http://www.sfi.org

#130 – FEBRUARY 2012
http://www.ussavenger.org

NCC-1860

U.S.S. AVENGER
OF THE

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER

STAR TREK

LOTS

TO

2012!

LOOK FORWARD TO!

A

THE NEW FEATURE FILM IS SHOOTING.

A

“STAR TREK:

THE

IN

NEXT GENERATION”

RAY IN A FANCY, HI-DEF FORM.

COMES TO BLU-

A

THE “VANGUARD” SERIES IS CONCLUDING.

A

THE “TYPHON PACT” STORY ARC IS CONTINUING.

A

NEW EPISODES ARE COMING FROM “STAR TREK:
PHASE II”, “STARSHIP FARRAGUT”, AND OTHER FAN
PRODUCTIONS.

A

NEW STAR TREK (TOS), TNG, VOYAGER, AND TITAN
TALES ARE ALL COMING DURING THIS YEAR.

A

“STAR TREK ONGOING”
ABRAMSVERSE FORWARD.

IS

CARRYING

THE

IT’S A GOOD TIME TO BE A TREK FAN! LET’S
ENJOY THE RIDE!
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
The Avenger In Fiction .......................15
Belly of the Beast .................................7
Captain’s Log........................................2
Executive Thoughts..............................3
Fiscal Report ........................................4
From the Belly of the Beast................11
Image Gallery...........................2, 14, 18
Membership Alley.................................4

Mission Docket ...................................19
Roster Update ......................................3
Science Highlights................................9
Second Officer’s Report .......................4
Ship’s BBS ..........................................13
Star Trek Book News..........................12
STARFLEET and Region 7 News ...........7
Trekkin’ the Web..................................8
U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep.........................5

1

Captain’s Log
BY DAVID LYNCH
Hi, all,

and Chief Medical Officer. If you are interested in serving in
one of these positions, please contact your current division
chief or myself, Judy, or Alex to inquire about the duties for the
position in which you are interested or to volunteer for one of
these positions. At the least, you would need to be a member
of STARFLEET and be willing to take STARFLEET’s Officer
Training School (OTS) if you are appointed. As a reminder, if
you are a current division or assistant division chief, you need
to be a member in good standing of STARFLEET per the
Officer’s Manual. If your STARFLEET membership has lapsed or
is about to lapse, please renew as soon as possible.
If there is any event that you think the group would be
interested in, please let us know about it. You never know what
kind of response you might get if we don’t know about it. I am
always on the lookout for events that the group might be
interested in, and putting them out there.
Also, if you know of anyone that is interested in Star Trek or
science fiction in general, and is not currently a member,
please invite them to join or attend a meeting to see what
we’re all about. This is everyone’s club; let’s keep it strong,
Avenger has existed for nearly 27 years, let’s keep going far
longer than that.

First off, I would like to thank everyone for the confidence
that you’ve placed in me by allowing me to be your
Commanding Officer. Secondly, I would like to once again
thank Judy for her time as your Commanding Officer. That all
being said, things are starting off in an interesting fashion for
me, and it is beyond any one person’s control, but it is what it
is. As many of you may now be aware, I am a big fan of
communication in the club, and the Command and Executive
Command Staff can already attest to this. As I stated in my
position paper, this is your club. Please participate at whatever
level you can. I know that real life matters are always more
important than the club, but would like to see input from all of
the members as much as is possible. I hope to see more of the
members at meetings as your time permits.
I also ask that, if you are not sure of when your STARFLEET
or Avenger membership is due to expire, please check with
your division chief. I have asked them to notify those members
who are about to come due for renewal, or are past due, and
ask them to renew. I do request that if you are an Avengeronly member, please consider also becoming a member of
STARFLEET. I know that there those that have had issues with
STARFLEET in the past and I won’t force the matter, but do Until next time,
request that you at least consider it.
As many of you may already be aware, we have two Captain Dave Lynch
openings on the Command Staff: Chief Communications Officer

IMAGE GALLERY

This coffee table, built as a replica of the Enterprise, NCC-1701-C,
can be purchased from the designer for $3,100.00.
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Executive Thoughts
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG
Greetings, All!
And we have reached 2012... Things have been interesting
indeed! Of course, the “big news”, as you know, has been the
change of command. We welcome CAPT Dave Lynch to the
center seat of the Avenger, and note RADM Judy Waidlich’s
shift over to the role of Second Officer. And with yours truly
staying put, for the first time in a while, all positions in the
Executive Command Staff are currently filled.
Of course, we still have some work to do in order to fill some
vacant Division Chief slots, so if anyone is interested in serving
as Chief Medical Officer or Chief of Communications, please
don’t hesitate to contact Dave or myself.
The new year brings new opportunities for fun and
friendship, and we have begun taking good steps to embrace
them. Brainstorming at the January ship meeting, we came up
with a string of ideas for discussion topics for meetings over
the next few months. Check out “Mission Docket” for more
information. We even have a backup plan with an extra topic in
place! However, we are always looking to know what you, dear
readers, would be interested in discussing. We’re especially
interested in knowing what would make you more likely to join
us at the meetings. These days, really, the “business” stuff is
done in about an hour (unless there’s a major topic that we
end up discussing at length, which doesn’t happen that often),
and the rest of the time is occupied with the discussion topic,
fun, and socializing. So, really, if anyone is avoiding meetings
because you worry about some long, boring recitation of
mechanical business, that’s not how the meetings are at all.
And the discussion topics often lead to neat conversations. Of
course, to keep things at their best, we need the idea-flow to
go both ways. If there’s something you’re just itching to talk
about, please let us know, and if we can, we’ll add it to the
idea-bank.
Another thing that’s looking exciting for the new year is the
upcoming activities list. We’re already looking at a science/
space related trip in April, more video days (especially based on
a theme for each event), trips to upcoming sci-fi and fantasy
film releases, and even maybe a hike or two! But, as always,
we might not think of everything, and that’s where you come
in. Please don’t hesitate to share an idea of something fun to
do. For example, last fall I found out about a really cool

cornfield maze. It was too late to plan anything for the group
this time, but I went with some friends to check it out, and it is
exceedingly cool, so we could think about doing something fun
with it this coming fall. The key point is that it was something
about which the leaders of the group had no knowledge, and if
someone else hadn’t brought it to our attention, we might have
stayed oblivious to it.
Finally for this issue, 2012 marks several milestones in the
broader history of Star Trek, too. As most of you know,
shooting commenced on 12 January on the next Star Trek
feature film, again produced and directed by J.J. Abrams. We
also expect to see the release of at least one, and possibly
more, episodes of “Star Trek: Phase II”, which continues the
original series, as well as a new tale in the “Starship Farragut”
series. Also, as many of you know, the “Star Trek: Vanguard”
series will conclude its run in April. The series, described in
some circles as “Star Trek has grown up” became one of the
most popular and critically-acclaimed Trek novel series. As
currently scheduled, the discussion topics of several upcoming
meetings will reflect these events: the feature film in March,
“Vanguard” in May, and the fan-produced web-series in June.
We’ll have a lot to talk about, I’m sure!
And that’s what I’ve got for this issue! As always, the door to
the XO’s office on Deck 2 is open, and members can stop by
any time. Let me know what you think of the new things we’re
trying in the group, and if there’s anything I can do to help
make the group a more enjoyable one for you. Feel free to post
your thoughts to the mailing list, or on the Facebook group, or
even to me in private e-mail (or streetmail, or in person!) if you
prefer. But however you choose to do it, don’t be shy about
sharing your ideas and opinions, because those are what
makes the group work.
And with that, enjoy the rest of Avenger News! Have fun,
and don’t forget “Mission Docket” for neat upcoming events.
Take care, and ‘til next time…
Ad Astra!
Alex
ADM Alex Rosenzweig

Roster Update
Welcome Back--Thanks for Renewing
1) Admiral Alex Rosenzweig
2) Captain Ann-Ruth Rosenzweig
3) Captain Annie Slonski
4) Lt. Commander Joanne Perkins
5) Captain Joe Horton
6) Commander Norman van Houten

Changes and Revisions—Where Are They Now?
1) Rear Admiral Judy Waidlich should now be listed as Second
Officer
2) Captain David Lynch should now be listed as Commanding
Officer
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Second Officer’s Report
BY JUDY WAIDLICH
As the full-time Second Officer, I keep track of crewmembers’
promotion point totals. I inform the Command Staff when
members are eligible for promotion. So, those who desire to
advance in rank need to be active in the club. If a new member
attends all the meetings in a year, they will have enough points
for their first promotion (to EFC, or Ensign First Class) and will
be halfway to the next one (LTJG). Also, keep your membership
up to date. If your membership expires, you won’t be earning
points.
Everything we do earns you points, from responding to a
mailing (like the recent Vote of Confidence) to events. Just
refer to your Officer’s Manual for all the details.
Taking courses through STARFLEET Academy is another way
to earn points. With over 2,000 courses to choose from, there is
bound to be something of interest. Once you’ve completed a
course, just send me the email from the database informing
you of your grade.
When you attend events, the event coordinator sends me a

point form letting me know who attends. Event Coordinators,
please send them to me in a timely manner.
So far this month, we’ve had a meeting and the movie day.
The movie day was fun and enjoyable. We saw “Blade Runner”,
“The Adjustment Bureau”, “Minority Report”, and “Imposter”.
“Imposter” was very enjoyable, with a few surprising twists. For
dinner, we ordered in pizza, cheese knots and garlic knots.
We will have plenty to do during the rest of the year, so there
should be plenty of opportunities to join in on the fun.
On my own, I explored the LEGO art exhibit at the Morris
Museum. It was very good.
I’ve also heard that J.G. Hertzler (who played General, and
later Chancellor, Martok on “Deep Space Nine”) is directing
“1776” this summer. It sounds like there may be an away
mission to Ithaca (count me in!).

]âwç

Fiscal Report
3RD AND 4TH QUARTERS—2011
Date

Debit

Credit

Balance

Initial Balance

07/08/11

$1,834.65

50/50 Income/Renewals/Avenger News

10/28/11

$15.00

50/50 Income/Renewals/Avenger News/
Miscellaneous

01/03/12

$28.50

Donation – Clomell United Methodist Church
Ending Balance

$50.00
01/09/12

$1,828.15

MEMBERSHIP ALLEY
INDIVIDUAL U.S.S. AVENGER RENEWAL $10.00
(Family Memberships $12.50)

FOR STARFLEET

MEMBERS,

AVENGER

MEMBERSHIP IS

FREE!

Your subscription lasts for six issues. With any luck and a lot of good will, they will be delivered in PDF format to a registered
forum online. Free Adobe Reader downloads available on the web - for a printed copy of your newsletter, just hit PRINT! But if
you want us to mail them to ya’ anyhow, please add $5.00.
Make out check or money order payable to USS Avenger.
331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17 Linden, NJ 07036-5695
You can also renew at any ship meeting for your stamp-saving budget
Join the International fun of STARFLEET at www.sfi.org $15.00 gets you six issues of the Communiqué and access to the many
fun programs STARFLEET offers. It also means that your next renewal with the Avenger is FREE!
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U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG

This column, in accordance with the Avenger Officer’s Medical:
Manual, is “a regular report of crew activities, in the form of a
column in Avenger News or as a separate mailing. It started
The Medical Division is still seeking a new Chief! For
out with the idea of being a roundup of divisional activities, but
more details on the position, check out “Ship’s BBS” and
is being retooled into a more general summary of chapter
your Officer’s Manual.
events and highlights. As such, if there’s something you’d like
to share with the group—an idea, a suggestion, a personal Engineering:
milestone, etc.—feel free to let me know and it can get
included. “SitRep” is a term used typically by the military or
CAPT Matt Rielly has been following up with his
other government groups. It’s an abbreviation for “Situation
division members to make sure their membership
Report”, a report given to both senior officers and subordinate
status in the Avenger and STARFLEET is current. He is
staff to make sure that, put simply, they know what’s going on.
also renewing his efforts to expand communication
And that’s what we do here.
among members of the division. So, hopefully, all you
Engineering types have heard from Matt, and if you have,
Onward...
hopefully you’ve replied to him and kept the conversations and
fun going.

DIVISIONS:

In this portion of the column, we highlight any activities
happening at the divisional level, rather than list every division.

Communications:
We’re still seeking a Chief of Communications, too.
For more details on the position, check out “Ship’s BBS”
and your Officer’s Manual.

Command:
The Command Division has seen its largest shift in
quite some time since last issue. The change of
command was completed without incident, and our new
CO is settling in. CAPT Dave Lynch has been working
with both myself and RADM Judy Waidlich to transition both the
functions and style of the CO to him. All members who
participate in our on-line media have heard from Dave, and
those whose main communication link is this newsletter can
read what he’s had to say here in the pages of this issue.
Meanwhile, RADM Waidlich has transitioned over to the role
of Second Officer, rounding out the Executive Command Staff
for the first time in a while. In addition to helping out Dave and
myself, she will continue to oversee the Promotion System.
The Command Staff also approved the update of the Officer’s
Manual, making version 6.2 of the Officer’s
Manual the new official version of the
document. We hope to have it posted to the
website soon, but in the meantime, if you’d
like a digital copy, please feel free to contact
the Executive Command Staff. If you need a
hardcopy, there’ll be a nominal printing and
postage fee.
Also, as you may have read elsewhere, we’re
looking more closely at making sure our members keep their
memberships in both the chapter and STARFLEET current. Both
are very important, because if we don’t have enough of either,
that means the group doesn’t survive.
Finally, another Command Division focus has been trying to
assist our chapter-in-training, the U.S.S. Schweitzer. They’ve
been having some difficulties, and we’ve been busily feeding
them ideas and suggestions to help them out. In the end,
though, it will be up to them to put the ideas into action.

(Again, if your division isn’t included here, there wasn’t any
division-specific news this issue. For anyone interested in ideas
for or assistance in developing divisional activity, feel free to
contact your division chief and/or the XO.)

GENERAL:
Activity-wise, things have gradually returned to our levels
before the summer hiatus last year. Lessons learned and all
that, we’ve planned our schedules such that we’re not going to
“go dark” in the summer of 2012. In fact, by then we’ll
probably be getting our planning underway for the events
surrounding the opening of the next Trek film in 2013!
Meanwhile, though, our recent activities have included, in
addition to the meetings:
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Space/Sci-Fi Artwork Exhibition at Rutgers-Newark: LiftOff: Earthlings and the Great Beyond
The Challenger’s Annual Cookie Exchange
“Deep Space Nine” Video Day
A Holiday Party
Trip to Peddler’s Village
New Year’s Eve with the U.S.S. Challenger
Video Day: Movies Based on the Works of Philip K. Dick
Looking ahead, we see activities including:

Avenger Fiction Workshop
More Video/Movie Days
More Group Trips to Film Releases
Trip to the American Museum of Natural History and the
“Beyond Planet Earth” Exhibit
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U.S.S. Avenger Sit-Rep
By the way, we’re looking for folks to let us know what films
you’d like to see as a group. Feel free to share your suggestions
on the Avenger’s mailing list, in our Facebook group, or even by
contacting any member of the Command Staff. We’ll be heavily
relying on your input to determine what films we should see
together as a group.
We’re also looking forward to scheduling more video days.
We’re definitely interested in knowing what films/TV shows
you’d like to watch together, and also if you’d be willing to host
such an event. (We’ve had some wonderfully generous folks
host these events in the past, but hopefully we won’t have to
keep going back to the same people over and over again. If we
can move things around a bit, that’d be welcome.)
And, as always, if there’s something you’d like to suggest for
an event, don’t hesitate to speak up. New ideas are good!
Mission Reports:
This section of the column features short recaps of various

Avenger and STARFLEET events. To make it the best it can be,

though, I need your help. If you’ve been to an event, you don’t
need to write a whole long article. Just a paragraph or two
would be great. Send them to me and I’ll include them here.
And if you’ve got pictures you want to supply, that, too, would
be pretty awesome. (By the way, if a lot of folks contribute for
a single activity, it could always be broken out into a separate
article, and if you want to write a stand-alone piece, don’t let
this feature stop you from doing so! It’s not an either-or
proposition, just another way to share.)

10 December 2011 – “Deep Space Nine” Video Day:

Judy hosted. People sat down...
We watched stuff. We ate lots of
different kinds of popcorn, and a
tray of nuts. We ventured to a diner
we could walk to by cramming
clown-car style and driving around
the block. There we found food that
wasn't popcorn or nuts. We went
back to Judy's, watched more stuff... End of short blurb, details
pending, as soon as the hypnosis promotes memory recall....
(RADM Todd Brugmans)
-----Episodes watched included:
“Emissary”
“Duet”
“Trials and Tribble-ations”
“Far beyond the Stars”
“In the Pale Moonlight”
“The Visitor”
“Extreme Measures”
“Little Green Men”
(RADM Judy Waidlich)

17 December 2011 – Trip to
Peddler’s Village:

The day proved a bit chilly, but
the lights were beautiful and the
camaraderie equally so, as Todd
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Brugmans, Annie Slonski, Dave Lynch, Jen Thompson, Joanne
Perkins, and I enjoyed the afternoon and evening exploring the
stores of Lahaska, Pennsylvania’s shopping village. We all
bought one or two things, and then, as the evening deepened
and the temperature dropped, most of us repaired to a nearby
restaurant for dinner and conversation. A fun day!
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)

8 January 2012 – January Avenger Ship Meeting:

Y’know that heady feeling when a conversation really starts
taking off? Our meeting program—a look at upcoming genre
film offerings for 2012—lent itself to that, as we found
ourselves realizing that there’s a lot to look forward to in the
months to come! This meeting also marked the beginning of
Dave Lynch's command of the Avenger. While more lightly
attended than we might have hoped, it got the chapter off to a
solid start for the new year.
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)

14 January 2012 – Philip K. Dick Movie Day:

Not long ago, various members observed
that there are a number of notable films
based on the works of science fiction author
Philip K. Dick. So we decided to spend a day
exploring some of them. So Todd Brugmans,
Annie Slonski, Joanne Perkins, Matt Rielly,
and I convened at Judy Waidlich’s place and
settled in with munchies and vids from
Todd’s prodigious archive of movie disks. All
in all, we watched four films, including
“Blade Runner”, “The Adjustment Bureau”,
“Minority Report”, and “Imposter”. For most
of us, at least one of the films was one we
hadn’t seem before, and the day proved a
lot of fun, and quite rewarding from a viewing standpoint. As
we prepared to take our leave for the evening, we found
ourselves mulling other “themes” we might use for future such
movie days. There’s certainly plenty of stuff out there to enjoy!
(ADM Alex Rosenzweig)
I invite anyone who went to an event and would like to share
to also contribute a paragraph or two to this column! It’s
quick and easy, and it’s great to share different views of
what the club and its members are doing!

AVENGER NEWS #130—FEBRUARY 2012

STARFLEET and Region 7 News
** The Department of Technical
Services (DTS) is seeking talented
artists to help execute engineering
drawings of starships and space
stations. The selected candidates will
create engineering schematics from
rendered or photographed images,
STARFLEET News:
work with groups creating new vessel designs to visualize those
concepts, and extrapolate from existing schematic images to
** RADM Jeffery Victor was confirmed as the next Inspector create other views that may not as yet exist.
General of STARFLEET.
This work is both technical and creative, and
requires both an understanding of Star Trek's
** A BRAND NEW Membership
technology and an ability to accurately draw Star
Perk has been established for
Trek space vehicles, either by hand or by
STARFLEET members. We've
computer. Volunteers can apply to serve on a
partnered with CosPlaySky.com
stand-by basis, taking on projects on a periodic
to provide a 15% discount on
basis, or may volunteer for just a single project
purchases of costumes, accessories, props, and wigs that are with no long-term commitment. All that DTS
purchased online by members of STARFLEET.
seeks is a willingness to contribute and the
talent to do so with quality work.
Here's how to find the discount code for your 15% off at
CosPlaySky.com, and for discount codes to all of our other To volunteer for a project, please contact DTS and include the
Membership Perk Partners:
following:
- Surf to the STARFLEET Database at https://db.sfi.org/
- Log on using your database ID (provided to you as part of 1] A brief description of abilities and experience relevant to
your membership packet, but if you don't know what your creating schematics. This can include either "real life" or
User ID and password is, please contact the STARFLEET STARFLEET experience.
Help Desk)
2] An estimate of how quickly one can produce detailed and
- Click on the "MEMBER" button on the left side to show the accurate drawings.
menu of available member tools
3] Top plan and side elevation drawings of any one of the
- Click on the "MEMBERSHIP PERK" button.
following starships:
*Constitution-class heavy cruiser (Original Series Enterprise)
On this page, you'll see all of STARFLEET's Membership Perks
* Enterprise-class heavy cruiser (Enterprise from the "Classic
and their discount codes for you to use!
Trek" feature films: refit-1701/1701-A)
* Galaxy-class large exploratory cruiser (Enterprise-D)
For more information about STARFLEET's Membership Perks,
* Sovereign-class heavy cruiser (Enterprise-E)
please visit: http://perks.sfi.org/
Send submissions to: ADM Alex Rosenzweig, Director,
** The STARFLEET Quartermaster invites you to check out Department of Technical Services, STARFLEET 980 Linwood
new items and on-sale items at qm.sfi.org.
Place North Brunswick, NJ
08902-2267, E-Mail: shocdts@sfi.org or alexr@tellurian.com
** The winners of the STARFLEET Annual Campaign’s 2011
Short Story Contest have been announced. They are, in **
STARFLEET has announced the Annual Campaign
ascending order:
Promotional Video Contest. This contest is designed to
- 5th place with “The Nexus: Scenes in a Life” - Timothy foster interest in STARFLEET: The International Star Trek Fan
Wilson, U.S.S. Riverside
Association by means of video media. Contestants will have
- 4th place with “Imrani and the Tale of Two Winters” - Ken four months to write, produce, and edit a short film promoting
Hancock, unassigned, Region 10
STARFLEET: The International Star Trek Fan Association,
- 3rd place with “Immortalization of the Flying Dutchman” - Inc. Contest details include:
Daniel Nye, unassigned, Region 15
Start Date: 15 January 2012
- 2nd place with “Reliquary: The Letters” - Kandy Ray, U.S.S.
Submission End Date: 15 May 2012
Corsair
Judging Deadline: 30 June 2012
- And the winner of the STARFLEET Annual Campaign’s 2011
Contest Winner Announcement: International Conference
Short Story Contest: “Paroxysm” - Brian Mullins, U.S.S.
2012
Maquis
Contest: Create a 3-to-5-minute promotional video featuring
All of the authors have given their permission for STARFLEET to
STARFLEET.
publish their stories in upcoming issues of the Communique, so
Staffing: Six (Five judges, one finalist judge). Judges may not
start looking for these stories starting with issue CQ 168.
take part in contest.
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STARFLEET and Region 7 News
Submission Guidelines:
All Submissions must adhere to the Code of Conduct as
outlined in the STARFLEET Membership handbook.
· Submissions must be in digital format and hold a 4:3
aspect ratio.
· Submissions are to be 3-5 minutes in length (Videos that
exceed 5 minutes in length will be disqualified.)
· Submissions will contain opening and closing credits.
· Opening credits will have a run time of between 5 and 10
seconds.
· Closing credits may be as long as necessary.
· The official logo, along with the words “STARFLEET: The
International Star Trek Fan Association, Inc.” with the
official website URL and contact information must be
presented on the opening and closing credits.

- U.S.S. Britannia, NX-2211, based in Great Yarmouth,
Norfolk (UK), Region 20, CMDR Jason Garrett,
Commanding.
** STARFLEET Academy News:
- Beta Testers are being sought for the soon-to-be College
of Star Trek Fandom. ContactTracy Lilly at
tracylillysfi@gmail.com.
** A new version of the PetFleet website has
been launched. Check it out at petfleet.sfi.org

** STARFLEET International Conference News
- IC 2012 will take place 3-5
August 2012, at Whispering
Woods Hotel and Conference
The panel of five (5) judges will select their top three
Center on the outskirts of Memphis,
videos. The finalists will be submitted to the finalist judge for
Tennessee, in Region One. Their web
the final judging.
site is now online and the hotel is
accepting reservations: http://
Prizes will be awarded to the top three entries as determined
www.ic2012.com/
by the video contest judges.
** STARFLEET Operations has
announced the commissioning of the
following chapters:
- U.S.S. Loma Prieta, NCC-26848,
based in San Francisco, CA, Region
4, CAPT Zach Perkins, Commanding
- U.S.S. Tydirium, NCC-74930, based
in Kingswood, New South Wales
(Australia), Region 11, CAPT Greg
Mortenson, Commanding

Region 7 News:
** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet
cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com) For further info,
contact Mike Stein at JusticeOC@aol.com

** Bidding for the 2013 Regional Conference is now open.
** STARFLEET Shakedown Operations has announced the Bid Guidelines are available through the Region 7 website.
launching of the following chapter:

Trekkin’ the Web
From Alex Rosenzweig
Starship Saladin
In the mid-1980s, Kenneth Thomson Jr. and a few friends of mine
used to play the FASA Star Trek
Role-playing Game and Starfleet
Battles. They set their adventures
aboard the U.S.S. Saladin from the
Franz Joseph Star Fleet Technical
Manual that was published in
1975. In recent years, fans from all over the world have begun
creating fan films based on Star Trek. Thomson and his friends’
new mission is to create new adventures in multiple formats,
from live-action, to comics, to audio productions, to 3D animated short films.
http://www.starshipsaladin.com/

StarTrekMap.com
For those who enjoy Star Trek’s cosmography…
This site is the home of the stellar cartography for the Star
Trek Universe, based on the Star Trek Star Charts.
This website is privately owned, non-commercial, unofficial,
dedicated to the Star Trek-franchise, and attempting to offer
corrected and updated Star Charts for the known universe in
the well-known LCARS-style. The purely political maps are revised, apparent errors and several inconsistencies have been
found and solved. As this work is unofficial and unauthorized,
there's no claim about the accuracy and correctness of the
maps themselves.
Additionally a map-related library is available, featuring political and astronomical data of the known space.
http://www.startrekmap.com/
[Continued on page 19]
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Science Highlights

Interesting Stuff from the World of Science
COMPILED BY ANNIE SLONSKI
Welcome to “Science Highlights”! In this column, members of
the Sciences Division (and sometimes others, too!) speak out
about something science related that they thought was of
particular interest since the last issue of Avenger News. So,
without further ado, let me turn the spotlight on… Science!
--Predator Ruled Before Dinosaurs
Out of what may seem like a premise
for a sci-fi story, paleontologists in Brazil
found the skull of a weird but deadly
mammal-like monster that most likely
terrorized that country long before
dinosaurs ruled the earth.
From the Permian period (more than
260 million years ago), the complete
skull measures approximately 33
centimeters in length and was
discovered during a scientific excavation on a farm in the
Pampas region in southern Brazil. The skull belongs to a
creature that was part of a class of long-extinct vertebrates
called “dinocephalian therapsids”, which predated the dinosaurs
and were distantly related to mammals. The newly discovered
animal has been described as a cross between a tiger and a
Komodo Dragon.

The creature has been dubbed Pampaphoneus biccai, which
roughly translates as “pampas killer”. This is the first Paleozoic
terrestrial carnivore discovered in South America.
Source: CosmicLog on msnbc.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Colorful New Snake Species Discovered

matildae), measures 60 centimeters and is described as having
hornlike scales above its eyes. The snake was named after the
daughter of a study co-author, Tim Davenport, the director of
the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Tanzania Program.
The viper’s habitat is estimated at only a few square miles in
a remote forest located in the
mountainous region of
southwest Tanzania. The
habitat is already severely
degraded and continuing to
decline as a result of the local
industry, logging and
charcoal manufacturing.
Researchers have established
a small captive breeding colony for this new species and expect
it to be classified as critically endangered by the International
Union for Conservation of Nature.
Source: http://www.ouramazingplanet.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Giant Amoebas Discovered in Deepest Ocean Trench
Researchers with the Scipps
Institution of Oceanography at
UC San Diego and National
Geographic engineers deployed
untethered landers, also known
as dropcams, to explore the
largely mysterious region of the
deep sea known as the Pacific
Ocean chasm in July of 2011.
The team documented the deepest known existence of
xenophyophores, single-celled animals exclusively found in
deep-sea environments. Xenophyophores are noteworthy for
their size, with individual cells often exceeding 10 centimeters,
their extreme abundance on the seafloor and their role as hosts
for a variety of organisms.
Extreme environments call for extreme creatures. The
researchers spotted the life forms at depths of up to 10,641
meters within the Sirena Deep of the Mariana Trench. Previous
depths at which xenophyophores were found were only
approximately 7,500 meters, in the New Hebrides Trench.
It is thought that xenophyophores are the largest living
individual cells in existence. Studies indicate that by trapping
particles from the water, these single-cell animals can
concentrate high levels of lead, uranium, and mercury, and are
thus likely to also be resistant to large doses of heavy metals.
They are also well suited to life in the dark, low temperatures
and high pressures found in the deep sea.
The discovery of these gigantic cells found in one of the
deepest marine environments opens up a brand new habitat,
warranting further study of biodiversity, biotechnological
potential, and extreme environmental adaptation.

A new species of bush viper has been discovered in southern
Tanzania during a recent biological survey. The exact location is
being kept secret in order to protect the black and yellow,
visually striking snake from illegal trafficking in the exotic pet
trade. Following the drug trade, wildlife trafficking is the second
largest illegal trade in the world. Reptiles make up a large
portion of the illegal exotic pet trade.
The new species, named Matilda’s Horned Viper (Atheris Source: http://www.ouramazingplanet.com
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Science Highlights

Interesting Stuff from the World of Science
“Thar She Blows!”: NASA Designing a Comet Harpoon
Comets have long been an endless fascination for
astronomers, professional and amateur alike. The frozen balls
of dust and ice potentially hold key information regarding the
origins of our solar system and of life itself. This very well may
be why NASA scientists are developing a giant harpoon which is
intended to be deployed from a hovering spacecraft to take a
sample from a moving comet.
Because it is difficult to try and land on a rotating, hurtling
icy body as it travels through space at 240,000 kilometers per
hour, a spacecraft would not need to land in order to collect a
sample with a kind of
a harpoon.
NASA’s
latest
prototype relies in
part on a two-meter
crossbow which is
positioned to fire
vertically downward
into a 55-galon drum
of
“cometary
stimulant.” This stimulant is basically a mix of sand, salt and
pebbles intended to simulate the surface of a comet. The
crossbow itself is simply a bow with a stock and trigger
mechanism so that it can be cocked like a rifle before launching
at a target.
The crossbow design is an excellent means of launching a
projectile. Development and testing are continuing on this
project.
Source: http://www.news.discovery.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Military Dolphins Could Go to Iran
Fact is stranger than fiction, or is it life imitating art? It
seems like this was taken right off of the pages from the
Robert Merle novel, Day of the Dolphin, in which part of the
book dealt with using dolphins to attach bombs to the hulls of
ocean-faring vessels.
Now we learn that the U.S. Military has trained a group of
dolphins to detect mines placed in sea water – slightly different
than deploying a bomb, but still dealing with a highly
destructive device. The dolphins find the mines and drop
transponders near them. In turn, they emit sounds that human
divers can hear and use to find the mine’s location, then
proceed to detonate the devices before they do damage to any
ships.
Since a dolphin’s natural sonar is so effective, they can tell
the difference between man-made and natural objects.
In the event that Iran begins placing mines in the Strait of
Hormuz, the dolphins will be ready to go. The Strait is a
strategic stretch of water for oil tankers leaving the Persian Gulf
bound for foreign ports. Recent news reports about Iran have
confirmed that it is possible the Iranians could close the Strait,
thereby increasing oil prices for various countries and
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negatively impacting their economies.
To many, the use of dolphins by the military is offensive at
best. There are no figures on military dolphin mortalities, but
they are vulnerable to accidental mine detonations while being
close enough to conduct their surveillance, or by being attacked
by enemy troops. The
possibility also exists that
the
wild
dolphin
population native to that
area in the conflict zone
could be mistaken by
enemy troops as agents
of their opponents and
attacked.
Source: http://www.care2.com/greenliving
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Human Genes Introduced into Dairy Cows
Here’s one for the books. Scientists have created geneticallymodified human-cow amalgams that are designed to produce
cow’s milk with the properties of human breast milk. Cloning
technology was used to introduce the human genes into
Holstein cows, then surrogate cows were implanted with the
genetically-modified embryos.
It is hoped that the cows
will produce milk containing a
human protein called
Iysozyme. Recent and
extensive research has called
into question the safety of
these genetically-modified
foods. After all, we are
talking about living animals, which is a far cry from geneticallymodified corn, canola, and other seeds.
Not only are ethical questions raised, but also how safe is this
for either the cattle or the humans who will ultimately consume
this genetically-modified milk? No one knows for sure, as this
research is still in its infancy, and many hope that this is where
it will end.
Source: http://www.care2.com/greenliving
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
“Science Highlights” is a way for members to share anything
particularly interesting that’s science-related that they’ve seen,
heard, or read about since the last issue of Avenger News. It’s
also an easy way to participate and get in print. If you want to
share a bit of science-related news, please send contributions
to Chief Science Officer Annie at:
71 Guadeloupe Drive
Toms River, NJ 08757-4604
piperangus@gmail.com
Including a web address or other information source is highlyappreciated.
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From the Belly of the Beast
“Enter the Dragon: A Commercial Venture
on the Way back to Space”

BY MATTHEW J. RIELLY
For almost a decade now, private business has been taking
what they hope will be a giant leap for commerce and
exploration in the final frontier. It all started with the inaugural
test flight of Space Ship One, designed by Dick Rutan of the
global Voyager flight fame. Next thing you know, we see the
introduction of Virgin Galactic, a very forward-looking vision of
space travel for the common person…at least common people

who are financially worth seven or eight figures. Other
companies have since tossed their hats into the ring to offer
their version of manned and unmanned spacecraft to fill the
void left by the retirement of America’s shuttle fleet, offering
both manned and unmanned vehicles. However, what we have
seen so far has basically been experimental, conceptual,
speculative, or just plain pie-in-the-sky fanciful.
That is, until now. Enter the Dragon.
If you look at the craft itself, it seems like a design hybrid of
NASA’s old Apollo Spacecraft and the venerable Russian Soyuz
manned vehicle. It is based around a module which in shape
resembles a Hershey’s Chocolate Kiss with the top cut off. The
module can carry either cargo to the International Space
Station (ISS) in its unmanned mode, or up to seven people in
its manned configuration. Like the classic Apollo command
module, it has clusters of reaction-control thrusters around its
perimeter for orbital maneuvering and a blunt heat shield to
protect it on re-entry into Earth’s atmosphere.
Mounted underneath the heat shield area is a component
called the trunk. This is an unpressurized area which can be
utilized for cargo and small satellites which can be deployed
directly out from the rear opening. This section also has a
thermal radiator and two solar panels which unfold once the
Dragon makes orbit. During launch and ascent, the nose of the
craft is covered by a rounded nosecone. Once at altitude and
after the launch vehicle’s first stage is jettisoned, the nosecone
is cast off to reveal the docking assembly that will allow it to
connect with non-Russian sections of the ISS. This assembly is
the Passive Common Berthing Mechanism (PCBM).
The Dragon’s launch vehicle is the Falcon 9. Like its payload,
the Falcon 9 is a product of Space Exploration Technologies,

better known as SpaceX. The company submitted its proposal
to NASA in 2005, as part of the agency’s Commercial Orbital
Transportation Services (COTS) program. A test launch of the
Falcon 9 booster was successfully conducted in June 2010, with
a stripped-down version of the Dragon capsule as its payload.
The Dragon itself made its maiden voyage on December 8,
2010, as part of the second Falcon 9 test launch. The Dragon
capsule was originally intended to be flown in February 2012 on
a test mission to dock with the ISS. This flight has since been
pushed back.
To demonstrate further capabilities of the Dragon, NASA’s
Ames Research Center is looking to use a modified version of
the capsule to land on Mars later this decade, and have it drill
the Martian soil to look for and sample any frozen water
underground.
The following is an excerpt from an article cited on
Wikipedia.com:
“Preliminary analysis indicates that Dragon ‘contains most of
the features necessary for a Mars lander’ and would be capable
of performing the necessary Entry, Descent, and Landing (EDL)
functions, ‘including deceleration from hypersonic to supersonic
speeds, initiation of a terminal descent and then achieve a
controlled soft landing, cost-effectively for NASA’.”
Granted,
the
Dragon
is
nowhere near as complex or as
versatile as the retired NASA
Space Shuttle orbiters. There is
actually a reason for that,
especially in this day and age of
economic difficulty and the
repeated
calls
for
pennypinching. The bottom line was
that the Shuttle program was costing more money than saving
it, and it was more expensive to launch commercial satellites
and other such payloads with the Shuttle than with other
single-use launch vehicles like the Ariane series. Until a more
cost-effective space plane is developed and put into use,
privately-manufactured spacecraft like the Dragon are being
viewed as more economic alternatives for the time being. For
example, the material used in the Dragon’s heat shield, PICA-X,
is said to be ten times less expensive to manufacture than the
material NASA used on its Shuttle fleet.
Like the current Chinese New Year, will 2012 prove to be
SpaceX’s year of the Dragon? How long into the second and
third decades of the 21st century will it carry our astronauts?
Will it actually help us colonize the Moon and eventually enable
us to conquer Mars like the summit of Everest? If more private
ventures like SpaceX have their way, we may truly turn space
into the last commercial frontier.
Sources:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dragon_(spacecraft)
http://www.spacex.com/dragon.php
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Star Trek Book News
COMPILED BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG
Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek operations that have been in place for decades? And what can
books...
prevent enemies of the Federation from exploiting this
newfound power?

The Rings of Time (ST:TOS), by Greg Cox
2020: The U.S.S. Lewis & Clark, under
the command of Colonel Shaun Christopher,
sets off on humanity’s first manned mission
to Saturn. But the unexpected presence of
a stowaway complicates the mission—as
does a startling encounter with an alien
probe. But when Colonel Christopher
attempts to capture the probe, he suddenly
finds himself transported across time and
space to a future era of space exploration...
Stardate 7103.4: The U.S.S. Enterprise
responds to an urgent distress call from a
mining colony orbiting Klondike VI, a ringed
gas giant not unlike Saturn. For unknown reasons, the planet’s
rings are coming apart, threatening the safety of the colony
and its inhabitants. Searching for a way to avert the disaster,
Captain James T. Kirk and his crew investigate a mysterious
alien probe that has just entered the system. But when the
probe is beamed aboard, Kirk abruptly finds himself floating in
space above Saturn, wearing an old-fashioned NASA spacesuit,
Enterprise
nowhere
in
sight...
with
the
Two missions. Two crews. And a time-twisting crisis that
spans the centuries....

Star Trek: Destiny (ST:TNG, DS9, VOY, NF, TTN, ENT),
by David Mack (Trade Paperback Omnibus of the Three
Novels)
Star Trek: Destiny is a trilogy of novels
released late in 2008. The series is a
crossover featuring elements from Star
Trek's “The Next Generation”, “Titan”,
“Deep Space Nine”, “Voyager”, and
"elements from Trek’s past, coming
together in an ambitious tale that will
shape the future of the Star Trek
universe".
The trilogy also features the Bacco
administration from the novel Articles of
the Federation, and makes references to
the crews of the U.S.S. Excalibur from
“Star Trek: New Frontier”, and the U.S.S. da Vinci from the
“Corps of Engineers” series.
The trilogy is a continuation of the arc of Borg stories begun
in the TNG relaunch, set in February of 2381 following the
events of the TNG novel Greater Than the Sum. The story also
draws inspiration from an image from the 2007 Ships of the
Line calendar which showed the wreckage of the Columbia (NX02) being inspected by 24th century Star Fleet personnel.
The trilogy has a significant impact on the Star Trek universe,
which is followed up on in multiple subsequent books.

Available March 2012:

Available April 2012:

That Which Divides (ST:TOS), by Dayton Ward
The Xondaii system—located in an area
of non-aligned space near Federation and
Romulan territory—is home to a unique
stellar phenomenon: a spatial rift which
opens every 2.7 Earth years, remains open
for a period of approximately 21 Earth
days, and allows access to a small planetoid
that orbits in proximity to the system’s
fourth planet. During this brief window, the
people of Xondaii undertake a massive
interplanetary operation: mineral ore is
ferried from the mining operation while
supplies, crew replacements, and so on are
transported from the planet. Also, communications with the
mining colony on the planetoid are possible only when the rift is
open.
Science vessel U.S.S. Robert Ballard is severely damaged
during its mission to the system, and the U.S.S. Enterprise is
dispatched to investigate and render assistance. But Kirk,
Spock, and Sulu also collect the data about the rift, and the
evidence they’ve gathered regarding its artificial nature is
compelling. How has this not been discovered by anyone from
Xondaii, especially when considering the extensive mining

Storming Heaven (ST:VGD), by David Mack
“I was there until the end, mate. The
bitter, bloody end.”
Vanguard is under siege. Surrounded
by enemies, Admiral Nogura sends the
scout ship Sagittarius to find an ancient
weapon that might be the Federation’s
only hope of stopping the alien threat
known as the Shedai.
Qo’noS is wracked by scandal.
Councilor Gorkon fights to expose a
Romulan plot to corrupt members of the
Klingon High Council, only to learn the
hard way that crusaders have few allies
and even fewer friends.
Tholia teeters on the brink of madness. To prevent Star
Fleet from wielding the Shedai’s power as its own, the Tholians
deploy an armada with one mission: Kill the Shedai — by
destroying Vanguard.

Available February 2012:
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Ship’s BBS
The Ship’s BBS was first introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where
items of interest could be posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things do change from
issue to issue, so keep checking back each issue, and if you’ve got an item you’d like to share, feel free to send it in. ☺
* Help Wanted!
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help!
The following positions are open:
- Chief Medical Officer: Serve on the senior staff, and be a
leader of the members in the Communications Division. Have
a direct voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight health
and medical interests, both in the Trek Universe and in real
life. (This position requires STARFLEET membership in good
standing.)
Contact COMM Judy or ADM Alex if you’d like to volunteer!
- Chief of Communications: Serve on the senior staff, and
be a leader of the members in the Communications Division.
Have a direct voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight
communications interests, covering theories, technologies,
and anything about how people interact with each other, in
many media, both in the Trek Universe and in real life. (This
position requires STARFLEET membership in good standing.)
Contact COMM Judy or ADM Alex if you’d like to volunteer!
- Press Officer: Write and distribute press releases to the
ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media
personnel, and help craft our club image to the world at
large!
- Outreach/Orientation Officer: Contact new members to
welcome them to the Avenger, and be available to answer
any questions they might have. Essentially, the Outreach/
Orientation Officer will be a “go to” person for the newest
members as they get comfortable with being part of the
group. Friendliness and willingness to interact with new
people is a must. STARFLEET membership is recommended,
but not required.
* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love
to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our
members bring to the group, and can be as simple as
something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy!
Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event
Planner and begin your adventure today. Event Planners
contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners
and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship
meeting. This is a way for everyone to find out the details of
what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to
do! We need your help, because if no one coordinates events,
they don’t happen!!

irc.fleetchat.org
Port 6667
The main STARFLEET channel is #starfleet, and Avenger
maintains its own channel at #avenger
For additional information, visit http://www.fleetchat.org/
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated
news from the Avenger via email and special website
features. Check it out at:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-sfi

- Avenger is also well-represented on Facebook, with both a
page and a group. The page is generally updated with
information directed more to the general public, while the
group includes more of the discussions, events announcements,
and cross-chatter among members and friends. The URLs are:
Avenger Facebook Group: http://www.facebook.com/
groups/27371220186/
Avenger Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/USSAvenger/159162957480482
- Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF format,
in on the Avenger website.
* Our CaféPress Store: You can buy Avenger schtuff online
like T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads, etc at the
Cafepress Avenger Store, featuring our logo. The store can be
found at: http://www.cafepress.com/ussavenger
* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is there something you’d like
that we’re not offering at the Avenger Store? Check out
CaféPress’s product list, and if you see something there that’s
not available in our store, contact Avenger Command and let
them know.
* Additional purchase options: Avenger also has material
available at RADM Todd’s Zazzle store. Check it out at: http://

www.zazzle.com/scotsmuppet

* Look at this spiffy poster below and go buy one! The
newest addition to our online repertoire is the Cutaway Poster
of Avenger herself. Done by artist Chris Allan, this detailed
poster matches up with the official Avenger Blueprints and
gives a detailed look inside our vessel. Take a look! It’s at our
CaféPress store: http://www.cafepress.com/ussavenger

* Internet Resources:
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the
Internet! Check ‘em out...
- The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can
find information about your fellow crewmates and read online
logs from your division chief: http://www.ussavenger.org/
- Another great way to contact your STARFLEET buddies is
through the Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be
found on the Avenger site. Go to the Internet Resources link
on the navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow
the instructions about IRC. NOTE: To access the IRC servers,
use:
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Ship’s BBS
* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested
members are invited to join a community called Project
SIMELE. “SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET In the Movie and
Early Lost Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of
STARFLEET who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are
fictionally set in the timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the
Star Trek Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the
Avenger.) It’s designed to provide a venue for members to
share resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in
this era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative fiction, and
so forth. Come check the group out at

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/

* Avenger Blueprints!
Do you find yourself
getting lost every time
you’re on duty while
serving aboard your ship?
Maybe you should get one
of these spiffy blueprint
maps!
From the Federation
Frontiers publishing office,
we are pleased to offer
General Plans for the Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate. No starship,
save the famous line of those named Enterprise, has received
this much attention to detail.
The twenty (20) sheet set includes:
- Construction history
- Ship's directory
- Six (6) external views
- Full starship specifications
- Equipment listing (with system contractors)
- Four (4) cross-section views
- Plan views of all eleven decks at 1:600 scale
- Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main
engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay,
transporter complex, and auxiliary control.

The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate General Plans cost a mere
$10.00 for Avenger crew members, and can be purchased
directly from Alex Rosenzweig. You can also buy the plans via
mail order for $12, which includes shipping charges. Money
orders are preferred, and will speed delivery. However,
personal checks are acceptable and should be payable to
“Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for
$15.00 and deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order,
simply print out the handy order form at web site, or send your
name, address, e-mail address, number and type of sets
desired, along with your check or money order, to the following
address:
Federation Frontiers
c/o Michael C. Rupprecht
3711 Bloomingdale Drive
Hillsborough, NJ 08844-5531
* Avenger Fiction Update
- The Fiction Workshop of November 2010 was very successful,
with a lot of good ideas, and no fewer than four stories either
in writing or in development as an outgrowth of the event.
They’re taking longer to complete than had been hoped, but
we still look forward to bringing them to you in the months to
come.
- The script for a proposed Avenger episode of “Tales of the
Seventh Fleet” has been completed as an Avenger short
story, and it is now being serialized in Avenger News.
- Work is underway on CMDR Setak’s “Summer Vacation’ story.
Other tales of our characters’ adventures while on leave in
mid-2310 are welcomed! See “The Avenger in Fiction”.
- Ideas and suggestions for future possible group collaborations
are welcomed. Feel free to send them to ADM Alex, or even
pitch them to the Avenger’s e-mail list.
- Suggestions for interesting characters to fill open spots in
Avenger’s fictional crew are wanted! You can provide just
some rough notes, or a full character file. If you’d like to get
in on the fun, check in with ADM Alex.
- And don’t forget to work on keeping your own main
character’s file up-to-date, too! Or create one if you haven’t
done so yet. Check with ADM Alex for assistance if you need
it.

For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at
mrupprecht@hindlepowerinc.com, or just visit the Federation
Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star Trek * Quote for this Issue:
technical documents: http://federationfrontiers.tripod.com/ “The problems of the world cannot possibly be solved by
fh1860/
skeptics or cynics whose horizons are limited by the obvious
realities. We need men who can dream of things that never
were.” - John F. Kennedy

IMAGE GALLERY
“Night Shift Hangar”, by Dave Metlesits
(from DeviantART)
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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The Avenger in Fiction

“A Ringing Announcement”, Part II
BY ALEX ROSENZWEIG, WITH PATRICK BARNES, TODD BRUGMANS, TOM
COSTELLO, MATT RIELLY, NORM VAN HOUTEN, AND JUDY WAIDLICH
“Space, The Final Frontier...
These are the continuing
“I don’t know,” said Wie, “but the power drain is
voyages of the starship Avenger. Her ongoing mission: to increasing...”
explore strange, new worlds; to seek out new life and new
civilizations; to boldly go where no one has gone before.”
In Hangar Bay 1, a team of 12 personnel from Security stood
facing the Chief Armory Officer, Lieutenant sh’Rethra. The
Many members’ questions have dealt with the fictional Andorian was holding up a Type II phaser as she spoke to the
Avenger. Since we call for members to make up personnel files others.
for their characters, members want to know just how our
“You’re all familiar with the basic Type II phaser unit,” she
fictional universe works. What does the fictional Avenger do? said, “but this new version has improved targeting and beam
How does it fit into the Star Trek Universe as portrayed on TV stability features. You’ve seen the briefing vid, right?
and in the films, books, comics, etc.? To answer these
The security team nodded affirmatively.
questions, and to (hopefully) keep you folks entertained, this
“Good,” said sh’Rethra. She glanced over at Lieutenant
series of articles was born.
Rigoni, who stood near a control panel set into the wall of the
bay. “If you would activate the target force field, please?”
In this issue, I am please to bring you the first new tale we’ve
Rigoni nodded and worked controls. A few meters in front of
had in a while. Because of its length, it will be serialized over the forward inner bulkhead, a force field curtain shimmered
the next couple of issues. So, without further ado, I am happy into being, and several sets of glowing yellow crosshairs
to bring you the next part of “A Ringing Announcement”...
appeared.
“All right,” said sh’Rethra, “you’ll break up into teams of two,
A RINGING ANNOUNCEMENT, Part II
and practice with these phasers. Use low-power settings, and
see how easy it is to get a fix on, follow, and hit the targets.”
Back in the physics lab, Rush and Zee had been joined by She distributed phasers to the security personnel, who
two more members of the physics team, Lieutenant Wie and dispersed across the bay and began taking practice shots at the
Ensign Hu. They continued their analyses of the artifact, but targets. For a few moments, the beams harmlessly impacted
were now keeping a considerable distance between themselves the force field, and whenever a target was hit, it would flash
and the table on which the artifact sat. More power had also green, vanish, and then reappear again in yellow.
been fed into the force field, though they had to balance the
Abruptly, the overhead lights flickered and the force field
field’s protective potential and making sure that it wouldn’t wavered, allowing several of the phaser beams to go right
prevent them from taking readings on the device...or whatever through and scorch the bulkhead behind it.
it was.
“What the hell???” exclaimed sh’Rethra. “Cease fire! CEASE
Wie sat at a workstation in one corner, studying the data on FIRE!” The security personnel responded quickly, and the
a viewer in front of him. As the results scrolled down the beams ceased. The Andorian shen turned to Rigoni, who was
screen, Wie’s eyes narrowed. He looked back at the others, running diagnostics with a baffled-looking expression. “Rigoni,
concerned. “Lieutenant Rush? I think we have a problem.”
what is going on?!”
“Oh?” asked Rush. “What is it?”
“I don’t know. Something’s wrong with the power flow. It
“I’m reading a power drain from this system,” Wie just...dropped off, for no apparent reason.”
elaborated.
“Where?” Rush asked. “Can you tell what’s causing it?”
On the bridge, Lieutenant J.G. Shoshana Rabin sat at the
Lieutenant Zee joined Ensign Hu at the neighboring Engineering station, studying the readouts running across the
workstation. He pointed at the display there. “According to this, viewers in front of her. Waidlich and Setak stood behind her.
it’s localized to this room.”
After another moment, she turned to look up at both of them.
“Lovely,” Rush muttered, his soft Scottish accent becoming “Reports are coming in, Commodore,” she said to Waidlich.
just a bit more pronounced. He hitched a finger back toward “Steadily increasing power drains from around the ship.”
the artifact. “Could it be connected to the energy release from
“Can we isolate the source of the drain?” Waidlich asked.
that thing?”
Rabin tapped a switch, bringing up a graphic of the layout of
“Perhaps,” Zee said.
Deck 7. Red and yellow lines tracked along the power conduits
Hu scooped up a tricorder from the work table next to the on that deck. “I’ve been analyzing the power flows. Everything
station where he sat and turned to scan the artifact. “It must seems to lead back to Deck 7...the physics lab.”
be the artifact,” he said. But the tricorder wasn’t giving him
“Interesting,” Setak said. The Chief Science Officer looked at
results that he expected, and in frustration, he threw the device Waidlich. “Commodore, I would recommend that we isolate the
back down on the table. Rush gave him a warning look, and Hu lab. All systems, communications, power lines, ODN conduits,
said, “Sorry.”
and so forth.”
“Keep your focus, Ensign,” Rush said. Then he turned to
“You suspect that artifact that Rush and his team brought
study the artifact, himself. “But if the artifact is the cause, what aboard?” Waidlich asked him.
turned it on?”
“I believe that we should consider it a likely source, although
I am uncertain as to how it has achieved this effect.”
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In sickbay, Parker-MacKenzie watched the readings on the
display at Ensign Ecks’s head. “All right, Mr. Ecks is stabilized.
He should be all right, but he’ll need some rest now.” She
looked across the bed, to where McGwynn stood. “And you,
Lieutenant? You’re okay? No ill effects?
“I’m fine,” McGwynn said with a shrug.
Parker-MacKenzie glanced in S’net’s direction and nodded,
almost imperceptibly. The Caitian nurse scooped up a medical
tricorder from an equipment rack and passed it over McGwynn.
“Hey, what are you doing?” McGwynn said, eyeing the
tricorder suspiciously.
“Just a simple scan,” S’net told her. “Nothing to worrrrry
about. We’rrrre just making surrre of yourrr condition.”
“Really, I feel fine,” McGwynn insisted. “Can I go back to
work now?”
Parker-Mackenzie looked at S’net, who shook her head.
Shifting her gaze back to McGwynn, she nodded. “All right. Go.
But if anything starts not feeling right, I want you back here,
okay?”
“Okay, Doc, thanks.” McGwynn then beat a hasty retreat and
hurried out the door.
Meanwhile, in Main
Engineering, Captain Matt
Rielly, the Chief Engineer,
stood in the mist of the
cluster of consoles that
comprised
the
main
engineering monitor station.
He faced into the group of
workstations. Behind him, the
vertical intermix shaft
shimmered and glowed with the energies of the matter/
antimatter reaction which powered the Avenger. Right now,
though, the main reactor was working extra hard to deal with
the problem besetting the ship.
Lieutenant Rho’Bedrei, an Efrosian Power Systems Officer,
was among the personnel manning the monitor station’s
consoles. Rho’Bedrei was a busy man today, dealing with the
situation. As he concentrated, another red warning light came
to life at his station. He called up a display of the Avenger’s
power grid. All through the system, red warning indicators were
popping up on the viewer. Small situation identification codes
and numbers detailing what was happening elaborating upon
the warning symbols.
“Chief,” Rho’Bedrei said, “the power drain is expanding
throughout the ship.”
Rielly stepped closer to the lieutenant’s station. “What the
hell is this thing??” he muttered exasperatedly.
On the inner surface of the ringworld, the other landing
parties had been advised of the situation and told that beaming
to the ship would be a problem for the moment. They were
advised to be extra careful not to get into any trouble from
which they might need the ship’s transporters to extricate
them.
A number of kilometers from the site where Rush’s party had
found the artifact that now sat in the Avenger’s physics lab, a
second landing party, including Lieutenant J.G. Alan Marshall,
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had discovered several more artifacts. Marshall had signaled
the Avenger to seek additional instructions. He listened intently
as the duty communications officer told him what was going on.
“All right, Avenger,” he responded with a sigh. “We’ll do what
we can down here. Landing party out.” He tapped his
communicator badge to deactivate it, and then turned to the
other members of the landing party. “The artifact that the
Lieutenant Rush’s team beamed aboard seems to be tied to a
power drain affecting the ship. It’s already injured one person.
There’s a moratorium on beaming anything else to the ship
until they have a better idea of what’s going on. Meanwhile,
they’ve asked us to study the artifacts we’ve found further, and
see if we can get some clues that might help.”
“What can we do, Lieutenant?” asked Ensign Taylor, the
xenobiologist.
Marshall shrugged. “I’m not sure, especially with the
resources we have down here, but let’s take a closer look at
these objects, and see what we can figure out.”
Soon afterward, the Avenger’s senior officers convened in
Briefing Room 1. They were
a tense group, seated
around the conference table
that dominated the room.
“Opinions,
ladies
and
gentlemen?”
asked
Commodore Waidlich. “How
can we stop this thing?”
“Are we even sure yet how
it started?” Rielly asked.
“It’s clearly tied to the
artifact we brought on
board,” T’HoD commented.
“Right,” Rielly said, “but what—for lack of a better term—set
it off?”
Science Officer Setak leaned forward. “The artifact scanned
as inert when brought aboard. Sometime after we initiated our
analysis, it seemed to activate abruptly.”
“What did you do in your analysis?” the exec asked.
“The research team employed a standard battery of scans,”
Setak explained. “These were initially passive, but we
eventually employed active scanning, as well.”
Rielly asked, “Did you use increasing power levels on those
scans?”
“Affirmative,” Setak replied. “Initial power levels showed no
effect, but also yielded very limited data. We therefore
gradually increased the intensities and power levels of the
scans.”
Waidlich fixed her attention on both Setak and Rielly. “Can
we conclude that a certain power level set that artifact off?”
Setak nodded thoughtfully. “It is possible. Perhaps the
artifact would not be programmed to react to power
emanations below a threshold level.”
“It’s not the first time we’ve seen something like that,” said
T’HoD.
“That’s true,” Waidlich agreed.
“Okay, what if we isolate it from all power sources?”
suggested Rielly.
“Isolate it...how? You mean turn off the ship?” asked Captain
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Joe Horton, the chief of security. He’d transferred to the
Avenger just a few months ago, having previously served
aboard the starships Top Gun and Sovereign. In response to his
question, Rielly just stopped and looked at him. “Okay,” Horton
continued, not missing a beat, “maybe not.”
Setak had returned his attention to the tri-sided viewer in the
center of the table. “Intriguing,” he said softly. Looking up at
the others, he continued in a slightly louder voice, “According to
this data, the artifact’s power drain pauses at regular intervals.
It then seems to reset and draw power again, at a higher
level.”
“As if recalibrating?” asked Rielly.
Setak nodded. “That is one possible explanation.”
“Wait,” T’HoD said abruptly. “If it has to adjust to draw
power at different levels...w hat if we feed it more than it can
swallow?”
Rielly looked at the executive officer. “You mean overload it?”
“What will that do?” wondered Horton.
“Might burn it out,” said Rielly. “Then again, might blow it
up.”
“And us with it,” Parker-MacKenzie added, speaking up for
the first time.
“What about finding a frequency to turn it off?” wondered
Waidlich.
“Possibly, Commodore,” Setak replied, “but there are
concerns. It could potentially take too long to find the right
frequency. Additionally, some frequencies or radiation forms
may be inimical to the health of the crew.”
“But could we do it?” asked Rielly. “Theoretically, I mean.”
Setak nodded, though his mien was one of concern. “It is
possible, but the odds for success are against us.”
As the others weighed that, the intercom chimed, and
Lieutenant Charles Donovan’s voice came through the speakers.
“Donovan here. Report from the Linguistics team.”
Waidlich tapped a control on her panel. “Yes, Lieutenant?
What have you found?”
“Commodore, we’re making headway on the translation of
the alien writing.”
“And?”
“Some of it appears to be,” and Donovan seemed to hesitate,
for just a moment, before continuing, “operating instructions.”
“Does it say how to turn it off?” asked Rielly.
“Sorry, sir,” Donovan’s reply came back. “We haven’t found
that yet.”
“What HAVE you found?” T’HoD wanted to know.
“Just bits and pieces, really,” Donovan said. “Not enough that
we’re comfortable with the context. We need more time for a
complete translation.”
T’HoD looked like he was holding back a retort, but Waidlich
shook her head slightly and said, “Thank you, Lieutenant. Keep
us informed.”
“Aye, Commodore,” said Donovan. “Out.”
The channel closed with a soft beep, and Waidlich continued,
“Let’s review our options. Isolation of power sources: not
feasible. Overload: possible, but not without risks. Find key
frequency: preferable, but time-consuming. Awaiting translation
of written panels: also time-consuming.”
“Overloading it may be our best option,” said T’HoD.
Horton put up a hand. “What about the blowing-up part?”

“Evacuate nearby areas of the ship,” suggested Setak, “thus
minimizing potential casualties.”
“What about the crewmembers in the lab?” said ParkerMacKenzie.
“Is there any indication that further exposure to the artifact is
harming the people in the lab?” Waidlich asked.
Parker-MacKenzie shook her head. “So far, no.”
“We will also need them to continue monitoring the artifact
during the initial power buildup,” Setak added. “If energy levels
within the artifact appear to be reaching a critical threshold, we
can unlock and evacuate the lab with minimal risk to the crew.”
Waidlich leaned forward, then, her expression settling as she
came to a decision. “Okay, we’ll try overloading it.”

End Part II
**********
In future articles, we'll continue to talk about what's aboard
the ship, how various systems work, crew specifics, etc.
(Members are urged to suggest topics. If there's something you
want to know about the ship, chances are that someone else
wants to know, too. So send in your questions, and we'll try to
get answers for you in upcoming columns.)
As you’ve seen, this column also supports short stories!
Stories should be no more than 4 pages in 10-point type, and
can be about anything in the Avenger Universe. (Stories for
serialization are also accepted, but the story must be submitted
complete, and arrangements with the column editor and
Avenger News editor for serialization will be made ahead of
time.) We hope everyone will take the opportunity to contribute
to the tales of the Avenger.
To help you out, we’re also running story ideas each issue.
These aren’t fleshed out, but are jumping-off points from which
stories may evolve. If you do see an idea listed here that you’d
like to build a story from, let me know, so that we don’t get
multiple members working on the same idea. And here we have
the next suggestions...
1] A spatial anomaly grabs the Avenger and drops it in a
system a good six weeks from Federation space, on the upper
Z-axis of the galaxy. Other ships show up as well, some alien,
some hostile, some Federation, all with the same story something opened up near them, dropped them through a
spatial hole, and left them here. The system they are in
contains some sort of oddity, perhaps an “experiment”
underway, or some natural phenomenon, that has “charged”
their ships; if they try to leave, it will only tug them back. Only
by getting the remarkably different factions to work together
will they be able to free themselves from the effect and go
home...
2] A telepathic crewmember is murdered, and another
member of the Avenger’s crew is the unfortunate recipient of
the last telepathic contact just as the murder victim dies. In a
desperate attempt to get help, the murdered crewmember
telepathically “downloaded” their personality - which is
telepathically there, and visible to the crewmember. The story
becomes a kind of murder investigation, where the personality
of the murder victim is present, and trying to figure out why he
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was murdered in the first place. The telepathic impression of
the victim will fade over time (or just be quieted after solving
the crime). Basically, the plot requires a “shot in the back” sort
of death.
And here’s a special challenge for you writers out there:
From June through August 2310, the Avenger was in drydock
at Earth, being resupplied, reprovisioned, and generally made
ready for its next five-year mission. The crew was on leave
during this time. This could be a great opportunity for stories
about members of the crew getting off the ship and exploring
other parts of the Trek Universe. Are you up for it? Send
contributions to ADM Alex. There’s no minimum length, and as
space allows, we’ll run them here in Avenger News.
Finally, as a part of this series, we include character-files of
members of the crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-file,
great! If not, why not try making one? We'll try to publish one
or two each issue, as space and contributions permit. We’re
always looking for members to create files for their own
characters. If you’re interested in creating a file for your
fictional character, or updating an existing file, contact ADM
Rosenzweig for help/information.
In this issue, in honor of the change of command, we bring
you the character file for our new CO...
LYNCH, DAVID “DAVE”

Command Staff College. Graduated at age 25, and assigned
with the rank of Ensign to the scout U.S.S. Transcendence as
an engineering specialist in the propulsion systems department.
Within a year, Lynch was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant
and the position of engineering officer warp propulsion
department. At age 32, he was promoted to Lt. Commander
and transferred to the heavy cruiser U.S.S. Arthur C. Clarke as
chief engineer. Two years later, during an engagement with an
Orion vessel, the ship’s commanding and executive officers
were killed, and the Clarke itself nearly suffered a catastrophic
warp core breach. Lynch was able to both stabilize the warp
core and then make his way to the bridge to assume command
until the situation was resolved. In the aftermath of the
incident, Lynch was promoted to the rank of Captain and
assigned as Commanding Officer. At the age of 36, when the
Clarke returned from its mission, Lynch was transferred to the
heavy cruiser U.S.S. Challenger as an Operations Advisor, while
secondarily frocked as squadron leader for a group of fighters
detailed to the ship at that time. At the age of 38, Lynch
transferred to Star Fleet Headquarters to serve as part of the
Advanced Starship Design Bureau, a position he held until mid2305, when he completed his current duty commitment and
entered semi-retirement, writing books on his experiences. In
early 2311, however, he requested that his commission be
reactivated. He was assigned to the heavy frigate U.S.S.
Avenger as a propulsion systems officer, while also conducting
engineering research in the field. At the age of 45, when Rear
Admiral Judith Waidlich left command of the Avenger and
transferred to Star Fleet Academy, Lynch was reassigned as
commanding officer.

CAPTAIN
Personal:
Unmarried. Mother is alive on Earth, where she is
retired, father passed away in late 2311. Three siblings, one
sister and two brothers. One of the three is deceased, while the
other two are self-employed. Lynch is currently in a relationship
with Ensign Jennifer Thompson, whom he met while serving
aboard the Clarke. Lynch is what might be described as a
“workaholic”, both on duty and off. This intensity has served
him well in his career, but sometimes can lead him to focus so
much on one thing that he has to be pried away to attend to
other matters. As an example, Lynch retains a deep interest in
starship technology, and as a hobby, still regularly writes and
History:
Entered Star Fleet Academy at age 18, and submits papers for technical journals. He is also a martial arts
completed all required courses in four years. Spent three years enthusiast, and trains regularly. He can often be found in the
in graduate training at the College of Engineering and the ship’s gymnasium in his off hours.
Serial Number: SC 48258 CEC
Official Position: Commanding Officer
Current Assignment: U.S.S. Avenger; Heavy Frigate; NCC-1860
Nature and Duration of Mission: Multi-Purpose (Exploration;
Peaceforcer; Survey; Etc.); 5 Years
Age: 45
Nationality: Terran
Place of Birth: New Jersey--United States--Earth
Date of Birth: 8 August 2266

IMAGE GALLERY
Lego sculptures from the Art of the
Brick exhibition at the Morris
Museum.
[Submitted by Judy Waidlich]

“Random Render 2”, by archangel72367 (from DeviantART)
[Submitted by Alex Rosenzweig]
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Mission Docket
Upcoming Events

12 February 2012 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Back in Theaters: 3D or 3Don’t! (A discussion of rereleases of 2D
films converted to 3D) Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: CAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com
17-19 February 2012 – Farpoint
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 2004 Greenspring Drive, Timonium, MD
Farpoint is a Baltimore-based, science fiction media convention. They’re a fan-run, fan-friendly con, with a lot more to offer than
your basic autographs-and-a-dealers-room “show”. Guests include Michael Hogan (Colonel Tigh from nuBSG), Kate Vernon (Ellen
Tigh from nuBSG), Kristin Bauer (Pam from “True Blood”), Kathleen David, Peter David, Keith R.A. DeCandido, Michael Jan Friedman, Phil Giunta, Bob Greenberger, Helen Madden, Marc Okrand, the cast/crew of “Starship Farragut”, Howard Weinstein, Steven
H. Wilson, X-Ile Pictures, and more!
Event Cost: Full Weekend: $80; Saturday Only: $55; Sunday Only: $40; Child Membership (Good for the weekend - no daily child
memberships): $25; Friday Only: $10; Saturday Evening Only: $10 (Included with a Saturday Only or a Weekend Badge)
Event Website: http://www.farpointcon.com/
11 March 2011 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: The status of “Star Trek (2013)”. The film is in production, so we’ll
recap what we know and don’t know. Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: CAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com
15 April 2012 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: A Look at the Space Program. What’s happening, what isn’t, and
what does the future hold? Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: CAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com
20 May 2012 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “Vanguard” Wrap-Up: After 7 novels and an anthology of novellas,
the saga has concluded. What did you think of it? A look back at the story, the characters, and where they took the readers that
went with them. Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: CAPT David Lynch, Karate666@aol.com
NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can make
the proper arrangements. Thanks!

Trekkin’ the Web, Continued
From Judy Waidlich:

Canadian Teens Launch Lego Man into Space
Boldly going where no Lego man has gone before!
Star Trek’s U.S.S. Reliant in 10,000+ LEGO Bricks
A tiny Lego man clutching a Canadian
LEGO builder Christer Nyberg
flag has made history of sorts, making
constructed this reproduction of
the first space flight for Lego-kind
Khan Noonien Singh's favored
aboard a weather balloon rigged by two
ride from “Star Trek II: The
high school students from Toronto, CanWrath of Khan”. The entire proada. Canadian teenagers Mathew Ho and
ject took him over a year and
Asad Muhammad, both 17, attached the figurine - and four
required somewhere between
cameras - to a helium balloon that went up 80,000 feet into the
10,000 and 15,000 LEGO bricks.
air, the Toronto Star reported.
http://io9.com/5878194/star-treks-uss-reliant-in-10000%2B- http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/245965/scitech/
science/canadian-teens-launch-lego-man-into-space
lego-bricks-ceti-eels-not-included
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331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17
Linden, NJ 07036-5695

U.S.S. Avenger

The Next Meeting of the U.S.S. Avenger will be:

Sunday, March 11, 2012
2:00 PM

North Brunswick Public Library
880 Herrmann Road
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org
Avenger News 131 Deadline: March 20, 2012
Please send all submissions to Alex Rosenzweig
alexr@tellurian.com

