We invite anyone who went to an event 
and would like to share to also contribute a paragraph or two 
to this column! It’s quick and easy, and it’s great to share 
different views of what the club and its members are doing! 
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   If you are at all familiar with the legend of the Caped 
Crusader, the Dark Knight, whatever you want to call him…then 
you might recognize the following names: Selena Kyle. Oswald 
Cobblepot. Edward Nygma. Alfred Pennyworth. Jim Gordon. 
And let’s not forget the most significant name: Bruce Wayne. 
However, if you turn back the clock to a time when the heroes 
and villains many have come to know and love were unwitting 
early players in the decay of a great metropolis…and we don’t 
mean THAT Metropolis…you would have yourself one 
interesting backstory to witness of how they became to be. 
   That is the basic premise of the Batman prequel series called 
“Gotham”, currently airing on the Fox network. Although the 
series appears to be set in the present day, it is a tantalizing 

look back at how certain good guys and arch-villains got their 
start. Consider Episodes One, Two and 
Three of the Star Wars film franchise. 
If you saw the other three movies, you 
know that Luke Skywalker was actually 
the son of Darth Vader, and that the 
Dark Lord of the Sith was formerly 
Anakin Skywalker. The draw was that 
the prequels illustrated Anakin’s 
descent into the Dark Side, so you saw 
how he got there. “Gotham” follows a 
similar formula. 
   If you remember the 1989 film 
version of Batman with Michael Keaton 
and Jack Nicholson, there was a 

flashback sequence of when Bruce Wayne was but a lad, 
walking the troubled streets of Gotham into a tragic encounter 
with fate. So begins “Gotham”, with the brutal murder of 
Wayne’s parents. This was also to be young Bruce’s first 
encounter with a certain up-and-coming police detective named 
Jim Gordon. However, before Gordon would rise above all the 
corruption and darkness that were trademarks of his adopted 
city to become Police Commissioner, he would have to wade 
through the morass and mire that have been par for the 
course. With Master Wayne’s mother and father out of the 
picture, Alfred Pennyworth…the family’s loyal butler...has been 
tasked with keeping Bruce safe and warm. However, this would 
not automatically mean the boy would not delve into darker 
pursuits which would shape his persona and world view. 
   Detective Gordon is portrayed by Ben McKenzie in the new 
series. Like many other TV detectives, he has been assigned a 
partner. Donal Logue, who has also appeared in the series 
“Grounded for Life”, plays Detective Harvey Bullock. While he 
does his best to take the young Gordon under his wing, his 
motives and ethics are dubious at best. They wind up dealing 
with but a sample of Gotham’s seedy underworld. One such 
representative is crooked nightclub owner Fish Mooney, played 
by Jada Pinkett Smith. Her character answers to mob boss 
Carmine Falcone, with John Doman cast in that role. If you 
notice some creepy-looking pasty-skinned fellow who looks like 
he studied the acting of Crispin “Hellion” Glover, that would be 
Robin Lord Taylor. He plays Oswald Cobblepot, whom Fish’s 
henchmen have nicknamed...wait for it...Penguin. He ends up 
ratting on Mooney and disappearing after apparently being 

executed by Gordon, who tells him never to return while firing 
his weapon to make it appear to his partner Bullock that he 
actually sent Cobblepot to a watery grave. From this moment 
on, Cobblepot transforms into a deadly drifter. 
   Some characters are presently buried in the background for 
the most part. Case in point is Gotham Police forensics expert 
Edward Nygma. He has the habit of giving his answers in the 
form of riddles. Granted, he doesn’t use the riddle-me-this-
riddle-me-that speech...and this is long before he would even 
think of asking, “Who’s afraid of the big black...” well, you 
know. Cory Michael Smith fills Nygma’s shoes for this part. 
   A pivotal character...the one who actually witnessed the 
murder of Thomas and Martha Wayne...is teenage street urchin 

Selena Kyle. She prefers to go by the name “Cat”, and is often 
seen wearing goggles, usually perched 
out of the way on her forehead. She 
starts to spend a lot of time prowling 
the grounds of stately Wayne Manor, 
keeping close to the newly-orphaned 
Bruce Wayne. The boy, played by 
David Mazouz, is not really an orphan 
at this stage. His legal guardian is 
family retainer Alfred Pennyworth, 
played by Sean Pertwee. Viewers may 
be somewhat taken aback by the 
manner of this incarnation of Alfred, 
who has often been portrayed as a 
wise and gentle caretaker. Pertwee’s 

take on the character seems to take more of a tough-love 
approach, but he nevertheless vows to fill the roles that 
Thomas and Martha were sadistically robbed of in a Gotham 
back alley. 
   In addition to a man being framed and killed for the murder 
of the Waynes, viewers have so far been treated to a nefarious 
plot to traffic teenaged street kids overseas, masterminded by 
a shadowy figure called the Dollmaker. Although we have yet 
to see this character in the flesh, the Dollmaker is represented 
by two minions...one of whom is played with evil glee by a 
bespectacled Lili Taylor. This could be another enticing tidbit to 
keep watchers tuning in every week...dare we say same bat-
time, same bat-channel. 
   While the overall scenario and the characters seem to be a 
mite too familiar and a bit predictable, the pacing of the main 
story arc is sufficiently adequate to show where everything is 
going...but not so fast as to spoil any endings. Just when it 
appears one minor arc is wrapped up, the bigger picture is not 
being revealed enough to make viewers say “Okay, here comes 
Batman at last.” All we keep seeing are the characters 
muddling their way through an urban landscape, over which 
there always seem to be storm clouds. 
   “Gotham” does not just seem to be a realization of a time 
before Batman and Robin. It also seems gothic in scope, if you 
liken skyscrapers on an overcast day to medieval castles and 
cathedrals. You could think of it as another “Law and Order” 
franchise tweaked for the sensibilities of comic-book fans. Only 
here, you will not only see elements of various police 
procedurals over the years. In between the arrests and 

From the Belly of the Beast 

“Holy Flashback! A Look at Gotham” 

BY MATTHEW J. RIELLY 
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From the Belly of the Beast 

whatever the caper of the week is, you will see quietly tortured 
individuals evolve into personalities beyond their worst 
nightmares...and you will see tragic figures and those fighting 
to maintain some sense of morality rise up to become avengers 
and protectors. Although we may know the eventual 
destination, in this case, it’s all about the journey.    

Mini-Reviews 

BY JUDY WAIDLICH 

George Méliès Retrospective 
   I attended an evening of a George Méliès 
Retrospective on the first night of the New 
Jersey Film Fest. The evening of the French 
filmmaker’s work was hosted by Albert Nigrin, 
executive director of the Rutgers Film Co-op/
New Jersey Media Arts center. 
   The audience and I watched a number of 
his shorts–“Playing Cards”, “The Vanishing 
Lady”, “The Haunted Castle”, “The Four 
Troublesome Heads”, and “The Terrible 

Turkish Executioner”–with remarks and critiques by our host. 
Most of the attendees were his students. 

   The highlight of the evening was the colorized version of “A 
Trip to the Moon”, considered the first science fiction film, which 
premiered in 1902 and was based on the Jules Verne stories 
and possibly an H.G. Wells story. (Note: Color film was created 
by hand-coloring each frame.) It took five years to restore the 
color version, which was discovered in Spain. A new score was 
created (which I didn’t like as much, since it seemed not to fit 
the period piece; it sounded too modern for my taste). 
   We concluded the evening with some shorts about a trial of at 
that time, and “Rip’s Dream”, another longer length film about 
Rip Van Winkle. 
 
Artful – Author: Peter David 
   A very delightful read. An action-packed novel 
about Dickens’s Artful Dodger and vampires in 
London. I found it hard to put down. Other 
characters include Fagin (who turned out to be a 
vampire), a future queen of England, and 
Abraham Van Helsing, the son of a notable 
vampire hunter. Each chapter starts off with a 
condensed description of its contents in a 
humorous tone. The narration is by Jack 
Hawkins, aka the Artful Dodger, aka Dodger, and we see the 
events through his eyes as we learn about the presence of these 
creatures of the night and their plan to run the country. We also 
see how resourceful this street urchin can be, up against such 
stakes. 
 
 

The Light Fantastic – Author: Jeffrey Lang 
   A ST:TNG story including Data, his daughter Lal, 
and Professor Moriarty. It seems that the little 
program loop in which Moriarty was entrapped 
suffered damage when the Enterprise-D crashed 
on Veridian III. The story carries us through the 
life Moriarty led when he, in his belief, left the 
Enterprise. 
   But Moriarty’s “life” is degrading and he needs 
to restore it to bring back his family. He finds 

himself needing to look for help. Going through his life, with his 
wife and children, and seeing how it started to change and 
disappear, I found myself feeling sorry for the professor and his 

plight. But then that is pretty much changed as his tactics for 
getting it back are revealed. 
 
Seekers 1: Second Nature – Author: David Mack, and 
Seekers 2: Point of Divergence – Authors: Dayton Ward 
and Kevin Dilmore 
   Seekers 1 and Seekers 2 continue following the 
adventures of the crews of the starship Endeavour 
and the Archer-class scout ship Sagittarius as they 
continue to explore the Taurus Reach after the 
events of the “Vanguard” series. The Sagittarius 
crew set out to investigate a planet, but find 
Klingons and are thrown from survey to first 
contact to save the indigenous population while 
keeping the Klingons–a landing party from Kang’s 
ship (yes, that Kang). So there is the mayhem that 
only Klingons provide, as they search for 
something to give them more powerful weapons 
so the Empire can become more powerful; and 
space battles against the Klingons, and later with 
the Klingons. Edge of your seat stuff! When I was 
getting to the ending pages of the first novel and 
finding that the story ends on a cliffhanger (which 
was resolved by the second novel), I was saying, “Noooo!” 
Fortunately, I did not have to wait for publication since I had 
picked up the second book at Shore Leave (and I hadn’t begun 
reading until I was home from Shore Leave). It was good to 
pick up the with the crews of these two ships and see them 
struggle through the twists and turns in which they found 
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STARFLEET and Region 7 News 

 
 
 
 
STARFLEET News: 
 
** Executive Committee News: 

- ADM Laura Victor has been appointed as Chief of 
Computer Operations, upon confirmation by the 
Admiralty Board.  

 
** Admiralty Board Updates: 
   - MGEN Bruce O’Brien has resigned as the Region 11 

Coordinator. SMAJ Marie Smith has been elected as the 
next Region 11 Regional Coordinator.   

 
** A new Membership Processing PO box has been set up. 

Effective immediately, the new address for applications and 
Membership Processing inquiries sent by streetmail is: 
PO Box 2706 
Denver, CO 80201  

 
** Production on the STARFLEET Communiqué has caught 

up fully, though issues with the mailing permit have 
prevented the hard copy distribution of recent issues. All are 
posted in the database, however.  

 
** The winners of the Annual Web Awards Contest have 

been announced: 
- Most Impressive UI – U.S.S. Artemis - 
   http://www.ussartemis.com 
- Most Informative – U.S.S. Zavala - 
   http://www.usszavala.org 
- Most Elegant – U.S.S. Alba - http://www.ussalba.com  

 
** The Department of Technical Services (DTS) is seeking 

talented artists to help execute engineering drawings of 
starships and space stations. If you’re interested, 
contact ADM Alex Rosenzweig at shoc-dts@sfi.org or 
alexr1860@optimum.net, or by US Post at 980 Linwood 
Place North Brunswick, NJ  08902-2267.  

 
** STARFLEET Operations has announced 
the commissioning of the following chapter: 
   - U.S.S. Missouri, NCC-2224, based in 

Kansas City, MO, Region 12, VADM 
James Herring, Commanding  

 
** STARFLEET Shakedown Operations 
has announced the launching of the following chapters: 
   - U.S.S. Blackstone, NX-74918, based in North Little Rock, 

AR, Region 12, CMDR David Cross, Commanding 
   - U.S.S. Caroline, NX-63544, based in Newtowabbey, 

Ireland, Region 20, CMDR Ian Lawther, Commanding 
   - U.S.S. Freedom, NX-71817, based in Fayetteville, NC, 

Region 1, CMDR Heather Fikes, Commanding 
 
   - U.S.S. Sirius, NX-1744, based in Horseheads, NY, Region 

7, CMDR Marci Jansen, Commanding  

 

** STARFLEET Operations has announced the launching of 
the following shuttlecraft: 

   - Shuttlecraft Archimedes  NCC-1202/01 in College 
Station, TX, Region 3, Aboard Retribution Station 

 

** Membership Perks have been established for 
STARFLEET members. Here is where to find discount 
codes to all of our Membership Perk Partners: 

   - Surf to the STARFLEET Database at https://db.sfi.org/ 
   - Log on using your database ID (provided to you as part of      

your membership packet, but if you don't know what your      
User ID and password is, please contact the STARFLEET      
Help Desk) 

   - Click on the "MEMBER" button on the left side to show the      

menu of available member tools 
   - Click on the "MEMBERSHIP PERK" button. 

On this page, you'll see all of STARFLEET's Membership Perks 
and their discount codes for you to use! 
For more information about STARFLEET's Membership Perks, 
please visit: http://perks.sfi.org/ 

 
** STARFLEET International Conference News 
   - IC 2015 will be held in Niagara Falls, NY on 21-23 

August 2015, at the Conference & Event Center 
Niagara Falls.  

   - The IC2015 website and registration pages are now 
online and ready for you to enjoy!  You can find the 
website at: http://www.ic2015.com/ 

      Register for IC2015 through EventBrite at: http://
ic2015.eventbrite.com/ 

      Or visit the Facebook page for semi-regular updates about 
IC2015 and a video/picture walking tour of Niagara Falls 
at: https://www.facebook.com/IC2015 

   - IC 2015’s charities include the STARFLEET Scholarship 
Funds and the IC2015 Space Camp charity fund.  

   - IC 2016 has been announced. It will be held in Louisville, 
KY on 12-14 August 2016, at the Crowne Plaza 
Louisville Airport.  

 
 
 
 
Region 7 News: 
 
** 2014 Region 7 Conference News: 
   - The Conference was held at the Holiday Inn in Binghamton, 

NY on 3-5 October 2014, hosted by the U.S.S. Serling.  
 
** Future Region 7 Conferences: 
   - The 2015 Regional Conference will be held in Hanover, 

MD. 
Information on this event will be announced as it becomes 
available. 

 
** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet 

cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com)  For further 
info, contact Mike Stein at JusticeOC@aol.com or check out 
the Region 7 website at http://www.region7.com 
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IMAGE GALLERY—AVENGER ART BY DANIEL NEGRON 
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Star Trek Book News 

COMPILED BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek 
books... 
 
Available October 2014: 
 
ST: VOY: Acts of Contrition, by Kirsten Beyer 

   Admiral Kathryn Janeway has now taken 
command of the Full Circle Fleet. Her first 
mission: return to the Delta Quadrant and 
open diplomatic relations with the 
Confederacy of the Worlds of the First 
Quadrant, a civilization whose power rivals 
that of the Federation. Captain Chakotay 
knows that his choices could derail the 
potential alliance. While grateful to the 
Confederacy Interstellar Fleet for rescuing 
the Federation starships from an alien 
armada, Voyager’s captain cannot forget the 

horrors upon which the Confederacy was founded. 
   More troubling, it appears that several of Voyager’s old 
adversaries have formed a separate and unlikely pact that is 
determined to bring down the Confederacy at all costs. Sins of 
the past haunt the crew members of the Full Circle Fleet as 
they attempt to chart a course for the future. Will they learn 
much too late that some sins can never be forgiven…or 
forgotten?  
 
ST: All: Star Trek Pop-Ups  (Hardcover), by Paula M. 
Block and Terry J. Erdmann 
   A legendary sci-fi epic as you’ve 
never seen it before—including the 
Klingon Bird of Prey, the Bride of 
Chaotica, and the Enterprise herself, 
all literally bursting off the page. 
   Star Trek is one of the most 
enduring franchises in Hollywood 
entertainment history. Part of the 
public consciousness since 1966, it 
spans the worlds of television and the 
movies and counts millions of fans 
worldwide. Now Star Trek Pop-Ups delivers seven iconic Star 
Trek moments in a new way—popping off the page in three 
dimensions. From the original U.S.S. Enterprise in flight to the 
dreaded Borg cube from “The Next Generation” and beyond, 
here is an unforgettable series of alien encounters and thrilling 

action scenes, featuring memorable moments from “Deep 
Space Nine”, “Voyager”, and “Enterprise”. Bursting with energy 
and ingenuity, Star Trek Pop-Ups will capture the imaginations 
of fans young and old. Seven pop-ups and 25 illustrations, all in 
color. 
 
ST: TNG: Q are Cordially Uninvited...  (eBook Novella), by Rudy 
Josephs 
   The wedding of Captain Jean-Luc Picard to Doctor Beverly 
Crusher was a small, private affair overseen by the mayor of La 
Barre, France, and witnessed by the groom’s sister-in-law and 
the mayor’s wife. At least, that’s what the happy couple always 
told their friends. On the anniversary of that blessed day, 
however, Worf and Geordi La Forge manage to coax the real 

story out of the pair, to discover a tale of mythical 
treasure and a lost civilization in the Delta 
Quadrant. It all begins when the omnipotent being 
Q crashes the festivities, declaring himself best 
man and bringing along an unwilling guest as a 
surprise for the groom. 
 
 
Available November 2014: 
 
ST: DS9: Section 31: Disavowed, by David Mack 

   Amoral, shrouded in secrecy, and 
answerable to no one, Section 31 is the 
mysterious covert operations division of Star 
Fleet, a rogue shadow group committed to 
safeguarding the Federation at any cost. 
   Doctor Julian Bashir sacrificed his career 
for a chance to infiltrate Section 31 and 
destroy it from within. Now it’s asking him 
to help it stop the Breen from stealing a 
dangerous new technology from the Mirror 
Universe — one that could give the Breen 
control over the galaxy. 

   It’s a mission Bashir can’t refuse, but is it really the shot he’s 
been waiting for? Or is it a trap from which even his genetically 
enhanced intellect can't escape? 
 
 
Available December 2014: 
 
ST: TOS: Foul Deeds Will Rise, by Greg Cox 
   2288. The U.S.S Enterprise-A is on a vital 
peacekeeping mission in a remote solar 
system beyond the boundaries of the 
Federation, where two warring planets—
Pavak and Oyolo—are attempting to end 
years of bitter conflict. Crucial peace talks 
are being conducted aboard the Enterprise, 
even as Star Fleet weapons inspectors 
oversee the disarmament process. Losses 
and atrocities on both sides have left plenty 
of hard feelings behind, so Captain James T. 
Kirk has his work cut out for him, even as 
he unexpectedly runs into a disturbing figure from his past: 
Lenore Karidian. 

   Twenty years ago, the deadly daughter of Kodos the 
Executioner tried to kill Kirk, but she has since been declared 
sane and rehabilitated. Kirk wants to give her the benefit of the 
doubt and a second chance at life, but when a mysterious 
assassination threatens the already fragile peace process, all 
clues point toward Lenore–and the future of two worlds hangs 
in the balance. 
 
ST: DTI: The Collectors  (eBook Novella), by Christopher L. 
Bennett 
   From the author…  “...it’s a story I had a great deal of fun 
writing, delving deeper into two elements from Watching the 
Clock that I’ve been eager to explore in more depth: The 
Eridian Vault, where the DTI stores dangerous temporal 
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Ship’s BBS 

The Ship’s BBS was first introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where 
items of interest could be posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things do change from 
issue to issue, so keep checking back each issue, and if you’ve got an item you’d like to share, feel free to send it in.  

* Help Wanted! 
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help! 
The following positions are open: 
- Chief Security Officer: Serve on the senior staff, and be a 

leader of the members in the Security Division. Have a direct 
voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight security, safety, 
portable weaponry, police function, and small-unit ground 
tactics interests, both in the Trek Universe and in real life. 
(This position requires STARFLEET membership in good 
standing.) 

Contact CAPT Dave or ADM Alex if you’d like to volunteer! 
- Press Officer: Write and distribute press releases to the 

ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media 

personnel, and help craft our club image to the world at 
large! 

- Storytellers: See “Avenger Fiction Update” later in this 
column. 

Contact CAPT Dave or ADM Alex if you’d like to volunteer! 
 
* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love 
to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our 
members bring to the group, and can be as simple as 
something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy! 
Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event 
Planner and begin your adventure today. Event Planners 
contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners 
and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship 
meeting. This is a way for everyone to find out the details of 
what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to 
do! We need your help, because if no one coordinates events, 
they don’t happen!! 
 
* Internet Resources: 
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the 
Internet! Check ‘em out... 
-  The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can 

find information about your fellow crewmates and read online 
logs from your division chief:  http://www.ussavenger.org/ 

-  Another great way to contact your STARFLEET buddies is 
through Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be found 
on the Avenger site. Go to the Internet Resources link on the 
navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow the 

instructions about IRC. NOTE: To access the IRC servers, 
use: 

   chat.trekfan.org 
   Port 6667 
 The main STARFLEET channel is #Fleetchat, and Avenger 

maintains its own channel at #avenger 
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated 

news from the Avenger via email and special website 
features. Check it out at: 

 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-sfi  
- Avenger is also well-represented on Facebook, with both a 

page and a group. The page is generally updated with 
information directed more to the general public, while the 

group includes more of the discussions, events 
announcements, and cross-chatter among members and 
friends. The URLs are: 

 Avenger Facebook Group: http://www.facebook.com/
groups/27371220186/ 

 Avenger Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
USS-Avenger/159162957480482 

-  Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF 
format, on the Avenger website. 

 
* Our CaféPress Store: You can buy Avenger stuff online like 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads, etc at the CafePress 
Avenger Store, featuring our logo. It can be found at: http://
www.cafepress.com/ussavenger  
 
* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is there something you’d like 
that we’re not offering at the Avenger Store? Check out 
CaféPress’s product list, and if you see something there that 
you’d like and that’s not available in our store, contact Avenger 
Command and let them know. 
 
* Look at the spiffy poster on the next page and go buy 
one! The Avenger Cutaway Poster, done by artist Chris Allan, is 
a detailed poster that matches up with the official Avenger 
Blueprints and gives a fascinating look inside our vessel. Take a 
look! It’s at our CaféPress store: http://www.cafepress.com/
ussavenger 
 
 

Star Trek Book News 

artifacts (sort of a “Warehouse 13” for time travel), and the 
mysterious Agent Jena Noi of the 31st-century Federation 
Temporal Agency.” 
 
ST: All: Ships of the Line  (Hardcover), edited by 
Margaret Clark and Doug Drexler 
   This new hardcover book will collect just about all the images 
from the “Ships of the Line” calendar series, including all those 
previously published in the first Ships of the Line book back in 

2006, plus an additional 
75 images from calendars 
since then. Doug Drexler 
and Margaret Clark return 
to edit, with text 
commentary from Michael 
Okuda.  
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* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested 
members are invited to join a community called Project 
SIMELE. “SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET In the Movie and 
Early Lost Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of 
STARFLEET who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are 
fictionally set in the timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the 
Star Trek Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the 
Avenger.) It’s designed to provide a venue for members to 
share resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in 
this era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative fiction, and 
so forth. Come check the group out at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/ 
 
* Avenger Blueprints! 
Do you find yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty 
while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of 
these spiffy blueprint maps! 
 
From the Federation Frontiers 
publishing office, we are 
pleased to offer General Plans 
for the Avenger-Class Heavy 
Frigate. No starship, save the 
famous line of those named 
Enterprise, has received this 
much attention to detail.   
 
The twenty (20) sheet set includes: 
    - Construction history 
    - Ship's directory 
    - Six (6) external views 
    - Full starship specifications  

    - Equipment listing (with system contractors) 
    - Four (4) cross-section views 
    - Plan views of all eleven  decks at 1:600 scale 
    - Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main 

engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay, 
transporter complex, and auxiliary control. 

 
For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at 
mrupprecht@hindlepowerinc.com, or just visit the Federation 
Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star Trek 
technical documents: http://federationfrontiers.tripod.com/
fh1860/ 
 
The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate General Plans cost a mere 
$10.00 for Avenger crew members, and can be purchased 
directly from Alex Rosenzweig. You can also buy the plans via 
mail order for $12, which includes shipping charges. Money 
orders are preferred, and will speed delivery. However, 
personal checks are acceptable and should be payable to 

“Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for 
$15.00 and deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order, 
simply print out the handy order form at web site, or send your 
name, address, e-mail address, number and type of sets 
desired, along with your check or money order, to the following 
address: 
   Federation Frontiers 
   c/o Michael C. Rupprecht 
   3711 Bloomingdale Drive 
   Hillsborough, NJ  08844-5531 
 
* Avenger Fiction Update 
- A new story, in which a beacon’s signal draws the Avenger to 

an unexplored star system, has had its first draft completed. 
After a few more checks, it will be ready for beta reads. 
Volunteers wanted! 

- Contributions of stories set in the Avenger’s fictional universe, 
of any length, are welcome and sought! 

- Ideas and suggestions for future possible group collaborations 
are welcomed, too. Feel free to send them to ADM Alex, or 
even pitch them to the Avenger’s e-mail list. 

- Suggestions for interesting characters to fill open spots in 
Avenger’s fictional crew are wanted! You can provide just 
some rough notes, or a full character file. If you’d like to get 
in on the fun, check in with ADM Alex. 

- And don’t forget to work on keeping your own main 
character’s file up-to-date, too! Or create one if you haven’t 
done so yet. Check with ADM Alex for assistance if you need 
it. 

 
* Quote for this Issue: 
“The world is a dangerous place to live; not because of the 

people who are evil, but because of the people who don’t do 
anything about it.” – Albert Einstein         

Ship’s BBS 
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The Avenger in Fiction 

“Good Omens” 

BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

   “Space, The Final Frontier...  These are the continuing 
voyages of the starship Avenger. Her ongoing mission: to 
explore strange, new worlds; to seek out new life and new 
civilizations; to boldly go where no one has gone before.” 
 
   Many members’ questions have dealt with the fictional 
Avenger. Since we call for members to make up personnel files 
for their characters and invite them to write stories in the 
“Avengerverse”, members want to know just how our fictional 
universe works. What does the fictional Avenger do? How does 
it fit into the Star Trek Universe as portrayed on TV and in the 
films, books, comics, etc.? To answer these questions, and to 
(hopefully) keep you folks entertained, this series of articles was 

born.  
 
   In this issue, we bring you a 
small “slice of life” vignette, a quick 
peek at an average incident on an 
average day aboard ship. It’s often 
been said that one doesn’t have to 
write a long opus to contribute to 
Avenger Fiction. This is an example. 
Feel free to write and share short 
pieces of your own. 
 
GOOD OMENS 
By Alex Rosenzweig 
 
   “Captain’s Log, Stardate 11409.26: 

The U.S.S. Avenger is maintaining course through Sector 
34219, on a mission to investigate the star system listed 
on Federation star charts as Ganvar. The fourth planet in 
the system is Class M, and two others are Class K. All 
three have been identified as being unusually rich in 
mineralogical and biological resources by a Star Fleet scout 
vessel which recently passed through the area. Equally 
significant, the scout detected no evidence of intelligent 
life in this system, which would greatly simplify access to 
the resources believed to be present. The Avenger has 
been ordered to conduct a more thorough survey of the 
system, confirm the absence of intelligent life, and analyze 
the nature and extent of any resources that may be 
sufficiently valuable for development.” 

 
   Fleet Captain David Lynch, the commanding officer of the 
starship Avenger, tapped the control that deactivated the log 
recorder and leaned back in the command chair, practiced eyes 
taking in the data that danced across the displays positioned 
around the bridge. The ship was running smoothly, and they 
were making good time en route to the Ganvar System. Crew 
morale was good, and for once it seemed like there might not 
be a crisis this time out. 
   Lynch squashed that line of thinking, since long experience 
had taught him that it was just when one started to relax that 
the universe threw a curve ball. 
   “ETA to Ganvar?” he asked Lieutenant M’reen, who was at the 
Navigation station for this shift. 

   “Roughly eight hourrrs, sirrr,” the Caitian navigator said, after 
a quick glance at her console displays. “And the courrrse 
appearrrs clearrr and frrree of obstacles.” 
   “Very good,” Lynch replied. He leaned back in his chair and 
picked up a padd to review the latest of the ship’s status 
reports. 
 
   It was a short time later that Science Officer Elbrun looked up 
from her sensor displays. “Captain, I’m getting an odd reading. 
It looks like...wavicle life-forms.” 
   “Indeed?” Commander Setak’s eyebrows went up. “That 
would be notable.” 
   “Bring us out of warp,” Lynch ordered. As the ship slowed to 

impulse speeds, the fleet captain 
turned to Setak and asked, How 
so?” He wasn’t familiar with 
wavicle life-forms, but both Setak 
and Elbrun seemed to know about 
them. 
   “Wavicle life-forms are a sort of 
cross between energy and matter,” 
Elbrun explained. “They’re not 
commonly seen, but have been 
logged by various star travelers 

over time. One of the better-known incidents was recorded by 
the U.S.S. Enterprise in 2269.” 
   “Wavicle beings have been known to interact with other life-
forms, as well,” Setak added. “Some theories suggest a 
particular relationship with plasmacytes such as Regulan blood 
worms, though research is sufficiently limited that there are no 
clear conclusions as yet. But it has been encounters in space 
that have been of the greatest note, often being viewed as 
particularly auspicious, akin to dolphins accompanying sailing 
vessels on Earth, centuries ago.” 
   “But why?” Lynch was still curious. 
   “Captain, look!” exclaimed Lieutenant J.G. Romany from the 
Helm Station. He pointed at the main viewer. 
   In moments, every eye on the bridge was focused on the 
viewer. Soaring in from an angle relatively “above” the ship, two 
shining, sparkling beings approached. They almost seemed to 
shimmer, and as they changed direction, the crew could see 
that they had two great winglike extensions. The creatures 
spent several minutes executing wide loops and gyrations 
around the Avenger, by turns graceful and playful. 
   “That’s why,” said Elbrun. “Aren’t they beautiful?” 
   “Fantastic,” said Lieutenant Sesay from Communications. 
   After a while, the two life-forms arced away from the 
Avenger, soaring back into the depths of space as silently as 
they had come. Looking around the bridge, Lynch saw smiles on 
almost every face (of course excepting Setak, and even the 
executive officer looked satisfied). 
   “Keep them on visual as long as you can,” he said, realizing 
that he was smiling, himself. “Let’s enjoy this while we have an 
opportunity.” 
   “There may not be another,” Setak added. “In a way, we have 
become a part of history.” 
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“Asteroids”, by Dave Metlesits (from DeviantArt) 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

“A Thousand Worlds”, by Tobias Richter 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

“Starbase 98”, by “Devilman” 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

   Sesay kept the visual pickups trained on the creatures as they 
flew away, spiraling and pirouetting as they went. Finally, their 
glow was lost among the stars. 
   “All right,” Lynch said softly, leaning back in his chair. “We’d 
better get back to work. Maybe seeing a pair of sparkle-dancers 
will prove auspicious for us, too. At least we can hope so. But 
we won’t find out ‘til we get to Ganvar, right?” 
   “Correct,” Setak agreed. 
   “Mr. Romany, let’s get back underway then. Take us back into 
warp.” 
   “Aye, aye, sir,” Romany answered, and the ship surged into 
warp and back on course to accomplish its mission. 
 
The End   
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
   In future articles, we'll continue to talk about what's aboard 
the ship, how various systems work, crew specifics, etc. 
(Members are urged to suggest topics. If there's something you 
want to know about the ship, chances are that someone else 
wants to know, too. So send in your questions, and we'll try to 
get answers for you in upcoming columns.) 
   This column also supports short stories! Stories should be no 
more than 4 pages in 10-point type, and can be about anything 
in the Avenger Universe. (Serializations are also accepted, but 

the story must be submitted complete, and arrangements with 
the column editor and Avenger News editor for serialization will 
be made ahead of time.) We hope everyone will take the 
opportunity to contribute to the tales of the Avenger. 
   To help you out, we’re also running story ideas each issue. 
These aren’t fleshed out, but are jumping-off points from which 
stories may evolve. If you do see an idea listed here that you’d 
like to build a story from, let me know, so that we don’t get 
multiple members working on the same idea. And here we have 
the next suggestions... 
 
   1] If your Avenger fictional avatar (or an NPC) aspires to be a 
ship commander, what possible curve balls are thrown at them 
during their Kobayashi Maru scenario, and how do they react?   
   2] “What Kind of Day Has This Been?” - A day (or even just a 

shift) in the life of your fictional avatar.   
 
   Finally, as a part of this series, we include character-files of 
members of the crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-file, 
great! If not, why not try making one? We'll try to publish one 
or two each issue, as space and contributions permit. We’re 
always looking for members to create files for their own 
characters. If you’re interested in creating a file for your 
fictional character, or updating an existing file, contact ADM 
Rosenzweig for help/information. 

 

The Avenger in Fiction 

“Trouble to Port—U.S.S. Alexander”, by William “Tallguy’ Thomas 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

IMAGE GALLERY 
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19 October 2014 – Avenger  Gaming Afternoon 
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 1:00 PM – 4:45 PM 
The Command Staff Training Program has concluded, but we still have a couple of dates reserved at the library, so for October 
we’ve chosen an afternoon of gaming. Board games, card games, whatever folks would like to do, let’s play! Dinner and 
socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun! 
Event Coordinator: FCAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com 
 
26 October 2014 – Avenger  Fiction Workshop 
Your Home, via Skype, 8:00 PM 
We’ll explore the amazing fictional universe of the U.S.S. Avenger. Story ideas, character development, and more! Bring ideas, 
questions, whatever’s on your mind, and we can chat about it. Please make sure ADM Alex has your Skype information, so he 
can add you to the call. This on-line approach is something new for this activity, and we’ll be very interested to see if it helps 
boost participation! 
Event Coordinator: ADM Alex Rosenzweig, alexr1860@optimum.net 
 
9 November 2014 – Avenger  Ship Meeting 
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM 
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “Axanar” Update. A look at where things are in the production of this 
landmark Star Trek production. The first Kickstarter for the main movie raised over $600,000, and production is moving forward! 
Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun! 
Event Coordinator: FCAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com 
 
15 November 2014 – Group Viewing of “Interstellar” 
AMC Loews New Brunswick Theater, Route 1 Southbound, New Brunswick, NJ, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM (Exact Time TBD, Pending 
Showing Schedules) 
All too suitable for a club that has a starship as its motif, we’ll gather for a group viewing of the film “Interstellar”. The film’s 
synopsis reads: “When a wormhole (which theoretically can connect widely-separated regions of spacetime) is discovered, 
explorers and scientists unite to embark on a voyage through it, transcending the limits of human space travel. Among the 
travelers is a widowed engineer, who has to decide to leave behind his two children to join the voyage with the goal of saving 
humanity.” The film stars Matthew McConaughey and Anne Hathaway. 
We’ll follow the film with lunch and further discussion/socializing. 
Event Coordinator: ADM Alex Rosenzweig, alexr1860@optimum.net 
Event Website: http://www.interstellar-movie.com/ 
 
23 November 2014 – A Look Back: “Star Trek: The Motion Picture” 
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 1:00 PM – 4:45 PM 
You might not realize it, but this year is the 35th Anniversary of the premiere of the first Star Trek feature film, “Star Trek: The 
Motion Picture”. To honor this anniversary, we’ll watch the film together, and then discuss the film, our memories of it, and what 
we think of both the original release and the newer edits that we’ve seen since then. Come join us for an afternoon of exploring 
a landmark in Star Trek’s history! Dinner and socializing to follow. 
Event Coordinator: FCAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com 
 
6 December 2014 – Trip to New Hope and Peddler’s Village 
New Hope and Lahaska, PA, Approx. 2:00 PM 
Join us as we mark the holiday season with a trip to New Hope and Peddler’s Village. We’ll start the afternoon in New Hope, 

exploring the quirky and unusual shops for which the town is famous, and then, late in the afternoon, we’ll travel on to Peddler’s 
Village to explore more shops and enjoy the holiday decorations and lights after sunset. 
Event Coordinator (Tent.): ADM Alex Rosenzweig, alexr1860@optimum.net 
Event Website: http://www.peddlersvillage.com/ 
 
14 December 2014 – Avenger  Ship Meeting 
Norm Van Houten’s Home, 27 Wilshire Road, Edison, NJ, 2:00 PM 
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: 2014 Holiday Party. Dinner to be provided by our host. Thanks, 
Norm! 
Event Coordinator: FCAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com  
 
NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can make 
the proper arrangements. Thanks! 

Mission Docket 

Upcoming Events 
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Avenger News 147 Deadline: November 20, 2014 
Please send all submissions to Alex Rosenzweig 

alexr1860@optimum.net 

The Next Meeting of the U.S.S. Avenger will be: 
Sunday, November 9, 2014 

2:00 PM 
 

North Brunswick Public Library 
880 Hermann Road 

North Brunswick, NJ  08902 
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org 

U.S.S. Avenger 
331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17 

Linden, NJ  07036-5695 


