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LET’S DO THE TIME WARP AGAIN!!

USS Avenger members get medieval at the renaissance fairs 
by Todd F. Brugmans, Staff Writer
Avenger crew members ventured forth throughout the latter half of this summer to explore and 
interact with fellow patrons to the various renaissance festivals held throughout Region 7.
Away missions were sent to the New York faire in Tuxedo Park, NY, the Pennsylvania Fair in 
Lancaster county, PA, the Maryland fair in Crownsville, MD, and the Lions Club of Lakewood 
New Jersey renaissance weekend in Lakewood, NJ.
Several members of the crew have costumes which were worn during their trips to the fair as they 
threw themselves into characters consistent with the spirit with the event. CMO Annie Slonski 
and XO Todd Brugmans were able to meet up with other chapters from Region 7 at two of these 
fairs. At the Maryland Renaissance Kingdom, Annie and Todd met up with crewmembers from 
the USS Highlander, USS Richthofen, and the USS Pride of Baltimore. Going into that weekend 
in September, the weathermen were warning of rain on both days. Fortunately, no rain fell while 
patrons were at the fair. Unfortunately, the weather was brutally hot and humid, with a heat index 
ranging over 100 degrees, fahrenheit on Sunday. 
Maryland’s is one of the few fairs that does not pernit patrons to carry weapons (costume props or 
otherwise). Todd, inspired by this restriction, tied a 3-inch cocktail sword into a large leather strap 
worn over the shoulder. This strap, called a baldric, is designed for a 4-and-a-half foot long sword 
that he owns, but the cocktail sword was all he could muster for this particular fair.
Late in September, the Lakewood Lions club held their 28th annual Renaissance weekend festival 
and fund raiser. At this event, a professional Canadian jousting troupe, the Knights of Valour, 
demonstrated a style of jousting which did not involve shields. Instead, they wore specially 
armored breast plates designed to catch the tips of the lances as they made their passes. This 
‘full-contact’ version of the sport resulted in many shattered lances, and one knight was winded for 
several minutes after being struck from his mount. A very exciting demonstration to witness.
At the Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire, Annie and Todd met up with the crew of USS Sovereign. 
They were attending the fair on wine weekend. The PA fair is held on the grounds of the Mt. Hope 
winery, and the Sovereign has made an annual tradition of attending on that particular weekend so 
the crew can stock up for the year on their ‘festive drinks’.
In each instance, the weather was dry and favorable for optimal enjoyment of these treks into the 
past. We hope next season more of the crew will turn out for a turkey leg, a mug of ale (or mead, as 
is one’s preference) and a rousing pub-sing. “HUZZAH!”  
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“A HORSE IS A HORSE, OF COURSE, OF COURSE”

All images for this artcle are cuutesy the  American Museum of Natural History ofcial website:: www.amnh.org

a=a b=b c=c

through the horse’s evolutionary history and how it has literally shaped our 
world. We rst encountered a diorama that depicted four representations of 
various evolutionary incarnations of the horse. Like all the other dioramas in 
the museum, this one was no exception. The recreations of the horse’s ancestors 
were so lifelike that I was almost waiting for one of them to move!
   Throughout the walkway of the exhibit were panels where stations held 
artifacts on display in small glass cases. The purpose of these particular stations 
was to see if we could guess what that horse-related artifact was. By lifting a 
sliding metal door up next to the artifact, we discovered the answers. Being a 
horseperson and former horse owner, I knew quite a few of them, but found some 
puzzling and downright fascinating when I found out what they were. Some 
examples were one of the rst horseshoes, which was more like an iron hoof 
encasement that would slip onto the horse’s hoof, much like we would slip on 
a pair of sandals. This predated the modern horseshoe, which is now nailed 
into the horse’s hoof. Another was what I recognized immediately as a bit, 
but it was ornate and very ancient. It turned out that it was a bit used by 
chariot horses. Sporadically throughout our tour of the exhibit, I inserted my 
rst-hand knowledge to my fellow away team members. In fact, Alex and I had 
an interesting conversation just on bits!
   The exhibit continued to take us on not only a journey of the timeline of the 
horse and our relationship with it, but also of the anatomy and physiology of 
the horse. There was a large interactive panel that, when buttons were pressed, 
corresponding vital parts of the horse’s anatomy were highlighted in motion on 
the large display. We got an inside look at how a horse breathes, how it digests its 
food and, yes, how it eliminates solid waste. We also got a very good insight as 
to how horses see and hear the world around them.
   In the section dedicated to horseracing, there were panels that focused on 
injuries that racehorses incur. One of the most interesting to me was the panel 
that showed the x-ray of all the pins that were inserted into Kentucky Derby 
winner Barbaro’s shattered hind leg after his post-Preakness surgery. Most of 
us don’t think about the surfaces on which horses race, but on display was 
a sampling of the incredibly thick and complex layers used to create the just 
perfect conditions that helps make it safer for a horse to run on.
   We were given insight into all the breeds that have been, either by design or 
by accident, created. There are well over 200 horse and pony breeds all over 
the world. We were also enlightened about the many living equine relatives that 
there are today, such as zebras. An interesting fact, according to the exhibit, the 
Grevy’s Zebra is responsible for more injuries to zookeepers than are tigers. I 
never knew that!
   The exhibit continued to move forward in the general progression of man’s 
view of horses as food to horses as partners and how that partnership has 
progressed through the centuries. There were at least two horse skeletons on 
display, and of the two, the most impressive one was that of a horse rearing 
beside a human skeleton in a pose reaching high above his head as if he was 
trying to hang onto the horse’s lead rope.  
   What I found fascinating and personally satisfying was the incredible detail in 
which the curators explored our unique relationship with the horse and why were 
are so successful with them as partners. We literally harness the horse’s wild 
nature and turn it to our advantage by making the horse want to work with us by 

By Annie Slonski

   I had been very anxiously anticipating this trip. Ever since I 
heard about its opening back in May, I desperately wanted to go. 
Go? Go where, you ask? Why, to the American Museum of Natural 
History for their temporary exhibit “The Horse”, of course! It did 
not disappoint!
   Our day started out a little shaky with two of our away team 
members accidentally missing their train, which put them into Penn 
Station an hour later than originally planned. Todd, Joanne, and 
I were already there and enjoyed a leisurely bite to eat while we 
waited. Finally, our two other members, Alex and Matt, arrived. All 
the while, text messages were ying back and forth between all of 
us to update their status.
   When we were nally altogether, we headed downstairs to catch 
the subway train that would take us only about a block away from 
the museum.  We waited. And waited. And waited. Finally, after 
we waited for about a good 20 minutes, a disembodied voice came 
over the loudspeaker system, saying that due to power issues, the 
train we needed would not be running up as far as 81st Street. So, 
topside we went. It was a beautiful day. If you were a duck, that is. 
It was raining, but luckily, thanks to our Communications Ofcer’s 
directions (thank you, Dale!), we walked up one block and caught 
the #10 bus, which let us off across the street from the museum.
   I had gured that because of the weather, the museum would 
be packed, and I wasn’t proved wrong. The lines for admission 
were long, but went very quickly. We had to choose a time to 
enter “The Horse” exhibit, so we wandered around a bit in the 
dinosaur halls before proceeding to the exhibit on the fourth oor. 
It was everything I had imagined it would be and more from all the 
materials I had read on the museum’s website.  
   “The Horse” exhibit was as an extremely comprehensive look 
at this awesome, magnicent, and powerful animal. The curators 
responsible for this exhibit took great pains to include as much 
information as they could to take us on an incredible journey 
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becoming its herd leader. I’ve always found it mind-boggling, 
even when interacting with my own beloved pony, Folly, that 
an animal which can be easily ve to fteen times our size, 
pound for pound, and can do serious damage at any given 
time chooses to work with us.
   The exhibit strongly expressed that horses have become our 
partners in so many aspects of our history and our lives. It 
began with the realization that horses could be benecial to 
humans, and not as just meat. They were viewed as a means 
of efcient transportation. Warfare was possible because man 
could now ght from the back of a horse and had a great 
advantage over a non-horse culture. Horses are still used 
in modern day warfare in parts of the world such as Afghani-
stan, where traditional, motorized modes of transportation are 
highly impractical. Horses are used to aid police ofcers as 
they patrol busy metropolitan streets. Horses are used for 
sports such as polo, racing (ats, trotting & pacing), jumping 
and dressage, just to name a few. Horses are also used as 
therapy. There are many therapeutic riding centers around the 
world that specialize in helping children and adults that have 
all manner of disabilities.
   We partner with horses for so many reasons that range from 
economical to practical to companionship. This exhibit does 
an excellent job of explaining this mysterious and wonderful 
bond we have with them.  
   At the end of the exhibit was a fascinating statue of 
a horse made by artist Deborah Buttereld. She made “Isa-
belle”, inspired and named after the horse on which Deborah 
earned her U.S. Dressage Federation rider’s gold medal, out 
of Hawai’ian ohia wood and then cast in bronze. It was quite 
impressive.

“The Horse: How Nature’s Most Majestic Creature Has 
Shaped Our World” is on exhibit at the American Museum of 
Natural History through January 4th, 2009.

   Oh, I should mention that afterward, we went to an eatery 
only about three blocks from the museum that we all highly 
recommend. It’s called “Big Nick’s Burger Joint & Pizza 
Joint”. Big Nick’s is a hole-in-the-wall type place that has 
been there for 45 years. Just casually talking to a man waiting 
to cross the street with us heading toward Big Nick’s, we were 
told that we would not be disappointed. He was right. Their 
menu (Playbill sized) is 27 pages long! Their burgers were 
excellent. Both Todd and Matt had their specialty, a Sumo 
Burger, an over one pound Angus Steer beef burger that both 
said was well worth it. Yeah, we want to go back there. So 
many menu items, so little time (or room in the tummy!).
  Big Nick’s is located at 2175 Broadway at 77th Street in 
NYC.

STARFLEET TURNS OUT FOR JRDF WALK

A cool, sunny Autumn day at Seaside Heights’ board-
walk was the perfect setting for this year’s annual Juve-
nile Diabetes Research Foundation “Walk for a Cure” 
fundraiser on October 7th.
CMO Annie Slonski again organized the team of walk-
ers for STARFLEET: REGION 7, comprised this year 
of Annie, Joanne Perkins, and Brenda Bell. Frank 
Warren, Todd Brugmans, Alex Rosenzweig and Judy 
Waidlich also turned out from the Avenger for this 
worthwhile cause, joining members from USS Chal-
lenger, USS Sovereign, and USS Starlord. The Starlord 
was rallied under their own team banner, “Taryn’s 

Trotters”.The team is named after Taryn Podesta, daughter of Starlord CO Joe 
Podesta, who was diagnosed with Type-1 diabetes at a very early age. Type-1 
diabetes is typically referred to as ‘juvenile diabetes’ as it most prominently 
occurs in young children. Like it’s Type-2 counterpart, it’s extremely dangerous 
if allowed to go unchecked. Taryn is very vocal about her ailment, deciding at a 
remarkable age to help increase awareness about the disease. 
USS Sovereign’s Jay Ansky added to the positive festive air of the day by donning 
his furry outt and greeting people as Shadow the Wolf. Thousands turned out for 
this year’s walk and the air was alive with positive energy. Overall totals of the 
monies raised at this year’s event were not available at the time this publication 
went to print. Annie will be posting those details online once they are known, and 
we’ll work on an update for the next issue of Avenger News.
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Avenger Roster Update
Deletions--Farewell, and Good Luck...
1) Emmett Plant
2) Stephanie Fox
3) Ensign 1st Class Tom Costello

Welcome Back--Thanks for Renewing
1) Lieutenant J.G. Tim Drude
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DIVISION REPORTS

   Normally I would start the column with how Septem-
ber has brought about the onset of the fall semester, but 
this fall it was different. The chemistry department at 
Rutgers reacted to more budget cuts by eliminating my 
position. Fortunately, packing up my belongings kept 
my focus and emotions mostly in check.
   Seasons change and so have many things, which 
causes one to become reective. And although this 
job situation came as a great surprise, I’ve got my 
family, friends whose support has been immeasurable, 
and reasonably good health. I had updated my resume 
less than a year ago, so it was available to send while I 
exercise bumping rights and seek employment outside 
of Rutgers.  Hopefully I’ll nd a new job and life will 
go on.
   I had been thinking about making a change a year or 
so down the road and been slowly working toward that 
end - nishing my PhD thesis. The rough draft should 

be in the hands of my research director by the time 
you read these words, and hopefully my actual defense  
should follow soon afterward.
   Lots of changes will be happening in the upcoming 
year. We have to update our recruitment displays for a 
major op in May 2009 with the release of the new Trek 
movie.
   We also have a 25th Anniversary party to plan for 
2010.
   The club is strong, yet it could become stronger. 
Compared to ‘FLEET, we are doing a great job. Our 
communication process is alive and well as we try to 
keep everyone up to date. The region’s communication 
has seen an improvement, so locally all seems ne.
   We have a full calendar this month, and plenty to 
keep us busy for the months ahead. We have a lot to 
be thankful for. So everyone, stay active, keep in touch, 
and enjoy the Avenger experience and life in general.

Fleet Captain Judy

MEANWHILE, BACK ON 
THE BRIDGE...
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you forget that ÿhen you are drunÿ i am the leader and i say ÿe go   that ÿay

that help provide us with an escape from these daily concerns, if 
only for about 45 minutes at a stint. 
 Now that you all are about 3 and a half pages into the 
newsletter, you may be asking yourself ‘what the hell is up with all 
those lines and hashmarks along the borders of the articles?’
It’s actually a written language, or rather, the closest equivelent 
to the written language that the font generators apparently could 
come up with.
 The characters are part of a 4th century celtic language 
called Ogham. I discovered this style of writing purely by chance 
this year while attending the renaissance fair in Maryland. There, 
a tribal Scottish band called Albannach was performing. It turns 
out the name of their band translates to ‘man of Scotland’ or 
‘Scotsman’, as the natives are known not to refer to Scotland as 
‘Scotland’, but rather as ‘Alba’. So what’s the band got to do with 
the language? It turns out they had a large brass pin for sale with 
the Ogham characters on it spelling out the band’s name. 
 Inspired by the design, I researched Ogham a bit further, 
and discovered there was a font I could play with. Throughout the 
layout of this issue, you’ll see in the borders the font key. Make 
note of the alphabet characters (please note, some characters are 
shared, because Ogham didn’t have 26 letters in its alphabet), and 
you may need to guess as to which letter is intended.
The longer strings of characters are messages for you to decypher 
in your spare time. 
 Good luck, and have fun with it!

REAR ADMIRAL TODD F. BRUGMANS, 
XO, DA BOAT

EXECUTIVE THOUGHTS
 Another summer has come and passed. With it this year 
came the joys and revelry of the conventions and renaissance 
festivals that I enjoy so throroughly, and am happy to share with 
my girlfriend. 
 This summer also brought us the unfortunate news of 
one of our own losing his battle with cancer. Mr. Csuti will 
indeed be remembered and missed. Some of us are nding our-
selves faced with new and daunting challenges as we enter in to 
these autumnal months, and let’s not forget a presidential election 
in the month of November.  If you haven’t registered to vote, chat 
with Frank or Brenda, or get thee hither to a local Post Ofce 
PRONTO. This is bound to be one of the closest presidential 
elections the U.S. has seen in a very long time, and your vote will 
be a part of that history.
 Many are concerned about the current economic situa-
tion on Wall Street. I have a 401K prole, and right now, it’s not 
looking its best, so I can certainly share in the concerns people 
are voicing there. One can hope there will be a point in which 
this can all turn around, but it may be a very long time before the 
market is considered ‘stable’ or ‘protable’ again. 
 While the Avenger can’t promise to do anything that 
would even remotely come close to helping in this sort of nan-
cial crisis, at the very least there’s some comfort to be derived 
from knowing we’re all in the same boat, so to speak.
 We as fans of science ction welcome the shows on TV 
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   Where has the summer gone to? One day it was June 21st, the 
Summer Solstice, and now in what seems like the blink of an eye, 
it’s Autumn! Did I blink too many times and missed it? Darn! Well, 
I really didn’t miss it, this summer has just been so jam-packed with 
activities that it literally ew by! Unfortunately, summers do that. 
There’s just so much to do in what seems like so little time.
   Let’s recap: Nah. My memory’s not what it used to be, so let’s not 
and say we did, okay?! Seriously, this summer has been lled with 
Ren Faires, cons, trips, movies, and more fun stuff!  
   Saturday, August 30th, we went for the day up to the New York Ren 
Faire in Tuxedo, NY, which used to be the site for the old Sterling 
Forest amusement area I remember as a kid from way back. I had 
not been to the NY Ren Faire since its initial opening year when 
they didn’t even have jousting! My, how approximately 20 years does 
change things. The Faire is fun, lots of excellent vendors, unusual 
entertainment, great food, and a good joust. I look forward to return-
ing in future years.
   On the weekend of September 13th-15th, Todd and I traveled 
down to Maryland for the Maryland Renaissance Festival’s Scottish 
Weekend. As usual, we had a lot of fun, but man was it HOT! It 
gures that the weekend before and the weekend after were great 
weather, temperature-wise.  We had the threat of Hurricane Ike on 
Friday, where we saw a lot of rain, but then the weekend itself turned 
sunny. We met up with some Region 7 friends on Sunday from the 
U.S.S. Richtofen (Chris & Karen Carothers, Tom & Maggie Restivo) 
and the Pride of Baltimore (Mike Allen). And, as always, we spent 
time with Jerry Wampler of the U.S.S. Highlander, who works at the 
Festival’s information booth.
   My favorite thing to do at Ren Faires is to watch the joust. 
Unfortunately, due to the extreme sun and heat down in Maryland, 
and the fact that the jousting eld is in total sun, we decided to skip 
it this year. I at least got to see the beautiful white Shires as they 
were ridden into the Festival by the King and Queen for the opening 
ceremony on both days.
   On Saturday, September 20th, Todd took me into the city for my 
birthday and treated me to a matinee of “Spamalot,” which I have 
been wanting to see ever since it opened. It was absolutely phenom-
enal! The musical was written by one of the founding members of 
Monty Python, Eric Idle. He basically took “Monty Python and the 

Holy Grail”, set it to music and threw in a bunch of other wacky stuff that 
made this musical extremely and totally hysterical and entertaining! Clay 
Aiken had rejoined the cast and he was terric. So, thank you, Todd, for an 
excellent birthday present!!
   The next day, Sunday the 21st, we went to the Lakewood Lions Renaissance 
Festival. This is a two-day event held every year for the last 27 years. It’s 
always fun and the people there are interesting to talk to. We ran into a fellow 
whom we’d met at last year’s Festival, who sat and talked with Todd about 
how to get started outtting himself in garb. This fellow, Bob, remembered 
Todd, because we were not ve minutes into the gate at the NY Ren Faire 
when Todd heard his name being called. Sure enough, it was Lakewood Bob, 
all done up in his newly-acquired garb. We also ran into him at Lakewood, 
and this time his whole family was presented, decked out in their Ren Faire 
nest.  
   The last weekend in September, an away team made its way into New York 
City to the American Museum of Natural History for the special exhibition 
on “The Horse”. It was fantastic! Along for the trip besides myself were 
Todd, Matt, Alex, and Joanne. We found this hole-in-the-wall place to eat 
afterward called “Big Nick’s”, whose menu needs its own Dewey Decimal 
number! I’m not kidding! The food was fantastic and we would go back there 
in a heartbeat.
   The rst weekend in October will be a busy one. Not only do we have the 
PA Ren Faire on Saturday, the 4th (for Wine Weekend), but the JDRF walk on 
the 5th! Can we say busy? Yeah, I thought we could!
   We’re looking forward to Chiller Con on October 24th, and the guest list 
is quite impressive, with the likes of Leslie Nielsen, Burt Reynolds, Richard 
Dreyfuss, and almost literally a cast of thousands! Then we also look forward 
to seeing our former Chief of Security, Patrick Barnes, in the Toms River 
Halloween Parade on Friday, October 31st. It’s the second largest Halloween 
parade in the country, behind only Greenwich Village, NY.
   Now that my head is beginning to stop spinning, I think I’ll open my closet, 
reach back into the farthest depths and see if I can’t nd anything to wear and 
scare my patients here in sickbay. Yeah, there are a few, mostly with sore feet 
from doing so much walking around in recent weeks!
Until next time . . .

Commander Annie Slonski
Chief Medical Ofcer

U.S.S. Avenger
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continued from page 1

ENGINEERING DIVISION
by Matthew J. Rielly
   I joined our Chief Medical Ofcer, Annie Slonski, XO Todd 
Brugmans, Science Ofcer Alex Rosenzweig, and Sciences 
Division member Joanne Perkins on a damp-but-fun outing to 
the American Museum of Natural History in Manhattan. The 
main attraction this time out was an exhibit on horses. This 
included an interactive display on how the horse anatomy func-
tions, along with various horse-related artifacts...among them 
a medieval suit of armor for war horses and a horse-drawn 
re engine. We also caught an interesting IMAX lm about pre-
historic sea creatures. Afterward, we adjourned to Big Nick’s 
Pizza and Burger joint, which the away team gave a ve-star, 
two-thumbs-up rating.
   As of this report, I will also have attended the U.S.S. Chal-
lenger’s Anniversary Party in Seaside Heights, NJ. Another 

event of note: my mother, Virginia Rielly, celebrates her 80th birth-
day this month.
   Upon the sage advice of our science ofcer, I’ll be e-mailing 
my division members (currently of whom there are at least two) 
periodically just to keep them updated on what has been happening 
and what’s coming up. Speaking of e-mail updates, I wish to thank 
our Communications Chief, Dale Kagan, for her recent post on the 
Avenger list about the Wall Street bailout legislation that failed to 
pass in Congress. We are aware the economy has us worried, but 
hopefully we can start to make a little more sense in what’s going on 
and watch our nances more closely.
   Otherwise, things in the division remain quiet.
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DIVISION REPORTS
SCIENTIFIC METHODS
Greetings, All!
   It’s hard to believe that it’s been 42 years since Star Trek 
rst aired on NBC. I  am never-failingly astonished at how that 
simple, three-season show, 40 years ago, turned into a cult hit, 
and then a mainstream hit, in the years that followed. What 
an amazing thing! I have to wonder, occasionally, what went 
through the minds of the producers, over the years, as they 
watched this happen. Oh, we’ve seen and read the interviews and 
the books, but even so, in the privacy of their thoughts, what 
must they have felt? Maybe wonder, maybe sheer terror…?  ;)

   Okay, enough rambling... <grin>

   As some of you may have noted, I’ve been a little quiet on 
the ship-front lately, and I apologize for that. Seems it’s been 
my turn to have some health issues over the past few weeks, 
and they’ve had me a bit distracted. I went to see an orthopedist 
in mid-September, and at least found out that I have a pretty 
common problem. Some physical therapy, I’m told, will help it 
quite a bit, so I’m breathing a bit easier. With that fear eased a 
bit, I am hoping to get some focus back.
   There’s plenty to focus on, too! We have some cool trips 
coming up, including a trip to the American Museum of Natural 
History that CMO Annie Slonski is coordinating. Our friends 
aboard the Challenger will be celebrating their 20th Anniversary 
next month, and just a week later will be the annual Watkins 
Glen Weekend! And don’t forget the JDRF Walk on the rst 
weekend in October! If you can’t do the walk, perhaps support 
one of our crewmates who will be.
   I also haven’t forgotten the idea-cooking process for Sciences-
sponsored trips. So far, the NJ State Aquarium, battleship New 
Jersey, and some caves in eastern PA are high on the list of 
potentials, and for larger-scale, full-weekend trips, Washington 
DC and Mystic, CT are also being looked at. Note that for the 
weekend ideas, we’d really need solid commitments, possibly 

including money up-front, so as might be expected, we’re moving more slowly 
on that sort of event plan. Meanwhile, we’re also discussing the possibilities for 
some science video days and such, in order to do stuff a bit closer to home (and 
less expensive!) to allow folks on more limited budgets to participate. After all, 
not everybody can afford to go away for a full weekend without a lot of saving 
and planning. And if anybody’s got other ideas, feel free to shout.
   And that’s about where things are at the moment. It’s shaping up to be a busy--
and fun!--fall, with a lot of opportunities for folks to participate, and I do hope 
that you, gentle readers, will do so.
   Finally, one last thing. We’re coming into the U.S. election season, and this 
year we’ll be electing a President of the United States. Now, I am not going to 
get partisan. Many of you who know me know where I stand, but that’s not for 
the pages of Avenger News. What I will say is this... Whatever party you support, 
whatever candidates you feel should be in ofce, please...be part of the process. 
At the very least, get out and vote on Election Day. One of the great things about 
a democracy (including a representative democracy like ours) is that individual 
citizens can make their opinions known. Men and women have, over the last 
couple of centuries, made great sacrices to protect our freedom to participate 
in this process, and I hope everyone will honor them, and honor the people who 
built this nation in so many ways, by availing yourselves of that freedom.
   And with that, I’ll bring this issue’s column to a close. As usual, check out 
“Science Highlights” and let us know what you think. (And feel free to contribute 
your own suggestions for the coolest science events in the last couple of months!) 
Don’t forget the Events Calendar for some neat upcoming things to do. And if 
you’ve got any comments, suggestions or ideas, don’t hesitate to drop me a line. 
Take care, and ‘til next time…

Ad Astra!
 Alex 

ADM Alex Rosenzweig
Chief Science Ofcer

Look at this spiffy poster below and go buy one! The newest 
addition to our online repertoire is the Cutaway Poster of Avenger 
herself. Done by artist Chris Allan, this detailed poster matches 
up with the ofcial Avenger Blueprints and gives a detailed 
look inside our vessel. Take a look! It’s at our CaféPress store: 

http://www.cafepress.com/ussavenger
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many of you ÿill go to all 
the trouble of translating this 
message
you ÿill discoÿer that after all 
your hard ÿorÿ in attempting to 
figure out that the true mean-
ing of all these hash marÿs is 
really some ridiculous rant that 
i came up ÿith off the top of 
my head
the funny thing about it is 
after you ÿaste so much time 
to unlocÿ the secret of this 
message eÿen after i haÿe told 
you it is a ÿaste of time you 
really haÿe no one to be angry 
ÿith but yourself for haÿing 
gone to all the trouble
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FROM THE BELLY OF THE BEAST
space shuttles. It was the era of Mikhail Gorbachev and glasnost, albeit 
not the rst time that the Soviets made diplomatic overtures to the 
West. In 1975, Cosmonauts Alexei Leonov, the rst man to walk in 
space, and Valery Kubasov were the olive branch from the East when 
their Soyuz spacecraft docked with America’s last Apollo spacecraft, 
manned by Gemini and Apollo veteran Thomas Stafford, Vance Brand, 
and former Mercury project member Donald “Deke” Slayton. A year 
later, the world would get its rst glimpse of NASA’s Space Shuttle: the 
test vehicle Enterprise. Ferry, free-ight, and landing tests would occur 
in 1977. Two years later, the rst shuttle orbiter Columbia had been 
delivered to Cape Canaveral. Its launch would be delayed, though, until 
the spring of 1981. However, once Columbia completed her maiden 
ight to touch down at Edwards Air Force Base, that paved the way for 
more shuttle missions for over a quarter of a decade.
   However, during closing days of the Apollo program, while the 
American shuttle was still a gleam in engineers’ eyes, the Soviets had 
been working on various versions of a spaceplane similar to what 
NASA’s vehicle nally evolved into. Of course, much of the early test-
ing was done pretty much in total secrecy. All would nally be revealed 
on October 29th, 1988, when the Soviets launched their own space 
shuttle. It was dubbed Buran, which is Russian for “snowstorm”.
   Once Buran took ight, mounted on the side of its massive Energia 
launch vehicle, western space and intelligence experts had a strange 
feeling of deja-vu. Outwardly, almost line for line, Buran looked like a 
carbon copy of the shuttles NASA had been ying. However, there were 
some key differences. While Columbia and her sister ships each had 
three main engines that supplemented the thrust of their solid-rocket 
boosters, Buran had no launch engines, at least like the triple-cluster 
mounted at the tail of the American orbiters. Another major distinction 
from the rst orbital ight of NASA’s Columbia was that while the 
American shuttle had a crew of two aboard, Buran made her rst 
space ight unmanned and under remote control. Even though she ew 
without a crew, Buran made a picture-perfect landing comparable to her 
U.S. counterparts’.
   As far as the public knew for many years following Buran’s maiden 
voyage, this was her rst and only ight. However, according to the 
web site Buran.ru, this was allegedly not the last time a Russian space 
shuttle would y. This phantom mission was allegedly own using a 
different vehicle almost three-and-a-half years later. By then, the Berlin 
Wall had been taken down and the Soviet Union collapsed into separate 
states which used to be its republics. Reports on the Buran.ru web site 
say that this so-called “secret mission” was own on February 4th, 
1992. The vehicle was similar to Buran, only it was named Baikal. The 
supposed original ight plan was to have Baikal launched into orbit to 
rendezvous with the Mir space station. Unfortunately, due to reported 
stabilization problems, Baikal only made it about 100 kilometers high 
before having to turn back and land, only about 22 minutes after launch.
    Although the now-Russian shuttle program allegedly continued well 
into the 1990s, there were no more ights. Due to lack of funding, no 
Russian shuttle ever ew again. However, it was also because of a lack 
of funds that the program was never really mothballed...but abandoned. 
Buran was decommissioned, left to tarnish and decay to the elements. 
Her sister ships, if any existed, were essentially scrapped.
   Buran was born of lofty dreams, intended to sail the heavens with 
them. Her debut came after the Cold War and the U.S./Soviet Space 
Race had both essentially ended. Tragically, like the Soviet Union itself, 
this Russian spaceplane fell victim to harsh economic realities and 
became a deteriorating shadow of its former self. Despite its fate at the 
hands of changing political tides, we can still remember a time when 
this spacecraft became an aerospace one-hit wonder in the annals of 
human space exploration.

By Matthew J. Rielly

The “Snowstorm” That Never Really Came: 
20 Years Later

   April 12, 1981: This date marked the debut of America’s rst manned 
spacecraft to ply the heavens since the last Apollo mission only six years 
before. It was the maiden voyage of the Space Shuttle orbiter Columbia, 
own by Gemini and Apollo veteran John Young and then-newcomer Bob 
Crippen. The launch, rescheduled from two days prior, fell on the 20th 
anniversary of Yuri Gagarin’s groundbreaking spaceight aboard Vostok 
1. Gagarin became the rst man in space, adding fuel to the re of the 
Space Race which the Soviets had sparked with the launch of Sputnik 1 
four years earlier.
   It is ironic that when NASA started ying space shuttles, the Soviet 
Union was still relying on its then-latest generation of Soyuz vehicles. It is 
even more ironic that with the United States’ surviving shuttle eet being 
phased out, the Russians are still ying what is essentially the same kind of 
spacecraft that has been around for about 40 years now. However, it wasn’t 
always that way. The former Soviet Union (which it would be, only a 
few years after the collapse of the Berlin Wall) had developed its own 
reusable spaceplane, a veritable carbon copy of the U.S. shuttle, and had 
even own it once. It was an unmanned ight, but it ew and came back to 
a perfect landing. The ship was dubbed Buran, and this year marks the 20th 
anniversary of its rst and only voyage.
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   By the mid-1980s, the now-former Soviet Union had its share of tragedy 
and triumph. The year 1986 saw not only the disaster at the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant outside of Kiev, but also the launch of the Soviets’ 
latest space station Mir, which was a successor to the Salyut series. The 
Soviet space program still relied on the tried-and-true Soyuz spacecraft as 
its primary and only means of getting to and from orbit, before partnering 
with NASA and sending some of its cosmonauts aloft aboard American s=s t=t u=u v=ÿ  w=ÿ x=ÿ 
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“ADMIRAL, THERE BE WHALES HERE!”
By Annie Slonski

Sleek Swimmers

   Evolution is a marvelous, wondrous thing. It is nature’s way 
of either continuing a species’ growth and development or of 
ending a species altogether for various reasons. I, for one, am 
grateful that evolution sought to bring cetaceans from land 
dwellers to ocean & river dwellers. Cetaceans are such suc-
cessful water mammals because of the way they are designed. 
Their bodies are torpedo-shaped, making it easier for them 
to cut through the water without much resistance. Adding to 
their hydrodynamic body shape is their ability to reduce their 
friction in the water by constantly secreting natural lubricants 
onto their skin. The lubricants assist in the shedding of the 

outer layer of skin up to as many as 12 times per day.
   Additionally, their dorsal ns which are located on the 
back of the animal (some cetaceans lack dorsal ns alto-
gether) and ippers, the elongated ns on either side of 
the animal, are there primarily for balance. The ippers or 
pectoral ns are the only “moveable” limb on a cetacean. 
The point where the pectoral n meets the body is the 
equivalent of our shoulders. These limbs are used exclu-
sively in steering; they provide no forward momentum. If 
one looks closely at the skeletal structure of a cetacean ip-
per, you will notice that encased in that pectoral n is a ve-
ngered hand. Also, many of the same bones in our hands 
and arms are contained within the cetacean pectoral n.
   Cetaceans in general have limited head movement, as they 
have no necks. Most can move their heads in limited side-
to-side or up-and-down motions. The only oceanic cetacean 
that has a “visible” and exible neck is the Beluga (the white 

whales found in Arctic waters). If you look at the image 
of the cutaway Beluga Whale, you can see neck vertebrae 
between the skull and scapula or the shoulder blade. Then 
compare with the cutaway illustration of the bottle-nosed 
dolphin, where there are virtually no neck vertebrae. Their 
necks are short and stiff, making them more hydrodynami-
cally efcient in the water.
   It is the cetacean’s tail that really gives the animal its 
power and speed. The tail, or ukes, are the large ns at 
the end of a cetacean’s body. These ns are boneless and 
made up exclusively of extremely dense tissue. Fish, includ-

ing sharks, swim while sweeping their tails in 
a side to side motion. Not so with cetaceans. 

They swim while undulating their spines up and down. An interesting fact is 
that whales use their spines in exactly the same way that land mammals use 
their spines while running.
   Unlike land mammals, cetacean males have their reproductive organs inside 
of their bodies. The penis is anchored to the vestigial hip bones (or pelvis), 
which are remnant evidence of their land-dwelling history.
   In the female, the teats are also recessed. When a female nurses her young, 
it is the pressure that the adolescent exerts on the female’s body that triggers 
the teats to emerge. Milk is squirted into the baby’s mouth rather than being 
suckled.
   Another evolutionary adaptation is the way they breathe. All cetaceans have 
a blowhole on the tops of their heads. Baleen whales have two, but all toothed 
whales have one. A cetacean barely has to break the surface of the water in 
order to breathe. They just have to expose the blowhole, which is controlled 
by powerful muscles, long enough to exhale the carbon dioxide in their lungs 
and exchange it for fresh air at the surface. Often due to varying atmospheric 

temperatures, the warm, moist air exhaled by cetaceans creates a visible mist 
called a “blow” or a “spout” that is used to spot them in open waters.
   Something else that a cetacean does not need is hair. But wait, they do 
have hair! At least they do for a very short time at birth. A baby whale has 
a few bristly hairs on its snout, also another remnant and reminder of its 
land-dwelling past.   
   In conclusion, it is all these factors that make cetaceans the sleek swimmers 
that they are today.

Next time in “Admiral: There Be Whales Here!” - Why do solitary dolphins 
seek the company of humans?

References:  
Dolphin Anatomy Illustration:  http://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Dolphin_anatomy.png
Beluga Whale cutaway:  http://www.ickr.com/photos/baggis/2554771765/
http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/Marine-Mammals/Whales-Dolphins-Porpoise/
Hand & arm diagram:  http://cetaceans.blogspot.com/2008/05/anatomy-of-
cetaceans.html
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Where were you when...
Compiled By Alex Rosenzweig

STARFLEET International Conference 2008:
1) Alex enjoyed his rst IC Friday in four years not in an EC/AB meeting by spending the afternoon with RADM Angel Avery and her kids, going 
rst to the Museum of the Earth and then to the ScienceCenter in Ithaca?  (AR)

2) Todd and Annie joined in on the Museum of the Earth expedition, and Annie, especially, enjoyed the skeleton of a great whale?  (AR)

3) The Icelanders were a big hit throughout the Conference?  (AR)

4) J.G. Hertzler and Robin Curtis were, as always, simply delightful, very warm and accommodating to their fans?  (AR)

5) Todd’s slides poking fun at the various shakedown chapters were a big hit again this year, with the reactions of the RCs-as they saw these slides for 
the rst time while at the lectern-being particularly hysterical?  (AR)

6) Gary Halverson’s presentation on the need for reform in STARFLEET was the inadvertent source of a great deal of mirth through the weekend?  
(AR)

7) Alex joined Angel, the kids, Todd, Annie, and Dale for the Saturday evening banquet, and decided that Jada Avery bore a striking resemblance that 
evening to the character of Violet from the lm “The Incredibles”?  (AR)

8) On Sunday morning, COMM Kris Klufas gave Alex a can to bring to Angel (actually, the can was the Flying Fox’s time capsule)?  (AR)

9) Alex quickly discovered that the aforementioned can made a rather good drum?  (AR)

10) Following closing ceremonies, a group hiked up the Taughannock Falls gorge in Ithaca, enjoying the scenery and the good company?  (AR)

Shore Leave 30:
11) An accident closed I-95 in North Philadelphia, and the resultant detour and trafc backup delayed ADM Alex and CAPT Matt by 90 minutes, 
leading Alex to declare, “PennDOT… No cookie!”?  (AR)

12) Todd and Annie led a group on Friday night to a delightful Italian restaurant called Liberatore’s, and the waiter who had served them in February 
was delighted to see them again, and that they had brought friends?  (AR)

13) Alex all but drooled over the cover art for the “Star Trek: Vanguard” novel, and editor Marco Palmieri agreed that Doug Drexler just keeps 
getting better and better?  (AR)

14) Many autographs were acquired on Friday evening?  (AR)

15) Braving the long line on Saturday, Alex added George Takei’s autograph to those of Michael A. Martin and Andy Mangels on his copiy of 
The Sundered?  (AR)

16) The nerve-wracking wait on Saturday night nally ended with the announcement of FCAPT Wayne Augustson as the next Region 7 Coordinator?  
(AR)

17) Steve Dickinson and Will Devine joined us Saturday evening and reported that they’d spent ten minutes in the hot tub with Jewel Staite, followed 
up by Will’s declaration that they were both quite satised by this turn of events, and Steve’s notation that he needed to change his pants?  (AR)

18) George Takei and his ancé Brad Altman seemed quite touched by the outpouring of support and well-wishes they received from fans on 
their engagement?  (AR)

19) In the early hours of Sunday morning, Alex joined CAPT Rhonda E! Green and others in a stairwell with actor Mark Sheppard, and later author 
David Mack, and chattered on a wide variety of topics, including political philosophy and education, until well past dawn?  (AR)

20) Throughout the day Sunday, Mark Sheppard stopped almost every time he saw one of the group from the night before, shook their hands, 
and thanked them?  (AR)

21) Monday was typically relaxing as the post-convention chill-out day, with various folks hanging out in the pool and enjoying the afternoon?  
(AR)
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Compiled By Alex Rosenzweig
Welcome to “Science Highlights”! In this column, members of the Sciences Division (and sometimes others, too!) speak out about something 
science related that they thought was of particular interest since the last issue of Avenger News. So, without further ado, let me turn the spotlight 
on… Science!
It’s So Bright I Gotta Wear Shades
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig Even Dolphins Have to Learn

Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
   Scientists have observed that dolphins teach their young, appar-
ently in ways not too different from how humans do.
From World Science:

   “While a few animal 
species have been reported 
to ‘teach’ their young sur-
vival skills, dolphins seem 
to display some teaching 
innovations shown by none 
others except humans, sci-
entists say in a new study.
   “Researchers are fasci-
nated by reports of animal 
teaching because it may 
reveal an ability thought 
to be possibly unique to 
humans-the capacity to 
infer someone else’s 
thoughts. This ability, a 
milestone in evolution, is 
sometimes called ‘theory 
of mind’.
   “Another creature described as having impressive teaching strate-
gies is the meerkat, a type of mongoose. One study noted that 
meerkats give their young injured prey, such as stinger-deprived 
scorpions, so the pup can nish the kill and enjoy the meal. The 
adult looks on, providing more aid if necessary. As pups grow, adults 
gradually hike the difculty level by offering harder-to-handle prey.
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Where were you when...

Star Trek Remastered Season 2 Marathon:
22) Assistant Chief Engineer Mike invited us to his home to check out Classic Trek on a big-I mean, 120-inches big!--screen?   (AR)

23) At the TOS Remastered marathon at Mike R.’s, when Brenda’s coffee mug dripped unexpectedly and Todd referred to it as “premature 
ejavacation”?  (BB)

24) The episodes looked awesome on a big screen, and we all saw stuff we’d never seen before?  (AR)

25) The freshness of the presentation and the quality of the new prints made this feel like seeing original Star Trek episodes for the very rst 
time?  (AR)

Avenger Trip to the New York Renaissance Faire:
26) Members of the U.S.S. Avenger supported the joust horses with purple and gold pennants?  (JW)

27) Where were you when phrases like “Condorminium”, “Hallucinogenic Cucumbers”, and “sexy pickles” were bandied about?  (JW)

ADM Alex Rosenzweig, this column’s compiler, would like to thank everyone who sent in contributions to this column. Of course, more are always 
needed. If you want to share something that happened at an Avenger, STARFLEET, or Star Trek event, please send your contributions to Alex at: 
980 Linwood Place  North Brunswick, NJ  08902-2267   
email: alexr@tellurian.com

Science Highlights

 Okay, maybe it’s not that bright, 
but recent studies show that 
interstellar dust has made us 
think the universe is dimmer 
than it really is.
From World Science:
   “The Universe is twice as bright 
as previously believed: dust turns 
out to block about half the star-
light from us, astronomers have 
found.

   “ ‘Interstellar dust grains have a devastating effect on our measurements 
of the energy output from even nearby galaxies,’ said Richard Tuffs of the 
Max Plank Institute for Nuclear Physics in Heidelberg, Germany, one of the 
researchers.
   “Astronomers have long known there’s dust out there, but didn’t know 
how much this restricts the light we can see. The dust itself glows, because it 
absorbs and then re-emits starlight. 
   “Something ‘very wrong’ has aficted past theories touching on the issue, 
said Simon Driver of the University of St Andrews, U.K., lead author of a 
report on the ndings. The previous models, he continued, show the glowing 
dust’s energy output as greater than the stars’ total energy, which is impos-
sible.
   “His team assembled a high-resolution catalogue of 10,000 galaxies and 
analyzed it together with a new model of galactic dust distribution developed 
by Tuffs and Cristina Popescu of the University of Central Lancashire, U.K.
   “With the new model, the astronomers said they could calculate the precise 
fraction of starlight blocked. The absorbed starlight energy nally equaled that 
detected from the glowing dust, as makes sense, they said.”
Want to shed more light on the matter? Visit: http://www.world-science.net/
othernews/080516_universe-bright
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   “Dolphin ‘teaching’ appears to involve some different tricks, according 
to the new study. These include an apparent communication component: the 
ocean mammals make ‘pointing’ motions with their snout, actions previously 
documented in captivity but not in the wild. 
   “The ndings add to previous research suggesting dolphins have a ‘theory 
of mind’, according to the investigators, but they added that more evidence 
may be needed.”

Keep on learning. Take a look at: http://www.world-science.net/exclusives/
080807_dolphin

Modern Mass Extinctions
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
Scientists are suggesting that we are in the midst of a modern-day mass 
extinction, and we’re causing it...
From World Science:

   “Devastating die-offs of amphibians are a sign that a ‘mass extinction’ is 
underway on our planet-brought on by us, two scientists say.
   “ ‘Many scientists argue that we are either entering or in the midst 
of [Earth’s] sixth great mass extinction,’ wrote the researchers in a paper 
published online in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences.
   “The die-offs of amphibians and other plant and animal species support 
that claim, they added.
   “ ‘There’s no question that we are in a mass extinction spasm,’ said David 
Wake, a biologist at the University of California, Berkeley and a co-author of 
the study. ‘Amphibians have been around for about 250 million years. They 
made it through when the dinosaurs didn’t. The fact that they’re cutting out 
now should be a lesson.’
   “New species arise and old species die off all the time, but sometimes 
the extinction numbers far outweigh the emergence of new species. Extreme 
cases of this are called mass extinctions. There have been ve in our planet’s 
history before now.
   “The new one is different-it’s apparently caused by us, Wake said. 
The study is co-authored by Wake and biologist Vance Vredenburg of the 
university at Berkeley and San Francisco State University.”

Want to know more? Look here: http://www.world-science.net/othernews/
080812_extinction

Mars’s Valleys Were Formed Gradually
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig

Research indicates that valleys on Mars were formed by more gradual 
ooding over time, rather than by huge oods all at once.
From World Science:

   “Ancient networks of valleys 
on Mars were carved by recur-
rent oods over a long period 
when the climate may have been 
much like that of some arid or 
semiarid regions on Earth, a new 
study suggests.
   “The results don’t support an 
alternative theory that the val-
leys were carved by catastrophic 

ooding over a shorter time, the researchers said.
   “Often cited as evidence that Mars once had a warm environment with 
liquid water on the surface, valley networks are distinctive features of the 
Martian landscape. In the new study, scientists used computer models to 
simulate the processes that formed these features.
   “ ‘Our results argue for liquid water being stable at the surface of Mars for 
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prolonged periods,’ said Charles Barnhart, a graduate student in Earth 
and planetary sciences at the University of California, Santa Cruz.
   “Barnhart conducted the study as a Graduate Student Research 
Program scholar at NASA Ames Research Center, working with plan-
etary scientist Jeffrey Moore at the agency and Alan Howard of the 
University of Virginia. 
   “A paper describing their ndings has been accepted for publication 
in the Journal of Geophysical Research-Planets.”

To discover more, look here: http://www.world-science.net/othernews/
080908_mars-valleys

Phoenix Carries On
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig

The Phoenix Mars lander successfully completed its primary mission, 
but since it still has power, the mission has been extended.
From Spaceight Now:
   “NASA’s Phoenix Mars Lander, having completed its 90-day primary 
mission, is continuing its science collection activities. Science and 
engineering teams are looking forward to at least another month of 
Martian exploration. 
   “Due to the spacecraft’s sufcient power and experiment capacity, 
NASA announced on July 31 that the mission would continue opera-
tions through Sept. 30. Once the lander nishes collecting science data, 
the mission teams will continue the analysis of the measurements and 
observations.
   “ ‘We have been successful beyond my wildest dreams, and we’re 
not done yet learning from Mars about its secrets,” said Peter Smith, 
Phoenix principal investigator from The University of Arizona, Tucson. 
   “ ‘We are still working to understand the properties and the history 
of the ice at our landing site on the northern plains of Mars. While the 
sun has begun to dip below the horizon, we still have power to continue 
our observations and experiments. And we’re hoping to see a gradual 
change in the Martian weather in the next few weeks,’ he said. 
   Among the critical questions the Phoenix science team is trying 
to answer is whether the northern region of Mars could have been a 
habitable zone.”

To explore further, hop over to: http://spaceightnow.com/mars/
phoenix/080830extended.html

There Be Planets Here!
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig

Astronomers are learning more about how planetary systems form.
From Spaceight Now:
   “Astronomers have been able to study planet-forming discs around 
young Sun-like stars in unsurpassed detail, clearly revealing the motion 
and distribution of the gas in the inner parts of the disc. This result, 
which possibly implies the presence of giant planets, was made possible 
by the combination of a very clever method enabled by ESO’s Very 
Large Telescope.
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   “Planets could be home to other forms of life, so the study 
of exoplanets ranks very high in contemporary astronomy. More 
than 300 planets are already known to orbit stars other than the 
Sun, and these new worlds show an amazing diversity in their 
characteristics. But astronomers don’t just look at systems where 
planets have already formed; they can also get great insights by 
studying the discs around young stars where planets may currently 
be forming. ‘This is like going 4.6 billion years back in time to 
watch how the planets of our own Solar System formed,’ says 
Klaus Pontoppidan from Caltech, who led the research.
   “Pontoppidan and colleagues have analyzed three young ana-
logues of our Sun that are each surrounded by a disc of gas and 
dust from which planets could form. These three discs are just a 
few million years old and were known to have gaps or holes in 
them, indicating regions where the dust has been cleared and the 
possible presence of young planets.
   “The new results not only conrm that gas is present in the gaps 
in the dust, but also enable astronomers to measure how the gas 
is distributed in the disc and how the disc is oriented. In regions 
where the dust appears to have been cleared out, molecular gas 
is still highly abundant. This can either mean that the dust has 
clumped together to form planetary embryos, or that a planet has 
already formed and is in the process of clearing the gas in the 
disc.” 

For more on this story, check out: http://spaceightnow.com/news/
n0809/09planetdisc/

They’ll Let Just Anybody In... ;)
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig

A Roman temple has been found in an ancient Jewish capital 
city, suggesting that there was no small amount of cultural inter-
mix, even then.
From ScienceDaily:
   “Ruins of a Roman temple from the second century CE have 
recently been unearthed in the Zippori National Park. Above the 
temple are foundations of a church from the Byzantine period.
   “The excavations, which were undertaken by the Noam Shu-
dofsky Zippori Expedition led by of Prof. Zeev Weiss of the 
Institute of Archaeology at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
shed light on the multi-cultural society of ancient Zippori (also 
known as Sepphoris).
   “The discovery indicated that Zippori, the Jewish capital of 
the Galilee during the Roman period, had a signicant pagan 
population which built a temple in the heart of the city center. The 
central location of the temple, which is positioned within a walled 

courtyard, and its architectural relation to the surrounding buildings enhance 
our knowledge regarding the planning of Zippori in the Roman era.
   “The building of the church on the foundation of the temple testies to 
the preservation of the sacred section of the city over time. This new nding 
demonstrates not only the religious life, culture and society in Roman and 
Byzantine Zippori, but also that this was a city in which Jews, pagans, and 
later Christians lived together and developed their hometown with various 
buildings.”

For more on this story, check out: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/
08/080811072503.htm

Supercontinents a Recurring Phenomenon?
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig

Evidence is building that supercontinents like Pangea have formed, split 
apart, and reformed several times over the ages.
From Science Daily:

   “The existence of the supercontinent Pangea, which formed about 300 
million years ago and broke up about 200 million years ago, is a cornerstone of 
plate tectonics, and processes resulting in its assembly and fragmentation have 
governed the evolution of Earth’s crust for 500 million years.
   “Over the past 20 years, evidence has been amassing that Pangea is just the 
latest in a series of supercontinents that formed repeatedly since the Archean, 
only to break up and reform again.
   “Although the mechanisms responsible are controversial, many geoscientists 
agree that repeated cycles of supercontinent amalgamation and dispersal have 
had a profound effect on the evolution of Earth’s crust, atmosphere, climate, 
and life.
   “The geological record for the past one billion years is sufciently well 
documented that we have a rst-order picture of the changing positions of 
continents. Using these reconstructions in combination with other data, Murphy 
and Nance show that supercontinents form by different mechanisms and that 
many current geodynamic models cannot explain the processes that led to the 
amalgamation of Pangea.”

Want to know more? Point your browsers to: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/
2008/08/080822093722.htm

Making Teon Less Harmful
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
Teon has great uses. It also has some environmentally harmful characteris-
tics. The good news is that some of the latter may yet be addressed by progress 
in chemistry.
From Science Daily:

   “Everybody loves the way breakfast 
eggs conveniently slide off of Teon 
without leaving any pesky pieces of 
egg in the pan. Indeed, the carbon-
uorine bond at the heart of Teon 
cookware is so helpful we also use 
it in clothing, lubricants, refrigerants, 
anesthetics, semiconductors, and even 
blood substitutes.
   “But the very strength of the C-F 
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bond that makes it useful in so many applications also gives it formidable 
greenhouse gas effects that persist in nature.
   “In a groundbreaking study in the journal Science, Brandeis scientists report 
they have identied a catalyst that efciently breaks the C-F bond and converts 
it to a carbon-hydrogen bond, rendering it harmless to the environment.”
To nd out more, check out: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/08/
080828162602.htm
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STARFLEET News:
** Executive Committee Changes:
   - VADM Garrick Halverson has resigned as Vice-Commander, STARFLEET. Fleet Admiral Sal Lizard is currently accepting and reviewing all 
applications to be considered for the position. A replacement is being sought for installation by November 1st, when Halverson stands down.
   - COMM Peter Christian has resigned as Chief of Communications. He has been succeeded by COMM Jonathan Lane.
   - ADM Mike Urvand has resigned as Chief of Operations and has been succeeded by VADM Kim Donohoe.

** Operations announced a new position opening: MSR Processing Ofcer. This position will consist of verifying that MSRs have been entered into 
the STARFLEET Database, receiving e-mailed MSRs and entering them into the database, and tabulating reporting totals for delivery to the EC/AB. 
Interested persons should contact VADM Donohoe at ops@s.org

** FADM Lizard announced the resignation of ADM Robert Westfall from the Inspector General position. He has asked Wade Hoover and Danny 
Potts to temporarily man the IG ofce as the “pro tem” IG and Deputy IG, respectively, and they have agreed.  ADM Westfall has suspended 
the two elections that were just beginning in R2 and R15 and they will be restarted by Wade Hoover as soon as possible upon assuming the 
temporary post.

** The STARFLEET Chaplain’s/Counselor’s Ofce has reopened, with Isa Gunther as Director of the Counselors and Dennis Rayburn in charge 
of the Chaplains. Gerry Purkey is Dennis’ Senior Vice Chief. The old communication list will be split into two, one for counselors and one for 
chaplains.

** The Promotions department has combined with the Awards department to form the Member Recognition Department. Linda Kloempken is the 
administrator of the new department. She can be reached at recognition@s.org.  Kris Klufus is staying on for promotions. A new Awards person 
is being sought; interested parties may contact Linda.

** Several new Fleet Resource Center Directors were announced:
   - Alternative Universe Director: Larry Neigut
   - Alternate Universe Coordinator: Lee Vitasck
   - Video and Movie Guild Director: Anthony Dowling
   - Stareet Medical Corps Director: Chris Pittarelli
   - Medical Corps Vice Director: Joseph Gallegher.

** Shakedown Operations has announced the launch of the following chapters-in-training:
   - U.S.S. Aurora, a meeting chapter based in Seattle, Washington, Commander Brian Picket, Commanding
   - U.S.S. R’uustai, a correspondence chapter based in Las Vegas, Nevada, Commander Krystal Rubenstein, Commanding

** STARFLEET Academy News:
   - The Andorian Orientation College, College of Macabre and Fantasy, College of History, Cardassian Orientation College, College 
      of Star Wars, and Cadet Prep College are  temporarily closed.
   - The Radio School and Gorn Academy have reopened.
   - The Klingon Warrior Academy is operating with a temporary director.

** A motion to amend the STARFLEET Constitution to introduce Admiralty Board oversight and approval for all non-core expenses over $500 was 
voted down by the Admiralty Board, RC Wayne Augustson reported.

** IC 2009 will be in Greensboro, NC on 7-10 August 2009

** IC 2010 will be in Wagoner, Oklahoma in the Sequoyah State Park, on 29 July - 1 August 2010. There is a lodge and cottages/cabins.

Region 7 News:
** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com)  Mike Stein has individual pre-paid mailing 
baggies bar-coded with the Region 7 account info. If you need any, please contact him at JusticeOC@aol.com

** New Region 7 Staff Ofcers include:
   - New Jersey Sector Chief - CAPT Eugene Hendricks
   - Pennsylvania Sector Chief - FCAPT Debbie French
** ADM Vosseller is standing down as both Regional Recruiting Ofcer .
   - FCAPT Mary Ann Pugliese will be succeeding Bob as Recruiting Ofcer, with CAPT Mike Allen as her assistant.

stocÿs are doÿn the tubes and ÿe do not 
ÿnoÿ yet ÿho the neÿt president ÿill be 
but i haÿe great neÿs   i ÿust saÿed a 
bundle by sÿitching to geico
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By Alex Rosenzweig
   “Space, The Final Frontier...  These are the continuing voyages of the starship Avenger. Her ongoing mission: to explore strange, 
new worlds; to seek out new life and new civilizations; to boldly go where no one has gone before.”

   Many members’ questions have dealt with the ctional Avenger. Since we call for members to make up personnel les for their characters, 
members want to know just how our ctional universe works. What does the ctional Avenger do? How does it t into the Star Trek Universe 
as portrayed on TV and in the lms, books, comics, etc.? To answer these questions, and to (hopefully) keep you folks entertained, this series 
of articles was born. 

    For this issue, we take another peek at the Avenger’s chronology, as chronicled in the many tales written by our members. In this segment, we look 
back to 2297 to 2299, as an era drew to a close, and a new one began...

TIMELINE OF AVENGER HISTORY, PART VI
(All Years - Terran Calendar)
2297 (February):
Fleet Captain Bob Fillmore resigns as Second Ofcer, and takes an extended leave from Star Fleet, accepting a post as Dean of Temporal Studies at Cambridge 
University on Earth. He is succeeded as Second Ofcer by Commander Frank  Warren, Jr.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9703.01/”Time Waits for No Man”]
A training cadre forms aboard the Avenger, led by Commander Stephen Buonocore, to prepare a team of ofcers to comprise the senior staff of the U.S.S. Bounty. They 
utilize the on-loan shuttlecraft Bounty.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9703.01]

2297 (March):
Commander George Padovan resigns as Chief Engineer, and is repositioned as an Engineering Advisor. He is succeeded as Chief Engineer by Commander Zachary 
Zulkowski.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9704.01]

2297 (July):
Commander Rhea Naylorr is transferred from the position of Chief of Communications to that of Intelligence Ofcer. She is succeeded as Chief of Communications by 
Lt. Commander Dalek Kagan.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9708.02]

2297 (August):
Lt. Commander rRham ‘ho ‘tzt Tzen resigns as Chief of Security, and is repositioned as a Security Ofcer (Chief Master-at-Arms).   [Avenger Status Report-
-SD9709.02]
Commander August Ciufo resigns as Chief Science Ofcer, and is repositioned as a Scientist (Technical Sciences).   [Avenger Status Report--SD9709.02]
Lt. Commander Sasha Graevyn leaves the position of Chief of Operations to participate in a Star Fleet Intelligence operation of indeterminate length. She is succeeded 
as Chief of Operations by Lt. Commander Mark Meadows.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9709.02]

2297 (October):
Ofcers from several 1st and 7th Fleet vessels-including FT 1842 Accord, DN 3029 Adamant, DN 2520 Ascension, FH 1860 Avenger, FH 1887 Chesapeake, CH 1703 
Lexington, and ST 652 Thagard-attend a conference on the arboreal world code-named Yggdrasil.   [Shadowstar Timeline]

2298 (March):
Lt. Commander Kiri Mackay is assigned as Chief Science Ofcer.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9804.01]
Lt. Commander Darry Jennings is assigned as Chief of Security.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9804.01]

2298 (July):
The Avenger participates in a conference on the moon of Verdania, to determine whether the Federation or the Klingons have nal jurisdiction over the planet. While 
there, they discover a series iof ruins near the Federation colony. The Klingons, while investigating ruins in their own territory, also discover artifacts, including a device 
with the potential to create illusions. Among the artifacts in the ruins found by the Federation is a mind-enhancer that will block telepathic probes.   [“The Map”]

2298 (August):
En route to Starbase 7, FH 1860 Avenger encounters the wreckage of the U.S.S. Coyote, and determines that it was destroyed by unknown aliens.  After a conference 
with Rear Admiral Vosseller, Admiral Rosenzweig is ordered to lead a squadron of vessels to locate the attacker(s), if possible.   [“Unpleasant Surprise”]
The starship Equus is sent to Khitomer for the observation of the anniversary of the signing of the Khitomer Accords. 1st Lieutenant Enrica’ Brugman is captured in 
the act of attempting to assassinate Klingon Ambassador Krag. Although he is acting on orders from a shadowy organization within Star Fleet, this is unknown and 
kept secret from the starship’s crew and the Klingons. Following trial for espionage, insubordination, and attempted murder, Brugman is convicted of all charges except 
espionage. He is sentenced to 35 years at the penal colony on Tethys, orbiting Saturn.   [“War Crimes, A New Beginning”/Personnel File--Enric’a Brugman]

2298 (September):
Commander Mark Meadows resigns as Chief of Operations, and is repositioned as an Assault Pod Pilot.   [Avenger Status Report-SD9810.05]

2298 (October):
Lt. Commander Kiri Mackay resigns as Chief Science Ofcer, and is repositioned as a Scientist (Xenoarchaeology).  She returns to the rank of Lieutenant. Lieutenant 
Antrim serves as Acting Chief Science Ofcer.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9811.04 and Fiction]
Lt. Commander Ann Marie Reilly requests, and is granted, extended leave for personal reasons. [Avenger Status Report--SD9811.04]

AVENGER FICTION
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2298 (November):
The Avenger is assigned to the Namati Star System, near Romulan space, to recover a probe left on Namati IV by the U.S.S. Jutland, just before its destruction by a 
Romulan warbird. The probe is recovered, but at the cost of the loss of a shuttlecraft and its pilot.     [“What Price Knowledge?”]

2299 (Early):
Aliens attack a Federation convoy, and are engaged by a trio of Star Fleet destroyers. One of the alien ships is captured. Although its entire crew suicides, the computers 
are intact, and Star Fleet learns that the aliens, called Darnath, are an offshoot of the old Vegan Tyranny.     [“The Road Goes Ever On”]

2299 (January):
Lt. Commander Ann Marie Reilly returns from her leave and resumes her duties as Chief Medical Ofcer.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9902.04]

2299 (March):
Lt. Commander Christopher Underwood is assigned as Chief of Operations.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9904.04]

2299 (June):
A nine-ship squadron, led by the Avenger, engages the Darnath in the Voranis System. After losing several ships, the Darnath begin to withdraw, and Rosenzweig 
orders pursuit stopped. He orders amessage probe to be deployed from the Malverne to be sent to the Darnath central colony world, carrying a message of peace 
from the Federation.     [“The Road Goes Ever On”]
Admiral Alex Rosenzweig leaves command of the Avenger, and is succeeded as Commanding Ofcer by Captain Carlos Maldonado, Jr.     [Avenger Status 
Report-SD9907.05/”The Road Goes Ever On”]
Lt. Commander Se’ele is assigned to Avenger as Executive Ofcer and Lieutenant Setak is promoted to Lt. Commander and assigned as Chief Science Ofcer.     
[Club Happenings]
The Command Staff is as follows:
   Commanding Ofcer: Captain Carlos Maldonado, Jr.
   Executive Ofcer: Lt. Commander Se’ele
   Second Ofcer: Lt. Commander Leslie Pearson
   Chief Science Ofcer: Lt. Commander Setak
   Chief Medical Ofcer: Lt. Commander Ann Marie Reilly
   Chief of Operations: Lt. Commander Christopher Underwood
   Chief Engineer: Commander Zachary Zulkowski
   Chief of Communications: Lt. Commander Dalek Kagan
   Chief of Security: Lt. Commander Gor
[Avenger Personnel Roster-9909, Adjusted]
The Avenger is sent to investigate odd readings from within the Tormaine Nebula, a possible stellar nursery.     [“The Road Goes Ever On”]

2299 (July):
Lt. Commander Lauren Milan transfers to FH 1860 Avenger. After a brief period of uncertainty and tension, she begins to settle in as a part of the crew.     [“The 
Sum of Her Parts”]
The Avenger is assigned to Operation Long Haul, carrying a shipment of Tribiddian-12 at low warp speed to Outpost ELR-19.     [“Cabin Fever”]
While testing his newly-assigned warpshuttle, Hyperion, Admiral Rosenzweig and his crew rescue a crashed solar sailor from an asteroid in the Kuiper Belt in Sol 
System. There they discover the ruins of an alien structure, leaving a mystery to be uncovered.     [“Just A Run Around the Block”]

2299 (August):
While the Avenger is in the midst of Operation Long Haul, a shuttlecraft bearing a Vulcan science team (and a spy) comes aboard the ship. Not long afterward, a 
Romulan timeship from the far future attacks the Avenger, but it ultimately defeated and destroyed. The Tribiddian-12 shipment is, however, lost.     [“Cabin Fever”]

[Most of the stories referred to herein may be found on the Avenger website. Hop over to the Fiction Logs section and take a look! If you don’t nd what you’re 
looking for, contact ADM Rosenzweig.]

* * * * * * * * * * 
   In future articles, we’ll continue to talk about what’s aboard the ship, how various systems work, crew specics, etc. (Members are urged to suggest topics. If 
there’s something you want to know about the ship, chances are that someone else wants to know, too. So send in your questions, and we’ll try to get answers 
for you in upcoming columns.)
   This column also supports short stories! Stories should be no more than 4 pages in 10-point type, and can be about anything in the Avenger Universe. (Serializations 
are also accepted, but the story must be submitted complete, and arrangements with the column editor and Avenger News editor for serialization will be made ahead of 
time.) We hope everyone will take the opportunity to contribute to the tales of the Avenger.   To help you out, we’re also running story ideas each issue. These aren’t 
eshed out, but are jumping-off points from which stories may evolve. If you do see an idea listed here that you’d like to build a story from, let me know, so that we 
don’t get multiple members working on the same idea. And here we have the next suggestions...
   1] The Avenger is transporting an ambassadorial delegation when it encounters an anomaly that drains power in a way that looks like computer usage (spies? and 
with all these ambassadors on board? Uh-oh…).
   2] An important Federation scientist has crashed on a xenophobic/xeno-ignorant world and has been imprisoned. He has a [valuable item X]. The Avenger must send 
down a rescue team and get him out of there without causing any further trouble.

   Finally, as a part of this series, we include character-les of members of the crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-le, great! If not, why not 
try making one? We’ll try to publish one or two each issue, as space and contributions permit. We’re always looking for members to create les 
for their own characters. If you’re interested in creating a le for your ctional character, or updating an existing le, contact ADM Rosenzweig 
for help/information.
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Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek books...
Available October 2008:
   Wounds (ST:COE, Trade Paperback), by Ilsa J. Bick, Keith R.A. DeCandido, John J. Ordover, Terri Osborne, and Cory Rushton
   Omnibus of six previously published eBook novellas; rst time in print.

   Star Trek: Destiny Book I: Gods of Night (ST:Various), by David Mack
   The rst novel in an epic crossover trilogy that unites characters from every corner of the Star Trek universe.
   Blitzkrieg attacks by the Borg leave entire worlds aame. No one knows how they are slipping past Star Fleet’s defenses, so Captain 
Picard and the crew of the Enterprise have to nd out. Thousands of light-years away, Captain Riker and the crew of the Titan follow 
bizarre energy pulses to a mysterious, hidden world. But what they nd there is a Star Fleet captain long thought dead. At the same 
time, in the Gamma Quadrant, a new captain and her crew investigate the wreck of a starship missing in action for more than two 
centuries. Four starships. Four captains. Four lives about to intersect-and discover their shared destiny. 

Available November 2008:
   Star Trek: Destiny Book II: Mere Mortals (ST:Various), by David Mack
   On Earth, Federation President Nanietta Bacco gathers allies and adversaries to form a desperate last line of defense against an 
impending Borg invasion. In deep space, Captain Jean-Luc Picard and Captain Ezri Dax join together to cut off the Collective’s 
route to the Alpha Quadrant. 
   Half a galaxy away, Captain William Riker and the crew of the starship Titan have made contact with the reclusive Caeliar-survivors 
of a stellar cataclysm that, two hundred years ago, drove ssures through the structure of space and time, creating a loop of 
inevitability and consigning another captain and crew to a purgatory from which they could never escape.
   Now the supremely advanced Caeliar will brook no further intrusion upon their isolation, or against the sanctity of their Great Work. 
For the small, nite lives of mere mortals carry little weight in the calculations of gods.
   But even gods may come to understand that they underestimate humans at their peril. 

   Star Trek: Academy: Collision Course (ST:TOS, Paperback Reprint of the Hardcover), by William Shatner, with Judith and 
Gareld Reeves-Stevens
   If you think you know how it all began, think again... 
   Young Jim Kirk wants nothing to do with Star Fleet, and never wants to leave Earth. In the summer of 2249, he’s a headstrong 
seventeen-year-old barely scraping by in San Francisco, haunted by horric memories from his past.
   In the same city, a nineteen-year-old alien named Spock is determined to rise above the emotional turmoil of his mixed-species 
heritage. He’s determined to show his parents he has what it takes to be Vulcan-even if it means exposing a mysterious conspiracy at 
the heart of the Vulcan Embassy, stretching to the farthest reaches of the Federation’s borders. There, a chilling new threat has arisen 
to test the Federation’s deepest held belief that war is a thing of the past and that a secure future can be forged through peaceful 
means alone. But it is in San Francisco, home to Star Fleet Academy, where that threat will be met by two troubled teenage boys 
driven to solve the mystery that links them both. 
   In time, the universe will come to know these young rebels as Captain James T. Kirk and Mr. Spock...two of the Federation’s greatest 
heroes. Yet before they were heroes, they were simply conicted teenagers, lled with raw ambition and talent, not yet seasoned 
by wisdom and experience, searching for their own unique directions in life-a destiny they’ll discover on one fateful night in San 
Francisco, when two lives collide, and two legends are born.

Available December 2008:
  Star Trek: Destiny Book III: Lost Souls (ST:Various), by David Mack
   The soldiers of Armageddon are on the march, laying waste to worlds in their passage. An audacious plan could stop them forever, 
but it carries risks that one starship captain is unwilling to take. For Captain Jean-Luc Picard, defending the future has never been so 
important, or so personal-and the wrong choice will cost him everything for which he has struggled and suffered.
   For Captain William Riker, that choice has already been made. Haunted by the memories of those he was forced to leave behind, he 

TREK BOOK NEWS
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12 October 2008 - Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “Movie Monsters”! From Godzilla to the Swamp Thing to just the plain ol’ Thing... Monsters of all kinds in 

the movies. What’s your favorite? Dinner to follow. Event Coordinator: FCAPT Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutchem.rutgers.edu

17-19 October 2008 - Watkins Glen Weekend
Ramada Inn, Ithaca, NY and Watkins Glen State Park, Watkins Glen, NY  Hike the park’s gorge trails and enjoy good food with friends.
Event Website: http://www.ussaccord.org/wgw.html
Event Coordinator: Dan Adinol, wgw@ussaccord.org

25 October 2008 -  Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire
Mount Hope Estate & Winery, Manheim, PA  The nal Ren Faire of the season! Enjoy music, food, jousting and shopping.
Event website: http://www.parenfaire.com   

24-26  October 2008 - Chiller Theatre, Parsippany Hilton, Parsippany, NJ
Hilton Parsippany, One Hilton Court, Parsippany, New Jersey
Tel: 1-973-267-7373 Fax: 1-973-984-6853
Chiller is a New Jersey based Horror Convention held at the Parsippany Hilton Hotel.  There are several dealers  Rooms of merchandise and 
opportunity for autographs.  Event Website: http://www.chillertheatre.com

31  October 2008 - Tom’s River Halloween Parade, Toms River, NJ
Come and march in a Halloween Parade!
Event Coordinator:  Patrick Barnes, browncoat71@yahoo.com

9 November 2008 - Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: “When We Last Left Our Heroes...” The state of the Star Trek Universe post-”Nemesis”, 
and where things go from there. From “Star Trek: Destiny” to Star Trek Online, the late 24th Century and beyond haven’t been ignored, even though 
the next lm will be near the TOS era. We’ll talk about what’s going on in latter-era Trek. Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: FCAPT Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutchem.rutgers.edu

NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can make 
the proper arrangements. Thanks!

U.S.S. AVENGER  -  MISSION DOCKET

must jeopardize all that he has left in a desperate bid to save the Federation.
   For Captain Ezri Dax, whose impetuous youth is balanced by the wisdom of many lifetimes, the choice is a simple one: there is no 
going back-only forward to whatever future awaits them.
   But for those who, millennia ago, had no choice…this is the hour of their nal, inescapable destiny.
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From Alex Rosenzweig:

Secret Contents of a Certain Government Warehouse
This is Top Secret. How did we get a hold of it? Best not to ask!
This le attempts to catalog and describe the contents of a particular secret government warehouse. In the movie “Raiders of the Lost Ark”, this 
warehouse was the nal resting place of the Ark of the Covenant. Likewise, the rst episode of the “War of the Worlds” TV series shows that the 
Martian war machines from the rst invasion attempt were also stored in this warehouse.
Check it out, and if you think the compiler has missed something, let him know! 
http://www.bahneman.com/liem/x-les/warehouse.html

Star Trek: The Role-Playing Game
While hanging out on IRC, we met a gent who’s created a new on-line Star Trek Role-Playing Game (RPG). He’s been excitedly looking for 
interested folks to share in the fun. This game is set in the 23rd Century, with an emphasis on the portrayal of that world as seen in the upcoming lm. 
It uses the Coda RPG system created by Decipher a few years ago. Intrigued? Head on over and check it out!
http://www.startrek-rpg.org/

Star Trek Online
And speaking of games, the long-awaited Star Trek massively-multiplayer game has taken new steps toward reality! In recent months, Cryptic, which 
is the new producer of the game, has brought the game’s ofcial website on-line, It has screenshots, multimedia les, game information, and even the 
start of a timeline that will go from “Star Trek: Nemesis” to the timeframe of the game.
http://startrekonline.com/

Ofcial Star Trek Fan Club
A few years ago, Decipher, Inc. was running the Ofcial Star Trek Fan Club. For various reasons, that ended. Now, plans are again afoot to bring 
an Ofcial Fan Club back. There’s not a lot of info yet, but there is a countdown site where interested persons can sign up for information and 
answer survey questions. Head on over and take a gander...
http://www.startrekcountdown.com/

Utopia Planitia Yards - Starship Guide
So I was wandering around the web one day, and following some links led me to an intriguing site about ships and the lore behind them. It’s not a 
perfect site, but it does have a lot of interesting material, and is worth checking out.
http://www.utopiaplanitia.info/

Star Trek Prop, Costume, and Auction Authority
Some more surng led to this site one evening. This blog features regularly updated articles on many fascinating bits of history about the costumes, 
props, and sets of Star Trek, with some other neat bits of info thrown in. If you’re interested in some of the behind-the-scenes details that illuminate 
the richness of the world of Trek, this is a very cool site to visit.
http://startrekpropauthority.blogspot.com/

From Norm Van Houten:

The Comprehensive Lt. Leslie Star Trek Archives
Who is Mr. Leslie you ask? Well that’s a difcult question to answer. 
He’s the guy you always run into but never quite catch his name.
He’s the guy lurking over crewmembers’ shoulders, wondering when his big chance to get in on the action will be.
He’s the guy in the backround pushing buttons and sliding levers and making you wonder if what he’s doing actually has any effect on ship 
operations.
He’s the guy that follows the followers.
He’s, quite frankly, as one poster in alt.tv.star-trek.tos stated, the “where’s Waldo” of Star Trek. He is everywhere in Star Trek, as long as 
“everywhere” is dened as “somewhere in the background”. Oh, he gets the occasional chance to shine, even gets to speak a line or two, but he was at 
his best lurking in the grand cosmic shadows of Captain Kirk and Mr. Spock.
And this site is his story…or, more precisely, the account his time on Star Trek, as told by the actor who portrayed him, Eddie Paskey.
http://hometown.aol.com/led4acs/LeslieArchives.html

TREKKIN’ THE WEB
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The Ship’s BBS was rst introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where items of interest could be 
posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things may change from time to time, so keep checking back each issue. 

* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our members bring to the group, and can be 
as simple as something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy! Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event Planner and begin your 
adventure today. Event Planners contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship meeting. 
This is a way for everyone to nd out the details of what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to do! We need your help, because if no one 
coordinates events, they don’t happen!!

* Internet Resources:
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the Internet! Check ‘em out...
- The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can nd information about your fellow crewmates and read online logs from your division chief:  
http://www.ussavenger.org/
- Another great way to contact your STARFLEET buddies is through the Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be found on the Avenger site. Go to the Internet 
Resources link on the navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow the instructions about IRC. NOTE: To access the IRC servers, use:
   irc.eetchat.org
   Port 6667
The main STARFLEET channel is #stareet, and Avenger maintains its own channel at #avenger
For additional information, visit http://www.eetchat.org/
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated news from the Avenger via email and special website features. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-s 
- Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF format, in a dedicated, members-only Google Group. http://groups.google.com/group/avengernews?lnk=li

* Our CaféPress Store: You can buy Avenger schtuff online like T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads, etc at the Cafepress Avenger Store, featuring our logo.  The 
anniversary period is done, and the standard logo items have been restored, but there are still a couple of items to bear the anniversary logo, too. New for 2008, though, is 
the calendar. This time, it’s a full-color graphic of our major insignia over time. The store can be found at: http://www.cafepress.com/ussavenger 

* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is there something you’d like that we’re not offering at the Avenger Store? Check out CaféPress’s product list, and if you see something 
there that’s not available in our store, contact Avenger Command and let them know.

* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested members are invited to join a community called Project SIMELE. “SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET 
In the Movie and Early Lost Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of STARFLEET who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are ctionally set in the 
timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the Star Trek Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the Avenger.) It’s designed to provide a venue for members to 
share resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in this era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative ction, and so forth. Come check the group out 
at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/

* Avenger Blueprints!
Do you nd yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of these spiffy blueprint maps!
From the Federation Frontiers publishing ofce, we are pleased to offer General Plans for the Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate. No starship, save the famous line of those 
named Enterprise, has received this much attention to detail.  
The twenty (20) sheet set includes:
    - Construction history    - Ship’s directory    - Six (6) external views
    - Full starship specications    - Equipment listing (with system contractors) - Four (4) cross-section views
         - Plan views of all eleven decks at 1:600 scale
    - Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay, transporter complex, and auxiliary control.

For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at MRupprecht@aol.com, or just visit the Federation Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star 
Trek technical documents: http://members.aol.com/FdFrontier/

The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate General Plans cost a mere $10.00 for Avenger crew members, and can be purchased directly from Alex Rosenzweig. You can 
also buy the plans via mail order for $12, which includes shipping charges. Money orders are preferred, and will speed delivery. However, personal checks are 
acceptable and should be payable to “Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for $15.00 and deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order, simply 
print out the handy order form at web site, or send your name, address, e-mail address, number and type of sets desired, along with your check or money order, 
to the following address:
   Federation Frontiers
   c/o Michael C. Rupprecht
   3711 Bloomingdale Drive
   Hillsborough, NJ  08844-5531

* Help Wanted!
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help! The following positions are open:
- Press Ofcer: Write and distribute press releases to the ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media personnel, and help craft our club image to the 
world at large!
- Chief of Security: Serve on the senior staff, and be a leader of the members in the Security Division. Have a direct voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight 
security/police/safety-oriented interests, both in the Trek Universe and in real life. (This position requires STARFLEET membership in good standing.)
Contact FCAPT Judy or COMM Todd if you’d like to volunteer!
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The Next Meeting of USS Avenger will be

SUNDAY, November 9, 2008
 2:00pm

North Brunswick Public Library
880 Hermann Rd.

North Brunswick, NJ 08902
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of Avenger News, AN-112:
September 25, 2008

Please submit all articles, illustrations and/or photos to Alex Rosenzweig: 
alex@tellurian.com


