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MEANWHILE, BACK ON THE BRIDGE...
By Judy Waidlich

Happy New Year as we welcome in 2010, the year of the U.S.S. Avenger’s 25th Anniversary Party!
Planning is still proceeding apace. Invites will be out shortly (if they’re not already out) as we nish with
the menu selection. We have our site chosen: Pines Manor, Edison, NJ. There is a hotel across the street,
the Crowne Plaza, where we have a special room rate. Randy, our Dj from the 20th Anniversary, will be
our DJ again for this event; he really is looking forward to our party. So save the date: May 15, 2010. One
member has already paid for the event!
Besides all the work involved in the party (and all members can participate; just contact your division
chief. We need a special webpage set up, and more decoration ideas), we continue our full slate of activities. Fiction projects have been proceeding. There are also the various conventions: Farpoint, Monster
Mania, ICON 29, and Chiller Theatre (check Mission Docket for dates and websites).
We are heading back to the DaVinci’s Workshop exhibit at the Discovery Times Square Exposition
Center in March. Also in March, our friends on the U.S.S. Challenger are having their annual Intergalactic
Food Festival.
We have the Polar Bear Plunge at the end of February, as well.
2010 is looking like another stellar year for the U.S.S. Avenger. I hope you can join us for some of these
events, particularly the Anniversary Party. And speaking of anniversary parties, the U.S.S. Sovereign is
having theirs on June 12, 2010. But ours will be rst!

Commodore Judy
DIVISION REPORTS
ENGINEERING
by Capt. Matthew J. Rielly
The new year is off to a relatively quiet start
for the division, although attentions continue to
focus on the Avenger’s 25th Anniversary party
coming in May. The biggest thing to report at
this stage is that after months of coaxing and
invitation by at least one or two of our fellow
Stareeters, I have nally joined Facebook. I’m
still familiarizing myself with the various tools
and features, and I have yet to post a photo to
my prole. Otherwise, things are off to a good
start.
Although again I am sitting out of the Farpoint
convention this year, my plans are still in place
to attend this year’s Shore Leave convention
in Hunt Valley, Maryland. I feel they have
an excellent line-up this year, and I encourage
anyone on the ship who has not been to Shore
Leave before to check it out for themselves.
For media picks, I cannot emphasize strongly
enough that SyFy’s new show Caprica is earning all the good reviews that it has garnered so
far. Look for a review in the latest edition of
Avenger News.

SECURITY
By Joe Horton
I’d like to introduce myself to the ship as the
new Chief of Security. My name is Captain Joe
Horton, and I’ve been with Avenger for the last
year or so. I gured that I should take the challenge of a staff position on the Avenger, and see
what exciting things I could do in the Security
Division.
Twenty-four hours after I took the job, I got
to play the role of a true redshirt. I was attacked
and attempted to defend myself, but didn’t do
such a good job. I lost the ght, but realize that
I had some really good friends in STARFLEET,
who emailed me and checked on my status.
I was really impressed with Emmett Plant
for helping out during the day on Saturday, and
basically watching over me because I had a head
injury and couldn’t be left alone for the rst
24 hours, period. He traveled up from Delaware
to Philadelphia, and all he accepted was some
Chinese takeout.
I had a few friends that I worked with call and
ask how I was doing and if I needed anything.
Luckily, I could take time off of work and heal
up. I also want to thank everyone that gave me a
“get well soon” e-mail, text, or phone call.
After the attack, I got some good advice that
you can also use if this ever happens to you. I
don’t have insurance, and at rst I was worried
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about the cost of the emergency room. However, Janek Kazimer from the Odin took a look at me, and then drove me to the hospital
because I was in really bad shape.
I was seen pretty quickly at the emergency room, and they gave me pain pills, did a CAT scan, and ran several other tests. At
the end of the emergency room visit, I was offered the option of paying a xed fee based on the services that were given to me.
This was a fraction of the total cost of the visit.
You should think of your health rst, because the hospital will work with you, and they don’t give you second-rate treatment,
which some people think. If you don’t have health insurance. the hospital will treat you with the best of care and, like I said before,
they will work out a deal with you.
You should also always le the police report, no matter whether or not you can identify the attacker, because if a second event
happens with the same group of people, the cops cant help you as much if it’s the rst time they heard you were attacked.
I realize this is not the best introduction, and I’d rather have given a happy report. Sometimes, though, the truth can be an eye-opener,
and crime can happen in all areas, even if you live in a very quiet and low-crime area.
I would like to thank all my friends for all the well-wishes and prayers for my fast recovery. I am thankful that the guy didn’t
have a gun or a knife!

MEDICAL
As Charles Dickens once wrote, “It was the
best of times and it was the worst of times.” That
aptly describes what 2009 was like. The best of
times included a brand new Star Trek movie that
breathed new life into the franchise, and did an incredible job of it, too! Then there was the rare opportunity to be
involved with a traveling Star Trek Exhibit in Philadelphia
which many of us shared.
The worst of times began to fall toward the end of the
year, in mid-November, when Todd was hospitalized for
another diabetic emergency. Due to this, we were denied
the joy of sharing the holidays together, but we managed
to get through it.
Many of us were able to come together with our Challenger friends for a fun-lled New Year’s Eve party. It was
a bittersweet occasion. On the one hand, it was a lot of fun,
and on the other hand, Todd was unable to attend and share
in the celebration. It was once again held at Jeff and Laura
Victor’s house. They were, as always, the perfect hosts, and
we all had a great time!
Events we have to look forward to during the winter
months include February 27th for the Seaside Heights
Polar Bear Plunge to benet Special Olympics, where the
intrepid plungers will be risking their extremities for a good
cause. Once again we will see our own Patrick Barnes
head up the plunge team with his usual air for unique and
interesting costumes! On March 7th, the U.S.S. Challenger
will host its annual Intergalactic Food Fest at the Seaside
Heights Community Center. I’m trying to come up with
something interesting to contribute.
As far as movies go, the two best I’ve seen recently were
“Sherlock Holmes” and “Avatar”, which was as brilliant
as it was ground-breaking. It has been breaking all kinds
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of box ofce records and is right up there with another little James
Cameron movie, “Titanic”.
On a personal note, while I never make New Year’s Resolutions,
there’s one standard one I typically make: I resolve to not make any
resolutions! The way I gure it is if I really do decide to actually make
a real resolution, technically I’m not breaking a resolution! This year,
as I made my usual “resolution”, I had an opportunity that was literally
handed to me and upon which I had to embark. At work, an idea was
presented to us to have our own “The Biggest Loser” contest. After
tossing the idea of joining for about 30 seconds, I made the commitment
to become healthier! We’ve divided up into teams and at the end of a
twelve week period, the team who has collectively lost the most weight
will receive a cash prize. Individual cash prizes will be handed out as
well.
I believe that for many of us, the prizes are only a very small part of
this endeavor. All of us have the opportunity to do something wonderful
and positive in our lives. Many of us also wanted to bring about a
change for ourselves, develop a new way of looking at our lives, and
make them better...from within. That’s certainly what I want. And I’m
off to a good start. My food shopping habits have already changed for
the better. I’m eating more healthy food and enjoying it, too! I look at
food differently. I rule it, it doesn’t rule me! This will be a work in
progress that will go beyond the initial twelve weeks and continue far
into the future.
And now that dinner is over in the mess hall, it’s time for me to take a
nice brisk walk around the corridors, so I’ll just grab my walking shoes
from my quarters, put them on and get to it!
Until next time . . .

Commander Annie Slonski
Chief Medical Ofcer
U.S.S. Avenger
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Greetings, All!
Happy New Year, and welcome to the Year We Make Contact!
(Well, everybody else has used the line, so… <wink>) It seems
like just the other day that I was writing this column for AN#118,
and here we are again. Time goes quick, doesn’t it?
Well... We’re in the new year, and there’s loots going on,
as always. In the theaters, a sci- lm is well on its way to
setting all sorts of records. James Cameron’s “Avatar” is not onlyIMHO-a rollicking good time at the movies, but it pushed the
technological envelope for lmmaking in new and exciting ways.
I really recommend it, because while the story itself is older than
dirt, the telling of it in this particular lm is quite rewarding.
Scientically, the lm had a lot of interesting elements, too. One
of those that has gotten people talking is the idea that the planet
in the lm, Pandora, is actually a moon of a gas giant (like Jupiter
or Saturn). Now it’s absolutely true that we’ve seen this before in
science ction. For example, the rebel base in “Star Wars Episode
IV: A New Hope” was on an Earthlike moon of a gas giant. And
in “Star Trek: Enterprise”, we learned that the planet Andor was
also the satellite of a gas giant. So what makes this of particular
interest now, when it didn’t capture the awareness of the public
for “Star Wars” or “Enterprise”? The thing of it is, since that lm
and TV series were rst seen, we’ve discovered many extra-solar
planets in real life. Most of these have been supergiant planets of
various types (probably owing to the fact that our observational
technology isn’t quite good enough to see the smaller ones yet).
And a number of them have been found in the habitable zones
of the stars around which they orbit. This has raised the question:
might some of these planets have habitable moons? It’s a compelling thought, and something that hopefully we won’t have to wait
too much longer for some possible answers.
Another interesting element of “Avatar”, though many would
refer to it as more like fringe science, or even just a pop culture
concept, was its use of the Gaia Hypothesis. The Gaia Hypothesis
suggests, according to Wikipedia, that the biosphere and the physical components of the Earth (atmosphere, cryosphere, hydrosphere and lithosphere) are closely integrated to form a complex
interacting system that maintains the climatic and biogeochemical
conditions on Earth in a preferred homeostasis. In short, all of
Earth’s various systems, both geological and environmental, are
but components of a single system. It’s sometimes described in
organic terms, as if the whole world is a single living thing. That’s
generally thought of rather extreme, though science ction has
played with the idea quite a bit. “Avatar” doesn’t quite go to
that extreme, but its portrayal of the ora and fauna of Pandora
as being almost completely networked in a sort of planet-wide,
organic internet brought a modern sensibility to the concept for
an audience used to global connectivity. And, of course, it served
well as a metaphor for the interconnectedness of our real-life ecosystem, in which actions we take can have possibly far-reaching
consequences.
Sufce it to say that “Avatar” gives the audience a lot to think
about!

Meanwhile, back on the ship...
By the time you read this, we should have nailed down prices
and other details for the 25th Anniversary Party. In fact, you’ve
probably gotten those details already. As a result, I won’t spend
a whole lot of time belaboring the point. I do hope that you’ll
all consider coming, because we’re working on throwing a great
party, and it’s going to be a lot of fun.
We’re also continuing to look into other activities in the coming
months. Since the last column, we’ve set up our return trip to Da
Vinci’s Workshop. If you’ve ever looked in fascination at what this
genius of the Renaissance-era created, then this exhibit is for you!
What a brilliant and creative man he was!
Last time, I also talked about a planned trip out to Peddler’s Village. Unfortunately, the weather had other plans, and a snowstorm
led us to scrub that trip. Much as it would have been cool to go out
and see the lights and all, we had to consider safety, so no journey
to Pennsylvania that day. On the other hand, we are looking into
rescheduling that trip, possibly for a more hospitable season, so if
you’re interested, please do let me know. Also, at the last meeting,
we raised the subject of the movie or TV marathons. While there
was interest in the concept, there wasn’t much agreement on what
to actually watch! But the members at the meeting are only a part
of the crew as a whole, so I’d really like to hear from others of
you about what you might like to see. Suggested themes have been
episodes of “Space: 1999” or various lms from the catalog of
Hayao Miyazaki. On a more science-related theme, possibilities
could be episodes of “Cosmos”, “From the Earth to the Moon”,
or even “Life After People”. And of course we’d welcome other
suggestions, especially if you have something you think fellow
members might enjoy and you would be willing to share.
Also as I spoke about last time, we’re still looking for a new
Chief of Communications. This is a great opportunity to really
participate and make a difference in the organization. When you
really come down to it, communication and all that goes with it
has always been a big part of Star Trek. And look how many ways
we communicate, even in real life! If you embrace that whole
idea, that communication is not only important, but fun, why not
consider leading the division? If you’d like to volunteer to lead the
division, or have question about what’s involved in doing so, let
COMM Judy or RADM Todd know ASAP.
Finally, as a reminder, I’m continuing last issue’s invitation to
the members of SciDiv to participate in what might be referred to
as a desktop exercise, or even a tabletop game. As most of you
know, we have asset of detailed blueprints of the interior of the
ctional U.S.S. Avenger. But one thing we never did was gure out
the interior layouts of the science labs. And Avenger has a lot of
them! If you check out the ship’s plans, you’ll nd that most of the
labs are quite un-detailed. (They’re located on Deck 3 and Deck
7.) I’m looking for folks willing to share their ideas about what
the interiors of those labs might look like. How are they laid out?
What equipment would be found in there? And so forth. So, if
you’re interested, get in touch with me. If we are able to develop
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those interiors, we’ll include them in future issues of Avenger
News. (By the way, if you need a copy of the plans, ordering
information may be found in the “Ship’s BBS”.)
And that’s what I’ve got for this issue! So I shall end here.
As always, if you’ve got ideas or thoughts for future SciDivsponsored trips or events, do feel free to send them along!
They can be elaborate or very simple ones. Either’s totally
cool. I’m especially looking for suggestions for simple, lowcost things we can do close to home, and indoors for the
winter months.

As usual, check out “Science Highlights” and let us know what you
think. (And feel free to contribute your own suggestions for the coolest
science events in the last couple of months!) Don’t forget “Mission
Docket” for some neat upcoming things to do. And if you’ve got any
comments, suggestions or ideas, don’t hesitate to drop me a line. Take
care, and ‘til next time…
Ad Astra!

ADM Alex Rosenzweig
Chief Science Ofcer

“FROM THE BELLY OF THE BEAST”
Before The Fall:

Future Past on “Caprica”

By Matthew J. Rielly
For everyone who sat through countless hours of “Battlestar Galactica”, we saw
the Colonies fall, we saw the remnants of the human race begin their ight from
the Cylons, we saw another battlestar appear only to be used as a battering ram to
destroy a Cylon base ship, and we saw “Galactica”’s eet nally make to Earth,
even though they thought they already reached it, to nd a desolate holocaust-ridden
planet. We have even been treated to a glimpse of the series’ events from the Cylon
point of view.
Which leaves one question: how did all of this start? Rewind about 50 years or so
and you will be taken back to the epicenter of technology gone haywire to eventually
turn on those who created it. That is one of the basic premises of the new show
“Caprica”, airing on SyFy. “Caprica” is not just the name of the show, but also the
name of the one of the 12 worlds on which humanity has established its colonies. The
planet is also the hub of technological and cultural renement, the crown jewel of
the Colonies, if you will. It is also the home of two powerful families, both of whom
share a common tragedy and one of whom will be instrumental toward changing the
course of humanity’s future.
The families are named Graystone and Adama. If the latter sounds familiar, it is
the same family from which future battlestar commander William Adama comes. In
“Caprica”, we are given an interesting glimpse into the Adamas’ ethnic background, including certain parallels to present-day Earth
cultures. The patriarchs of these clans are Daniel Graystone, played by Eric Stoltz, and Joseph Adama, portrayed by Esai Morales.
Joseph is a lawyer by trade, as we learned during the course of “Battlestar Galactica”. Daniel is the head of Graystone Industries, a sort
of Caprican equivalent of Microsoft (and in fact, this analogy is alluded to in a blog entry on Facebook).
Both men experience devastating losses to their families, by way of an explosion which destroys a mag-lev train going through
Caprica City. Daniel loses his daughter Zoe (played by Alessandra Torresani), and Joseph loses his wife and daughter. They are joined
together by their common tragedy as friends at rst, but then Joseph discovers a plan by Daniel to bring his daughter back from the
dead using virtual-reality technology developed by his company and used illegally by Caprican youths to access the mother of all
chat rooms: the V-club. Except, there’s not just chatting going on. It is almost a Roman-orgy-style free-for-all in which unbridled
fantasies…including human sacrice…are acted out.
Furthermore, viewers are also treated to a gangster-like subculture, including a Godfather-like character who deals with Joseph
and his brother. And the icing on the cake: the rst prototype of what would eventually give genesis to the Colonies’ greatest and
deadliest foes. Be advised, though, that while this takes place in the “Galactica” universe, it is by no means a space opera. That is, we
don’t see well-used spaceships sailing the cosmos or Vipers and Raptors itting about. However, this latest entry in the “Galactica”
franchise does give enough elements to qualify as a bona de sci- soap opera. Think “Dallas” meets “The X-Files”, with a little
bit of “One Tree Hill” thrown in.
If technology was not enough, viewers will also get a glimpse into what Caprican religious beliefs are like. “Galactica” fans will
recall that that Capricans and people from the rest of the colonies followed a polytheistic faith, which some people have called into
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question. Many of those who do not accept a pantheon of gods instead subscribe to the belief in a single deity. Some are willing to
go to extremes to demonstrate this faith, even resorting to terrorism. Is this starting to sound familiar? Just look at today’s headlines,
especially stories involving radical sects with people who are not afraid to blow themselves up while taking with them as many
innocent people as they can…all in the name of telling the world that their faith is the one true belief, and those who hold dear
to other beliefs are labeled indels. It is quite obvious that the creators of “Caprica” are keen observers of the human condition.
This also harkens back to a recurring theme from “Galactica” which reminded everyone that all of this has happened before and
will happen again.
With the rst decade of the new century and millennium behind us, there are opportunities for television to break new ground…and
we are not talking about “Jersey Shore” or some other brand-new reality-type show. “Caprica” is a showcase for the talents of veterans
Stoltz and Morales, and a drama that takes place in another place and time...and yet, with the appropriate adjustments in our technology
to include interplanetary travel as regular as international and cross-country air travel, it is also a drama which could happen here. In
some respects, the technology showcased on “Caprica” parallels that which humanity is developing today. Various forms of electronic
paper are being experimented with, and we are making soldiers far more capable than their past counterparts with smarter weapons,
improved body armor, and more ways to take the battle to the enemy…without even setting foot on the front line. We already have
remote-controlled ying drones being used for surveillance and even combat missions. With no pun intended, could more intelligent
pilotless aircraft be waiting in the wings? Something that resembles a Cylon Raider, perhaps?
Whatever our future holds in store for us on 21st century Earth, we can only speculate and hope for the best. In the meantime, we will
be seeing what all the buzz is about “Caprica” for weeks to come. Although much of the story will be rooted on solid ground, it looks
like it should be a very interesting journey into humanity’s choices and their consequences.

“WE’RE GONNA NEED A BIGGER BOAT”
INTERESTING SPECIES OF SHARKS AROUND THE WORLD

By Annie Slonski

Sharks come in many sizes, shapes, and
colors. The largest, the Whale Shark, can grow
up to a maximum of 14 meters in length. The
smallest, the blackbelly dogsh (aka the Carribean lanternshark) rarely grows to lengths
beyond 28 centimeters, or 11.0236 inches. That
leaves everything else in between.
Recently I saw an interesting nature program
that focused on the Greenland Shark which
caught my interest. Not too long ago, I wrote
an article on the Salmon Shark that was able
to inhabit colder waters than most other sharks.
The Greenland Shark goes one step further.
It inhabits the coldest waters and is the only
shark to live farther north than any other species of shark on Earth. As its name suggests, the Greenland Shark inhabits the waters in the
North Atlantic Ocean around Greenland, Norway, and Iceland.
This is a very large shark, comparable in size to the Great White. Large Greenlands can grow to as much as 6.4 meters in length and
weigh up to 998 kg. Females are larger than the males of the species and are aplacental ovoviviparous, meaning that they carry their
eggs within their bodies, but do not nourish them through a placenta. The eggs hatch within the female’s body and consequently
they bear a litter of live young which can consist of up to ten pups at a time. This is a very slow growing animal. Some tagging
studies indicate that they grow at a rate of only 1 cm (0.4 inch) per year. Because they are so slow-growing, some think that it is
possible that these sharks quite possibly live up to 200 years to attain the great sizes to which they can potentially grow. Coloration
of these sharks can vary slightly. The adults can be black, brown, a purplish or a slate gray. Their sides may have a purplish tinge
with possible white spots or dark bands.
They live in incredible depths of up to 2,012 meters below the surface, but have been known to inhabit shallower waters in the St.
Lawrence River of North America. There, they live at depths averaging 7.3 meters. Greenland sharks have been seen as far south as
Georgia, inhabiting brackish water (a mixture of fresh and salt waters).
Inhabiting great depths does not appear to be a hindrance for Greenland sharks. While sunlight does not penetrate at those depths,
the sharks do not need the light. They are a host to a copepod parasite that attaches itself to the shark’s eye and feeds off of the corneal
tissue. Theories are that these copepod parasites, which are a whitish-yellow in color, are bioluminescent, but this has never been
proven. Other theories are that since these copepods hang down from the shark’s eye, they act as a shing lure.
(continued on page 11)
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Science Highlights
Compiled By Alex Rosenzweig

Welcome to “Science Highlights”! In this column, members of the Sciences Division (and sometimes others, too!) speak out about
something science related that they thought was of particular interest since the last issue of Avenger News. So, without further ado,
let me turn the spotlight on… Science!
Not *Quite* a Crater Lake
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
The plume kicked up by a moon probe’s
booster stage reveals water in the lunar surface material.
From Science News:
“A small NASA spacecraft and its companion rocket did indeed strike water when they
slammed into a permanently shadowed crater
at the moon’s south pole, NASA announced
on 13 November.
“The LCROSS craft and its spent rocket
were deliberately crashed into the Cabeus
crater on 9 October as a way to detect
whether the crater contained water or signs
of water. The rocket collision generated only
a modest plume, barely visible by telescopes
from Earth. Whether the plume was large
enough to analyze for evidence of water was
not immediately evident.
“But analyses since then reveal that the
impact kicked up at least 100 kilograms of water vapor and ice, or 25 gallons. LCROSS project scientist Anthony Colaprete of the
NASA Ames Research Center in Mountain View, Calif., reported the nding during a brieng at Ames.”
Want to know more? Browse to: http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/49568/title/Moon_crash_reveals_crater_held_water
The Verdict? Ares Works
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
The October test ight of the Ares 1 launch vehicle proved that it will work as designed, says NASA.
From Spaceight Now:
“Managers in charge of the Ares 1-X test ight told reporters that the $445 million October mission
conrmed NASA’s concept for the Ares 1 crew launch vehicle will work as designed.
“ ‘This proves the concept really does work,’ said Bob Ess, Ares 1-X mission manager.
“Ess cautioned the data was preliminary, but ofcials provided remarkable detail on key measurements collected throughout the ight.
“Data graphs show the 327-foot-tall rocket ew as predicted, with little dispersions from data from
prelaunch simulations.”
To learn more, check out: http://spaceightnow.com/ares1x/091203update/
Look! Up in the Sky! It’s a Big Planet! It’s Got Water! It’s Super-Earth!
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
Among the many extra-solar planets being found are worlds that are getting closer to Earth in
size. Some even show signs of water.
From EARTH Magazine:
“The search for Earth-like planets has never looked better. Scientists say they have discovered
a water-rich planet that is only 2.7 times larger than Earth. Although positioned just outside the
habitable zone for life, the planet gives scientists their best hope yet that other Earth-like planets
exist in our universe.
“More than 300 planets are known to orbit stars other than our own sun. Recently, however, astronomers have taken a particular
interest in nding super-Earths, planets with masses between about 1.5 and 15 times that of our planet. Although large compared to
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Earth, super-Earths are smaller than gas giants such as Jupiter or Saturn. This includes CoRoT-7b, an extremely hot, rocky planet
discovered in February 2009. The newly discovered planet, dubbed GJ 1214b, is also a super-Earth.
“Like CoRoT-7b, GJ 1214b is detectable from Earth when it passes in front of its star during its orbit, said David Charbonneau,
an astronomer at Harvard University in Cambridge, Mass., during a press conference on Monday to announce the nd. Charbonneau
and his colleagues calculated that GJ 1214b completes its orbit every 1.6 days and has a radius about 2.7 times that of Earth’s. They
will publish their ndings tomorrow in Nature.”
Want to know more? Hop on over to: http://www.earthmagazine.org/earth/article/2d8-7d9-c-10
Silence Isn’t Necessarily Golden
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
A new data storage device uses sound to help it hold data better.
From Science News:
“Studying with the radio on may not be the best way to remember what you’ve read. But
scientists have now built a data storage device whose memory gets a boost from noise.
“The device can store one bit of information, such as a 0 or a 1, only when surrounded
by electronic noise, which is normally a problem in computer circuits. The experiment was
published on 4 November on ArXiv.org.
“ ‘The whole thing works very well with some amount of noise,’ says Diego Grosz of the
Instituto Tecnológico de Buenos Aires, a coauthor of the study. ‘If you remove the noise, it doesn’t store the bit at all.’ “
Want to know more? Check out: http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/
49572/title/New_device_can_use_noise_to_store_one_bit
Planetary Safari!
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
The Webb Space Telescope will take us planet-hunting as never before...
From NASA:
“The premiere observatory of the next decade, the James Webb Space Telescope, will launch in 2014 in search of ‘big game’-namely, the rst stars and galaxies ever formed in our Universe. But the ‘little game’ could turn out to be just as interesting.
There’s a dawning awareness among astronomers that the world’s largest infrared telescope is going to be a canny hunter of planets
circling faraway stars.
“’Webb was originally conceived to search for the rst galaxies and address the big cosmological questions associated with them,
but we now know it can contribute powerfully to the planet hunt,’ says Mark Clampin of NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center.
‘Exoplanets are tremendously exciting. The eld is changing literally by the day. I gave a talk on exoplanets the other day, and in the
time between writing and delivering the speech, astronomers announced 30 new planets!’
“The Webb telescope is the tool for carrying out detailed, high precision follow-up studies of these new planets other telescopes are
ushing out of hiding. And such planets are sneaky -- hiding in the glare of their own ‘suns’. “
To nd out more, check out: http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2010/14jan_planetsafari.htm?list938492
Ribbon Mystery Solved!
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
Scientists believe they know what that giant ribbon is at the edge of the solar system.
From NASA:
“Last year, when NASA’s IBEX (Interstellar Boundary Explorer) spacecraft discovered a giant
ribbon at the edge of the solar system, researchers were mystied. They called it a ‘shocking result’
and puzzled over its origin. Now the mystery may have been solved.
“ ‘We believe the ribbon is a reection,’ says Jacob Heerikhuisen, a NASA Heliophysics Guest
Investigator from the University of Alabama in Huntsville. ‘It is where solar wind particles heading
out into interstellar space are reected back into the solar system by a galactic magnetic eld.’
Heerikhuisen is the lead author of a paper reporting the results in the 10 January edition of the
Astrophysical Journal Letters.”
For more on this story, check out:
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2010/15jan_ibex2.htm?list938492
“Science Highlights” is a way for members to share anything particularly interesting that’s science-related that they’ve seen, heard, or read about
since the last issue of Avenger News. It’s also an easy way to participate and get in print. If you want to share a bit of science-related news, please
send contributions to Chief Science Ofcer Alex at:
980 Linwood Place
North Brunswick, NJ 08902-2267
alexr@tellurian.com

Including a web address or other information source is highly-appreciated.
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THE AVENGER IN FICTION: “CODA”
By Alex Rosenzweig, with Judy Waidlich, Todd Brugmans, Annie Slonski, and Matt Rielly

“Space, The Final Frontier... These are the continuing voyages of the starship Avenger. Her ongoing mission: to explore strange,
new worlds; to seek out new life and new civilizations; to boldly go where no one has gone before.”
Many members’ questions have dealt with the ctional Avenger. Since we call for members to make up personnel les for their characters,
members want to know just how our ctional universe works. What does the ctional Avenger do? How does it t into the Star Trek Universe
as portrayed on TV and in the lms, books, comics, etc.? To answer these questions, and to (hopefully) keep you folks entertained, this series
of articles was born.
For this issue, we at long last conclude the story of the survey of UFC-18249-IV, with the nal chapter in our ongoing tale of the Avenger’s
mission to that planet. In this issue, with the truth of what happened to the Foroon homeworld revealed, the Avenger returns to the city of Roontall
to deliver the news to the Foroon there, and to offer them a way to face their future. (For those coming in in mid-stream, the previous chapters
are “The Survey Begins”, “The Circle”, “Descent into Wonder”, “City Beneath the Rocks”, “Discoveries and Decisions”, “Homecoming”, and
“Revelations”, most of which are available on the Avenger website at http://www.ussavenger.org , and also on the Avenger’s Yahoo Group. They
are also available by request from ADM Alex.).

CODA

“Captain’s Log, Stardate 10311.01:
The Avenger has returned to the UFC-18249 system. Our journey to
the Foroon homeworld, which began with such hope, has ended sadly.
But, determined to make the best of a bad situation, we’re headed back
to UFC-18249-IV to meet with the inhabitants of the Foroon city on
that planet.”
As the ship entered orbit around UFC-18249-IV, Captain Carlos Maldonado, Jr. turned to the Foroon representatives who stood near the command chair. “It looks like this may remain your home for a while longer
than you’d planned. I’m sorry about that.”
Bretvil, the male Foroon, shrugged. “We’re used to our lives here. That
won’t change.”
His female companion added, “It’s just that we always thought that there
were others, and now we know there aren’t. We’re alone.”
“Now that, Vasmitt, is where you’re not quite right,” Maldonado
answered. “Yes, it’s true that we now know that the reason the Foroon of
Roontall never heard from your people was because the homeworld was
devastated. However, my superior ofcers at Star Fleet have authorized
me to make it perfectly clear that you aren’t alone. Our Federation can
help. Of course, it will be up to you to decide if you want our help.”
“And where was your Federation when our ancestors were being
slaughtered?’ Bretvil muttered.
“Not yet in existence,” Captain Waidlich reminded him. “But it was
in the wake of a different war that the races that founded the Federation
decided that cooperation was necessary. I wish there had been something
like the Federation when the old Foroon and the Tholians rst came into
conict. It might have averted the tragedy we now know occurred.”
Bretvil nodded. “I’m sorry,” he said. “I knew that. I spoke without
thinking.”
“Don’t worry about it,” said Maldonado. “It’s understandable.”
T’HoD took that moment to speak up from the Communications station.
“Captain, we’ve run diagnostics on the comm-relays we left on UFC18249-IV. They seem to be working ne.”
“Good.” Maldonado turned to the Engineering station. “Matt, could
we bring in some transporter relays and get them set up close enough to
Roontall to let us beam into the city?”
Commander Rielly thought for a moment. “We’d have to have personnel bring them down there, but assuming that’s doable, I don’t see why we
couldn’t set something up.”
“See to it, please,” Carlos said. “I’d like to bring down a diplomatic
party, and if we can avoid it, I’d rather that we didn’t have to rappel our
way down a cavern wall. Not everyone’s as good at it as our First Ofcer.”
He winked at Judy.
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Rielly nodded. “Aye, sir.” He swiveled to face his console and
tapped the intercom control. “This is Commander Rielly. The following
personnel, please report to Transporter Room 3: Lieutenant J.G. Vestri,
Ensign Kimko, Ensign Dekker, and Ensign Lakenya Alane. Lieutenant
Rupprecht, please report to the bridge. Thank you. Rielly out.”
The various crewmembers acknowledged, and Rielly stood up. “If
you’ll excuse me, Captain?” Maldonado nodded, and Rielly headed
for the turbo-lift. As the doors opened, Rupprecht stepped out. Rielly
indicated the Engineering station and said, “Take over for me.”
“Aye, sir,” Rupprecht said, and then Rielly was gone.
Rielly quickly briefed the landing party, made sure they had the
necessary gear, and had Lieutenant Themri transport them down to the
entrance to the Roontall cavern. It wasn’t long before they reported that
the transporter relays were in place. Dekker, Kimko, and Alane had
descended to the cavern oor to set up the last relay just outside the city.
When Rielly reported the placement of the relays back to the bridge,
Maldonado swung into action. “All right, let’s get going. I’m leading a
landing party down there.”
“Sir?” It was Waidlich.
“Diplomatic role this time,” Carlos replied. “I need to go.”
Judy nodded. “Okay, that’s fair.”
“Judy, D’HamYu, and Setak, I’d like you all to come, as well.” Tapping
his chair-arm intercom control, he added, “Security. Lieutenant Bergeron,
please report to Brieng Room 1 for landing party prep. Captain Gor,
report to the bridge.”
“Bergeron here,” came the reply from the Assistant Chief of Security.
“I’ll be there.”
When Gor arrived, he was given the con, and the others went down a
level to the main brieng room on Deck 2. Bretvil and Vasmitt accompanied them. Maldonado had been reviewing the mission data in detail, but
wanted to be certain that he hadn’t missed anything important, and that
the other ofcers who had not previously been to Roontall knew what to
expect, at least as much as anyone could under the circumstances.
It didn’t take long before the Avenger’s Commanding Ofcer was
satised that what could be done had in fact been done, and the decision
was made to beam down at approximately midday, Roontall time, which
would be in roughly four hours, shipboard time. With that, Maldonado
sent the others off to get some rest before beam-down.
At the designated time, the landing party divided into two groups,
so they could all transport roughly simultaneously, and gathered in Transporter Rooms 1 and 2. With little ceremony, Maldonado ordered the party
beamed directly to the city.
As they materialized on the outskirts of Roontall, Maldonado and the
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others who had not been in the cavern before paused for a moment to
take in the scope of where they were.
“Impressive,” Setak said.
“You should see it from up there,” Waidlich commented, pointing
upward. Setak followed her gesture up toward the top of the cavern wall,
to where a small crack could just barely be seen, the blinking light of one
of the transporter relays indicating its position.
“I looked at the images from your tricorders,” T’HoD said, “but I
imagine that they wouldn’t compare to seeing it rsthand.”
“Not at all,” Waidlich assured him.
“Where do we need to go to nd the people in charge?” asked Carlos.
“I think that we should go to the Hall of Governance,” Vasmitt said.
“We need to nd Obaret and Mialar, and maybe even Chanret.”
“You’re right,” Bretvil agreed. He gestured down one of the broad
avenues. “This way. It’s in the center of the city.”
The landing party followed their Foroon friends to a large building
and entered with them. They walked over to a desk at one side of an
entry gate. As the person sitting at the desk looked up, her eyes widened
as she took in the sight of clearly non-Foroon beings. She shifted her
attention to the more familiar features of Vasmitt and Bretvil. “Umm...
Can I help you?” she asked.
“I am Vasmitt, this is Bretvil, and these are our friends from the
spaceship Avenger. We need to speak with Obaret and Mialar, as quickly
as possible.”
“You are the two who went into the world above!”
Maldonado and Waidlich exchanged glances. Celebrity was celebrity,
whatever the culture. It seemed that Bretvil and Vasmitt’s journey was
now well-known in Roontall.
“Yes,” Bretvil said. “Our journey is nished, but we have important
news to share with Obaret and Mialar.”
“They are in conference at the moment,” said the woman, “but I have
alerted their aide so that they will be able to see you once they are

were done, tears streaked the faces of most of the other Foroon.
Jamretin was shaking his head. “Was all that study of the ancient codices
for nothing?”
Chanret had a more practical question. “Does this mean that we are
alone? Are there no more Foroon other than us?”
“That is a very good question,” T’HoD said.
“We believe,” Setak elaborated, “that your ancestors did not place, as
Humans sometimes say, all their eggs in one basket. It is likely that there
may be other outposts scattered through this part of the galaxy, perhaps
cities like Roontall. It may be that other Foroon yet live.”
“This is where the Federation can help,” Maldonado said. “I am authorized by my superiors to offer you aid and support as you deal with what
we’ve learned, and if you decide to reach out to the interstellar community.
This could even include assistance in searching for other Foroon.”
“You and your crew would do this for us?” asked Mialar.
“I doubt that the Avenger would be allowed to stay on here, but Star
Fleet Command would assign a specialized ship and crew to help you,”
Maldonado explained.
“And if we wished to petition these...Tholians for redress?” asked Obaret.
“Would your Federation assist us in this?”
“I do have to be honest with you,” said the Avenger’s CO. “It’s likely that
the Federation would advise against that, if for no other reason than that
this happened so long ago that no living Tholian would accept responsibility, and an aggressive stance on this would imperil other diplomatic efforts.
However, what the Federation could do is open the lines of communication
between your peoples, so that, going forward from now, no such tragedies
would be able to happen again.”
“And how would your Federation do this?” Jamretin asked.
T’HoD replied, “What we have learned is that the conict between the
Foroon and the Tholians came about because they could not understand
each other. The Tholians tried to warn your ancestors away from their
space, but the Foroon didn’t understand, and never knew why they were
being attacked. To the Tholians, it was simply an act of defending territory
nished. I hope that will sufce?”
that was rightfully theirs.”
Bretvil and Vasmitt looked back at Maldonado and Waidlich, who
“From the Tholians’ point of view, it was the Foroon who were the
nodded assent.
aggressors, and the Foroon never knew,” Waidlich added.
Turning back to the woman at the desk, Bretvil said, “Thank you.
“The Federation and the Tholians, however, can communicate,” MaldoThat will be ne.”
nado
said, “and while we do not understand each other’s cultures well, we
To the woman’s surprise, it wasn’t long before another Foroon arrived
can usually get our points across. We would be able to help you to avoid
at the gate. “I am Dravet,” he introduced himself, “aide to Obaret and
Mialar. They are concluding their conference, and asked me to escort you future misunderstandings.” He took a deep breath. “We could also help you
to communicate with the civilizations around you, and help make sure that
all to their ofces immediately.”
“Thank you, Dravet,” said Maldonado. “We appreciate the courtesy.” you never need to be isolated again.”
“You are most welcome,” Dravet said. He nodded to the woman at the
“Civilizations...” said Obaret softly.
desk, who reached over and ipped a toggle. With a dull thunk, the gate’s “Indeed,” Setak replied. “There are many. As you can see, even in the
latch released, and it began to swing open. Vasmitt, Bretvil, and the party small group of us who have come to visit you, three such civilizations are
from the Avenger walked through the gate and down the corridor.
represented. Our worlds are all members of the Federation, and we work
When the group reached the ofce area, they were led to a conference together for the betterment of all.”
room. “Please wait here for a few moments,” Dravet said.
“And on their ship are people from many more worlds, too,” Vasmitt
“Of course,” Maldonado said. “Thank you.”
said excitedly. “So many different kinds of people, and yet the same, too,
Dravet left them, returning a short while later, accompanied by Obaret in many ways.”
and Mialar. Soon after, they were also joined by Chanret, Alitohn, and
Jamretin seemed a bit amazed at the concept of such variety of beings
Jamretin. Once everyone was settled and introduced, Bretvil and Vasmitt working together, but he couldn’t deny the reality of Setak’s words, prestood up. Vasmitt spoke rst.
sented right before him. “So much to take in,” he said. “How would you
“We went on a journey to the world above, to discover the truth
help us to communicate with these other civilizations?”
of why we came to be here, in Roontall, and what had become of our
“We would provide you with equipment to let you communicate with
ancestors. We have learned all those things, but what we learned was not
other
worlds,” Maldonado told him.
all good. I have brought documentation, but I can also speak of what
“Would
we go to the world above?” asked Alitohn.
we learned.”
“I think that would be your choice,” Waidlich told her. “If your people
“As can I,” Bretvil said. And the two of them recounted the tale of
what they had discovered on their ancestral homeworld. As they told of are comfortable remaining in Roontall, they could, but at the same time,
the nal fate of the homeworld, the looks of shock on the faces of their I think that what we’ve learned makes it a reasonable conclusion that you
listeners bore mute testimony to the impact of the tale. By the time the
(continued on page 16)
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“ADMIRAL! THERE BE WHALES HERE!”
“There’s Intelligent Life Down There”
By Annie Slonski

It has been long known that dolphins are highly intelligent
animals, but it has now been declared that they are the “world’s
second most intelligent creatures after humans.” This suggests
that they are so intelligent that they should now be classied
as “non-human persons”. Dolphins have long been known to be
intelligent and easily trainable, but they have also been observed
having a sense of “self”, which until recently has only been
reserved for humans.
As an example, an experiment had been conducted at the
Sea Life Park in Hawai’i where dolphins were marked with zinc
oxide on one side of their bodies. A “mirror” of sorts was put
up in their tank over an observation window so that researchers
had a perfect one-way mirror to observe the dolphins. Several
dolphins were seen posturing in front of the mirror to observe the
marks on their bodies. One dolphin even returned several times
to monitor his progress after he went and repeatedly rubbed his
body against the tank wall to remove the mark.
The dolphins were also observed “playing to the mirror” in the
dolphin equivalent of what would be termed as making faces.
The entire session was recorded and then played back to the
dolphins on a television screen visible through an observation
window. Their behaviors changed signicantly as they intently
watched themselves on TV. There was no posturing or trying
to elicit a response from what might be perceived as another
dolphin or a strange group of dolphins.
Using magnetic resonance imaging scans (MRIs), dolphin
brains were compared to our own brains. When corrected for
body size, it was found that many dolphin brains were larger
than our own and only second in mass to the human brain.
For years, it was thought by the scientic community at
large, that the intelligence of dolphins ranked below those of our
closest living relatives, the chimpanzee. According to the 2005
chimpanzee genome project, when the chimp DNA was lined up
with the human DNA, it was almost 99% identical. So this begs
the question that if we shared a common ancestor with the chimp
and it is our closest living relative with that 99% identical DNA,
then how do we explain an animal that diverges so greatly from
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us on the evolutionary tree to rank
just second to us?
One of the explanations could
be that dolphins, especially bottlenosed dolphins are “cultural” animals. What this means is that
dolphins can pick up behaviors from
another dolphin. Case in point, in
Australia, a dolphin rescued from the
wild had been taught to “tail walk”,
a behavior that is not natural for
them in the wild. Upon this dolphin’s
release back into the wild, it had
been observed that the wild population had learned to also tail walk
from the released dolphin.
To best put the brain size into
perspective, researchers found that
amongst cetacean species, brain sizes vary considerably. The brain
size for a small cetacean can be around 198 grams, as found in
some species of river dolphins, all the way up to the largest brain
on earth, that of the sperm whale, weighing in at a record 8.6+ kg!
When compared to these brain weights, humans range anywhere
from .9-1.8 kg and a chimp’s brain at approximately .3 kg.
As stated by Lori Marino, zoologist at Emory University in
Atlanta, GA, “when it comes to intelligence, however, brain size is
less important than its size relative to the body.”
Marino and her colleagues’ ndings concluded that the cerebral
cortex and neocortex of a bottle-nosed dolphin were so large that
“the anatomical ratios that assess cognitive capacity place it second
only to the human brain.” Another interesting discovery was that
we have certain convoluted folds in our brains strongly linked with
intelligence, whereas species such as the bottle-nosed dolphin had
those same convoluted folds.
According to the data gathered, these (
http://www.beachbrowser.com/Archives/Environment/Feb2001/Project-Delphis.html ) increase the volume of the cortex and
the ability of brain cells to interconnect with each other. Directly
quoting Marino, “despite evolving along a different neuroanatomical
trajectory to humans, cetacean brains have several features that are
correlated with complex intelligence.”
In January 2010, Lori Marino, along with Diana Reiss, a professor
of psychology at Hunter College, City University of New York who
compiled research on cognizance tests such as those using mirrors
and television screens, will present their ndings in San Francisco,
CA. They hope to conclude that this new evidence about the dolphin
intelligence will make it “morally repugnant” not only to mistreat
them, but to keep them in captivity.
Sources:
TIMESONLINE - http://www.timesonline.co.uk - “Scientists say
dolphins should be treated as ‘non-human persons’
NOVA: The DNA of Human Evolution http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/beta/evolution/dna-human-evolution.html
PROJECT DELPHIS: DOLPHIN COGNITION RESEARCH
- http://www.beachbrowser.com/Archives/Environment/
Feb-2001/Project-Delphis.htm
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“WE’RE GONNA NEED A BIGGER BOAT”
(continued from page 5)
What is known is that they have a keen sense of smell and are able to “vacuum” in prey when in close proximity.
While the shark is considered slow-moving and sluggish, it very well may be an ambush predator as it feeds on salmon and other
fast-swimming shes. They also prey upon seals and sea lions, and have been known to eat the esh from dead whales. This shark will
gobble down anything and it is thought to also be a scavenger, based on the contents that have been found in the stomachs of some
specimens, such as pieces of horses and polar bears. One Greenland shark’s stomach contained an entire reindeer, complete with the
antlers. They have been known to gather in large numbers near whaling stations to feed upon discarded carrion. Even though this is a
sluggish animal, it is potentially dangerous due to its overall size.
Greenland sharks were at one time hunted for their rich liver oil; however, there is no longer a directed shing effort for this
animal. As a food source, their meat is poisonous (its esh contains neurotoxins). In the raw state, the meat must be boiled several
times or dried in order to be safe for consumption.
Since this animal is not actively being shed and seems to be plentiful, it is not considered to be an endangered or even a
threatened species.
Sources:
Richard Ellis Gallery: Greenland Shark - http://www.postmodern.com/~/sharkpics/ellis/greenlan.htm
Discovery Channel Shark Guide - http://dsc.discovery.com/sharks/greenland-shark.html
Canadian Shark Research Laboratory - http://www.marinebiodiversity.ca/shark/english/greenland.htm
Sharks Under the Ice! - http://www.athropolis.com/news/shark.htm

“LORD OF THE RINGS” SETS AND SCENES
By Dale Kagan

Our trip to New Zealand included a bus tour of the sets and scenes
from “Lord of the Rings” in the spectacular locations where they were
lmed. The 10 of us trekked up mountainous foothills to where the Edoras
of Rohan set stood. Equipped with authentically duplicated props that
were extremely heavy, including swords and Gimli’s axe, we enjoyed
the panoramic view of the entire surrounding valley. Just as Tolkien
envisioned, the fortress would be able to see all advancing armies. In
fact, as Eowyn steps outside the throne room of Theoden, and views the
breathtaking valleys, she sees the oncoming horses of Aragorn ,Gandalf,
and Legolas, though they were CGI-added from another shot. The building itself is three houses and six or seven facades.
The rest was dubbed in by CGI.
The producers had argued that the whole thing could be shot in small box and all the CGI added, but Peter Jackson, the
director, decided it would never feel right, as the actors would have no clue how to inspire the viewer with the true reality.
So he spent six months constructing the set in 180-mile-an-hour winds. The valley is bordered by an immense river. At the
edge are huge mountains capped with snow. The actors had plenty to work with. Armies were added with CGI, but a gap in
the peaks allowed Peter to insert the entire fortress of Helms Deep by computer. This “establishing shot” was for the view,
but was then spliced into footage shot on interior sets in another locale. The photos of the sets with and without CGI were
shown to us so we could match them to the spots we were seeing from the mountain top.
We were given the rundown on all the hijinks of the evenings following the shoots, and the inside info on who had
taken what risks in making scenes. Viggo Mortensen already knew how to ride a horse, but practiced to improve every
morning before shooting and was by far the best rider. Orlando Bloom, on the other hand, was recovering from back
surgery and it was a miracle that he got to the set at all. However he also took lessons and soon looked like he had never
had an accident before being cast as Legolas.
Hobbiton is now a place name in New Zealand. The ofcial name of the town is still on the maps, but if you travel there,
the signs all read “Hobbiton”. It felt really authentic except for the square doorways.
11
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Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek books...
Available February 2010:
Inception (ST:TOS), by S.D. Perry

Blending the best of both the Star Trek television show and the movie, the story of a younger less
experienced Kirk and Spock-and the two great loves of their lives, Carol Marcus and Leila Kalomi.
As man expands beyond explored space, the need to nd a way to make inhospitable planets
habitable grows greater. One young biologist, Carol Marcus, has a project that she believes can
reshape planets. A young committed scientist, she dares to dream of a Federation where there is
never any hunger and every world is a paradise. Her dream is shared by James Kirk, a young
Stareet ofcer and her lover. One of Carol’s more enthusiastic team members is botanist Leila
Kalomi. Leila nds Carol’s passion contagious, and sparks the interest of the Enterprise’s science
ofcer, Spock, who convinces her to join Project: Inception.

Available March 2010:
Treason (ST:NF), by Peter David (Mass-Market Reprint of the Trade Paperback)

It is a time of political upheaval and uncertainty in the New Thallonian Protectorate. Following
the brutal assassination of her husband, Si Cwan, former Star Fleet ofcer-turned-newly-appointedPrime Minister Robin Leer must now face the growing danger and intrigue surrounding her newborn
son and heir to the noble line of Cwan. Following a harrowing assassination attempt, Robin has no
choice but to ee New Thallon with her child...seeking refuge with Captain Mackenzie Calhoun and
the crew of the U.S.S. Excalibur and creating a major diplomatic crisis in Sector 221-G.
The political fallout between the Federation and the New Thallonian Protectorate pales, however,
in comparison to the threat of an enigmatic alien race determined to seize the infant Cwan for its
own mysterious purposes. But nothing could possibly prepare Calhoun for the shocking betrayal
from within--an act of treachery to aid and abet this alien race-forever altering the lives of the
Excalibur crew....

The Needs of the Many (STO), by Michael A. Martin

This is the rst tie-in novel to the new massively-multiplayer on-line role-playing game, Star Trek
Online.
It is the early 25th Century, and amidst a growing threat of war between the Federation and the
Klingon Empire, adventures continue in the nal frontier.

Seven Deadly Sins (ST: All), by Dayton Ward & Kevin Dilmore, James Swallow, Keith
R.A. DeCandido, Jimmy Diggs, David A. McIntee, Marc Giller, and Britta Dennison

An all-new collection of engaging novellas showcasing the seven archetypal adversaries of the Star
Trek Universe.
Lust. Gluttony. Greed. Sloth. Wrath. Envy. Pride. These are the seven deadly sins of humanity...but
humans are not the only creatures in the universe to surrender to their baser instincts. In the world of
Star Trek, entire civilizations are driven by avarice, or anger, or insatiable hunger, or one of the other
fundamental urges that have come to dene these fascinating species.
Now, this edgy collection of original novellas explores these empires from the inside, delving into
the qualities that shape their cultures and their worldviews, through characters as compelling as
they are provocative. These surprising and engaging tales feature all of Star Trek’s most prominent
adversaries, including the Borg (gluttony), the Klingons (wrath), the Romulans (pride), the Cardassians (envy), the Ferengi (greed), the Pakleds (sloth), and the Mirror Universe (lust), and their
adventures on the dark side of the Star Trek Universe.

Available April 2010:
The Children of Kings (ST:TOS), by David Stern

When the Orion syndicate holds the Enterprise’s doctor for ransom, Captain Pike must discover why
the Orions no longer fear Star Fleet in this new novel set in the classic Star Trek era.
A thorn in the side of civilized space travel for more than a hundred years, the Orion syndicate
has gotten bolder. They are harassing more ships and daring to even tangle with smaller Star Fleet
vessels. When one of the leading members begs Captain Christopher Pike to let his doctor treat
one of their own, Pike agrees. But it’s a trap, and the Orions take the doctor hostage. Captain
Pike is left to wonder why, since the Orions know that Star Fleet does not negotiate. Spock thinks
perhaps they no longer fear the consequences, and if so, they must discover what has changed
the Orions’ instinctual nature.
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SHIP BBS

The Ship’s BBS was rst introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where items of interest could be
posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things may change from time to time, so keep checking back each issue.
* Help Wanted!
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help! The following positions are open:
- Press Ofcer: Write and distribute press releases to the ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media personnel, and help craft our club image to the
world at large!
- Chief of Communications: Serve on the senior staff, and be a leader of the members in the Communications Division. Have a direct voice in the running of the chapter.
Highlight communications interests, covering theories, technologies, and anything about how people interact with each other, in many media, both in the Trek Universe
and in real life. (This position requires STARFLEET membership in good standing.)
Contact COMM Judy or RADM Todd if you’d like to volunteer!
- Second Ofcer: Serve on the senior staff, and oversee the membership database and Point System (for promotions). Assist the CO and XO in other capacities, as well,
including (but not limited to) heading special projects or doubling in a senior staff position if there are multiple vacancies and the Executive Ofcer is already lling one
of them. (This position requires STARFLEET membership in good standing.)
* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our members bring to the group, and can be
as simple as something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy! Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event Planner and begin your
adventure today. Event Planners contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship meeting.
This is a way for everyone to nd out the details of what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to do! We need your help, because if no one
coordinates events, they don’t happen!!
* Internet Resources:
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the Internet! Check ‘em out...
- The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can nd information about your fellow crewmates and read online logs from your division chief:
http://www.ussavenger.org/
- Another great way to contact your STARFLEET buddies is through the Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be found on the Avenger site. Go to the Internet
Resources link on the navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow the instructions about IRC. NOTE: To access the IRC servers, use:
irc.eetchat.org
Port 6667
The main STARFLEET channel is #stareet, and Avenger maintains its own channel at #avenger For additional information, visit http://www.eetchat.org/
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated news from the Avenger via email and special website features. Check it out at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-s
- Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF format, in a dedicated, members-only Google Group. The group is here: http://groups.google.com/group/
avengernews?lnk=li
* Our CaféPress Store: You can buy Avenger schtuff online like T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads, etc at the Cafepress Avenger Store, featuring our logo. We’ve
also upgraded the store with special 25th Anniversary items, so check out all the new stuff! The store can be found at: http://www.cafepress.com/ussavenger
* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is there something you’d like that we’re not offering at the Avenger Store? Check out CaféPress’s product list, and if you see something
there that’s not available in our store, contact Avenger Command and let them know.
* And for all you gamin’ freaks, Avenger also has merchandising for its Hazard Team. Check it out at: http://www.cafepress.com/1860hazard
* Avenger Blueprints!
Do you nd yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of these spiffy blueprint maps!
From the Federation Frontiers publishing ofce, we are pleased to offer General Plans for the Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate. No starship, save the famous line of those
named Enterprise, has received this much attention to detail.
The twenty (20) sheet set includes:
- Construction history
- Ship’s directory
- Six (6) external views
- Full starship specications
- Equipment listing (with system contractors)
- Four (4) cross-section views
- Plan views of all eleven decks at 1:600 scale
- Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay, transporter complex, and auxiliary control.
For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at MRupprecht@aol.com, or just visit the Federation Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star
Trek technical documents: http://members.aol.com/FdFrontier/
The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate General Plans cost a mere $10.00 for Avenger crew members, and can be purchased directly from Alex Rosenzweig. You can
also buy the plans via mail order for $12, which includes shipping charges. Money orders are preferred, and will speed delivery. However, personal checks are
acceptable and should be payable to “Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for $15.00 and deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order, simply
print out the handy order form at web site, or send your name, address, e-mail address, number and type of sets desired, along with your check or money order,
to the following address:
Federation Frontiers
c/o Michael C. Rupprecht
3711 Bloomingdale Drive
Hillsborough, NJ 08844-5531
continued on page 14
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* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested members are invited to join a community called Project SIMELE. “SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET
In the Movie and Early Lost Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of STARFLEET who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are ctionally set in the
timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the Star Trek Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the Avenger.) It’s designed to provide a venue for members to
share resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in this era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative ction, and so forth. Come check the group out
at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/
* Avenger Fiction Update
We have several stories being developed for your enjoyment at this time. These include:
- The story of the planet survey of UFC-18249-IV is now complete! The coda has been written, and is published in this issue of the newsletter. The story turned out great,
I thought, and I thanks all who contributed so many great ideas that made the tale much more than it started out to be!
- The script for a proposed Avenger episode of “Tales of the Seventh Fleet” is now being reviewed and updated as an Avenger short story. We may look at converting it
back into a screenplay sometime in the future, but it was decided that, for now, doing it as a short story is a better option.
- Another new piece being worked on is a vignette about a tour of the science labs. Watch for it in the months to come.
- Ideas and suggestions for future possible group collaborations are welcomed. Feel free to send them to ADM Alex, or even pitch them to the Avenger’s e-mail list.
- Suggestions for interesting characters to ll open spots in Avenger’s ctional crew are wanted! You can provide just some rough notes, or a full character le. If
you’d like to get in on the fun, check in with ADM Alex.
- And don’t forget to work on keeping your own main character’s le up-to-date, too! Or create one if you haven’t done so yet. Check with ADM Alex for
assistance if you need it.
* Quote for this Issue:
“Imagination will often carry us to worlds that never were. But without it we go nowhere.” - Carl Sagan

NEWSFLASH: There were four novels originally scheduled for release in June through September, and set in the
alternate universe of the “Star Trek” (2009) lm. All have all been pulled from the release schedule. Pocket Books,
in announcing the indenite delay of these books, said that they had “decided to hold off on telling new stories
while JJ and his team continue to develop his vision.”

TREKKIN’ THE WEB

From Alex Rosenzweig:
Coalition for Space Exploration

The mission of the Coalition for Space Exploration is to promote the importance of space exploration to the national agenda via cost-effective,
high-yield public outreach activities that include both traditional and new media to help secure political support and budget resources for NASA
and space exploration.
The Government Affairs team is comprised of Coalition member companies’ Washington, D.C. representatives. It tracks the progress of space
exploration policy and assists the Public Affairs team on messages and audiences for public outreach efforts.
The Coalition continues to recruit new members and partners in its campaign to increase support for space exploration. Membership in the Coalition
for Space Exploration is open to any U.S.-based company or organization that supports the exploration of space and is willing to commit funding
or other resources toward the cause of space exploration.

http://www.keepamericainspace.com/
tlhingan ra’ghomquv

This site caused quite a stir when the “Klingon Propaganda” ash movie came out a few months back. No one was sure if this was an viral
marketing site for “Star Trek” (2012), Star Trek Online, or something entirely different. Turns out it was the work of a talented animator who just
wanted to do something Trek-related. Check out the site he built!

http://www.tlhingan.org/
“UFO” - The Movie

Back in the ‘70s, there was a pretty successful TV show by Gerry Anderson. It was called “UFO”, and it dealt with an agency charged with
defending Earth against incursions by alien spacecraft. And it is being remade as a big-budget motion picture.
Based in the near future - 2020, where a super secret military organization, SHADO (Supreme Headquarters Alien Defense Organization), becomes
operational. Its purpose, to defend Earth from an Alien race, which has been abducting humans from all corners of planet earth for decades. SHADO’s
cover is a Movie Studio with their main headquarters hidden deep below the surface. SHADO is run by the extremely dedicated “Studio Mogul”
and SHADO Commander Ed Straker who has a cadre of crack operatives with an arsenal of cutting edge futuristic weapons systems and hidden
bases on earth and beyond.
Director Matthew Gratzner and Producers Avi Haas and Henri Kessler join forces in this re-imagination of the original 1970 TV Series created
by Gerry Anderson.

http://ufo-themovie.com/UFO/Home.html
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The James Webb Space Telescope

As many of you know, the expectation is that the Hubble Space Telescope will be retired later this decade. Its successor is the James Webb.
The James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) is a large, infrared-optimized space telescope, scheduled for launch in 2014. JWST will nd the rst
galaxies that formed in the early Universe, connecting the Big Bang to our own Milky Way Galaxy. JWST will peer through dusty clouds to see
stars forming planetary systems, connecting the Milky Way to our own Solar System. JWST’s instruments will be designed to work primarily in the
infrared range of the electromagnetic spectrum, with some capability in the visible range.
JWST will have a large mirror, 6.5 meters in diameter, and a sunshield the size of a tennis court. Both the mirror and sunshade won’t t onto the
rocket fully open, so both will fold up and open once JWST is in outer space. JWST will reside in an orbit about 1.5 million km from the Earth.
The James Webb Space Telescope was named after a former NASA Administrator.

http://www.jwst.nasa.gov/
Space Quotes to Ponder

Why should we go into space? A lot of famous (and not-so-famous) people have had something to say on that point. Check out this compilation of
quotes, and see how many of the folks who said them you recognize.

http://www.spacequotes.com/

Where were you when...
Compiled By Alex Rosenzweig

Avenger December Meeting and Holiday Party
1) Once again, good friends, good fun, and good food were the order of the day at LCDR Norm’s place? (AR)
2) The temptation to over-imbibe on very tasty eggnog was great, but ADM Alex somehow resisted? (AR)
3) We watched the JJ Abrams Trek lm on the high-def TV, enjoying (and occasionally “MSTing”) the lm? (AR)
Longwood Gardens Holiday Trip
4) The Gardens were decorated, both inside, and out, with all sorts of holiday nery? (AR)
5) Even the treehouses were adorned with decorations and Christmas Trees? (AR)
6) As darkness fell, the lights came on, and the Gardens were lled with color, especially with all the myriad lights wrapped around many of
the trees? (AR)
7) A fountain show at the Open-Air Theater lent even more festivity to the mix? (AR)
New Year’s Eve
8) Jeff and Laura Victor hosted a delightful gathering of friends at heir home? (AR)
9) We watched that one bit of Star Wars that George Lucas likely wishes would just go away forever, but at least the RiffTrax accompaniment
made it vaguely bearable? (AR)

10) The debate ensued as to whether it was more torturous to listen to Princess Leia sing, or Lynn Minmei? (AR)
11) Dinner was a panoply of delicious options, as bets a couple who truly appreciate good cuisine? (AR)
12) Dessert was yet another array of delicious choices, with pies of several types being the centerpieces? (AR)
13) Matt creamed Alex? (AS)
14) We decided that Dick Clark looked better than he had in a couple of years? (AR)
15) Watching “Rockin’ Eve” led to discussions of music, pop culture, and other aspects of the performing arts? (AR)
16) We nally started going our separate ways between 3 and 4 AM, happy to have brought the New Year in together with friends?
(AR)
Miscellaneous Happenings

17) Horse lover Annie met a horse with the registered name of “Star Trek?” (AR)
[Annie explains:
“Absolute true story! I was heading towards Todd’s house Saturday early afternoon, going over the mountain, crossing over Route 22 on Washington
Avenue. At the bottom, of the hill is a large backyard with a horse that I always look for. As I was coming down the hill, I happened to see the horse
being ridden on the side of the road. So, being the horseloving, friendly person that I am, I struck up a short conversation with the horse’s owner/rider.
When I asked what the horse’s name was, his owner replied, ‘Star Trek.’ I then asked if he was a fan. He said no; that was the registered name on
the horse’s papers! BTW -- Star Trek is a Quarter Horse.”]
ADM Alex Rosenzweig, this column’s compiler, would like to thank everyone who sent in contributions to this column. Of course, more
are always needed. If you want to share something that happened at an Avenger, STARFLEET, or Star Trek event, please send your
contributions to Alex at:
980 Linwood Place North Brunswick, NJ 08902-2267
email: alexr@tellurian.com
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no longer have to remain down here.”
At that, Bretvil chuckled. When the others looked at him, he said wryly, “Perhaps Metnar was right after all. Perhaps our Federation friends-and
Vasmitt and I-are the herald.”
The other Foroon also laughed, especially Vasmitt and Chanret, who remembered how scandalized Bretvil had been at the very idea.
Obaret then grew serious again. “Captain,” he said to Maldonado, “I believe that what you offer would be benecial to my people. However, I also
believe that this is something which we all should decide together.”
“I completely understand,” Maldonado replied. “How long will this take?”
“Not more than two days,” Obaret said. “We will spend the rst day distributing the necessary information to our people, and voting will take
place on the second day.”
“Is there anything else that you’ll need from us?” Carlos asked.
“Just a summary of your proposal that we can share with all the inhabitants of Roontall,” said Mialar.
Maldonado glanced at T’HoD, who nodded. “Easily done,” said the Communications Chief. He stepped to one side and started working
with his tricorder, only once asking Jamretin to assist him with producing a link to a Foroon recording device. That was done quickly, and soon a copy
of what might have been called the Federation’s prospectus was in Obaret’s hands.
As the leaders of Roontall prepared for the plebiscite, the landing party returned to the Avenger to await the results. Before they departed, they had
the ship beam down a communications unit sufcient to transmit from the city to the ship in orbit. And then they waited.
Obaret’s estimates for the voting period were sound. Near the end of the second day after Maldonado and his landing party returned to the Avenger,
Obaret and Mialar contacted the ship to report the results. By a substantial margin, the Foroon had approved a formal relationship with the Federation.
The people of Roontall would be isolated no longer.
“Captain’s Log, Stardate 10311.03:
The people of the Foroon city Roontall have voted to formally establish relations with the Federation. While there is still some discussion of
asking the Foroon for permission to place a facility on this world, the more immediate tasks are involved with getting them ready to rejoin the
interstellar community. With permission from Star Fleet, we have provided the Foroon with communications equipment so that they can
contact the Federation. They have also requested the construction of an easier way to reach the planetary surface, a request which has been
transferred to the Star Fleet Corps of Engineers. Fleet Command has ordered the U.S.S. Cousteau to relieve us here, and the Avenger has been
ordered to continue to survey this sector, in hopes of nding a second choice of planet to support a base of operations, in case we can’t reach
an agreement with the Foroon to use UFC-18249-IV. We have said farewell to our friends in Roontall, and promised that we will stop back
once more, before we leave this sector. From there, we will always remember the tale of tragedy that we’ve discovered, and we can hope that
what we’ve done over the past week and a half will have made a difference.”
------FINIS------

**********

In future articles, we’ll continue to talk about what’s aboard the ship, how various systems work, crew specics, etc. (Members are urged to suggest topics. If
there’s something you want to know about the ship, chances are that someone else wants to know, too. So send in your questions, and we’ll try to get answers
for you in upcoming columns.)
As you’ve seen, this column also supports short stories! Stories should be no more than 4 pages in 10-point type, and can be about anything in the Avenger Universe.
(Serializations are also accepted, but the story must be submitted complete, and arrangements with the column editor and Avenger News editor for serialization will be
made ahead of time.) We hope everyone will take the opportunity to contribute to the tales of the Avenger.
To help you out, we’re also running story ideas each issue. These aren’t eshed out, but are jumping-off points from which stories may evolve. If you do see
an idea listed here that you’d like to build a story from, let me know, so that we don’t get multiple members working on the same idea. And here we have the
next suggestions...
1] The Avenger encounters another vessel in deep space. It appears to be an old derelict Federation vessel. The hull is battered, lthy, and scorched, making
the name and registry illegible. Communications cannot get any response to any type of hail. Sensors detect no life forms and minimal emergency power to life
support. An unfamiliar type of radiation eld is emanating from the ship, making transporters unsafe. The shuttle bay doors are open and dim emergency lights
can be seen inside.
A party is assigned to take a shuttle and investigate. As their shuttle touches down, all the shuttle bay lights go out and the hangar doors slam closed.
Communication with the Avenger is cut off. Attempts to open or cut their way out of the hangar bay fail; the alloys in the doors seem to have transformed into a
substance that is resistant to anything the characters can use on it.
As the boarding party investigates the ship, they discover bodies. Most of them seem to have died by explosive decompression, but many were killed in hand-to-hand
combat. In addition to the Star Fleet crew, there is a wide variety of beings from outside the Federation: Klingons, Cardassians, Gorn, Romulans, and some species
that no one recognizes.
2] The Color Out of Space - A massive nebula cloud is draining life out of a series of planets. The only way that the color can be defeated is by an intense
electro-magnetic attack only problem is that the color has grown to such dimensions that a ship doesn’t have the power to generate a massive enough EM eld
to destroy the color.
Finally, as a part of this series, we include character-les of members of the crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-le, great! If not, why not try making one? We’ll
try to publish one or two each issue, as space and contributions permit. We’re always looking for members to create les for their own characters. If you’re interested in
creating a le for your ctional character, or updating an existing le, contact ADM Rosenzweig for help/information.
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** Admiralty Board Updates:
- FCAPT Gary Amor has resigned as Regional Coordinator of Region 11, citing personal reasons. Bruce O’Brien has been appointed Acting Region
11 Coordinator until the IG is able to complete the election process.
- CAPT Joe Fuller was elected as Regional Coordinator of Region 5, and has been promoted to the grade of Fleet Captain.
- BGD Thomas Guertin was elected as Regional Coordinator of Region 15.
** The Admiralty Board has formally approved the separation of the STARFLEET Constitution into a separate, free-standing document, no longer
included as part of the Membership Handbook.
** The free-standing Constitution and the 2010 Membership Handbook are posted on-line at STARFLEET’s website, http://www.s.org
** STARFLEET Operations has announced the commissioning of the following chapters:
- U.S.S. Virginia, NCC-71803, based in Waynesboro, VA, Region 1, CAPT Erinn Boyd, Commanding
- U.S.S. Wessex, NCC-74207, based in Temecula, CA, Region 4, CAPT David Jamison, Commanding
- U.S.S. Wolf 359, NCC-52359, based in Vancouver, WA, Region 5, CAPT Michael Cowan, Commanding
** STARFLEET Shakedown Operations has announced the launch of the following chapter:
- U.S.S. Orion Star, NCC-75025, based in Elermore Vale, Australia, Region 11, COL Wayne Smith, Commanding
- U.S.S. Storm, NCC-1694, based in Atlantic City, NJ, Region 7, CAPT David Sladky, Commanding
** The Ofce of the STARFLEET Historian is pleased to announce that we have migrated the history of the organization to the STARFLEET web
server. Thanks to the work of VADM Jeff Higdon, the a new URL for accessing the history of STARFLEET is http://historian.s.org
** The second Commander, STARFLEET, FADM Adeline Longshaw, who served as the leader of our association after FADM John Bradbury, is
having some health issues that include radiation treatments. She is currently an active member of the U.S.S. Sunower, which is commanded by
Region Twelve Senior Vice Coordinator Rear Admiral Bea Hart.
** The U.S.S. Odin celebrated its First Anniversary on 23 January 2010.
** STARFLEET Academy News:
- The College of the United Kingdom has added colleges covering Ireland and Scotland.
** STARFLEET International Conference News
- IC 2010 will be in Wagoner, Oklahoma in the Sequoyah State Park, on 29 July - 1 August 2010. There is a lodge and cottages/cabins. Registrations
are now open. The IC2010 website is http://www.ic2010.org/
- IC 2011 It will take place on 12-14 August 2011, at Pocono Manner, Pennsylvania, in the Pocono Mountains. Their web site is online with
lots more information: http://www.ic2011.com/
- Jeff Victor, the IC2011 Conference Chairman, has requested assistance from the whole region, even though the IC is a U.S.S. Challenger project. If
you would like to help, assistance is needed in the following areas:
* Transportation Team
* Hospitality Team
* Registration Team
* Paintball Committee
* Honor Guard
* Gaming Room Staff
Also, if you have a panel idea, please email the team at panels@ic2011.com with your ideas and contact information. Even if you don’t want to
host a panel, any idea is worth exploring!
If you are interested in helping out, please send an email with your interests to volunteers@ic2011.com.

Region 7 News:

** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com) For further info, contact Mike Stein at
JusticeOC@aol.com
** CAPT Joseph Horton is creating a charity cookbook and is looking for recipes. He is basically accepting any recipes and if they don’t quite t this
book, they will be used in the next fundraiser, which is the IC 2011 cookbook.
** The U.S.S. Sovereign will be celebrating its 20th Anniversary on 12 June 2010.
DETAILS: The Cottage Green, Ashton Street, Philadelphia, PA
Cost: $30.00 per person.
This will include an open buffet, DJ, and door prizes.
If you would like to attend please send your check or money order to: U.S.S. Sovereign, PO Box 21043, Philadelphia, PA 19154.
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27 February 2010 - NJ Special Olympics Polar Bear Plunge - Seaside Heights, NJ
Come out and watch crazy people raise money for a good cause. Or even join in!
Event Website: http://www.sonj.org/LawEnforcement/NjPolarPlunge/Home.php
28 February 2010 - “Avatar” 3D Imax Trip
AMC Loews Theater, New Brunswick, NJ
Details and times TBD.
Event Coordinator: ADM Alex Rosenzweig, alexr@tellurian.com
7 March 2010 - Intergalactic Food Festival
Seaside Heights Community Center, Bay and Hancock Avenues, Seaside Heights, NJ, 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
A smorgesbord of treats from around the galaxies. Members are encouraged to prepare something for the feast. Come taste exotic and alien treats
with the crew of the U.S.S. Challenger. The culinarily talented bring something to share.
12-14 March 2010 - Monster Mania
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 43 College Avenue, Cherry Hill, NJ
Horror Convention. Guests include Gary Busey, Jake Busey, and William Katt.
Cost: Weekend Pass - $40; Single-Day Pass - $20; Single-Day Pass with Advance Dealers’ Room Access - $30
Event Website: http://www.monstermania.net
14 March 2010 - Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Star Trek series in the print media.
Event Coordinator: COMM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu
20 March 2010 - Leonardo Da Vinci’s Workshop Exhibition Trip
Discovery Times Square Exposition Center, 226 West 44th Street, New York, NY, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Explore Leonardo da Vinci’s 500-year-old inventions from his actual notebooks as they are brought to life in in this world premiere exhibit.
Discover how his visions for an airplane, automobile and bridge would have worked - long before they became the modern world’s reality. Plus,
uncover the translations and hidden meanings behind the mastermind’s paintings, sketches and notebooks through innovative digital technology.
* Featuring full scale models of da Vinci’s inventions including his self-propelled cart, airplane, robot knight and mechanical lion
* Innovative touch screen technology translates over 500 sketches from his actual notebooks into 3-dimensional models
* Da Vinci’s most important paintings can now be viewed using avant-garde technologies and extensive 3D imaging and animations
Ticket Costs are: Adults: $19.50; Seniors (65+) $18.50; Children (4-12) $17.50; Children under 4 FREE
Event Coordinator: ADM Alex Rosenzweig, alexr@tellurian.com
Event Website: http://www.discoverytsx.com/nyc/exhibitions.php?id=1003
26-28 March 2010 - I-CON 29 - SUNY, Stony Brook, NY
The Northeast’s largest convention of science ction, fact, and fantasy. Guests include Ronald D. Moore, Robert J. Sawyer, Jody Lynn Nye,
Jack McDevitt, and many more.
Cost: Adult 3-Day membership - $54; Senior Citizen/Student Membership - $44; Child Membership - $10
Event Website: http://www.iconsf.org
11 April 2010 - Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Trek tech and real tech: art imitating life imitating art.
Event Coordinator: COMM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu
16-18
April 2010 - Chiller Theatre
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Hilton Parsippany, One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Horror and Science Fiction Convention. Guests from horror and sci- movies, TV, wrestling, and music. Large dealers’ rooms.
Cost: At the Door: General admission is $25 per day. In Advance: General admission is $20 per day, or $60 for all three days (VIP).
Event Website: http://www.chillertheatre.com
15 May 2010 - U.S.S. Avenger 25th Anniversary Party
The Pines Manor, 2085 Route 27, Edison, NJ, 6:00 PM
In 2010, the U.S.S. Avenger will celebrate its Silver Anniversary. Yes, 25 years of fun, friendship, and fandom as an active STARFLEET chapter.
And in May, we’ll gather together with friends to recognize that landmark milestone.
We’ll have more details soon, as plans get nalized, but we hope that you’ll plan to join us for this memorable event.
Event Coordinator: COMM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu

NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can
make the proper arrangements. Thanks!

Avenger Roster Update
Farewell, and Good Luck...
1) Captain Michael Balewitz
2) Captain Dale A. Kagan
3) Ensign Timothy B. Wickes
Welcome Back--Thanks for Renewing
1) Captain Joe Horton
2) Lt. Commander Joanne Perkins
3) Commander Patrick Barnes

Promotions-Congratulations!
1) Ensign Jason Blackstone to Ensign First Class
2) Commander Annie Slonski to Captain

NOTE: if you nd your name listed under deletions is
in error, please contact CO Judy Waidlich or XO Todd
Brugmans A.S.A.P., that we maytake the appropriate steps
to correct this listing.

Look at this spiffy poster and go buy one! Done by artist Chris Allan, this detailed poster
matches up with the ofcial Avenger Blueprints and gives a detailed look inside our
vessel. Take a look! It’s at our CaféPress store: http://www.cafepress.com/ussavenger
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The Next Meeting of USS Avenger will be

SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2010
2:00pm
North Brunswick Public Library
880 Hermann Rd.
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of Avenger News, AN-120:
Please

submit

all

MARCH 20, 2010

articles,

illustrations and/or photos
alex@tellurian.com

to

Alex

Rosenzweig:

