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Hi, all,  
 
   The last couple of months have been a bit busy. There have 
been meetings, picnics, outings, and a Command Staff Training 
session. If you haven’t been coming out to any of these things, 
why not? You are missing out on a lot of fun things! Part of 
being a member of the U.S.S. Avenger is the ability to come 
out, socialize with your fellow members, and have some fun. 
   As a note, the Command Staff Training Sessions are not 
limited to just the Command Staff; they are open to everyone. 
These training sessions are a good way to learn what goes into 
running our chapter. When I designed the Training Program, it 
was my hope to train not only the current Command Staff on 
what goes into doing our jobs, but to also train the future 
leaders of the U.S.S. Avenger. We are also trying to incorporate 
fun events into the training sessions. So far, I have been 
disappointed by the turnout. Please come on out and learn 
what goes on behind the scenes of the chapter. 
   I have also been disappointed with the recent low turnout to 
our various events. I would love to see everyone come out and 
have a good time, no matter what we are doing. Events can be 
anything and suggested by anyone, not just one or two people. 
During the remainder of the year we have quite a few activities 
scheduled. Please watch the Facebook Page and Yahoo Group 
for these events, dates, and times. 
   At a recent Command Staff meeting, the Division Chiefs were 
asked and reminded to keep in touch with the members of their 
Divisions. If you do not hear from them, please let both myself 

and Alex know, so that we are aware that it is not happening 
and may deal with it. An important thing that we have been 

imparting to them is the need for contact and passing on of 
upcoming events and related information. 
   Next year is our 30th Anniversary. We are asking everyone to 
let us know what it is you would like to do for this major 
milestone. So far, the general feeling–based on what the 
Facebook and Yahoo Group Polls are indicating–is that most 
folks would prefer to have this event at a VFW hall and within a 
$30-$40 price range. Please take a moment to go to either 
Facebook or the Yahoo Group and vote in these polls. We need 
your input on this event. 
   On a happier note, for those who haven’t been out to recent 
events or haven’t been paying attention to Facebook, our Chief 
of Communications, Lt. Commander Jennifer Thompson, and I 
are now engaged to be married. We are planning to marry prior 
to this year’s Regional Conference. 
   Speaking of the Regional Conference, I encourage everyone 
to take the time to attend this event. It will be held the 
weekend of October 3 through 5, 2014 at the Holiday Inn 
located in Binghamton, New York, and will be hosted by the 
U.S.S. Serling. Their theme is (of course) Rod Serling. Come on 
out and have a great time, meet fellow Region 7 and 
STARFLEET members, and attend my panel about the 
Command Staff Training Program (hint, hint).   
 
Until next time,   
 
Dave 
 

Fleet Captain Dave Lynch  
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Greetings, all! 
 
   I hope everyone’s well! Summer has been moving right 
along, and our chapter has been doing lots of stuff! I hope 
you’ve taken the time to join in on some of the cool events. 
Whether it was relaxing at a picnic or exploring historic ships, 
or learning about Marvel superheroes and special agents, the 
Avenger’s been exploring the worlds of Trek, of sci-fi and 
fantasy, and even the real world. We’ve also been working on 
some really excellent meeting discussion topics, and I want to 
take a moment to thank the folks who have stepped up not 
only to suggest topics, but to lead them, too! For a while, it 
started to feel like I was the topic leader at every meeting, and 

even though I do like to talk, that didn’t seem right. So I 
brought this point up in the spring (even talked about it in this 
column last issue), and several folks have picked up the banner 
and will be discussion leaders in the months to come. Oh, I’ll 
do a couple, too, but it’s not just MY club; it belongs to all of 
you, and we want to talk about stuff that gets you excited, too! 
Just check out “Mission Docket” and you can see some of the 
topics. As usual, though, if there’s something you’d like to 
share but haven’t seen listed as a topic, by all means, volunteer 
to share. Hey, maybe it’s something we’re not familiar with, but 
might really enjoy! And as you can see, we’re not limiting ideas 
to Trek. We’ve done everything from Trek, to Pern, to ships 
from all different kinds of sci-fi. And we welcome the chance to 
explore even more. So, please come share your ideas and 
enthusiasm with us. 
 
   Speaking of stuff that might well be worth enthusiasm, by 
the time you read this, a new Star Trek series will have begun! 
Oh, it’s not a TV series. Rather, it’s a new series of novels, 
called, “Star Trek: Seekers”. The first book will be on the 
shelves now (as you read this, not as I write it), and the 
second book will be out at the end of August. It’s set in the 
timeframe of the late part of the original five-year mission 
(either overlapping or just following the third season of TOS 
and TAS). It’s also a follow-on to “Star Trek: Vanguard”. Now, 
many of you know that I LOVED “Vanguard”. It’s my favorite 
Trek series, so a follow-on is naturally exciting to me. It’s going 

to be something of a change of pace, though. “Vanguard” dealt 
with some pretty heavy-duty stuff, and was a big, epic tale. 
This series will deal with some of the characters we met in 
“Vanguard”, but word is that “Seekers”–which will follow the 
ongoing exploratory missions of the starships Endeavour and 
Sagittarius–will be a bit lighter and more exploration-and-
discovery-oriented, a bit more like “Classic Trek” itself. It’s 
interesting, really; after a period of very heavy political stuff, 
we’re also starting to see that in the “Next Generation” books. 
Maybe the editors have decided that, following all the darker 
stuff, the audience needs a bit of a break. 
   That could be a neat discussion topic, too. What tone do you 
prefer for Trek, the dark, heavy stuff or the lighter, more 

adventure oriented material? Feel free to send comments in to 
Avenger News, or maybe we could schedule that for a meeting 
topic sometime, too. Let us know, okay? 
 
   Also, please don’t forget about the 2014 recruiting program. 
If you actively recruit new people to join STARFLEET and the 
chapter, there are some cool reward incentives for YOU! We 
recommend having folks join STARFLEET first, and that’s 
because they can then join the chapter at no additional charge, 
whereas it doesn’t work the same way the other way around. 
So if you have friends or acquaintances who enjoy Star Trek 
and/or science fiction, and who might like to meet and hang 
out with others who share those interests, don’t hesitate to 
encourage them to check us out. And if the people you recruit 
get active themselves, the rewards to you are even greater! So 
go out, recruit folks, and reap the rewards. 
 
   And that’s it from me for now! Enjoy the rest of this issue of 
Avenger News! Have fun, and don’t forget “Mission Docket” for 
neat upcoming events. Take care, and ‘til next time… 
 
Ad Astra! 
 
Alex  
 

ADM Alex Rosenzweig  

Executive Thoughts 

BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 
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   I have one promotion to report!!!!!!!!!!!! Haven’t I told you 
how much I like seeing people earning promotions!?!?!?!?!?!?! 
Congratulations go out to Lt. Commander Mike 
Rupprecht!!!!!!!!! So, if you want to see me so excited, it’s not 
too hard. Please join us at upcoming events. For example, we 
have the Command Staff Training, where you can learn the 
behind-the-scenes of running the chapter and other exciting 
stuff. 
   Our picnic was really great. There was lots of food and 
people, including those from the Challenger. It was great 
seeing them, especially since I was sick and could not get to 
the Challenger picnic. My foot prevented me from attending the 
Penn’s Landing trip, and in July, having to replace my car 
battery – the car got me home from the meeting and then 
wouldn’t start again – and Phantom (my cat) running up a 
huge vet bill has dented the finances and kept me watching 
pennies where I can (but still committed to going to Shore 
Leave). 
   I’ve slowed down the Academy attack, mostly due to 
becoming the Director of the College of Engineering. It is very 
active and keeps me busy. Unusual problems crop up, like the 
current Commander, STARFLEET’s signature being in the 
certificates, but it being only visible in Open Office. I’ve been 
busy taking them out. By the way, the schematics courses 
through the School of Starship Design are fast (remember, you 
can rack up points, and eventually earn promotions), and in the 
School of Engineering History, there is a course that involves 

identifying starships based on their silhouettes (SOEH 205). 
   I’m plugging along with some history books for the Marine 
Academy Challenge; I need to pick up some Trek books, 
especially for Shore Leave. 
   I’m hoping to get out to the NY Ren Faire since I’ve paid for 
two tickets, and maybe some other ren faires , more C-Staff 
training sessions, Avenger meetings, the recruitment op in 
Phillipsburg, and the Region 7 Conference. But first comes 
Shore Leave!!!!!!!!!!!!! Richard Dean Anderson is a guest, so I 
get to see MacGyver. 
   I’ve enjoyed the plays I’ve seen at the Shakespeare Theatre 
in Madison (Sherman Howard was in “The Tempest” and “The 
Devil’s Disciple” was a Shaw work. I enjoyed it better than the 
movie with Kirk Douglass and Burt Lancaster.). I also took in 
“Grease” at the Papermill playhouse, which had been readapted 
to include songs from the movie. I could have done without 
that. 
   If we haven’t done anything you want to do, speak up and 
see if anyone else is interested. I am taking the first full week 
of August off and plan on going around New Jersey and maybe 
Pennsylvania, and taking in some Revolutionary War sites (do 
you want to guess what those history books were?). I hope to 
see everyone at our various events. 
 
   Take care until next time.  

Judy 

Second Officer’s Report 

BY JUDY WAIDLICH 

INDIVIDUAL U.S.S. AVENGER RENEWAL $10.00  
(Family Memberships $12.50) 

FOR STARFLEET MEMBERS, AVENGER MEMBERSHIP IS FREE! 
Your subscription lasts for six issues.  With any luck and a lot of good will, they will be delivered in PDF format to a registered 

forum online.  Free Adobe Reader downloads available on the web - for a printed copy of your newsletter, just hit PRINT!  But if 
you want us to mail them to ya’ anyhow, please add $5.00. 

Make out check or money order payable to USS Avenger.   

331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17,  Linden, NJ 07036-5695   

You can also renew at any ship meeting for your stamp-saving budget 

 

Join the International fun of STARFLEET at www.sfi.org  $10.00 gets you four electronic issues of the Communiqué (and $20.00 
gets you four hard copy issues) and access to the many fun programs STARFLEET offers. It also means that your next renewal 

with the Avenger is FREE! 

MEMBERSHIP ALLEY 
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Roster Update 

Additions--Welcome Aboard! 
1) Ensign Andrew Taylor 
Laboratory Technician 
166 Jones Avenue 
New Brunswick, NJ  08901-2875 
(732) 258-1850 
E-Mail: andyct1982@gmail.com 
 
2) Lieutenant (Brev.) Patrick Hebert 
Assistant Chief Science Officer 
E-Mail: visual_inspiration@icloud.com 

Promotions—Congratulations! 
1) Lieutenant Michael Rupprecht to Lt. Commander 
2) Ensign Suzie Choi to Ensign 1st Class 
 
Changes and Revisions—Where Are They Now? 
1) Colonel Amber Stronach should now be listed as Associate/
Isaac. 

IMAGE GALLERY 

“Opening Credits 3”,  
by Scott Gammans 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

The 2014 U.S.S. Avenger  

Recruiting Program 

   For 2014, with the approval of the Command Staff, the 
following program has been put into effect, beginning in 
January: 

 
   If a member of the Avenger... 

 Recruits one member to STARFLEET and/or the chapter, 

that member will get one year's membership paid for. (In 
most cases, that will be a STARFLEET membership, since 
the chapter is then mostly free, except for a hardcopy 
newsletter if desired.) 

 Recruits two (2) to four (4) members to STARFLEET 

and/or the chapter, that member will get a free 
STARFLEET/Avenger renewal plus a $25 gift certificate/
card at either Barnes & Noble or a store of the member's 
choice. 

 Recruits five (5) or more members, to STARFLEET and/

or the chapter, that member will get a free STARFLEET/
Avenger renewal plus a $50 gift certificate/card at either 
Barnes & Noble or a store of the member's choice. 

 If the new recruits get active and involved (as opposed 

to being just names on a roster) over a period of three 
(3) months or longer, we'll double the monetary reward. 

   Any member who puts in the effort to recruit new members 
to the group will also receive a recruiting commendation 
certificate. 
 
   Please note that this can apply to being instrumental in 
convincing former members to reactivate a membership, as 
well as to recruiting people who’ve never been members 
before. It doesn’t, though, count for your own renewal. 
   Also, as a reminder, anyone who visits us at a meeting or 
activity, and chooses to join right then and there, can receive a 
25% discount  on their 

membership. (If they join {or 
renew with} STARFLEET online, 
we will reimburse them in cash.) 
 
   So, go on out there and recruit. 
If you know folks who like Star 
Trek or sci-fi, invite them to join 
STARFLEET and the Avenger! As 
you can see, there are some 
pretty nice rewards in this year’s 
program, so we invite you to take 
advantage of them and help the 
club grow.  
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U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 

BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

   This column, in accordance with the Avenger Officer’s 
Manual, is “a regular report of crew activities, in the form of a 
column in Avenger News or as a separate mailing. It started 
out with the idea of being a roundup of divisional activities, but 
is being retooled into a more general summary of chapter 
events and highlights. As such, if there’s something you’d like 
to share with the group—an idea, a suggestion, a personal 
milestone, etc.—feel free to let me know and it can get 
included. “SitRep” is a term used typically by the military or 
other government groups. It’s an abbreviation for “Situation 
Report”, a report given to both senior officers and subordinate 
staff to make sure that, put simply, they know what’s going on. 
And that’s what we do here. 
 
Onward...   
 

DIVISIONS: 
 

Command: 
 
   FCAPT Dave continues his day-to-day administration of 
the chapter. He also continues to chair the Command 
Staff Training Program. In fact, he will be leading a 
panel on the Command Staff Training Program at the 

2014 Regional Conference, so come on up and give him 
support! 
   The XO's office has continued to focus on activity-
shepherding and newsletter work. The biggest challenge 
remains getting members to participate, as well as to 

encourage others to bring ideas to the table. 
   ADM Alex did have to miss the August Ship meeting, by 
virtue of representing Avenger at the STARFLEET International 
Conference, and had to miss the Command Staff Training 
Session due to a family emergency. 
   Meanwhile, Avenger News #144 was finished in mid-June. 
Issue #145 has, unfortunately, been running late, and as of 
this writing will probably be released in early September. 
   The Second Officer has continued maintaining the Promotion 
System and monitoring for the next promotions. She has also 
been updating the database. Two promotions have been 
announced recently (see “Roster Update”). Ill health and 
unexpected expenses meant she had to miss a few activities, 
but she’s been looking forward to getting back on track with 
those. RADM Judy has also been attending the Command Staff 
Training Sessions and doing lots of work at the Academy. 
   The Command Division has also been working together on 
preparations for the ship’s recruiting operation at Nevermoor 
Games in September!   
      

Sciences: 
 
   CMDR Sarah Bolick reports that the position of 
Assistant Chief Science Officer has been filled. Newly-
transferred Lieutenant (Brev.) Patrick Hebert has come 
aboard and will now be supporting Sarah and the 

members of Sciences. Welcome, Patrick! Glad to have you 
aboard! Now, everybody else, you, too, can say hi to Patrick! 

   Sarah would also like to welcome Andy Taylor to the division 
and the ship! 
   Sarah still hopes to hear back from Sciences members and 
have some fun conversations about Trek and science.   
   

Medical: 
 
   LCDR Jason Blackstone reports that things have been 
quiet in the Medical Division. Assistant CMO VADM 
Susan Bolick has submitted this issue’s Medical Division 
column.   

 

Operations: 
 
   CMDR Norm Van Houten reports that, aside from his 
own ongoing assistance in getting the newsletter 
mailed out to those receiving it in hard copy (thanks, 
Norm!), Operations has remains quiet. OpsDiv 

members, don’t forget to say hi to Norm from time to time!      
 

Engineering: 
 
   CAPT Matt Rielly continues to participate in the 
Command Staff Training Program initiated by our CO. 
   Matt has continued to update division members 
regarding details on future activities, events, and other 

significant goings-on as more information is made available.        
 

Communications: 
 
   The Communications Division has been mostly quiet, 
though LCDR Jennifer Thompson has continued her 
attempts to communicate with the members of the 
Communications Division. She’d really love to hear 

back, so say hi, folks!        
 

Security: 
 
   COL Amber Stronach has chosen to transfer from the 
Avenger to the U.S.S. Isaac, which is based in Region 
11. She’ll continue to be an Associate Member aboard 
Avenger, though. However, that also means that the 

position of Chief of Security is open again! So we’re looking for 
an interested member to step up and help lead the chapter. 
(See more info in “Ship’s BBS”.) We thank COL Stronach for her 

help and support, and wish her well on her new assignment. 
   Meanwhile, FCAPT Dave continues to serve as OIC of the 
769th Marine Strike Group.    
   
(If your division isn’t included here, there wasn’t any division-
specific news this issue. For anyone interested in ideas for or 
assistance in developing divisional activity, feel free to contact 
your division chief and/or the XO.) 
 

GENERAL: 
 
   Activity-wise, the Avenger’s schedule has continued with lots 
of activities to choose from. Attendance has remained a 



AVENGER NEWS #145— AUGUST 2014 7  

problem, though, and we’re continuing to try various 
approaches to try to improve response. This is something we 
hope that all of you will help with. 
   Our recent activities have included, in addition to the 
meetings: 
 

 Command Staff “Training Sessions” Covering Executive 

Command Staff Duties and Recruiting 

 Day at Penn’s Landing 

 A trip to the S.H.I.E.L.D. Station Exhibition 

 Shore Leave 

 STARFLEET International Conference 

 
Looking ahead, we see activities including: 

 

 Nevermoor Games Recruiting Operation 

 More Video/Movie Days 

 More Group Trips to Film Releases 

 A Board Game Day 

 Command Staff “Training Sessions” – All members are 

welcome! 

 Additional Skype Chats 

 A possible trip to the Intrepid Museum and Shuttle 

Enterprise 
 
   We’re always looking for suggestions from folks for films 
you’d like to see as a group. Feel free to share your suggestions 
on the Avenger’s mailing list, in our Facebook group, or even by 
contacting any member of the Command Staff. We’ll be heavily 
relying on your input to determine what films we should see 

together as a group. 
   We’re looking forward to scheduling more video days, and 
we’re definitely interested in knowing what films/TV shows 
you’d like to watch together, and also if you’d be willing to 
host such an event. (We’ve had some wonderfully generous 
folks host these events in the past, but hopefully we won’t have 
to keep going back to the same people over and over again. If 
we can move things around a bit, that’d be welcome.)  
   And, as always, if there’s something you’d like to suggest for 
an event, don’t hesitate to speak up. We want to hold events 
that out members want to attend, but we can only do what 
members tell us they’d like. Your input is really important here. 
As some of you may have seen, we’ve been compiling a large 
list of potential activities, which we hope to develop into real 
events, but your input and support are crucial. The senior staff 
can’t do it alone.   
 
Mission Reports: 
 
   This section of the column features short recaps of various 
Avenger and STARFLEET events. To make it the best it can be, 
though, I need your help. If you’ve been to an event, you don’t 
need to write a whole long article. Just a paragraph or two 
would be great. Send them to me and I’ll include them here. 
And if you’ve got pictures you want to supply, that, too, would 
be pretty awesome. (By the way, if a lot of folks contribute for 
a single activity, it could always be broken out into a separate 
article, and if you want to write a stand-alone piece, don’t let 

this feature stop you from doing so! It’s not an either-or 
proposition, just another way to share.) 
 
14 June 2014 – Visit to Penn’s Landing, Philadelphia 
   Alex Rosenzweig, Matt Rielly, 
Jennifer Thompson, and myself 
traveled to Penn’s Landing in 
Philadelphia, PA. We had a great time 
exploring the U.S.S. Becuna (a WWII 
submarine), the U.S.S. Olympia (a 
part of the “Great White Fleet”), and 
the Seaport Museum. I did manage to 
fill my camera pretty quickly with photos. If you notice, I am 
not in any of the photos. Unfortunately, Jennifer had to leave 
for a brief period of time and missed out on part of the 

museum and lunch, but she did return in time to join me in 
leading Alex and Matt to a nearby comic book store that I 
frequent to buy various starships for my collection. If you’re not 
out to events, you’re missing out on all the fun! 
(FCAPT Dave Lynch)      
 
28 June 2014 – Avenger 29th Anniversary Picnic 
   For a few years, Avenger had a “tradition” of getting rained 
on for at least a few minutes at each picnic. For the last 
several, though, that hasn’t happened, and this year was 
another of that instance. We had beautiful weather, and were 
able to occupy my backyard all afternoon. The turnout was 
really good, too, with 17 attendees, including members of 
Avenger and guests from Challenger and even Odin, who were 
in New Jersey. We wish we could have seen our far-flung 
friends under better circumstances (they had come north for a 
funeral), but we were glad they could take some time to visit us 
and renew the bonds of friendships attenuated by distance, but 
never lost. 
   Other special notes include a tip o’ the chapeau to FCAPT 
Dave Lynch, who served as grillmaster, and a thanks to FCAPT 
Brenda Bell, who provided a most excellent birthday cake for 

the group, not to mention 
everyone else who helped with 
food and supplies. (Some of the 
cake was sent along to our friend 
Todd Brugmans, who was 
recuperating from a post-surgery 
infection that day. We wanted 
him to know he was still thought 
of.) 

   As always, the core of the Avenger is friendship, and the 

picnic did what it does best, bring together good friends who 
love Star Trek and sci-fi, ad who care about each other. We 
thank all who joined us that day, and now look forward to our 
celebration of the chapter’s 30th Anniversary in 2015. 
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig) 
 
13 July 2014 – U.S.S. Avenger Chapter Meeting 
   This meeting was a lot of fun! Not only did we move through 
the business portions pretty quickly, but our program went very 
well. If you like sci-fi spacecraft, this was the meeting for you! 
(And if you like ships and weren’t there…where were you?  ;) ) 
The goal was to have members ready to discuss some of their 
favorite, or just notable, spacecraft in science fiction. I’d 

U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 
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U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep 

brought a series of images, including some Trek ships and 
some ships from “2001”/”2010”, “Space: 1999”, “Galaxy 
Quest”, and so on, including one entry in Star Trek Online’s 
contest to design the Enterprise-F. Not to be outdone, Matt 
Rielly brought a collection of models he’d built, including 
various Trek ships, an Eagle, and more, and even a custom 
modification he’d done of an X-wing fighter, which looked a 
good deal slicker than the fighter seen in the films! There was 
something for a wide variety of tastes, and beyond that, other 
folks had favorites that they enjoyed sharing, too. All in all, it 
was a really fun meeting if the hardware of our favorite science 
fiction shows is something you like to explore. See, this is what 
can happen if you bring suggestions for meeting programs. Fun 
things happen! 
   The meeting was followed by an enjoyable repast down the 

road at the Omega Diner, where more fun chatter and 
socializing continued. We hope folks will continue to join in on 
all this fun! 
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig) 
 
20 July 2014 – Trip to Marvel’s AVENGERS S.T.A.T.I.O.N. 
The Exhibition 
   This event was a chance to explore not only our shared 
interest in superhero fantasy (and let’s face it, most of us are 
pretty big fans of Marvel’s “Cinematic Universe”), but real life 

advances in science and 
technology, through the 
medium of this excellent 
exhibition that takes 
at tendees on an 
orientation and initial 

training session as new S.H.I.E.L.D. agents. Everything from 
biophysics and human anatomy through cosmology, 
multidimensional physics, and exoplanets, as well as robotics/
cybernetics, is explored, with a look at the real-life technologies 
and science behind some of the very cool stuff we saw on the 
big screen. I highly recommend this as a delightful way to 
spend an afternoon in New York. Oh! There’s even a Star Trek 
reference snuck in! Look for a planet described as “Spock’s 
home planet”, though they get the star wrong, alas. It’s still 

worth a chuckle at how Star Trek shows up EVERYWHERE. 
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig) 
 
 

   Special thanks to those who have contributed to this column! 
It’s really appreciated. We invite anyone who went to an event 
and would like to share to also contribute a paragraph or two 
to this column! It’s quick and easy, and it’s great to share 
different views of what the club and its members are doing! 

IMAGE GALLERY 

“For I have Traveled Far”, by Tobias Richter 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

Tempus fugit. 
 
Lost in time. 
 
Wibbly-wobbly, timey-wimey. 
 
Men in kilts, though one has to wonder, are they traditional? 
 
Need I say more? 
 
Oh, all right, I suppose. 

“OUTLANDER”. 
 
Awesome story with a little bit of everything thrown in for good 
measure. 
 
August 9th is the premier of the TV show. 
 
“Torn between the impulse to stroke his head, and the urge to 
cave it in with a rock, I did neither.” - Diana 
Gabaldon, Dragonfly in Amber 

Where the Sphere is Round - 

Science in Everyday Language 

BY SARAH BOLICK 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3617.Diana_Gabaldon
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3617.Diana_Gabaldon
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2866304
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   Our Command Staff Training Program continues in earnest, 
with efforts to educate the division on the duties of the 
Commanding Officer, Executive Officer, and Second Officer as 
outlined in the Avenger’s Officers’ Manual. Division members 
are being reminded, as always, that these training sessions are 
open to ALL crew members, not just officers. We hope to 

educate as many division members and crewmembers-at-large 
as possible on the recruitment process for our seminar in the 
month of August. 
   As of this report, the annual Shore Leave convention hosted 
by the Star Trek Association of Towson (Maryland) will have 
come and gone. Anything significant to mention will be included 
in written detail in the report following this one. 
   Division members are also being reminded of other activities 
to come, like the recruiting op we have scheduled for Saturday, 
September 13th in Phillipsburg, New Jersey. It will be at the 
same location where we held a similar event back in March of 
this year. More details are to follow for division members as far 
as location, what the day’s program is expected to include, and 

so forth. The event is expected to be pretty much an all-day 
affair, with the current hours set from 9 AM to 8 PM. 
   For our September ship meeting, the division is slated to take 
point on a post-business program and discussion on Disney/
Pixar films. Division members will be encouraged to take part in 
this one, as there are quite a number of these films, from “Toy 

Story” to “WALL*E”, that should be well worth talking about. 
   The division will also be receiving subsequent reminders on 
activities and events pending for later in the year. One of them 
is Watkins Glen Weekend, traditionally hosted each year in 
upstate New York by the U.S.S. Accord. The first weekend in 
October (the 3rd through the 5th) is when this year’s 
STARFLEET Region 7 Conference will be held in Binghamton, 
New York. Anyone interested can contact Dave, Alex, or anyone 
on the Command Staff for details. Or, members can go to the 
website, http://www.ussserling.co.nf/10_Forward.html, for 
more information on registration, hotel accommodations, and 
the schedule of events.     

Engineering Division Report 

BY MATTHEW J. RIELLY 

[Editor’s Note: Susan is our Assistant Chief Medical Officer, and 
has shared this column with us.] 
 
   The American Red Cross has made remembering how to care 
for an unconscious person a little easier. They’ve made a minor 
change in training for how to care for a victim with an 
obstructed airway (choking). 
   A conscious person who can’t cough, speak, or breathe needs 
five back blows and five abdominal thrusts (Heimlich), repeated 
over and over until he coughs it up or passes out. Remember 
this stuff? Good to remember. An UNconscious person is of 
course not upright, so they need something different. 
   Now, in recent years, the way to treat UNconscious choking 
was simplified to bring it in line with CPR techniques: no more 
scooting back and forth on your knees from head to abdomen. 
Just chest compressions, checking the mouth for an object, and 
giving two breaths. The first and last of these three steps, of 
course, are the two steps of CPR. But unconscious choking was 
taught as a separate lesson in the CPR class. 
   So not very long ago, Red Cross CPR instructors were notified 
to simply begin teaching unconscious choking within the CPR 
segment. This makes perfect sense, since unconscious choking 
only adds one step into the CPR sequence. This is good news 

for the class participants, as well, obviously, as for someone 
who’s choked and passed out. 
   Now, if you took CPR last year and someone chokes and 
passes out in front of you tomorrow, rest assured, the way you 
learned it is still a very good idea! 
   If it’s been a while since you took a CPR class, come on down 
to North Carolina and I’ll teach you! I've been doing it since just 
before the CSO was born, and I will continue to do it for free 
until hell freezes over. Well, the training does unfortunately cost 
the participant. But as a volunteer I just show up and teach. 
And I actually cringed when I found out how much it costs to 
take the course. Our region’s fee scale was adjusted up to bring 
it in line with national Red Cross standards. But these days, 
included in the price are some extras. The best thing is that the 
certificate is now online. It’ll automatically be sent to your email 
and you can print one. But if you lose it, you just go back and 
print another, so no one at your local Red Cross has to research 
it to send you another. Also, you’ll get email refreshers, with 
quizzes you can take if you like to keep your skills up. 
   One idea, if someone can’t come up with the funds for CPR 
training, at least with the Red Cross, is to see if your local 
chapter has a free mass training day like the “CPR Saturday” 
that my chapter here in Western NC used to have. Scholarships 
may also be available; it doesn’t hurt to call and ask.     

Reporting From Sickbay  

BY SUSAN BOLICK 
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   If you head south down Interstate 95 out of the Princeton, 
New Jersey area, you will find yourself in Philadelphia, running 
more or less parallel to the Delaware River. Once you pass the 
western end of the Ben Franklin Bridge, you can get off onto 
South Columbus Boulevard into 
the middle of a picturesque 
waterfront area known as Penn’s 
Landing. It is a couple of blocks 
from Market Street, which is a 
haven for some trendy bars and 
restaurants (and a good comic 
book store or two, if you know 
where to look). Penn’s Landing 

itself is a center of culture, 
recreation, music, or whatever 
happens to be going on during 
any given weekend. It is also a living monument to maritime 
history, complete with two historic vessels docked there: the 
submarine U.S.S. Becuna and another vintage lady of the seas. 
She is still afloat, but the ravages of time and the elements still 
threaten to take their toll. 
   Once you get onto the sidewalk closest to the water, the 
view in itself is a cornucopia to take in. To the north, the Ben 
Franklin Bridge spans the Delaware, connecting Philadelphia 
with its neighboring city, Camden, New Jersey. Across the river, 
you can see the battleship U.S.S. New Jersey, practically as 
large as life. To the south, you see a tall ship converted into a 
floating restaurant, and the watery 

expanse of the Delaware flowing toward 
the Atlantic. Proceed farther south and 
you will spot what resembles a modern 
cruise ship. That vessel is the S.S. United 
States, one of the last great ocean liners. 
She has also seen better days and is in 
need of some tender loving care to 
restore her to her former glory. However, 
the famed passenger liner was not even a 
gleam in the eye of her shipwrights at the 
time a certain battleship…a protected 
cruiser, to be precise…first saw action in 
the Spanish-American War more than a 
century ago. 
   This is the time to stop in your tracks and take in the classic 
grandeur of the U.S.S. Olympia. 
   After exploring the cramped confines of the Becuna, our 
contingent followed the signage to board the old C-6 and see 
what she looked like. There is no mistaking the distinct profile 
of the ship, including her masts and dual stacks. A shield is 
prominently mounted on her bow well above the waterline, and 
it bears the colors of the U.S. flag. On her stern, there is a 
stylized banner nameplate bearing the name “Olympia”, which 
is the Washington State city for which she was named. 
Considering that the Olympia was a military vessel, one might 
be taken aback by her color scheme. She has a white hull, with 
the customary red below the waterline. From the bottom of her 
main rail upward, she is a sort of tan color. I was somewhat 
surprised, considering that most naval vessels are a shade of 

grey. I later learned that the tan-on-white combination was the 
ship’s original color scheme. She would eventually sport the 
customary battleship-grey coloration later on in her career, 
before she was retired from active service. 

   The Olympia’s keel was laid in 
1891 in San Francisco. Her 
storied career began in 1895, 
when she was commissioned by 
the United States Navy. She 
would become the flagship for 
Commodore George Dewey in 
1898, in the Battle of Manila Bay 
during the Spanish American 

War. She was briefly taken out of 
service the following year, only to 
return to duty in 1902. She would 

go on to serve as a training vessel, and to bring back the 
remains of America’s unknown soldier from World War I for 
burial at the Arlington National Cemetery near Washington, 
D.C. She was finally decommissioned in December 1922 and 
placed on reserve status. The retired cruiser would eventually 
become a floating museum and be designated as a National 
Historic Landmark in 1966. Today, she rests at Penn’s Landing 
in Philadelphia as part of the Independence Seaport Museum. 
   Although she still floats, the Olympia is in dire need of 
refurbishment to keep her that way. Current estimates for fully 
restoring her are upwards of $10 million. While the 

Independence Seaport Museum continues 

to provide a safe haven for the aging 
vessel, proposals are being considered 
from various non-profit groups to 
eventually take stewardship of the 
floating landmark. The Olympia’s only 
savior for now will be the Museum, which 
has plans to mount a national fundraising 
campaign for her preservation. In the 
meantime, she is given all the ongoing 
care a legendary vessel deserves. 
Midshipmen from the Naval Reserve 
Officer Training Corps at Villanova 
University and the University of 

Pennsylvania are rotated to serve as caretakers and docents. 
And for the present, visitors can still take advantage of getting 
an up-close personal look at the Olympia, inside and out. 
   Should you have the opportunity to visit this vintage maritime 
grand dame, you will gain an appreciation for how naval 
officers had relatively more creature comforts than their 
enlisted counterparts. You might even compare some of the 
crew’s sleeping arrangements to those in steerage class aboard 
the Titanic. Despite some Spartan accommodations, the 
Olympia was relatively well-equipped for a ship of her day. She 
had a full kitchen, laundry room, hammocks for the enlisted 
crew members, well-appointed flag officers’ quarters, and 
somewhat comfortable-if-not-cramped officers’ cabins. One 
serendipitous moment occurred for me when I caught sight of 
what looked like an oversized water cooler in one of the crew 
areas. It actually was a sort of water cooler, meant to dispense 

From the Belly of the Beast 

“History Afloat: Encounter With the U.S.S. Olympia”  

BY MATTHEW J. RIELLY 
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   For those who have yet to read the “Star Trek: 
Destiny” trilogy, I will say this. It answers two 
questions: 1- What happened to NX-02 Columbia? 
and 2- How did the Borg come to be? 
   The answers to these questions, and others that 
come up as you read the books, will surprise you. 
Okay, so you are wondering why the writer is primarily 
putting the books in the Next Gen era, but having 
flashbacks to “Enterprise”’s time? It all ties together in 

the final book, and answers the biggest question of all. 
How do you stop the Borg for good? 
 
   The three volumes in this trilogy are: 
   1 - Gods of Night 
   2 - Mere Mortals 
   3 - Lost Souls 

Book Review— 

“Star Trek: Destiny” 

BY JENNIFER THOMPSON 

“Birth of a Legend”, by Dave Metlesits 

(from DeviantArt) 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

From the Belly of the Beast 

chilled potable water like similar models commonly found in 
offices around the world today. According to a placard 
displayed on the tank-like contraption, it was called a 
scuttlebutt. As soon as I saw that, I immediately thought, “So 
THAT’S where the word comes from.” Think about hanging 
around your office water cooler, chatting with co-workers about 
the latest happenings, gossip, and whatnot. You’re not only 
wasting time in classic fashion, but also getting the latest low-
down….the 411…the scuttlebutt, if you will. 
   A visit to the Olympia is actually a journey back through time, 
when ships were still built with a design flair that almost 
harkened back to their predecessors from the days well before 
steam power and metal hulls. Even without modern naval gear 
like global-positioning satellite navigation, radar, Tomahawk 
cruise missiles (or any type of guided missiles!), she still cuts 

an impressive profile with her gun turrets. When you stand on 
her deck, you almost get a feel for what it was like for a Navy 
man back at the turn of the 20th century. You almost feel like 
you are staring through windows into other eras, when noticing 
sights like modern-day recreational vessels plying the waters of 
the Delaware, the WWII Battleship New Jersey keeping vigil on 
the opposite river bank, and the lengthy expanse of the river 
itself. All around, the City of Brotherly Love has its own 
heartbeat. It is a rhythm that has nurtured modern life as we 
know it, as well as plenty of examples of American history. As 
long as we strive to always remember the beginnings of this 

nation and her struggles since then, may we still have tangible 
relics like the Olympia to remind us what made this country 
what it is today. Politics aside, for better or worse, there is no 
denying the events that actually occurred. May we always keep 
that in mind, while maybe enjoying a cool early-summer 
breeze.   

IMAGE GALLERY 

“Despite All Odds”, by Dave 
Metlesits (from DeviantArt) 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 
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IMAGE GALLERY—29TH ANNIVERSARY PICNIC 
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STARFLEET and Region 7 News 

 
 

STARFLEET News: 
 
** Executive Committee News: 

- LGEN Larry French has resigned as Chief of Computer 
Operations. RADM John Halliday, as the Vice Chief of 
Computer Operations, is serving as “Acting Chief”, and the 
position of Chief of Computer Operations has been opened 
for applications. (If anyone is interested, would like more 
details, and hasn’t had access to the STARFLEET mailing 

list, please contact FCAPT Lynch or ADM Rosenzweig.) 
Applications should include a resume (both STARFLEET 
and real-life), a letter of intent, samples of previous web 
design/development work, and your two letters of 
reference, submitted to cs@sfi.org.  Applications will be 
accepted through Tuesday, 30 September 2014. 

 
** Admiralty Board Updates: 
   - FCAPT Daniel Adams has been elected as the next 

Region 20 Regional Coordinator.  
 
** Scott Peter has agreed to serve as Region 20 Interim 

Vice Regional Coordinator. 
 
** BGN Matthew Ingles has stepped down as Membership 

Processing Administrator. LGN Bran Stimpson will be 
stepping in to take over for Matt. 

 
** The STARFLEET website (http://sfi.org/) is back on its 

Dreamhost server, and it has a totally new look and 
organization that is streamlined and very professional-
looking. Webmaster ADM Laura Victor worked incredibly 
hard alongside her entire web development team to 
completely revamp the website from its old layout on an 
outdated platform to a really solid WordPress-based 
website. 

 
** STARFLEET has teamed up with “Star Trek: Axanar” to 

become their official fan club partner. 
 
** The Department of Technical Services (DTS) is seeking 

talented artists to help execute engineering drawings of 

starships and space stations. If you’re interested, 
contact ADM Alex Rosenzweig at shoc-dts@sfi.org or 
alexr1860@optimum.net, or by US Post at 980 Linwood 
Place North Brunswick, NJ  08902-2267. 

 
** “Project Happy” involves making a STARFLEEET version 

of the video that can be found here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXw05MEO_jk 
The idea is to use short segments of members in uniform/
make-up from as many chapters as we can get to 
participate. Each chapter would shoot five or 10 seconds of 
video total (more if they'd like), so it's not really a hassle. 

When completed, the four-minute video (which will include 
a link to our SFI.org website) could be posted to YouTube 
and hopefully go viral. 

 
** STARFLEET Operations has announced 
the commissioning of the following chapter: 
   - U.S.S. Missouri, NCC-2224, based in 

Kansas City, MO, Region 12, VADM James 
Herring, Commanding  

 
** STARFLEET Shakedown Operations has announced the 
launching of the following chapters: 
   - U.S.S. Bellerophon, NX-74705, based in Whiteville, NC, 

Region 1, CMDR Carol Dyl, Commanding  
   - U.S.S. George Washington, NX-7374, based in 

Jacksonville, NC, Region 1, CMDR James Nelson, 
Commanding  

   - U.S.S. Hammerhead, NX-61977, based in Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada, Region 10, CMDR Mizore Mackay, 
Commanding  

   - U.S.S. Independence, NX-75029, based in Roseville, CA, 
Region 4, CMDR Marc Wagner, Commanding  

   - U.S.S. Olympus, NX-75003, based in Bay Minette, AL, 
Region 2, CMDR Joseph Davis, Commanding 

   - U.S.S. Scorpius, NX-63542, based in Boxelder, SD, Region 
6, CMDR Lester Dean, Commanding  

 

** Membership Perks have been established for 
STARFLEET members. Here is where to find discount 
codes to all of our Membership Perk Partners: 

   - Surf to the STARFLEET Database at https://db.sfi.org/ 
   - Log on using your database ID (provided to you as part of      

your membership packet, but if you don't know what your      
User ID and password is, please contact the STARFLEET      
Help Desk) 

   - Click on the "MEMBER" button on the left side to show the      
menu of available member tools 

   - Click on the "MEMBERSHIP PERK" button. 
On this page, you'll see all of STARFLEET's Membership Perks 
and their discount codes for you to use! 
For more information about STARFLEET's Membership Perks, 
please visit: http://perks.sfi.org/ 

 
** STARFLEET Academy News 
   - STARFLEET Academy can now assist visually impaired 

members by converting exams and manuals into large 
print PDFs. Contact the Academy if you wish to use this 

service. 
 
** STARFLEET International Conference News 
   - IC 2015 will be held in Niagara Falls, NY on 21-23 

August 2015, at the Conference & Event Center 
Niagara Falls.  

   - The IC2015 website and registration pages are now 
online and ready for you to enjoy!  You can find the 
website at: http://www.ic2015.com/ 

      Register for IC2015 through EventBrite at: http://
ic2015.eventbrite.com/ 

      Or visit the Facebook page for semi-regular updates about 
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STARFLEET and Region 7 News 

IC2015 and a video/picture walking tour of Niagara Falls 
at: https://www.facebook.com/IC2015 

   - IC 2016 has been announced. It will be held in Louisville, 
KY on 12-14 August 2016, at the Crowne Plaza 
Louisville Airport.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Region 7 News: 
 
** 2014 Region 7 Conference News: 
   - The Conference will be held at the Holiday Inn in 

Binghamton, NY on 3-5 October 2014. 
   - The conference theme will be Rod Serling. 
   - The conference is being hosted by the U.S.S. Serling. 
   - Conference Website: http://www.ussserling.co.nf 
 
** Future Region 7 Conferences: 
   - The 2015 Regional Conference will be held in Hanover, MD. 

Information on this event will be announced as it becomes 
available. 

 

** The first Region 7 Star Trek Chat was held via Skype on 
23 July 2014. More than 15 members participated, and the 
chat lasted over two hours. 

 
** The U.S.S. Accord has announced the dates for Watkins 

Glen Weekend 2014, the Silver Anniversary WGW. It is 
scheduled for 19-21 September 2014. 

 
** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet 

cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com)  For further 
info, contact Mike Stein at JusticeOC@aol.com or check out 
the Region 7 website at http://www.region7.com 

 
 

petrified. The energy readings are getting stronger, as well. 
   The energy surge is coming from the mountains on the 
northern continent and there are ruined remains there of an 
ancient city. 
   Exploring further (in environment suits), the crew discover a 
vast structure not unlike a radio mast or the Eiffel Tower, 
constructed of some strange alien metal. It's about 60 meters 
across at the base and stands over an ornately decorated and 
carved paved area. Its surface hums and vibrates and it's from 
this structure that the energy surge emanates. It appears to be 
some sort of conductor and it is being powered by an ancient 
reactor buried deep in the bedrock beneath it. 
   Whilst exploring the structure and ruins, the energy suddenly 
peaks and a blue, glowing energy field some 50 meters across 
forms on the paved area beneath the metal structure. Within it 
materialize several robed beings. They are humanoid, but very 
tall (seven feet or so), slender and almost skeletal (think 
Warhammer 40K Eldar or the Vau from Fading Suns). They 
appear to be able to breathe normally within the sphere and 
crewmembers entering the sphere (as it is completely 
permeable) will find oxygen, temperature, and radiation levels 
at normal (M class), so they can remove their helmets. 
   The beings are representatives of the Haldanis Combine, a 
vast empire from a distant galaxy. For political and religious 
reasons, Haldans do not possess faster-than-light starships and 

travel between worlds using a form of powerful transporter. It 
travels slower than light. and as Raksis IV is one of their 
furthest flung outposts, they have been travelling for many 
centuries. 
   They believe, to begin with, that the Avenger crew are their 
welcoming committee and are angry at such a shoddy 
reception. It then becomes apparent that their outpost was 
destroyed many, many years ago in a long-forgotten war.  
   2] At a reunion of Star Fleet Academy alumni (or that of one 
of the graduate schools, such as Command or Medical), a child 
(at the youngest, a teenager, or 20-something at oldest) enters 
the gathering and introduces him or herself. He/she tells 
members of the reunion gathering that his/her parent had died 
not long after Academy graduation. The child wants to hear 
about what his/her parent was like. From different people, the 
child hears different stories, each pointing to a facet of the 
departed’s personality.  
 
   Finally, as a part of this series, we include character-files of 
members of the crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-file, 
great! If not, why not try making one? We'll try to publish one 
or two each issue, as space and contributions permit. We’re 
always looking for members to create files for their own 
characters. If you’re interested in creating a file for your 
fictional character, or updating an existing file, contact ADM 
Rosenzweig for help/information. 

(Continued from page 18) 

The Avenger in Fiction 
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Star Trek Book News 

COMPILED BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek 
books... 
 
Available August 2014: 
 
ST: SKR: Second Nature, by David Mack 

  Book 1 of “Star Trek: Seekers”. 
   An all-new Star Trek series begins! 
   A new mission: The late twenty-third 
century—Star Fleet’s golden age of 
exploration. Desperate to stay one step 
ahead of its rivals, the Federation sends two 
starships, the scout Sagittarius and the 
cruiser Endeavour, to plumb the secrets of 
the vast region known as the Taurus Reach. 
   A doomed race: Drawn by mysterious 
energy readings to a lush green world, the 
crew of the Sagittarius find the Tomol: a 

species whose members all commit ritual suicide just as they 
reach the cusp of adulthood. 
   An old foe: The crew of the Sagittarius wants to save the 
Tomol from their cycle of self-destruction, but first they’ll need to 
save themselves—from the most nefarious Klingon starship 
commander in history.  
 
 
Available September 2014: 
 
ST: SKR: Point of Divergence, by Dayton 
Ward and Kevin Dilmore 
   The second novel set in The Original 
Series/Vanguard universe… 
   The Taurus Reach. Once the conquered 
realm of a powerful alien species, this 
region remains largely shrouded in mystery 
even as it brims with potential for 
exploration and colonization. The Federation 
has sent in two of its finest starships on a 
quest to uncover the secrets it may yet 
hold… 
   The Tomol are a primitive civilization occupying a lone island 
on a remote world. Their culture is an enigma, centered on 
every member’s commitment to a painful, fiery self-sacrifice 
upon reaching maturity. But one of their clan has shunned this 
obligation, triggering a transformation into a new, powerful life 

form. Answering the distress call of the U.S.S. Sagittarius—
which has crashed on the planet following a fierce battle with 
the Klingons—Captain Atish Khatami and the crew of the 
starship Endeavour must now attempt a rescue mission…even 
as they are locked in battle with the evolving, increasingly 

malevolent Tomol who, if allowed to escape their home world, 
pose an imminent threat to the entire galaxy! 
 
ST: DS9: Lust's Latinum Lost (and Found)  (eBook 
Novella), by Paula M. Block and Terry J. Erdmann 

   Business is down at Quark’s Public 
House, Café, Gaming Emporium, Holosuite 
Arcade, and Ferengi Embassy to Bajor. 
Way down. Lower level of hell down. The 
station is bustling, but residents and 
visitors are spending more time (and 
latinum) at the new Deep Space 9's park, 
sports fields, theater, swimming complex, 
and who knows what else, than they are at 
Quark’s establishment. All of Quark's 
misfortunes just could be reversed, 
however, when he finds out that one of the 

steamiest holonovels to hit the Alpha Quadrant in years is up 
for grabs. And he has an inroad to acquiring it before anyone 
else. Or does he?  
 
 
Available October 2014: 
 
ST: VOY: Acts of Contrition, by Kirsten Beyer 
   Admiral Kathryn Janeway has now taken 
command of the Full Circle Fleet. Her first 
mission: return to the Delta Quadrant and 
open diplomatic relations with the 
Confederacy of the Worlds of the First 
Quadrant, a civilization whose power rivals 
that of the Federation. Captain Chakotay 
knows that his choices could derail the 
potential alliance. While grateful to the 
Confederacy Interstellar Fleet for rescuing 
the Federation starships from an alien 
armada, Voyager’s captain cannot forget the 
horrors upon which the Confederacy was founded. 
   More troubling, it appears that several of Voyager’s old 
adversaries have formed a separate and unlikely pact that is 
determined to bring down the Confederacy at all costs. Sins of 
the past haunt the crew members of the Full Circle Fleet as 
they attempt to chart a course for the future. Will they learn 
much too late that some sins can never be forgiven…or 
forgotten?  

 
ST: TNG: Q are Cordially Uninvited...  (eBook Novella), by Rudy 
Josephs 
 
[No description yet.]  



16  AVENGER NEWS #145— AUGUST 2014 

Ship’s BBS 

The Ship’s BBS was first introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where 
items of interest could be posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things do change from 
issue to issue, so keep checking back each issue, and if you’ve got an item you’d like to share, feel free to send it in.  

* Help Wanted! 
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help! 
The following positions are open: 
- Chief Security Officer: Serve on the senior staff, and be a 

leader of the members in the Security Division. Have a direct 
voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight security, safety, 
portable weaponry, police function, and small-unit ground 
tactics interests, both in the Trek Universe and in real life. 
(This position requires STARFLEET membership in good 
standing.) 

Contact CAPT Dave or ADM Alex if you’d like to volunteer! 

- Press Officer: Write and distribute press releases to the 
ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media 
personnel, and help craft our club image to the world at 
large! 

- Storytellers: See “Avenger Fiction Update” later in this 
column. 

Contact CAPT Dave or ADM Alex if you’d like to volunteer! 
 
* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love 
to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our 
members bring to the group, and can be as simple as 
something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy! 
Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event 
Planner and begin your adventure today. Event Planners 
contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners 
and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship 
meeting. This is a way for everyone to find out the details of 
what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to 
do! We need your help, because if no one coordinates events, 
they don’t happen!! 
 
* Internet Resources: 
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the 
Internet! Check ‘em out... 
-  The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can 

find information about your fellow crewmates and read online 
logs from your division chief:  http://www.ussavenger.org/ 

-  Another great way to contact your STARFLEET buddies is 
through Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be found 
on the Avenger site. Go to the Internet Resources link on the 
navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow the 
instructions about IRC. NOTE: To access the IRC servers, 

use: 
   chat.trekfan.org 
   Port 6667 
 The main STARFLEET channel is #Fleetchat, and Avenger 

maintains its own channel at #avenger 
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated 

news from the Avenger via email and special website 
features. Check it out at: 

 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-sfi  
- Avenger is also well-represented on Facebook, with both a 

page and a group. The page is generally updated with 
information directed more to the general public, while the 
group includes more of the discussions, events 

announcements, and cross-chatter among members and 
friends. The URLs are: 

 Avenger Facebook Group: http://www.facebook.com/
groups/27371220186/ 

 Avenger Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
USS-Avenger/159162957480482 

-  Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF 
format, on the Avenger website. 

 
* Our CaféPress Store: You can buy Avenger stuff online like 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads, etc at the CafePress 

Avenger Store, featuring our logo. It can be found at: http://
www.cafepress.com/ussavenger  
 
* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is there something you’d like 
that we’re not offering at the Avenger Store? Check out 
CaféPress’s product list, and if you see something there that 
you’d like and that’s not available in our store, contact Avenger 
Command and let them know. 
 
* Look at the spiffy poster below and go buy one! The 
Avenger Cutaway Poster, done by artist Chris Allan, is a 
detailed poster that matches up with the official Avenger 
Blueprints and gives a fascinating look inside our vessel. Take a 
look! It’s at our CaféPress store: http://www.cafepress.com/
ussavenger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested 

members are invited to join a community called Project SIMELE. 
“SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET In the Movie and Early Lost 
Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of STARFLEET 
who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are fictionally set 
in the timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the Star Trek 
Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the Avenger.) 
It’s designed to provide a venue for members to share 
resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in this 
era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative fiction, and so 
forth. Come check the group out at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/ 
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* Avenger Blueprints! 
Do you find yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty 
while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of 
these spiffy blueprint maps! 
 
From the Federation Frontiers 
publishing office, we are 
pleased to offer General Plans 
for the Avenger-Class Heavy 
Frigate. No starship, save the 
famous line of those named 
Enterprise, has received this 
much attention to detail.   
 
The twenty (20) sheet set includes: 

    - Construction history 
    - Ship's directory 
    - Six (6) external views 
    - Full starship specifications  
    - Equipment listing (with system contractors) 
    - Four (4) cross-section views 
    - Plan views of all eleven  decks at 1:600 scale 
    - Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main 

engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay, 
transporter complex, and auxiliary control. 

 
For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at 
mrupprecht@hindlepowerinc.com, or just visit the Federation 
Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star Trek 
technical documents: http://federationfrontiers.tripod.com/
fh1860/ 
 
The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate General Plans cost a mere 
$10.00 for Avenger crew members, and can be purchased 
directly from Alex Rosenzweig. You can also buy the plans via 
mail order for $12, which includes shipping charges. Money 
orders are preferred, and will speed delivery. However, 
personal checks are acceptable and should be payable to 
“Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for 
$15.00 and deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order, 
simply print out the handy order form at web site, or send your 

name, address, e-mail address, number and type of sets 
desired, along with your check or money order, to the following 
address: 
   Federation Frontiers 
   c/o Michael C. Rupprecht 
   3711 Bloomingdale Drive 
   Hillsborough, NJ  08844-5531 
 
* Avenger Fiction Update 
- The new story by Alex Rosenzweig, about a group of Humans 

who had settled far across the galaxy coming to the 
Federation seeking their legendary homeworld, is complete, 
and has been posted at the chapter website.  

- Another new story is now being written, and is not far from 
completion. In it, a beacon’s signal draws the Avenger to an 

unexplored star system.  
- Contributions of stories set in the Avenger’s fictional universe, 

of any length, are welcome and sought! 
- Ideas and suggestions for future possible group collaborations 

are welcomed, too. Feel free to send them to ADM Alex, or 
even pitch them to the Avenger’s e-mail list. 

- Suggestions for interesting characters to fill open spots in 
Avenger’s fictional crew are wanted! You can provide just 
some rough notes, or a full character file. If you’d like to get 
in on the fun, check in with ADM Alex. 

- And don’t forget to work on keeping your own main 
character’s file up-to-date, too! Or create one if you haven’t 
done so yet. Check with ADM Alex for assistance if you need 
it. 

 
* Quote for this Issue: 
“When scientifically investigating 
the natural world, the only thing 
worse than a blind believer is a 
seeing denier.” - Neil DeGrasse 
Tyson         

Ship’s BBS 

Fiscal Report 

APRIL-JUNE 2014 

 Date Debit Credit Balance 

Initial Balance - April 4/1/14     $1,634.02 

50/50 4/14/14   $11.00 $1,645.02 

50/50 5/19/14   $12.00 $1,657.02 

50/50 6/9/14   $11.00 $1,668.02 

29th Anniversary Picnic Funds 6/30/14   $42.00 $1,710.02 

Ending Balance 6/30/14     $1,710.02 
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The Avenger in Fiction 

“A Look Back” 

BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG 

   “Space, The Final Frontier...  These are the continuing 
voyages of the starship Avenger. Her ongoing mission: to 
explore strange, new worlds; to seek out new life and new 
civilizations; to boldly go where no one has gone before.” 
 
   Many members’ questions have dealt with the fictional 
Avenger. Since we call for members to make up personnel files 
for their characters and invite them to write stories in the 
“Avengerverse”, members want to know just how our fictional 
universe works. What does the fictional Avenger do? How does 
it fit into the Star Trek Universe as portrayed on TV and in the 
films, books, comics, etc.? To answer these questions, and to 
(hopefully) keep you folks entertained, this series of articles was 

born.  
 
   In this issue, we bring you a small “slice of life” vignette, a 
quick peek at an average incident on an average day aboard 
ship. It’s often been said that one doesn’t have to write a long 
opus to contribute to Avenger Fiction. This is an example. Feel 
free to write and share short pieces of your own. 
 
A LOOK BACK 
By Alex Rosenzweig 
 
Stardate 11407.14: 
 
   Commander Setak, the executive officer 
of the U.S.S. Avenger, walked down the 
corridor on Deck 5, not far from his 
quarters. Lost in thought, he at first didn’t 
hear the footsteps behind him. 
   “Setak, hold up a second.” The Vulcan 
paused and turned to see the ship’s 
assistant chief engineer, Lt. Commander 
Rupprecht, closing the distance between 
them. In his left hand, he held a data 
cart. 
   “Good evening, Mike.” 
   “Your shift done?’ asked Rupprecht. 
   “Yes.” Setak glanced at Rupprecht’s rank insignia. 
“Congratulations, by the way. This was, in my judgment, 
overdue.” 
   “Thank you. I appreciate that Star Fleet saw fit to approve it, 
though I admit, I’d stopped really thinking about it.” 
   “I understand,” Setak said. “I am glad it could happen now, 
whatever the reason for the delay.” 
   Rupprecht nodded. “Thanks,” he said again. Then, dismissing 
the promotion topic, he held up the cart. “I downloaded this 
from the ship’s library. It’s an old media release about the Battle 
of Axanar.” 
   “Indeed?” said Setak. 
   “Are you familiar with it?” 
   “I am familiar with the battle, though I do not recall that 
particular program.” 
   “It was done about ten years after the war, and had 
interviews with a number of the key players, including the 
Klingon commander, Kharn, and the Vulcan ambassador, Soval.” 

   “Intriguing,” Setak replied. “I am not, as you might say, a 
‘history buff’, though I am aware of those involved. Soval would 
have been quite elderly then, even for a Vulcan. I never met 
him, but I have read several of his accountings of the time 
predating the founding of the Federation.” Setak knew well that 
in addition to being a fully-competent engineer, Rupprecht was 
a student of history, with a particular interest in military history. 
The Four Years’ War and its profound impacts on the Federation 
would of course be of interest to him. 
   “I somehow never got to see this particular piece, and want to 
check it out this evening. I was wondering if you’d like to join 
me.” 
   “Setak considered for a moment, then nodded. “Thank you, 

Mike. I believe that would be agreeable.” 
   “Great! Let’s see if the officers’ lounge is free.” He paused for 
just a moment. “With everything that’s happened since then, it 
really puts that war into perspective, doesn’t it?” 
   “That is true. So let us see how it was viewed at a time much 
closer to those events.” 
   Together, the two officers headed for the turbo-lift. 
 
The End   
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
   In future articles, we'll continue to talk about what's aboard 

the ship, how various systems work, crew 
specifics, etc. (Members are urged to 
suggest topics. If there's something you 
want to know about the ship, chances are 
that someone else wants to know, too. So 
send in your questions, and we'll try to 
get answers for you in upcoming 
columns.) 
   This column also supports short stories! 
Stories should be no more than 4 pages 
in 10-point type, and can be about 
anything in the Avenger Universe. 

(Serializations are also accepted, but the story must be 
submitted complete, and arrangements with the column editor 
and Avenger News editor for serialization will be made ahead of 
time.) We hope everyone will take the opportunity to contribute 
to the tales of the Avenger. 
   To help you out, we’re also running story ideas each issue. 
These aren’t fleshed out, but are jumping-off points from which 
stories may evolve. If you do see an idea listed here that you’d 
like to build a story from, let me know, so that we don’t get 
multiple members working on the same idea. And here we have 
the next suggestions... 
 
   1] Listening Outpost Dyonisis is registering a slow energy 
surge three light-years away on Raksis IV. As the Avenger is 
currently docked with Dyonisis for routine resupply, Star Fleet 
Command order them to go and check out the previously 
unexplored Raksis IV and its power surge. 
   Upon arrival, scans show that Raksis is a dead world. Once M 
class and abundant with life, it is now scorched and arid, its 
atmosphere polluted and uninhabitable, irradiated, and 

(Continued on page 14) 
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“Last Sunrise”, by Ulrich Kuehn 
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig] 

Trekkin’ the Web 

From Alex Rosenzweig: 
 
What a Space City Would Actually Look Like in Real Life 
   We are used to seeing space 
settlements in sci-fi illustrations 
and movies, but these are not 
realistic. Bryan Versteeg—from 
Spacehabs—uses scientific 
principles to develop concepts 
that can actually happen one 
day. The Kalpana One Space Settlement is one of them. 
http://sploid.gizmodo.com/what-a-space-settlement-would-
actually-look-like-in-rea-1589315268 
 
Spacehabs 

   Spacehabs.com is a 
collection of conceptual 
artwork depicting the 

future of space exploration. All artwork is created by Bryan 
Versteeg in consultation with an array of experts in the 
aerospace and scientific industries. All rights reserved. 
http://www.spacehabs.com/ 
 
Farragut Fest 2014 
   Farragut Fest 2014 will be two 
days this year, December 6-7, 2014. 
There’ll be more time for panels, 
dealers, walking through our sets, 
and more. This year, we will have 
more fan films in attendance. 
http://farragutfest.com/ 
 
PixelTrek.com 

   Pixel Art + Star 
Trek™ = Pixel Trek 
   Get a never seen 
impression of the 
f abu lous  U .S .S . 
Enterprise-D™. But 
not in that way how 

you know the ship from the TV show. In a pixelated and 
isometric universe, you can move freely through the ship and 
explore areas and angles that were not shown on the TV show. 
For example, the restroom next to the bridge, the many 
corridors, and the countless labs and quarters on the U.S.S. 
Enterprise-D™. 
http://www.pixeltrek.com/ 

Star Trek: To Your Planet, Welcome 

   Some years back, a talented artist created a video called 
“Klingon Propaganda”. This artist, Mark Farinas, has, more 
recently, created an ongoing Star Trek comic strip site. Come 
explore his tales of the Star Trek Universe! 
http://trekcomic.com/ 
 
StarTrekReference.com 
   This is a new site to help fans find references of 
graphics, props, and movie sets. 
http://www.startrekreference.com/ 

 
Star Trek: Raven 

   Another fan film!  
   The U.S.S. Raven is a new ship, and a secret can't yet be 
told. The crew of the U.S.S. Voyager and the U.S.S. Raven 
team together to fight the Borg in a strange and challenging 
way. 
   The story begins back in the Alpha Quadrant, with Seven of 
Nine, just a short while after the dramatic return of the U.S.S. 
Voyager. “Raven” tells the story of Seven of Nine, and others of 
the Voyager crew, including crewmen and relatives of those 
affected by the Borg. 
   Captain Janeway has not yet become an Admiral, and has 
summoned many of the Voyager crew, including Commander 
Chakotay and B'Elanna Torres. 
   Through a series of events, the Romulans, and a newly found 
alien species, the story continues. 
   “Star Trek: Raven” is a ground-breaking independent film 
that proves that you don't need Hollywood movie stars and 
million-dollar studios to produce an entertaining film. “Raven” 
will be the first to introduce up-and-coming talent from Iowa 
and Arizona. 
http://startrekraven.com/index.html    
 

IMAGE GALLERY 
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10 August 2014 – Avenger  Ship Meeting 
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM 

Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Ingress. An introduction to this online game played with 
smart phones. Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun! 
Event Coordinator: FCAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com 
 

13 September 2014 – Nevermoor Games Sci-Fi and Fantasy Day, and Avenger/STARFLEET Recruiting Op 
Nevermoor Games/The Market on 22, 1011 U.S. Highway 22, Phillipsburg, NJ, 9:00 AM – 8:00 PM 

Come join us for a day of science fiction, fantasy, fandom, and STARFLEET. Avenger 
and friends are supporting the proprietress of Nevermoor Games/The Market on 22, 
providing entertainment and programming, as well as manning a STARFLEET/
Region 7/Avenger Recruiting table. We hope you’ll come out, support the 

organization, enjoy the fun we have planned, and maybe even help moderate some programming. 
Event Website: http://nevermoor.webs.com/special-events 
Event Coordinator: FCAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com 
 
14 September 2014 – Avenger  Ship Meeting 
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM 
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: A Look at Pixar Films. This 
animation team took huge steps in moving animated films forward. An overview and 
discussion of the films from this landmark studio. Dinner and socializing to follow. We 
hope you’ll join us for all the fun! 
Event Coordinator: FCAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com 
 
19-21 September 2014 – Watkins Glen Weekend 
Ithaca and Watkins Glen State Park, NY 

Back in the days of Shuttle Odyssey, an internal splinter group of the U.S.S. Avenger, the group sensed a need to 
do something that had nothing to do with Star Trek. They planned a small hike at the Watkins Glen State Park, and 
invited some fellow STARFLEET folks. Little did they know they'd someday be planning their 25th anniversary 
WGW. And they invite everyone to join in! That simple beginning has evolved into the U.S.S. Accord's annual fall 
gathering, centering around a hike of the Watkins Glen State Park gorge trails, and good meals with friends. 
Lodgings have been arranged at the Ithaca Ramada and the Trip Hotel Ithaca. 

Event Website: http://www.ussaccord.org/wgw.html 
 
3-5 October 2014 – Region 7 Conference 
Holiday Inn, Arena, 2-8 Hawley Street, Binghamton, NY, (607) 722-1212 
The U.S.S. Serling invites you to journey into a wondrous world of imagination... Join us as 
we explore new dimensions, dimensions as vast as space and as timeless as infinity, 
through panels and group discussions. 
The Region 7 Conference is a great opportunity to get to know fellow friends and members 
from around Region 7, and have a fun weekend doing so. 
Event Cost and Other Details: 
   Conference Registration - $25 
   Children’s Programming - $10 
   Banquet - $25 

   Conference T-Shirt (S-XL) - $15 
   Conference T-Shirt (XXL) - $15 
   Hotel rooms will be available for $110.00/night plus tax. Please call to reserve a hotel room and mention the code R7 
      Conference to receive the conference room rate 
   Refunds are available for the full amount of registration as long as notice is sent on or before 20 September 2014. 
Please send check or money order made out to U.S.S. Serling to: 
   U.S.S. Serling Region 7 Conference Registration 
   c/o Joshua Palmatier 
   213 State Street, 3rd Floor 
   Binghamton, NY  13901 
Please email questions regarding registration to: ussserling.starfleet@gmail.com 
Event Website: http://www.ussserling.co.nf 
 

Mission Docket 

Upcoming Events 
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14 October 2014 – Avenger  Ship Meeting 
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM 
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Sci-Fi vs. Fantasy. What’s the difference between these two genres? 
And how are they similar? Dinner and socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun! 
Event Coordinator: FCAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com 
 
9 November 2014 – Avenger  Ship Meeting 
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM 
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “Axanar” Update. A look at 
where things are in the production of this landmark Star Trek production. The first Kickstarter 
for the main movie raised over $600,000, and production is moving forward! Dinner and 
socializing to follow. We hope you’ll join us for all the fun! 
Event Coordinator: FCAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com  

 
 
NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can make 
the proper arrangements. Thanks! 

Mission Docket 

Upcoming Events 

IMAGE GALLERY—29TH ANNIVERSARY PICNIC II 
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Avenger News 146 Deadline: September 20, 2014 
Please send all submissions to Alex Rosenzweig 

alexr1860@optimum.net 

The Next Meeting of the U.S.S. Avenger will be: 
Sunday, September 14, 2014 

2:00 PM 
 

North Brunswick Public Library 
880 Hermann Road 

North Brunswick, NJ  08902 
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org 

U.S.S. Avenger 
331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17 

Linden, NJ  07036-5695 


