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STEPPIN’ OUT AGAINST DIABETES
U.S.S. Avenger turns out to raise funds for the JDRF

U.S.S. Avenger’s own Judy Waidlich, Annie Slonski, Brenda Bell and JoAnne Perkins
took an active role in raising funds and turning out to walk at this year’s Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) Walk for a Cure campaign held at boardwalk in
Seaside Heights, NJ . Todd Brugmans and Frank Warren were also in attendance for
the walk to support their crewmates and the cause, for which U.S.S. Avenger’s crew
collectively raised $844.00 this yerar.
Another Stareet chapter, U.S.S. Starlord participated with the fundraising efforts under
the banner of Taryn’s Trotters, named after Taryn Podesta, daughter of the Starlord’s
CO, Joe Podesta. Taryn was diagnosed as a Type-1 diabetic at a very early age, and took
an active role in raising funds to ght this disease.
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Scenes from this year’s Renaissance Fair Season: The New York Renaissance Faire,
the Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire, and the Lakewood NJ Lions Renaissance Faire.
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MEANWHILE, BACK ON THE BRIDGE...
By Judy Waidlich

the other 3⁄4s of the park’s animals to look forlornly at our
It’s that time of year again, where I wonder where summer vehicle. It was fun to watch the moose terrorize those in the
went. It was an action-packed summer, as mentioned in the bed of the pickup that we were following.
We had a fun time at the farewell volunteering weekend on
last AN. There were the various picnics: ours, the U.S.S.
Saturday,
September 19 at the Franklin Institute. I wore the
Abraham Lincoln’s, the U.S.S. Challenger’s and one at the
home of Jen and Ryan Battershill. There were also various top of my Mirror/Mirror uniform (and felt like I kept popping out of it - but no one else seemed to complain...well,
conventions: Shore Leave, Creation, and Monster Mania.
not the guys).
At Creation’s, John Billingsley and Connor Trineer were
There are lots of varied events coming up as I write
guests; and John Astin was at Monster Mania. There were
this:
the Sourland Mountain hike, JDRF’s Walk for the Cure,
several more Renaissance Faires: New York’s, PennsylvaWatkins
Glen Weekend, the Maryland Ren Faire and Chiller
nia’s and one in New Jersey, in Lakewood. I was able to
in
October.
Many other trips are in the works for November.
make the PA Ren Faire. The weather could have been better,
Your Command Staff is working hard to choose the right
but I enjoyed the jousts and was impressed by the master
venue
for the 25th Anniversary Party. After that is done, the
bowman.
rest
of
the party planning revs up.
Avenger did not capture any ‘Fleet awards at this year’s
Just in time for that celebration, the Gottliebs (Mark,
IC, but Todd’s roll call slides were once again a hit. My
Leslie,
and Alan) have renewed their memberships. It’s good
vacation in Virginia went well, considering that six of us
to
have
them back, and I hope that they will join us at some
were sharing the two suites: me, George (brother), Lukas
(nephew), Greg (brother), Donna (sister-in-law), and Domi- of the upcoming events. ‘Til next time…
nique (niece). The nine-year olds weren’t as bad as I thought
they would be. We went to some historic sites; most memorable was the drive-through safari park where you could
feed the animals. The highlight was the llamas and camels,
as they tried to wrest the feed bucket from you, which left

Commodore Judy

SCIENTIFIC METHODS
Greetings, All!
It’s hard to believe that the summer is drawing to a close. (By
the time you read this, it’ll already be fall!) It certainly was an
active summer. There was an opportunity to participate in lots of
different ways! But, if you missed it, not to worry, there are more
chances to come.
At the September meeting, we had a change-of-pace from our
usual meeting programs. This time, it was “How I Spent My
Summer vacation”. We told tales of our various adventures over
the summer, and as so often happens, much of what happens can
lend itself to some pretty amusing storytelling, so we ended up
with a lot of laughter. It did get me thinking about just all the fun
stuff we get to do, not simply through “formal” activities, but also
as friends. I mean, sure, we could all go off on our own and do
things, but it’s rarely as much fun as when shared with a group.
That’s the enduring power of social organizations, and I hope we
never lose that spirit.
I’ll tell a story or two in a few moments, but rst, a few
housekeeping notes. I recently sent out the periodic e-mail to
Sciences members, one I dubbed “SciDiv Chatter”, ‘cause that’s
mostly what it is, be chattering to the members of the division

and hoping to get an idea or two out there that might spark a
conversation. It all goes back to that “being social” part again. I
haven’t heard much, but I do hope that’ll change. And, Sciences
folks, if you’d like to change the subject and bring up an idea of
your own, that’s all part of the fun, too. Don’t be afraid to express
yourselves!
Also, a reminder to keep those STARFLEET memberships current! Not only do you get the cool stuff that STARFLEET sends,
and not only do you get access to fun programs like the Academy,
and not only do you get member discounts on goods and services,
like Red Roof Inn, Motel 6, Choice Hotels (e.g., Comfort Inn and
Quality Inn), Enterprise Rent-a-Car, and OfceMax, you also get
a big discount on your Avenger memberships and we can promote
you to the higher ranks! (Yeah, the higher rank and $5.00 will buy
you a cup of coffee, but it’s still fun to get promoted from time
to time, right? [grin]) The reason this was sitting in my head was
that we do have a member or two of Sciences who are eligible for
promotion, but they’re not (as I write this) currently STARFLEET
members, so we can’t promote them ‘til they renew those member-
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ships. So, double-check your STARFLEET membership status,
or if you’re not sure, check with Judy or Todd, who can look
up that info for you.
Finally, the usual thing... As we move into the fall and winter,
we’ll be looking for suggestions for activities. I’ve got some
ideas for things to do over the winter months, but I think it
all works better if a variety of folks suggest things, too, so I
hope you’ll all be willing to toss out an idea or three. Sound
like a plan?
Okay. So… I promised a story, right? Now, this story is one
of those cool ones that encompasses sci-, science, engineering,
and doing cool stuff with friends. Now, as some of you know,
I traveled to the STARFLEET International Conference with
Janek Kazimer and Joe Horton (hi, guys!). It was a really fun
weekend! As some of you might also know, we opted to drive
to North Carolina. So, we’re on the way back, and have gotten
to northern Virginia, in the vicinity of Manassas. Janek says,
“Hey, how close are we to the [space shuttle] Enterprise?” Well, s it happened, we weren’t very far at all. It was to late to stop off that
day, but we decided to nd a place to stay for one more night, and then go the Udvar-Hazy Center (the National Air and Space Museum
Annex) the next day, before driving the rest of the way home. So that’s what we did. Of course, we toured all through the structure,
taking in the many examples of planes from throughout the history of aviation, but it was, of course, the space hangar, dominated by
the famed space shuttle orbiter Enterprise, that captured our attention the most. And right from the get-go, we were in our element.
Literally! We were walking through the archway into the space wing when we passed a museum guide talking to a group of visitors. He
was pointing to the Enterprise and telling the visitors about how those “Star Trek people” had mounted a campaign to have the shuttle
named Enterprise (NASA originally wanted to call OV-101 the Constitution, instead). Janek stopped, turned, and said, “That was us!”
The theory was that it was quite likely that some of
the folks who’d sent letters to President Ford are likely
STARFLEET members today. It’s likely a pretty sound
theory, too. In any case, it allowed us to share a bit
more of that bit of history with the attentive visitors.
A short time later, we were studying one of the cooler
items in the museum’s collection, and one that’s not
very well-known: the lming model of the mothership
from “Close Encounters of the Third Kind”. As some
of you may know, the modelmakers-knowing full-well
that most of this ship would never be visible on the
screen-put in a lot of extra items, and the museum had
a list of what was there. This included an R2 unit, a
mailbox, a VW bus, two WWII airplanes, a cemetery
plot, and so on. So Janek, Joe, and I were spending a
lot of time trying to nd all the things they had on this
model. After a while, we start nding other stuff, stuff
that wasn’t on the list. We’re still in the midst of this
when one of the tour groups comes over. Not missing
a beat, we join in with the guide to show people where
all the stuff is. The guide shows us some stuff that’s on his list, but not on the placard that’s in the display case, like the sharks that
are deep in the inner reaches of the model. And then we turned the tables, showing him some of what we’d found, the stuff that not
only wasn’t on the display placard, but wasn’t on the guide’s list from the museum curator. At one point, we’re describing where
something is, and we say, “Yeah, it’s just past the oil barrel.” The guide says, “There isn’t any oil barrel!” We borrowed his laser
pointer. A moment later, he was, like, “Okay, there’s an oil barrel.” My contribution was what I’ve taken to calling “The Sword in
the Spaceship”. See, out on one of the edges, there’s a short cylinder. Protruding from the top of the cylinder is a sword hilt, calling
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to mind the Arthurian legends. Make of it what you will.
Lest you think the “Close Encounters” ship was all we concentrated on, you can rest assured that Janek and I took pictures of the
Enterprise from almost every angle we could reach. There is a lot to see on the ol’ girl. At least the hole in the leading edge of one of
its wings that had been there last time I visited (when one of the reinforced carbon-carbon tiles had been removed for testing in the
wake of the loss of Columbia) was gone, as the tile had been replaced. And there were so many cool planes and ships and satellites and
probes, it was an awesome afternoon. I seriously recommend a visit there if you’re ever in the area.
And that’s the story for this issue. I hope you enjoyed it.
With that, I’ll close for this issue’s. As always, if you’ve got ideas or thoughts for future SciDiv-sponsored trips or events, do feel free
to send them along! They can be elaborate or very simple ones. Either’s totally cool. I’m especially looking for suggestions for simple,
low-cost things we can do close to home, and indoors for the winter months, which will be upon us all too soon.
As usual, check out “Science Highlights” and let us know what you think. (And feel free to contribute your own suggestions for
the coolest science events in the last couple of months!) Don’t forget “Mission Docket” for some neat upcoming things to do. And if
you’ve got any comments, suggestions or ideas, don’t hesitate to drop me a line. Take care, and ‘til next time…
Ad Astra!

ADM Alex Rosenzweig
Chief Science Ofcer

“FROM THE BELLY OF THE BEAST”
“MUSEUM TREK - STARBASE PHILADELPHIA”
By Matthew J. Rielly
To this very day, we are reminded over and over again
just how much of a pop-culture phenomenon the Star Trek
franchise has become. For more than 30 years now, we have
seen various artifacts-from the original series up to the last
Trek show that preceded the demise of the United Paramount
Network-showcased in museums and convention halls from
Long Island to Las Vegas. The latest example to keep the
fever alive recently closed at the Franklin Institute Science
Museum in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, after a four-month
stopover. It is ironic that this all stemmed from a TV show
that NBC axed from its schedule after a three-season run, not
knowing the restorm of interest it sparked among its audience faithful...and the impact the adventures of Captain Kirk
and crew would continue to have for decades to come.
I consider myself extremely fortunate to have seen actual
pieces of Star Trek history up close and personal. My rst
exposure came in our nation’s capital in the summer of 1977.
That was my rst visit to the Smithsonian Air and Space
Museum, and the rst time I saw the holy grail of Trekdom:
The 11-foot lming model of the starship Enterprise. There
she was, warts and all, hanging overhead like she was guarding the entrance to one of the nearby exhibits. This would
only be one of three pilgrimages I would eventually make
to Washington, D.C., the second being in the summer of
1986 and the third in September 1992, when I was also
lucky enough to see the Enterprise-A, the DY-100, the Vulcan
shuttle and the original TV and movie Klingon Battle Cruiser
models. I sat in a replica of Captain Kirk’s bridge chair, went
to the top of the Washington Monument, and took in a nice
view of the Capitol Building, all in that same weekend.

Fast-forward to September 2009. I had just gotten off the SEPTA
R7 train from Trenton, and stepped out of the 30th Street Station
into a beautiful, sunny Philly morning. I strode east along John F.
Kennedy Boulevard, running parallel to the railroad tracks that had
just delivered me to the Center City area. My anticipation grew as
I reached the intersection with 20th Street and turned north toward
the Benjamin Franklin Parkway. It didn’t take long (only about 20
minutes or so) before the museum was nally in sight. Being that the
museum wouldn’t open for a little more than an hour, I ambled across
the street to the veterans memorial to lounge in the shade, taking time
to occasionally glance at the fountains across the park. However, there
was no escaping that huge banner, like the ones usually displayed
by major museums whenever they showcase any of those exclusive
limited-time-only exhibits.
I had seen the banner image on the museum’s web site the
night before, but looking at that same image hanging above the front
entrance and across the columns was an adventure in itself, almost like
the gateway of the Guardian of Forever. Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa seemed
to pale in comparison to that grand view of the twin-nacelled goddess
called Enterprise. Of course, the model-builder in me had to mentally
chime in with comments like: Good, I got the shape of the bridge and
the upper decks of the saucer section right. Why in God’s name did
they color the ship off-white? The registry number and ship’s name
are at least in the right font. Who put the grid lines on the saucer?
Those weren’t in the original series! After telling that little voice to
shut its annoying little pie-hole, I nally got the true message that
Lady Enterprise was sending me: “You are there, but all the cool stuff
is IN HERE.” That worked for me.
Finally came opening time, and in I went. I crossed the atrium
to where several of my fellow Stareeters were gathered, most in
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uniform to serve as volunteer docents for the day to
answer any questions from people visiting the Trek exhibit
upstairs. After exchanging greetings, grabbing a quick
drink, buying my tickets for the day and catching an IMAX
show, I made my way up to the exhibit. The pathway
was accented with quotes by people like President John F.
Kennedy and other notable gures, as well as quotes from
some Trek characters. One quote summed it up best for
me: the line from Captain Kirk in the original-series episode “Return to Tomorrow”: “Risk is our business. That’s
what this ship is all about. That’s why we’re aboard her.”
In retrospect, I’m glad to have heeded the wisdom of our
man James.
I stepped into the exhibit and found costumes, costumes,
costumes everywhere. I have to give a nod to Challenger
member and long-time friend Laura Victor for giving me
some interesting background into the costume worn by
James Cromwell as Zefrem Cochrane in “Star Trek: First
Contact”, along with one of the uniforms worn by Kate
Mulgrew as Captain Janeway in “Star Trek: Voyager”. A
la Captain Picard’s ready room, the displays were accented
with chrome-plated models of different versions of the
Enterprise, the Deep Space Nine space station, the Deant,
and the Voyager. I allowed my little model-builder mental
voice to peek out a little, pointing to each model and
saying, “Built that, built that, built that, built that....”
Kudos to our man Norman Van Houten for taking point
on the replica of the Enterprise-D’s bridge (scaled down a
little from the original but still wicked awesome). I looked

at the detail that went into the touch-panel displays and controls and
reminded myself what an evil genius Mike Okuda is. All in all, the
exhibit was most satisfying, even though in true Trek form, it left me
craving more...which I hope will come my way or I come its way,
depending on where in this great land I am at the time. I have to say
I found a display of the elliptical saucer section of the Enterprise-D a
nice touch. I could swear it was a special-effects prop from “Star Trek:
Generations”, just like the saucer that crash-landed on that planet in the
Veridian system...complete with skid marks!
As a fan, I continue to appreciate the fact that exhibits like this are
put together to showcase what went into the making of the Star Trek TV
shows and motion pictures. It gives people the opportunity to get a real
nuts-and-bolts look at how the future was brought to life on the small
and big screens. As someone who grew up in the era that spawned the
original Trek series, I have to appreciate the historical aspects and think
of all that has unfolded...some of which has been a direct inspiration
for Trek storytelling to latch onto. Considering that if it weren’t for Star
Trek, we would not have coined phrases like “Beam me up, Scotty”,
or go crazy at parties and conventions and hoping someone somewhere
will have the guts to shout out “Festival, festival!!!” And we would not
have expressions to wish someone well, like “Qapla’ “ or “Live long
and prosper”.
Furthermore, since Star Trek is part of human history, it is important
to preserve the legacy that Gene Roddenberry left us and pass it on to
our descendants. Who knows? You might be lucky enough to witness
the very rst test ight of a ship with warp drive and say to yourself, “I
remember when they did that on Star Trek.”

Look at this spiffy poster and go buy
one! Done by artist Chris Allan, this
detailed poster matches up with the ofcial Avenger Blueprints and gives a
detailed look inside our vessel. Take a
look! It’s at our CaféPress store: http://
www.cafepress.com/ussavenger
Avenger Roster Update
Deletions--Farewell, and Good Luck...
1) Captain Frank Warren, Jr.
2) Fleet Captain Brenda Bell
3) Commander Janek Kazimer
4) Lieutenant J. G. Tim Drude
5) Lt. Commander Amy Wilson
6

Welcome Back--Thanks for Renewing
1) Leslie Gottlieb
2) Mark Gottlieb
NOTE: if you nd your name listed under deletions is
3) Alan Gottlieb
in error, please contact CO Judy Waidlich or XO Todd
4) Kathy Dickinson
Brugmans A.S.A.P., that we maytake the appropriate steps
5) Stephan Dickinson to correct this listing.
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Science Highlights
Compiled By Alex Rosenzweig
Welcome to “Science Highlights”! In this column, members of the Sciences Division (and sometimes others, too!) speak out about something
science related that they thought was of particular interest since the last issue of Avenger News. So, without further ado, let me turn the spotlight
on… Science!

It Ain’t Necessarily So...
Contributed by Tim Drude
Worried about that gray hair? Not everything you hear about it may
be accurate.
From AOL Health:
“When you begin to see the rst signs of gray hair, you likely
blame your stressful job, your lack of sleep and even your children. But
here’s the truth about your silver locks: You wouldn’t gray any sooner
or any more if you got all the sleep you needed and had angels for kids.
‘It’s based on a collection of genes,’ says Jerry Shapiro, MD, adjunct
professor at New York University’s Lagone Medical Center, adding that
scientists don’t know whether the gray gene is passed on maternally or
paternally. Most people begin graying in mid-life when the cells that
produce pigment in hair become depleted, but the timing of that process
is pre-programmed by your DNA. There are certainly other factors that
affect gray hair -- and many that don’t.
“Fact: Ethnicity is a Factor - By age 50, most people can expect 50
percent of their hair to be gray, but when gray rst appears seems to be
determined, at least in part, by ethnicity.
“Myth: White Hair Is Reversible - When it comes to preventing or
reversing gray, tales abound about what might do the trick from massaging your scalp with a coconut oil and lemon juice cocktail, to eating iodine-rich foods like bananas and washing hair in butter.
According to Dr. Shapiro, such claims are unsubstantiated malarkey. ‘There is absolutely nothing you can eat or take to make your
hair dark again,’ he says.
“Myth: Gray Signals a Short Lifespan - Your salt-and-pepper mane has nothing to do with longevity.
“Myth: Stress Causes Gray - ‘Many people ask me whether President Obama is graying faster because of the pressure he’s under,’ Dr.
Shapiro says, and as onerous as the job of leader of the country is, Obama’s graying hair is likely the result of age, not his demanding
schedule. ‘Stress has nothing to do with it -- the timing of our gray is based on our genetics,’ he says.
“Fact: Gray Hair is Hard to Dye - Ever noticed that your silver strands seem to stubbornly resist chemical coloring? Dr. Shapiro
says it’s not your imagination: Each ber of gray hair is wider in diameter and contains a central core of air that makes it less
permeable than non-gray hair.”
Want to know more? Browse to: http://www.aolhealth.com/healthy-living/beauty-skin-care/gray-hair?icid=main|htmlwsmain|dl3|link6|http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aolhealth.com%2Fhealthy-living%2Fbeauty-skin-care%2Fgray-hair
An Unknown Life-Form, But is it of a Type Never Before Encountered?
Contributed by Tim Drude
A lagoon in West Palm Beach, Florida conceals a strange creature, the nature
of which bafes both local residents and scientists.
From AOL News:
“An unknown creature caught on video lurking beneath a lagoon in West Palm
Beach, Fla., has the city wondering what it could be, WPTV.com reported.
“The mysterious creature was videotaped by the LagoonKeepers.org, a group
that patrols the city’s waterways in search of debris. ‘I hollered out... and said,
‘What is that?’ We followed it, started taking video,’ said Greg Reynolds, a member of the group.
“Don Serrano, who was with Reynolds, said the creature was ‘different, very different.’
Reynolds said he and Serrano tried to catch up to it, but that every time they would get close to it, ‘it would just disappear.’ He
named the creature ‘the elusive muck monster’.
Thomas Reinert, a marine biologist who works for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, studied the video and
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said the creature appears to be moving in one direction and that it was not breaking the surface.
Want to know more? Have a look at: http://news.aol.com/article/muck-monster-bafes-west-palm-beach/635516?icid=main|htmlwsmain|dl3|link3|http%3A%2F%2Fnews.aol.com%2Farticle%2Fmuck-monster-bafes-west-palm-beach%2F635516
First Fiction, Then Fact
Contributed by Mike Rupprecht
Using an X-ray laser, scientists at Oxford University have created transparent aluminum.
From PhysOrg.com:
“Oxford scientists have created a transparent form of aluminum by bombarding the metal
with the world’s most powerful soft X-ray laser. ‘Transparent aluminum’ previously only
existed in science ction, featured in the movie ‘Star Trek IV’, but the real material is an
exotic new state of matter with implications for planetary science and nuclear fusion.”
Want to know more? Hop on over to: http://www.physorg.com/news167925273.html
Did Life Here Truly Begin Out There...?
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
The Stardust probe has found a key compound, critical to life, in the material of a comet.
From The Planetary Society:
“Scientists have identied a crucial building block of life in samples captured from a comet and returned to Earth by the spacecraft
Stardust. The discovery lends support to the theory that key ingredients of life arrived on the early Earth from space, through a heavy
bombardment of comets and asteroids.
“The samples were captured by Stardust on 2 January 2004, as the spacecraft passed by comet Wild-2, coming within 240
kilometers of its nucleus. For several hours as it ew through Wild2’s coma, Stardust was subjected to a barrage of rocks and grains
from the comet, which battered but did not damage the spacecraft.
Along the way, particles from the bombardment became embedded
in the spacecraft’s collector, made of aerogel tiles framed in aluminum foil. Once the ordeal was over, the collector was tucked into
Stardust’s sample return capsule and sealed inside.
“Two years later, on 15 January 2006, Stardust swooped by
the Earth, and released the capsule into the atmosphere, where it
parachuted gently to the ground in the Utah desert. The contents of
this capsule, the rst-ever samples from a comet collected in space
and brought to Earth, have been occupying scientists around the
world ever since.
“One remarkable discovery in the Stardust samples took place
when Daniel Glavin and Jason Dworkin of NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center found traces of glycine embedded in the collector’s
aluminum foil. Glycine is one of the amino acids that combine
to form proteins - the building blocks of living organisms. The
discovery of an amino acid in a comet would have profound implications as to the origins and prevalence of life, but scientists were
cautious: it was possible, some argued, that the glycine came not
from the comet but from contamination of the aluminum on Earth.
Amino acids, after all are very common on our own planet.”
To nd out more, check out: http://www.planetary.org/news/2009/
0825_Stardust_Retrieves_Life_BuildingBlock.html
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Liar, Liar, Circuits on Fire!
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
During an experiment, robots have learned to lie to each other. We may need
Asimov’s Laws of Robotics sooner than we thought!
From PopSci.com:
“In an experiment run at the Laboratory of Intelligent Systems in the Ecole
Polytechnique Fédérale of Lausanne, Switzerland, robots that were designed to
cooperate in searching out a benecial resource and avoiding a poisonous one learned
to lie to each other in an attempt to hoard the resource. Picture a robo-’Treasure of
the Sierra Madre’.
“The experiment involved 1,000 robots divided into 10 different groups. Each robot
had a sensor, a blue light, and its own 264-bit binary code ‘genome’ that governed
how it reacted to different stimuli. The rst generation robots were programmed to
turn the light on when they found the good resource, helping the other robots in
the group nd it.
“The robots got higher marks for nding and sitting on the good resource, and
negative points for hanging around the poisoned resource. The 200 highest-scoring
genomes were then randomly ‘mated’ and mutated to produce a new generation of programming. Within nine generations, the robots
became excellent at nding the positive resource, and communicating with each other to direct other robots to the good resource.
“However, there was a catch. A limited amount of access to the good resource meant that not every robot could benet when it was
found, and overcrowding could drive away the robot that originally found it.
“After 500 generations, 60 percent of the robots had evolved to keep their light off when they found the good resource, hogging
it all for themselves. Even more telling, a third of the robots evolved to actually look for the liars by developing an aversion to the
light; the exact opposite of their original programming!”
To learn more, check out: http://www.popsci.com/scitech/article/2009-08/evolving-robots-learn-lie-hide-resources-each-other

Tiny-Saurus Rex!
Contributed by Annie Slonski
Millions of years before T. Rex ruled the Earth, a miniature version had come into being. The recent discovery of
this new species has made people think anew about biological form and function.
From National Geographic News:
“Sure, it’s pretty scary-beady eyes and all-but 125-millionyear-old Raptorex kriegsteini was no T. rex, at least in the
size department. The newfound, 70-kilogram dinosaur, however, was nearly identical to its descendant, the 6-ton T. rex,
in every other way, a new study says.
“That Raptorex, via evolution, “scaled up, almost without
change, a hundred times,” resulting in T. rex some 40 million
years later, is an “evolutionarily staggering thing,” said paleontologist Paul Sereno, lead author of the study, published
in the journal Science.
For more on this story, check out: http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/09/photogalleries/raptorex-tiny-t-rex-pictures/
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“Space, The Final Frontier... These are the continuing voyages of the starship Avenger. Her ongoing
mission: to explore strange, new worlds; to seek out new life and new civilizations; to boldly go where no
one has gone before.”

Many members’ questions have dealt with the ctional Avenger. Since we call for members to make up personnel les for their
characters, members want to know just how our ctional universe works. What does the ctional Avenger do? How does it t into
the Star Trek Universe as portrayed on TV and in the lms, books, comics, etc.? To answer these questions, and to (hopefully) keep
you folks entertained, this series of articles was born.
For this issue, we continue the story of the survey of UFC-18249-IV, for the rst part of the seventh chapter in our ongoing tale of
the Avenger’s mission to that planet. In this issue, we reach the Foroon homeworld, and discover the rst hints of the truth behind
the horror. (For those coming in in mid-stream, the previous chapters are “The Survey Begins”, “The Circle”, “Descent into Wonder”,
“City Beneath the Rocks”, “Discoveries and Decisions”, and “Homecoming”, most of which are available either on the Avenger
website at http://www.ussavenger.org or by request from ADM Alex).

REVELATIONS, PART II

The Kismet soared above the atmosphere, and Waidlich set a course for the Avenger. “It’ll be safer to review the old records aboard the
ship,” she explained.
“And more comfortable,” added Kimko.
“At least we won’t have to be in the middle of all that destruction,” Vasmitt said.
“I just want to know why all this happened,” Bretvil said. “What could our ancestors have done to upset these Tholians so much that they
felt that they had to kill everyone?”
“With luck, that’s what the records that we’ve discovered here will tell us,” Waidlich replied.
There wasn’t much conversation on the trip back to the ship. Each person seemed lost in his or her own thoughts. Soon enough, though, the
craft was approaching the Avenger, and it made an uneventful landing in Hangar Bay 2. The landing party disembarked, and Waidlich went up
to the bridge to make her report to Captain Maldonado, while T’HoD, Setak, and the Foroon headed for the Communications Bay on Deck 3 to
study the records from the planet below.
“What was it like down there?” Maldonado asked, when Judy had given her report. “I don’t mean the objective ‘facts’. I mean, what was it
like to be standing there, in the midst of it all?”
Judy thought about it for a moment, and then said, “Sad.” Carlos gave her a look, and she went on. “You’ve been to one or two worlds that have
been wiped out by war or some other huge disaster, right?”
“Of course,” Carlos said.
“This was as bad as any I’ve seen. Maybe it seemed worse than some because we didn’t have descendants of the inhabitants along for the ride, but
just standing there, in the midst of all that wreckage, was just depressing. And the silence was worse. Most times, at least animals or birds survive. All
we could hear was the wind and the surf. Nothing else at all.”
“Creepy,” Carlos said softly.
“It was!” Judy shook her head. “Not something I’d like to have to see again, if I can help it.”
“I don’t think any of us would want to,” Carlos agreed.
“All we can do now is try to understand why this happened. At least we have a clue as to who did it.”
“Right,” Carlos said with a nod. “Hopefully those old records will ll in the gaps.”
Soon after, the call came up from Communications. “Captain,”
said T’HoD, “we’ve broken the language barrier. If you and the XO will meet us down here, we should have some history for you.”
“We’ll be right down,” Maldonado replied. Tapping the intercom switch, he turned toward the helm ofcer. “Lieutenant Ragin, you have the
con.” With Waidlich at his side, he headed for the lift.
After a quick ride down to Deck 3 and a few steps down the curved inner corridor, Maldonado and Waidlich stepped through the doors of
the Communications Bay. T’HoD had activated one of the wall screens. Seeing the Commanding and Executive Ofcers enter, he nodded and
turned to face the group as a whole.
“Now, we can begin.” He held up a small control unit and tapped a command into it. As the images ashed across the viewer, he went on.
“The records we found tell a tragic story. We began by locating visual and audio les, including transmissions that they identied as being from
‘the enemy’. Listen.”
T’HoD tapped another control, and a high-pitched, half-chitter, half-squeal burst from the speakers.
“Tholian,” Maldonado said.
“More conrmation of what we suspected based on the residual radiation,” Setak commented.
“Yes,” said T’HoD. “Based on the Foroon transmissions to their ‘enemy’, it seems clear that they were unable to understand what the Tholians
were saying to them. We, on the other hand, are conversant enough with Tholian speech that our translators made short work of the task.” T’HoD
switched to several of the Tholian transmissions, rst the original, “raw” recording, and then the translation. In each case, the Tholians were warning
Foroon spacecraft away from Tholian-claimed space, and in each case, the Foroon had ignored the warning, and proceeded onward. Each time this
happened, the Tholians became a bit more enraged.
“As I explained on the surface,” said Setak, “the Tholians are both territorial and xenophobic. As such, they would consider an alien race that both
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entered their space without permission, and indeed against explicit warnings to stop, to be a direct and immediate threat.”
“And that seems to be what happened,” T’HoD said. “the Tholians grew more upset over the violations of their space, and the Foroon only
understood that there was a hostile force out there, but not why it was hostile.” He keyed in more commands. “We also found ships’ logs and distress
beacons. It seems that the level of conict kept escalating, and the Tholians became steadily more aggressive in their actions against the Foroon.”
“Couldn’t they see that our ancestors didn’t understand them?!” snarled Bretvil.
“Perhaps,” Setak replied. “But for many Tholians, their natural xenophobia would likely have overridden any thought of a possible misunderstanding.”
T’HoD again picked up the narrative. “Things seemed to be going from bad to worse, so much so that the leaders of the Foroon began to fear
for the survival of their civilization.”
“Well,” said Vasmitt, with a heartbreaking bitterness, “they were right, weren’t they?”
“Sadly, they were,” T’HoD agreed. He brought up another le, this time of a somber male Foroon at a lectern, holding what seemed to be a
conference. “That fear, though,” he said, pitching his voice a bit lower and giving it more resonance, “is why you stand here with us today.”
Listening to T’HoD’s delivery, Maldonado thought wryly of the Communications Chief’s background as a warrior-priest on Efros, his homeworld.
T’HoD tapped another control, and the sound came up. “...so we have decided to create a series of ‘safe havens’, in which groups of Foroon will
be placed, in the hope that they will remain safe and concealed until we can recover them. And, if things come to the worst and disaster should
befall us, some of our people will survive.”
“And so they did,” T’HoD said, as the viewer displayed a series of diagrams of underground habitations.
“That’s Roontall!” exclaimed Vasmitt, as a schematic of a large city was displayed.
“That is possible,” Setak replied. “It is also possible that this is another, very similar, habitation.”
T’HoD switched the viewer once again, and this time it showed a squadron of distinctively Tholian vessels speeding toward the camera. “That
readout in the corner,” explained the Chief of Communications, “indicates that this view is from a satellite in orbit around this planet. This is what the
hostilities led to.” The tracking cameras on the satellite followed the Tholian ships as they cruised into orbit and began bombarding the surface with
energy bolts. Vasmitt, in spite of herself, cried out as explosions bloomed on the planet. After another few moments, the image on the viewer blanked.
“We think,” said T’HoD, “that that was when the ground receivers failed. However, we got lucky, and found another set of records. Some are more
visuals, while others are data, sensor logs and such. They lled in more pieces of the puzzle.” The images on the viewer switched yet again. “It
seems that things got out of hand. The planet’s defense systems were tracking the attack, and based on their data, it looks like the Tholians may not
in fact have intended to annihilate the entire civilization.”
“How do you draw that conclusion?” asked Maldonado.
“Because the attacks were initially focused on targets related to either defense or space ight.”
“So what happened?” asked Waidlich.
T’HoD manipulated the controls again, and the viewer splitscreened into several images, including a surface-level video image and a geophysical
readout. The surface image seemed to be footage from a security camera, while the readout showed faultlines. Bolts from the Tholian weapons struck
near the building in the camera footage, and then the ground itself began to shake, and parts of the building began to collapse. “It would seem,” the
Chief of Communications said, “that in several cases, some of the key targets were built near-or on-faults. The result was that the attacks didn’t just
eliminate specic targets, but they triggered massive quakes, and the damage exponentiated.”
“In addition,” Setak added, “the faults linked to volcanic chains, which in turn were destabilized and erupted.”
“Like the Ring of Fire on Earth,” Waidlich said.
“Precisely,” agreed the Vulcan.
“The last bit of data we have is that, in a last-ditch attempt to stop the attacks, the Foroon apparently red off a strategic missile barrage against
the Tholians.” T’HoD switched the viewer image once more, to show a ight of missiles rising into the sky. But, one by one, they were picked off by
Tholian weapons re, and yet more energy bolts rained down from on high.
“Well, that last defense probably didn’t improve the Tholians’ mood any,” Carlos said.
“Probably not,” Setak agreed.
“The only remaining information suggests that by this point, the planet’s own geology was doing as much damage as anything the Tholians were
doing, and they apparently stopped and let nature take its course.” T’HoD stopped then. There seemed nothing more to say.
“Nature,” Bretvil snarled. “Is that what you call it?”
“Please don’t misunderstand us,” Maldonado hastened to add. “I don’t think that anything we could say would change the scale of what’s
happened here. Or the tragedy.”
“So now what?” asked Vasmitt. “All this time, we waited for what we called a herald to lead us out of the depths, and there wasn’t one at all.
Everyone was dead! There’s nothing left! What will we do now??!!”
“I think that, rst, we need to take you home,” Maldonado said. “And after that, my ofcers and I will have to decide what we should do.”
“What are you going to do to those...Tholians?” Bretvil wanted to know.
“May I be honest with you?” Carlos asked.
“Please do,” Vasmitt replied.
“I don’t know if we can do anything to them. It has been a long time. The Tholians of today may not even have been alive when this happened.”
“Of course,” said Bretvil. “Do nothing. It’s only our people that were killed. Nothing too important to you, I’m sure.” He snorted.
“Bretvil,” Setak said slowly, “you are not being fair. Consider how far this ship has come to help you learn the truth, even if it was not a truth any of
us had hoped to learn. It is not that we would not wish to help you. However, our Federation must proceed carefully when dealing with the Tholians.
Ultimately, what to do will be a decision made by out political leaders. What we can do will be to inform them of what we have learned.”
“But what of our people?” asked Vasmitt, while Bretvil tried to assimilate what Setak had told him.
“Seems to me,” Waidlich suggested “that right now, what we know of your people are all back on that planet we left behind. They deserve to

11

AVENGER NEWS AN117

AUTUMN 2009

AVENGER FICTION
know what’s happened, too, don’t they?”
“I suppose they do,” Vasmitt replied.
Bretvil, his ash of anger somewhat spent, nodded. “Roontall may be all that’s left. If the world of our ancestors is gone, then the world of
today needs our attention and care.”
“Exactly,” Maldonado agreed. He turned to T’HoD. “Mr. T’HoD, would you mind staying with our guests?” T’HoD nodded, and Carlos shifted
his gaze to the others. “Judy, call Captain Gor to the main brieng room. You and Setak are with me.” And with that, he led the exec and
Science Ofcer out.
Several minutes later, Maldonado, Setak, Waidlich, and Second Ofcer Gor sat in the brieng room on Deck 2. Gor was quickly brought up to speed
on what had been learned. The large, powerful man looked pained as they described the Foroon homeworld’s destruction.
“I believe,” Maldonado said, once the explanations were done, “that our rst order of business is to return Bretvil and Vasmitt to Roontall and tell
their people what we’ve learned. They all have a stake in this.”
“Indeed,” Gor said. “Another thing to consider is that UFC-18249 itself may lie in the path of future Tholian expansion, if the Federation
does not step in.”
Setak nodded. “It is unlikely that the Tholians would consider UFC-18249-IV to be environmentally interesting, but how they might respond to
learning of Foroon survivors is not something easily predictable.”
“I agree,” Maldonado replied. “So, we do this: Go back to Roontall and let the rest of the Foroon know what’s going on. We also inform Star
Fleet Command of what we’ve found, so that they can decide on follow-up actions.” He paused, then went on. “I doubt they’ll want us to stay for an
extended period, but this would be a natural situation for them to dispatch relief ships and a diplomatic mission.”
“But since we are the ones out here, we get to take the rst steps,” Waidlich said.
“Exactly,” the CO answered.
“So,” said Gor, “how soon do we get going?”
“Mr. Setak,” said Maldonado, “do you or your staff need any more time to gather data?”
“I do not believe so,” Setak responded. “Anticipating a relatively rapid departure following our return to the ship, I instructed the planetary sciences
team to secure as much information as possible. It can be analyzed in greater detail during our return to UFC-18249-IV.”
“Good.” Maldonado hit the intercom switch. “Bridge, Helm.”
“Ragin here,” came the reply.
“Set a course back for UFC-18249-IV. We’re getting out of here.”
“Navigator says that course is already plotted. I’ll have it laid in in a jiffy.”
“Very good,” said Maldonado. “We’ll be up in a minute.” He keyed off the intercom.
“It would seem reasonable, too,” Setak added, “that this planet may also warrant further detailed study. I believe, though, that it would be
appropriate to seek permission from the surviving Foroon rst.”
“It’d only be right,” Maldonado said with a nod.
With that, the brieng was over, and the four ofcers returned to the bridge.
The journey back from the Foroon homeworld was much more somber than the one to seek it out. There just didn’t seem to be much to say. Bretvil
and Vasmitt spent much of the time in their quarters. Only Setak and the Sciences personnel seemed to stay busy, as they worked to reconstruct the
nal days of the Foroon homeworld in as much detail as possible. When asked why, his answer was simple. “These people deserve to know what
happened to their ancestors.” Maldonado could nd no dispute with that.
For his part, Captain Maldonado led a report, sending copies to both Star Fleet Command and Starbase 7, the Avenger’s current homeport,
where Admiral Alex Rosenzweig, the ship’s former CO and the current commander of the 7th Fleet, was stationed. It wasn’t long before Rosenzweig
got in touch.
“I just read your report, Carlos,” he said, his visage staring out from the viewer in Maldonado’s quarters. “How are the Foroon holding up?”
“Most of the time, they stay in their quarters. I sent Ann Marie to look in on them, but they politely but rmly asked her to leave.” Captain Ann
Marie Reilly, the ship’s CMO, had been unenthused, but decided that the wisest course was to allow the Foroon to grieve in their own way.
Rosenzweig nodded when Maldonado explained that situation. “I agree. She’s right.”
“Alex, what can we do here? Can we talk to Tholians? Perhaps seek reparations on the Foroon’s behalf? We can prove the Tholians destroyed
the Foroon civilization.”
“Yes, we can. And I’m sure the Tholians won’t deny it. But from what your report said, the Foroon did actually violate Tholian space. Correct?”
“Yeah. Not knowingly, though.”
“But from their point-of-view, they were defending their space. Add to that that all this happened a few centuries ago, at least. Right?”
“Our best estimates put it between six and eight centuries,” Maldonado conrmed.
“Before many of the races of the Federation were even spacefaring. It’s not as though can claim jurisdiction.” Carlos sighed, and Alex went on.
“I know, it really stinks. Star Fleet’ll have to let the politicians make the political decisions, but what I’ve seen in the past few years makes me
think we won’t exactly be going in with guns blazing.”
“So, Admiral,” Carlos said, falling back to formality to cushion his own disappointment, “what do you want us to do?”
“For now, just do what you’d planned. Bring Bretvil and Vasmitt home, and let the Foroon know what happened. Offer them help from the
Federation. That much I’m sure we can guarantee. But revenge, or even reparations...that I just don’t know.” The admiral sighed. “Carlos, when
they learn what’s happened, they’re likely to feel very much alone in a hostile universe. The single best thing that you and the Avenger can do is
reassure them that they’re not. That is important.”
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Where were you when...
Compiled By Alex Rosenzweig

STARFLEET International Conference 2009 and Side Trip to the Udvar-Hazy Center

1) The roadtrip southward took us alongside mountains and through historic areas, but what nally confused us was all the reconstruction around the
Greensboro Airport that had GPS units telling drivers to make turns onto roads that weren’t there? (AR)
2) Fred Haise was a delightful, friendly, and enthusiastic guest, enjoying being part of everything, as well as telling his stories? (AR)
3) The lectern at the IC looked like a TOS helm/navigation console? (AR)
4) Todd’s slides teasing the shakedown chapters again turned the roll call into a laugh-fest, with people wondering just what he was gonna come
up with next? (AR)
5) Region 2 Coordinator Jack “Towaway” Eaton proved that he needed to learn the lessons of challenge coin strategy the hard way? (AR)
6) A night at the bar resulted in <<Classied by Section 31>>> and a good time was had by all...except by Towaway’s wallet? (LRSMC)
7) IC09 marked the rst time an inanimate object was issued the Wounded Lion citation? (LRSMC)
8) After racing back to his room to get his bidder number, Alex walked back into the ballroom just in time to outbid everyone and win Janek’s
painting of Voyager at Neptune, signed by Fred Haise? (AR)
9) Alex, aided by Joe, practiced mentoring and step-by-step instruction for the new CO of the U.S.S. Top Gun? (AR)
10) The IC banquet featured an anniversary cake with a STARFLEET logo, and a moon landing cake complete with silvery-gray frosting and a
model of a LEM? (AR)
11) Lance performed the IC edition of “Driving Mr. Gabriel”? (LRSMC)
12) Odin made long-distance contact with the R1RC in the backseat of a car? (LRSMC)
13) On Sunday, a lunch trip to the Cracker Barrel led to part of the group being served by a waitress named Nichelle? (AR)
14) A surprise guest appearance by Marvin the Martian had everyone, including Fred Haise, in stitches? (AR)
15) A late-afternoon decision on the way home led ADM Alex, CAPT Lance, and CAPT Joe to extend the trip an extra day, stay overnight in
Virginia, and then visit the Udvar-Hazy Center? (AR)
16) At Udvar-Hazy, the “Transformers” exhibit joined the orbiter Enterprise and the SR-71 as a center of attention? (AR)
17) We took pictures of the orbiter from every angle we could get to? (AR)
18) Alex, Joe, and Lance found stuff hidden on the “Close Encounters” mothership model that wasn’t even on the curator’s supposedlycomprehensive list, including an oil barrel and a sword hilt? (AR)
19) Alex and Lance also briey became part of a tour, supplementing a docent’s comments with more explanation of how Trek fans got the space
shuttle to be named Enterprise, before heading on into the space wing? (AR)
20) Lance, Joe, and Alex went up to the tower and watched planes coming in to land at Dulles Airport? (AR)

New York Renaissance Faire Trip

21) We were with Alex and the Tide came in? (AS)
22) Annie said to Alex, “I got your pants”? (AS)
23) The heat of the day didn’t prevent us from having a good ol’ time? (AR)
24) Todd ran into friends from previous faire seasons, and they shared how far along their costumes had come? (AR)

Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire Trip

25) Rain? So what? (AR)
26) The jousting eld was a semi-swamp, but the games went on anyway, though much was done at a trot rather than a gallop? (AR)
27) Following the early afternoon joust, the riders and horses stayed to interact with faire-goers, and the horses just reveled in the attention? (AR)
28) A demonstration of archery, catapulting, and trebuchet use drew appreciation from all assembled? (AR)

Avenger September Meeting

29) Brenda walked into the September Avenger meeting sporting a JDRF bicycle jersey and cycling cleats? (BB)
30) After the September Avenger meeting, when Brenda showed off her “new ride”? (BB)
31) Members spun tales of their trips and adventures? (AR)
32) New adventures were planned for the months to come? (AR)

Volunteering at the Franklin Institute, Final Weekend

33) Alex, Norm, and Judy joined the merriment for the last weekend of volunteering? (AR)
34) We all took turns manning the various bridge stations? (AR)
35) We discovered how many STARFLEET ofcers it takes to turn on the lights (in the upstairs room which served as our “green room)? (AR)
36) We took a few group portraits, including a couple with museum patrons who wanted to be photographed with us? (AR)
37) We all agreed that we hope the other Exhibition comes into this area soon, too? (AR)

Sourland Mountain Preserve Hike

38) Our group ended up taking a more challenging trail, and were rewarded with some beautiful scenery that one doesn’t usually get to experience
in Central NJ? (AR)
39) Alex found a branch on the trail that he turned into a walking stick, and discovered just how handy such a thing can be? (AR)
40) Mike played king of the forest, and he and Steve (and sometimes Alex) had fun climbing the rocks? (AR)
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“I understand,” Carlos said. “I have to say, though, Alex, that playing the bucket brigade is denitely wearing. I don’t know how you did it for all
those years. It’s not even been ve, and I feel like I’m burning out.”
“Everyone nds their own path, Carlos”
“And if mine isn’t to stay in command?”
“Are you asking me to transfer you?” asked Alex.
“I don’t know. At least, I don’t know yet.”
“Keep your options open. But, Carlos,” and Alex leaned closer to the visual pickup. “If there’s anything I can do, don’t hesitate to let me know.”
“Thanks, Alex.” Carlos took a deep breath. “Well, I guess we’d better get back to work. I’ll be in touch. Thanks for the talk.”
“Any time,” Alex said, and ashed a smile. “Starbase 7 out.” The viewer went blank.
There was still a day’s journey back to UFC-18249-IV.
------TO BE CONCLUDED-----In future articles, we’ll continue to talk about what’s aboard the ship, how various systems work, crew specics, etc. (Members are urged to suggest
topics. If there’s something you want to know about the ship, chances are that someone else wants to know, too. So send in your questions, and
we’ll try to get answers for you in upcoming columns.)
This column also supports short stories! Stories should be no more than 4 pages in 10-point type, and can be about anything in the Avenger
Universe. (Serializations are also accepted, but the story must be submitted complete, and arrangements with the column editor and Avenger News
editor for serialization will be made ahead of time.) We hope everyone will take the opportunity to contribute to the tales of the Avenger. To
help you out, we’re also running story ideas each issue. These aren’t eshed out, but are jumping-off points from which stories may evolve. If
you do see an idea listed here that you’d like to build a story from, let me know, so that we don’t get multiple members working on the same
idea. And here we have the next suggestions...
1] An Avenger Security Ofcer, on leave to visit his family, is accidentally trapped aboard a science station that has been seized by terrorists. he tries
to determine (and foil) their plans while evading capture and helping the authorities.
2] The Avenger discovers the largest collapsar/singularity ever encountered, and detects a long-lost Federation science vessel hanging motionless
at the event horizon. In their attempts to investigate, the ship takes gravimetric damage, forcing them to board the “derelict” vessel for repairs, where
they nd that the lone survivor is a maverick Federation scientist who may be a genius or madman...
Finally, as a part of this series, we include character-les of members of the crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-le, great! If not, why not
try making one? We’ll try to publish one or two each issue, as space and contributions permit. We’re always looking for members to create les
for their own characters. If you’re interested in creating a le for your ctional character, or updating an existing le, contact ADM Rosenzweig
for help/information.

Where were you when...
41) We made a new friend, as a nice lady found our event posting on-line and decided she wanted to hike, and so came out to join in the fun? (AR)
ADM Alex Rosenzweig, this column’s compiler, would like to thank everyone who sent in contributions to this column. Of course, more are always
needed. If you want to share something that happened at an Avenger, STARFLEET, or Star Trek event, please send your contributions to Alex at:
980 Linwood Place North Brunswick, NJ 08902-2267
email: alexr@tellurian.com

TREKKIN’ THE WEB

From Alex Rosenzweig:
“Star Trek: Final Frontier”

What some fan don’t know is that, not long after “Enterprise” was cancelled, a proposal was oated for an original direct-to-web animated Star Trek
series. “Star Trek: Final Frontier” was developed for Startrek.com by Zero Room Productions in late 2005 as a series of ve six-minute animated
segments with a continuing plot that could lead to more adventures, should viewership warrant. The success of Cartoon Network’s original “Clone
Wars” series was a denite inspiration, and showed that such a model was possible. With Star Trek on television dying out and nothing new for the
franchise in the foreseeable future, “Final Frontier” was designed to give Startrek.com original content, to provide fans with a new and different vision
of the franchise, and to do so in a way that was relatively low risk for CBS. Although much work was done by the series’ designers-on their own
time-the layoff of the entire Startrek.com staff in 2007 and the decision to go with the J.J. Abrams lm sent the project into limbo. Now, in 2009, the
show’s creators have decided to share with the fans a vision of what might have been, had this project come to pass.
http://zeroroom.squarespace.com/overview/

Star Trek V: The Final Frontier - The Enhanced Re-Edit

In the wake of the various enhancement projects for Star Trek, including the Director’s Edition of ST:TMP and the Remastering of TOS, the eyes
of many have been cast on “Star Trek V”, which suffered from both a terrible editing job and substandard special effects. While Paramount has not
expressed any interest in doing a special edition of “Star Trek V”, there are various fan projects underway. This is one.
http://www.thecaptainkirkpage.com/trek5se.html

14

AVENGER NEWS AN117
STARFLEET News:

AUTUMN 2009

** STARFLEET 2008 Annual Award Winners:
- 2008 Junior Member of the Year: PO3 Carol Hall, U.S.S. Jurassic -- Region 1
- 2008 Commanding Ofcer of the Year: ADM Linda Smith, U.S.S. Heimdal -- Region 1
- 2008 Enlisted Member of the Year: PO3 Kathy Beck, U.S.S. Heimdal -- Region 1
- 2008 Ofcer of the Year: LCDR Josephine Fisher, U.S.S. Southern Cross -- Region 11
- 2008 Flag Ofcer of the Year: COMM Jonathan Lane, U.S.S. Angeles -- Region 4
- 2008 Shakedown Chapter of the Year: U.S.S. Leonidas, Region 4
- 2008 Mothership of the Year: U.S.S. Thermopylae, Region 5
- 2008 Co-Chapters of the Year: U.S.S. Heimdal -- Region 1; U.S.S. Nelson -- Region 15
** STARFLEET 2008 Web Award Winners:
- Most Elegant: www.usstiberius.org
- Most Informative: http://ussobannon.org
- Most Trekish: http://www.region2.org/usscontinuum
- Most Wow: http://www.ussthermopylae.org

Submitted by Oliver Savander
Submitted by Bob McCann
Submitted by Jay Gallops
Submitted by Joe Fuller

** STARFLEET 2008 Scholarship Recipients:
- From Region 3, and the U.S.S. Tejas, Jeremy McLain won the James Doohan/Montgomery Scott Engineering Scholarship. Jeremy is studying to
be a Biochemical Engineer.
- From Region 7, and the U.S.S. Accord, Marie Adinol won the Business Management-Armin Shimerman Scholarship for Protable Business.
Marie is studying to be an Accountant.
** STARFLEET Academy News:
- - Boothby Winners for July:
Sapphire (850 courses): Pearl (750):
Sean Niemeyer
Carol Thompson
Wayne Smith
Titanium (350):
Bruce O’Brien

Dilithium (300):
Ros Haywood
Grahame Smith

Silver (100):
Mykah Byers
Nancy Rabel Hall
William Hof
Brian Hooper
Jay Hurd
Brian M. Picket
Eric Schulman***

Bronze (50):
Michael Conard

Amethyst (700):
Bill Rowlette

Garnet (600):
Trilithium (500):
Josephine Fisher Donald Dobrin

Diamond (250):
Latinum (200):
Gold (150):
Michael Timko, III Scott C. Schaller Sofyan Sahrom
Eric Schulman*** Eric Schulman***

TRACOM award recipients for the year ending 31st July 2009:
SFMCA Cadet Student of the Year: Jacob Hollield
SFMCA Student of the year: William Hof
TRACOM Commander’s Award: Rebecca Louise Self

** STARFLEET was featured in a Trekmovie.com article on the history of Star Trek, as of its 43rd birthday. The URL is
http://trekmovie.com/2009/09/08/star-trek-turns-43/
** COMM John Halliday,SFI, Chief of Computer Operations (CompOps), passed along the following info:
In the interest of encouraging the use of our online member database the Computer Operations department will be publishing a series of simple
articles called (Q)uick Tips. The rst ve articles are online and may be found at the links below.
- 01 - How to Reset your Password
http://www.s.org/portal/docs/Downloads%20by%20Department/CompOps/QTips/01 - How to Reset Your Password.pdf
- 02 - How to View Your Member Info
http://www.s.org/portal/docs/Downloads%20by%20Department/CompOps/QTips/02 - How to View Your Member Info.pdf
- 03 - How to View Your Chapter Info
http://www.s.org/portal/docs/Downloads%20by%20Department/CompOps/QTips/03 - How to View Your Chapter Info.pdf
- 04 - How to View Your Academy Course History
http://www.s.org/portal/docs/Downloads%20by%20Department/CompOps/QTips/04 - How to View Your Academy Course History.pdf
- 05 - How to Renew with Less Effort
http://www.s.org/portal/docs/Downloads%20by%20Department/CompOps/QTips/05 - How to Renew with Less Effort.pdf
You may have to copy and paste them into your browser’s URL eld.
If there is an area of the database that you feel is a bit arcane and would like to see some quick and easy instructions on how to access them, please
feel free to send your requests to compops@s.org.
We’ll soon include a page you can go to in order to see a list of all the articles so you don’t have to bookmark each one.
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TREK BOOK NEWS

Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek books...

Available October 2009:
The Romulan War (ST:ENT, Trade Paperback), by Michael A. Martin

In the 21st century, unconditional war swept across the Earth. A war that engulfed the great and the small, the rich and the poor, giving
no quarter. Each side strove for unconditional victory, and as battle built upon battle, the living began to envy the dead.
Chastised by the cataclysm that they had unleashed, the governments of Earth banded together. Humanity vowed to put an end to
war, and to strive for the betterment of every living creature. A united Earth created Star Fleet, an interstellar agency, whose mission
was to explore the cosmos, to come in peace for all mankind. A naïve wish, yet man persists in the belief that peace is the way.
Banding together with other powers to form a Coalition of Planets, Humanity hopes that the strength each can offer the other will
allow for peaceful exploration.
The rise of the Coalition strikes dread within the Romulan Star Empire. They feel the growing reach will cut them off from what is
rightfully theirs. But, the Romulans know that the alliance is fragile, that the correct strategy could turn allies into foes. Perfecting a
way of remotely controlling Coalition ships and using them as weapons against each other, the Romulans hope to drive a wedge of
suspicion and mistrust between these new allies.
One ship, one Star Fleet captain, uncovers this insidious plot, Jonathan Archer of the Enterprise. Determined not to lose what
they have gained, outmanned and outgunned, the captains of Star Fleet stand tall, vowing to defend every inch of Coalition space.
The tide begins to turn. The Romulans now plan to strike at what they see as the heart of their problem. With nothing left to lose,
the Romulan Star Empire engages in all-out war against Humanity, determined once and for all to stop the Human menace from
spreading across the galaxy.

Unworthy (ST:VOY), by Kirsten Beyer

Freed with a thought, the greatest menace to Humanity, the Borg, are gone, absorbed into the Caeliar gestalt. But are they? Can this
deadly menace that has hovered over humanity for decades truly be gone? Might some shadow of the Caeliar remain? The Federation
decides that they have to know and Star Fleet is ordered to nd out.
The starship Voyager leads a eet into a region of space that has lived in fear of instant annihilation for generations, the home of the
Borg, the Delta Quadrant. Afsarah Eden-the new captain of Voyager-is charged with getting answers, reaching out to possible allies,
and resolving old enmities in the Delta Quadrant.
The perfection that was given to the Borg was withheld from Seven of Nine. Left behind, she is living a twilight existence-neither Borg
nor Human-and slowly going mad. The whispers of the Collective, comforting murmurs she has always known, are replaced with a voice
deep within her that keeps insisting she is Annika Hansen. Chakotay, the former captain of Voyager, offers to help Seven rendezvous
with the ships that Star Fleet Command has sent into the Delta quadrant, the probable destination of the mysterious Caeliar.
These are not the friendly stars of the Federation. The unknown and the unexpected are the everyday.

Available November 2009:
Synthesis (ST:TTN), by James Swallow

The starship Titan continues on her outward voyage of discovery. Ranging farther and farther from Federation space, Captain William
Riker and the crew look forward to living Star Fleet’s mission: seeking out new life, discovering new civilizations.
Striking a “sandbank”-a spatial distortion-the Titan is knocked out of warp, her crew shaken up but uninjured. Titan has stumbled
across a battleeld, and oating in it, shattered and in pieces, are the remains of a ship. Searching for survivors, they discover the ship
never had a crew. The away team removes the computer core, looking for answers. Once the device is restored, it becomes clear this is
not just a computer, but a thinking, reasoning articial intelligence.
It identies itself as SecondGen White-Blue. It comes from a civilization composed entirely of sentient computers. Eons ago, these
articial intelligences were charged to be the rst line of defense against The Null-a destructive force so all-consuming that generation
upon generation have waged unending war trying to nd a way to beat back this terror. Captain Riker offers to assist them, but years of
war have left the AIs distrustful and suspicious, especially of organics.
The tide of the battle is turning; The Null is winning. Set free, it will destroy everything in this system and then, unchecked, spread
its mindless destruction into the heart of the Federation.

Available December 2009:
Precipice (ST:VAN), by David Mack

Operation Vanguard is in chaos.
On a post-apocalyptic world in the Taurus Reach, undercover Star Fleet Intelligence agent Cervantes Quinn nds an ancient Shedai
conduit. Unfortunately, the Klingons have found it rst and sent an army to claim it.
Light-years away, on Vulcan, reporter Tim Pennington answers a cryptic call for help and ends up stalking interstellar criminals with an
unlikely partner: T’Prynn, the woman who sabotaged his career and is now a fugitive from justice.
Meanwhile, Diego Reyes, former commander of Starbase 47, lives as a prisoner aboard a Klingon starship. But his former enemies
aren’t seeking revenge. In fact, the only man who knows why Reyes is still alive is the one who arranged his kidnapping and faked
his death-the enigmatic Councilor Gorkon.
All their fates, as well as the futures of three great powers, are linked by one thing: the mysterious Mirdonyae Artifact. And unless
Doctor Carol Marcus and Ming Xiong can unlock its secrets in time, it might destroy them all.
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11 October 2009 - Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: The Worlds/Planets of Star Trek. Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: COMM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu

30 October - 1 November 2009 - Chiller Theatre, Parsippany Hilton, Parsippany, NJ
Hilton Parsippany, One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Chiller is a New Jersey-based Horror Convention. There are several dealer rooms of merchandise and opportunity for autographs.
The site is off Route 10, at the Dryden Way exit. Take Campus Drive to Hilton Court.
Event Website: http://www.chillertheatre.com
31 October 2009 - Challenger Halloween Party
Ortley Beach, NJ
The hours will be from 6:00 PM to 11:59 PM. Other details TBA.
Event Website: http://www.usschallenger.org/portal/
Event Coordinator: ADM Bob Vosseller, Beamaboard@aol.com
8 November 2009 - Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: New Science Fiction on TV. Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: COMM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu
21 November 2009 - Titanic Artifacts Exhibition Trip
Discovery Times Square Exposition Center, 226 West 44th Street (between 7th & 8th avenues), New York, NY
Experience Titanic’s fateful 1912 maiden voyage and take on the identity of a Titanic passenger as you explore magnicent
reconstructions of the ship’s interior. Discover how the “unsinkable” ship met its fate and connect with the passengers and crew, as
you view haunting personal artifacts recovered from the wreck.
Cost: Tickets are $17.50 - $24.50 when ordered in advance!
Event Website: http://www.discoverytsx.com/nyc/exhibitions.php?id=1000
Event Coordinator: RADM Todd Brugmans, Scotsmuppet@gmail.com
13 December 2009 - Avenger Ship Meeting and Holiday Party
Norm Van Houten’s Home, 27 Wilshire Road, Edison, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Holiday Party! Once again, LCDR Norm has invited us for a party, with
ne food and good times. His hospitality is appreciated, and we look forward to a great way to start ringing in the holidays.
Event Coordinator: COMM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu
10 January 2010 - Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Star Trek in Popular Culture. Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: COMM Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rci.rutgers.edu
NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can
make the proper arrangements. Thanks!
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STARFLEET News:

** FADM Sal Lizard announced the reinstatement of two regional coordinators:
- Chrissy Killian, R4
- Mike Urvand, R6
** FADM Sal Lizard announced that CAPT Gudjon Sigmundsson was elected as the Region 9 Regional Coordinator and promoted to Fleet Captain.
** John Christian of the USS Thermopylae has been selected as the next STARFLEET Judge Advocate General (JAG). You can reach John at
jag@s.org.
** STARFLEET Operations has announced the commissioning of the following chapters:
- U.S.S. Commonwealth, NCC-74670, based in Richmond, KY, Region 1, FCAPT James Cecil, Commanding
- U.S.S. Exeter, NCC-1706, based in Jacksonville, FL, Region 2, CAPT John Sims, Commanding
** STARFLEET Shakedown Operations has announced the launch of the following chapters:
- U.S.S. Chinook, NCC-71204, based in Renton, WA, Region 5, CMDR Jereme Pierce, Commanding
- U.S.S. Indomitable, NCC-27315, based in Kingston, WA, Region 5, CMDR Patrick Devine, Commanding
- U.S.S. Iwo Jima, NCC-74502, based in the Bronx, NY, Region 7, BGD Jonathan Slavin, Commanding
- U.S.S. Jaresh Inyo, NCC-74922, based in Paragould, AR, Region 12, BGN Gary Hollield, Jr., Commanding
** Jon Lane announced that STARFLEET members will now get 20% off stays at any Red Roof Inn. The details are on the STARFLEET
website...here’s a direct link to the Perks page:
www.offers.s.org
Just book online or by phone using Volume Plus number 602003 and you’re set. You might need to have your STARFLEET ID Card with you at
check-in. Bring it just in case (they might not ask for it). Jon mentions that the really cool thing about this promotion is that the fellow at Red Roof
Inn who contacted us is a big Star Trek fan himself. Sal and Jon have been trying to convince him to join.
** Star Trek novelist Mr. Keith R. A. DeCandido, has submitted his rankings for the top 6 nalists of the STARFLEET Star Trek Short Story Writer’s
Contest!! Here are THE BEST OF THE BEST!!!
1 - “The Horta”, by Darlene Topp - U.S.S. Niagara, R7
2 - “Second Chance”, by Jane C. Petrovich -- Bounty Station, R13
3 - “The Joy of Being Alive”, by R. Roger Bedford - U.S.S. Renegade, R1
4 - “A Chance to Win”, by Lea Hepler - U.S.S. Republic, R2
5 - “The Irony of Sacrice”, by Samuel G. Pengraff -- Unassigned, R10
6 - “KWA”, by Gary Hollield, Jr. - U.S.S. Jaresh-Inyo, R12
Honorable Mention - Michael Knight - U.S.S. Republic, R2
Honorable Mention - Benjamin J. P. Hartwell -- Bounty Station, R13
The winning stories will be published in the Communiqué, starting with issue #155.
** STARFLEET International Conference News
- IC 2010 will be in Wagoner, Oklahoma in the Sequoyah State Park, on 29 July - 1 August 2010. There is a lodge and cottages/cabins. Registrations
are now open. The IC2010 website is http://www.ic2010.org/
- IC 2011 It will take place on 12-14 August 2011, at Pocono Manner, Pennsylvania, in the Pocono Mountains. Their web site is online with
lots more information: http://www.ic2011.com/
- Jeff Victor, the IC2011 Conference Chairman, has requested assistance from the whole region, even though the IC is a U.S.S. Challenger project. If
you would like to help, assistance is needed in the following areas:
* Transportation Team
* Hospitality Team
* Registration Team
* Paintball Committee
* Honor Guard
* Gaming Room Staff
Also, if you have a panel idea, please email the team at panels@ic2011.com with your ideas and contact information. Even if you don’t want to
host a panel, any idea is worth exploring!
If you are interested in helping out, please send an email with your interests to volunteers@ic2011.com.

Region 7 News:

** A large Region 7 contingent was on-hand for the nal weekend of volunteering at Star Trek: The Exhibition at the Franklin Institute in
Philadelphia.
** As noted above, the newest STARFLEET chapter in Region 7 is the U.S.S. Iwo Jima, based in the Bronx, NY, under the command of BGD
Jonathan Slavin.
** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com) For further info, contact Mike Stein at
JusticeOC@aol.com

18

AVENGER NEWS AN117

U.S.S. AVENGER

AUTUMN 2009

-

SHIP BBS

The Ship’s BBS was rst introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where items of interest could be
posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things may change from time to time, so keep checking back each issue.
* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our members bring to the group, and can be
as simple as something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy! Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event Planner and begin your
adventure today. Event Planners contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship meeting.
This is a way for everyone to nd out the details of what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to do! We need your help, because if no one
coordinates events, they don’t happen!!
* Internet Resources:
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the Internet! Check ‘em out...
- The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can nd information about your fellow crewmates and read online logs from your division chief:
http://www.ussavenger.org/
- Another great way to contact your STARFLEET buddies is through the Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be found on the Avenger site. Go to the Internet
Resources link on the navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow the instructions about IRC. NOTE: To access the IRC servers, use:
irc.eetchat.org
Port 6667
The main STARFLEET channel is #stareet, and Avenger maintains its own channel at #avenger
For additional information, visit http://www.eetchat.org/
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated news from the Avenger via email and special website features. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-s
- Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF format, in a dedicated, members-only Google Group. http://groups.google.com/group/avengernews?lnk=li
* Our CaféPress Store: You can buy Avenger schtuff online like T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads, etc at the Cafepress Avenger Store, featuring our logo. The
anniversary period is done, and the standard logo items have been restored, but there are still a couple of items to bear the anniversary logo, too. New for 2008, though, is
the calendar. This time, it’s a full-color graphic of our major insignia over time. The store can be found at: http://www.cafepress.com/ussavenger
* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is there something you’d like that we’re not offering at the Avenger Store? Check out CaféPress’s product list, and if you see something
there that’s not available in our store, contact Avenger Command and let them know.
* And for all you gamin’ freaks, Avenger also has merchandising for its Hazard Team. Check it out at: http://www.cafepress.com/1860hazard
* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested members are invited to join a community called Project SIMELE. “SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET
In the Movie and Early Lost Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of STARFLEET who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are ctionally set in the
timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the Star Trek Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the Avenger.) It’s designed to provide a venue for members to
share resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in this era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative ction, and so forth. Come check the group out
at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/
* Avenger Blueprints!
Do you nd yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of these spiffy blueprint maps!
From the Federation Frontiers publishing ofce, we are pleased to offer General Plans for the Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate. No starship, save the famous line of those
named Enterprise, has received this much attention to detail.
The twenty (20) sheet set includes:
- Construction history
- Ship’s directory
- Six (6) external views
- Full starship specications
- Equipment listing (with system contractors)
- Four (4) cross-section views
- Plan views of all eleven decks at 1:600 scale
- Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay, transporter complex, and auxiliary control.
For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at MRupprecht@aol.com, or just visit the Federation Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star
Trek technical documents: http://members.aol.com/FdFrontier/
The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate General Plans cost a mere $10.00 for Avenger crew members, and can be purchased directly from Alex Rosenzweig. You can
also buy the plans via mail order for $12, which includes shipping charges. Money orders are preferred, and will speed delivery. However, personal checks are
acceptable and should be payable to “Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for $15.00 and deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order, simply
print out the handy order form at web site, or send your name, address, e-mail address, number and type of sets desired, along with your check or money order,
to the following address:
Federation Frontiers
c/o Michael C. Rupprecht
3711 Bloomingdale Drive
Hillsborough, NJ 08844-5531
* Help Wanted!
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help! The following positions are open:
- Press Ofcer: Write and distribute press releases to the ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media personnel, and help craft our club image to the
world at large!
- Chief of Security: Serve on the senior staff, and be a leader of the members in the Security Division. Have a direct voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight
security/police/safety-oriented interests, both in the Trek Universe and in real life. (This position requires STARFLEET membership in good standing.)
Contact COMM Judy or RADMTodd if you’d like to volunteer!
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The Next Meeting of USS Avenger will be

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2009
2:00pm
North Brunswick Public Library
880 Hermann Rd.
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of Avenger News, AN-118:
Please

submit

all

NOVEMBER 20, 2009

articles,

illustrations and/or photos
alex@tellurian.com

to

Alex

Rosenzweig:

