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SUMMER FUN 2008!
Anniversaries, Barbeques and Picnics, OH MY!!
by Todd F. Brugmans, Staff Writer

The Avenger assembled June 14th at Veteran’s Park in North Brunswick for her 23rd anniversary picnic. 
The event was well attended by crew and friends from the ISS Lexington, USS Sovereign, USS Odin, 
ISS Deliverance, and USS Challenger. Unlike many of Avenger’s annual picnics, we were met with 
fair weather, if a bit on the muggy side. Despite the hot, dry weather, there were skant skirmishes with 
the water weapons this year. 
Handling the grilling this year was our friend from USS Sovereign, Joe Horton. A good time was 
reported to he had by all in attendance. As the evening wore down, those lingering around decided to 
take in a screening of the new Hulk movie, which was considered to be a great improvement over the 
rst recent lm to portray this Marvel comics character. No Avenger picnic is complete without some 
mention of a dounpour of rain. The truth is the weather held until after sunset, and as we made our 
way to the movie, the skies opened up.
USS Sovereign was the chapter to kick off the anniversary celebrations this year with their 18th 
anniversary, held at Dave & Busters in Philadelphia. Three members of Avenger’s crew were in 
attendance for the festivities, which included many arcade games, and pool tables.
USS Challenger celebrates 20 years in the Seventh Fleet this year. The annual Anniversary BBQ/Bob 
Vosseller’s belated birthday bash was a great time, spanning into the later hours. The Challenger is 
planning a more formal event to commemorate her time in service later this year.
Our commanding ofcer, Judy, was able to join the USS Justice as they threw their annual picnic in 
Parsippany Lake, NJ on August 2nd. 

STARFLEET’s INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE COMES TO ITHACA, NY
Todd Brugmans, Staff Writer
The USS Accord in Ithaca, NY was proud to 
take point on organizing and running this year’s 
International Conference June 27-29.
The theme for this year’s conference was ‘Going 
Back to School’, with the conference hotel in the 
shadow of Cornell University. 
USS Avenger was well represented at the confer-
ence, with two of her members, Alex and Todd, 
volunteering their services as members of the 
conference staff. 
The IC is an annual business meeting of 
Stareet’s Executive Committee and Admiralty 
Board. The organization’s constitution mandates 
that the organization conduct at least one such 
in-person meeting annually. 
The IC is not strictly all business, however. 
Activities this year included visits to area muse-

ums, the campus of Cornell University, Astronomy 
workshops, a video room with classic sci- lms run-
ning, the annual Stareet Marine Muster, a semi-
formal banquet on the Saturday Night, and guest 
speakers.
This year, we were joined by Star Trek actors J.G. 
Hertzler (General Martok of Star Trek: Deep Space 
Nine), and Robin Curtis (Lt. Saavik, ST: III & IV)
Mr. Hertzler is a professor at Cornell and was all 
too happy to join us when he heard of a Star Trek 
event coming to town, he was able to persuade Robin 
Curtis, another area local, to come down for the day.
Helping to put the ‘international’ in STARFLEET: 
The International Star Trek Fan Association, Inc. were 
representatives from Iceland who adopted Helen Paw-
lowsky (Stareet’s eldest member) into their Viking 
hoarde for the weekend. 
Serving in the capacity of graphics chair for  this 

continued on page 3

Chencellor Gowron gets into the 
educational spirit at IC 2008

Top Center: the complete skeleton of a Right Whale at The Museum of the Earth in Ithaca, NY, Bottom 
Center: Todd Brugmans with J.G. Hertzer, Right: a member of the Icelandic chapter in traditional garb.
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AWAY MISSION TO LONGWOOD GARDENS

Views from Longwood Gardens, courtesy of Joanne Perkins, Alex Rosenz-
weig, and Judy Waidlich, who visited the gardens in Kennett Square, PA 
on May 17th.

THE RESULTS ARE IN! REGION 7 CONCLUDES ITS 
ELECTION OF THE NEXT REGIONAL COORDINATOR

This spring the chapters of Region 7 were asked to select the next 
Regional Coordinator, who will represent the interests of the Region to 
the Admiralty Board for the next 2-year term. The nomination process 
called for chapters to endorse one of three candidates who announced 
their intent to run: USS Britannic’s Wayne Auguston, USS Asimov’s 
Sean Niemeyer, and USS Avenger’s Todd Brugmans. At the end of 

the nomination phase, Wayne and 
Todd were selected to be the two 
ofcial candidates for the run at the 
RC position. 
Late Saturday night, the votes of 
the region’s COs were tallied, and 
Wayne Auguston was declared to be 
the victor.
A semi-formal announcement was 
made on Sunday morning before 
those assembled for the Shore Leave 
Convention in Hunt Valley, MD. 
With USS Challenger’s Bob Vos-
seller named as his Vice-Regional 
Coordinator, Wayne pledged to 
work hard to best represent the 
wishes and concerns of Region 7, 
and took a moment to thank Todd 
for running a good clean campaign.
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year’s event, Todd entertained the Fleet on Saturday 
morning with the colorful and humorous slides he 
presented as the Regional Coordinators ran through 
the roll call of chapters.
The General Session featured presentations from 
each of the Executive Committe members. Vice-
Commander Stareet Gary Halverson presented a 
powerpoint talk outlining how Stareet is recognized 
more formally as a business entity, rather than ‘just a 
fan club’, pointing out how our organization has now 
become scally responsible; and is required to oper-
ate strictly within the connes of State and Federal 
laws, as they pertain to not-for-prot businesses. 
Commander, STARFLEET Sal Lizard addressed 
those assembed and those joining via webcast with 
his “State of the Fleet” address. Sal acknowledged 
that there had been lapses in good judgement made 
during the early months of his administration, and 
pointed out that the governing body is learning from, 
and working to correct those errors. 
He called for all members to conduct themselves 
in a respectible fashion when interacting with 
their fellow members. He concluded by saying he 
believes through a joint effort, this organization will 
succeed and grow going forward.
The plaques for the annual Region 7 awards for 2007 
were issued at the banquet on Saturday night, with 
the “Support Chapter of the Year” award going to 
USS Avenger, and the “Flag Ofcer of the Year” 
award going to Todd Brugmans. 

continued from page 1

An Avenger Member Remembered:

Robert Csuti 
(1969-2008)

Bob Csuti Joined U.S.S. Avenger early in 1988, and has 
been with the chapter ever since. He had been active with 
the Sciences Division early on, eventually transitioning 
into ship’s Security, where for a time he held the position 
of Security Chief. 
Through his participation with the chapter, he ascended 
through the ranks to become a full Commander in 1995. 
Bob is remembered as a quiet person, but was always 
ready to offer the use of his home for Avenger events. 
Bob has played host on several occasions to Avenger 
Movie Days, a gathering for the series nale of Star Trek: 
Deep Space Nine, and Stargazing events.
Commander Csuti most recentlyparticipated in an 
Avenger outing to the Liberty Science Center, and was 
always a welcome and familiar face at the regular ship-
wide meetings.
Late last year, Bob announced that he had had surgery 
to remove a sizable tumor from his lung. It was deter-
mined to be malignant. In the months that followed, we 
would receive periodic updates from Bob which sounded 
encouraging as he underwent chemotherapy and related 
medical care to treat his cancer. 
On Monday, August 4, 2008 Robert Csuti lost his battle 
with cancer. His quiet, gentile, and generous nature will 
be well remembered, and we will miss him aboard the 
Avenger. Rest in peace, Bob.

Former Avenger Operations Chief Captain Antonio 
Lopes III paid USS Avenger a visit during the regu-
larly scheduled shipwide meeting on June 8th. 
He provided us with an in-person update report on his 
latest endeavor out in Louisville, KY - the founding 
of USS Odin. The Odin is a correspondence chapter 
in Region 1 he founded as the newest Shakedown 
Chapter sponsored by USS Avenger. 
He is seen here unveiling a piece of custom artwork 
prepared and framed by Janek Kazimer (far left) 
which is inspired by the USS Odin’s Norse theme. 
Unfortunately, his schedule did not permit him to stay 
in time for our annual picnic the following weekend.

One of Avenger’s prodigal sons returns 
with news on Avenger’s latest ‘baby’
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SHORE LEAVE 30 - Hunt Valley, Maryland
Shore Leave, the annual fan-run science ction convention held annually at the Marriott 
in Hunt Valley, Maryland celebrated 30 years in 2008, and did not disappoint. This year, 
amidst the guest authors and performers were several actors from television and lm who 
delighted the attendees with their behind the scenes anecdotes,and insightful questions 
and answers.
Matt, Alex, Judy, Dale, Annie and Todd made up the core group of this year’s delegation 
to the convention. 
The convention played host to the usual familiar faces we encounter every year, and a 
great time was had in the technicolor nightmare that is the Hunt Valley Marriott. (You’ve 
got to experience the interior decor rsthand to truly appreciate it)
Media guests this year included Mark Allen Sheppard (star of Firey, and the re-imagined 
Battlestar Galactica), his father W. Morgan Sheppard (the warden of the Klingon jail in 
Star Trek VI, as well as BlankReg from the series Max Headroom), Jewel Staite (star of Firey, Serenity, and Stargate Atlantis), David and Kate Hewlett from Stargate Atlantis, actor 

Malcolm McDowell (Dr. Soran, Star Trek: Generations, star of Heroes, and A Clockwork Orange), 
and last but not least, George “Sulu” Takei,  who was most gracious in accepting all the words of 
support, congratulations and well wishes on the announcement of his engagement to his lifetime 
partner (an announcement made immediately after California announced it will recognize same-sex 
marriages as legal and binding). The members of the crew took in their particular interests over 
the course of the 3-day weekend, coming home with great personal stories and souveniers ranging 
anywhere from a handbag full of tribbles to photos with favorite stars. 
Local area dining is a growing attraction associated with attending Farpoint and Shore Leave conventions. Annie and Todd had the 
pleasure of sharing a wonderful Italian restaurant, Liberatores of Timonium, with several friends including members of the USS 
Challenger, USS Britannic, and USS Blackheart, on Friday night. 
USS Sovereign’s Sonny Wright once again wowed fellow fans with his construction of a 1 to 1 scale replica of the Stargate used on 
Stargate Atlantis. The gate was used as a fundraiser, with the Sovereign offering photo ops for contriutions toward their charities.
Shore Leave marked the conclusion of Stareet Region 7 Coordinator Joe Hoolihan’s term of ofce, with a new RC-elect stepping 
up to ll his shoes on the Sunday. 
Despite a lukewarm reaction to the Saturday night 10-Forward dance, and a sparcely competed costume call, the convention continued 
to deliver a fantastic time which ended far too soon for anyone’s liking. 

DIVISION REPORTS

   It’s been a while since I’ve written. Summer is passing swiftly 
by. Our Avenger picnic was a success. It was good seeing our 
friends from the Challenger, Odin and Deliverance. There was 
a good turnout from our crew, and also good food thanks to 
Joe Horton, our chef du jour, and Todd and others who brought 
something for the rest of us to enjoy.
   IC2008 was up in Ithaca, NY, a nice long drive. On the drive up 
on Friday afternoon, Dale and I got stuck in trafc; the good - it 
enabled us to listen to the Yankee game; the bad thing - it enabled 
us to listen to the Yankees lose. We did get to a rest area where 
local boy scouts were providing free coffee (and hot dogs and 
snacks and Mountain Dew soda). The rest of the trip was rather 
uneventful. Friday night (and Saturday) was cloudy and there 
was no stargazing. I attended the opening ceremonies and various 
panels, including the astronomy panels. Dinner was enjoyable, 
but the DJ left a bit to be desired. News from the IC should be 

elsewhere in Avenger News. The event ended with 
a promotion to Rear Admiral for Todd, who earned 

it with his work on the roll call graphics, the IC logo, and other 
graphics.
   The Challenger picnic was a smaller, quieter gathering in Ortley 
Beach at Bob and Em’s place, a day of good eats and good com-
pany. Challenger, Avenger, Britannic, and Sovereign were repre-
sented. (I hope I got everyone.)
   Shore Leave was soon upon us and I took a very scenic route, 
with little trafc and lots of corn, horses, and cows. I also spied 
the strangest street name-Thankless Lane. It was a bit of a hectic 
weekend, programming-wise...too much to see and no way to clone 
oneself. On Friday I gave blood and saw part of the latest Star 
Trek” Phase II offering, “Blood and Fire”, Parts 1 and 2. I left to 
grab a bit to eat, stopped at a science panel, and eventually went 
to “Meet the Pros” to get some books autographed. On Saturday, 
I got Malcolm McDowell’s autograph after the Region 7 meeting 
(summarized elsewhere) and bought more books. Now I have an 
even larger pile to read through. I went to some science panels 
and book panels. I dined with Alex, Matt, and Claire Halber. At 
night, I visited the tennis courts, where some telescopes were set 
up, and viewed Jupiter, the moon and M13 (the Hercules cluster). 
On Sunday I nished up my autograph gathering, sat in for some 

MEANWHILE, BACK ON 
THE BRIDGE...



AVENGER NEWS AN109/110         SUMMER 2008 ISSUE

DIVISION REPORTS
celebrity talks and chatted with the “Starship Farragut” people; 
they gave me a prop. Later in the day, I viewed some fan lms 
before heading out to Wildwood, actually Wildwood Crest. I 
met my brother and followed him to the rental place, where we 
spent the next few days (my mom, brother George, and nephew 
Lukas). The rental was a couple of blocks from the shore and, 
in the opposite direction, a few blocks from a bay with a fairly 
clear western horizon. I found out that a couple of my brother’s 
friends had the rental apartment behind ours. They did apologize 
for being loud one morning (from 3 AM on). A couple a blocks 
to the south was Farragut Avenue. I did some sightseeing. The 
library didn’t allow internet access for non-locals, so I gured I’d 
wait ‘til I got home; how bad could it possibly be? (1,000 spam 
messages and nearly 180 others to get through!) I caught up a bit 
on my magazine reading. On Tuesday, George, Lukas, and I went 
to a nearby lighthouse in North Wildwood. We got there after 
the tours were done (after 4 PM), so we toured the gardens and 
nearby grounds. Lukas and I took turns with my camera. I visited 
the lighthouse on my own on Tuesday and had a nice private 
tour. On Wednesday, my mom and I went to Cape May to visit 
the lighthouse, visitor center, and museum. There may have been 
some dolphins in the surf - I should have taken the binoculars - 
something was out in the water. On Thursday, I took Lukas to 
the aviation museum at the Naval Air Station Wildwood on the 
grounds of the Cape May Airport. The hangar was stiing hot. 
Lukas had a blast climbing into the various helicopters, but he 

wanted to go on all the planes, too. He managed to get his aunt to 
buy a nice souvenir. My nights were lled with star gazing. I do 
better with lines connecting the stars in the constellations. I looked 
at the Moon and Jupiter in the east, and Mars and Saturn, which 
were low in the west. I looked unsuccessfully for some galaxies and 
star clusters. I tried to look for Mercury on Wednesday morning, but 
my 5 AM arrival probably wasn’t early enough. We left for home 
around 2 PM after a stop by Celtic Shores, an Irish gift store, and 
made it home somewhere around 4:30 or  5:30.
   I’ve been reading, working on my thesis, (and writing articles 
for Avenger News); each day is looking like the next. I have the 
ction workshop to look forward to. Jumpcon seems to have gone 
down the tubes. I’m looking forward to the renaissance faires. 
Unfortunately, I get to go on another family vacation, my rst long 
road trip with Lukas. We are going to Virginia. Hopefully the state 
will survive the trip.
   The next couple of meetings will be at the North Brunswick 
Public Library, unless told otherwise. I’m not sure if the new 
benets with ‘Fleet membership are in effect yet, or when they go 
into effect. So besides taking all those Academy courses, one can 
soon get various discounts. Also, the C-Staff will begin planning 
for our 25th Anniversary, so stay tuned. Enjoy the Summer and I’ll 
see you in September.

Fleet Captain Judy

MEDICAL DIVISION

5

   Rain, rain, go away! Well, at least don’t come around so 
much, okay? This has been an extremely wet spring with, 
I think, more rainy days than nice days! Let me check my 
calendar...yup, it’s supposed to be Spring! One thing I’ve 
found is that because of our unusually mild winter with virtu-
ally little or no snow in many parts of our state and the high 
occurrences of rain, allergens are exploding everywhere! No 
matter who I talk to, they’re complaining of itchy and watery 
eyes, sneezing, and sinus headaches. Even folks who I know 
that don’t usually suffer from allergies are feeling the effects of 
increased pollen in the air.
   The best way to combat allergies? Don’t go outside, don’t 
open windows, essentially, stay inside all cooped up. Not! 
Seriously, being outdoors or in a room with open windows 
does increase our chances of an allergy attack. On warm 
days, try staying inside with the air conditioning on. The 
air is ltered and free of many of the offending allergens. 
Try some non-drowsy over-the-counter allergy medicine. See 
your doctor (not me!) for persistent allergies to inquire about 
prescription eye drops and steroidal nasal sprays. Any relief is 
better than suffering and it’s only going to get worse.
   Anyways, aside from pesky allergies, April and May have 
been somewhat quiet and at the same time interesting months. 
On Friday, May 2nd, Todd and I attended the Chiller Con in 
Parsippany, NJ. Man, was it crowded! Todd got to meet and 
have his picture taken with Ernest Borgnine (McHale’s Navy; 

Escape from New York; Airwolf). Ernest is 91 years young and he 
looks great! He was very personable, patient, and friendly to all of 
his fans.
   We also met some of the members of the “Clerks” movies, Jason 
Mewes, Brian O’Halloran, and Marilyn Ghigliotti. All three were 
friendly and glad to have their pictures taken by fans.
   The dealer’s room was incredible with all kinds of models, gu-
rines, costumes, accessories and a wide variety of books, comics, 
DVDs, and toys.  The dealer’s room was also very packed! There 
were a few costumed folks roaming around, but I am sure that the vast 
majority of costumes were seen over the weekend days.
   Some Avenger members participated in a garage sale on Saturday, 
May 3rd to raise money for the chapter. We sat outside of Norm Van 
Houten, our Chief of Operations’, house and froze with the chilly 
and rainy weather. There were some unique items brought out for 
the sale, but there were a lot of seriously disposable items left at 
the end of the day, and they were disposed of! The chapter raised 
$90, and interestingly enough, a few of us were buying items off of 
each other!
   So far this month, Todd and I have seen two excellent movies, 
“Ironman”-which in my book is a total must see...stay through the 
credits because there is an extra scene at the very end-and “Chronicles 
of Narnia: Prince Caspian”. This follow-up movie to the rst Narnia 
picture was extremely well done and quite entertaining (no extra 
scenes after the credits like there was in the rst movie, though). 
Eddie Izzard, who voiced the character of a mouse, stole 
the movie as far as I’m concerned! This is another do-
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not-miss movie! We’re also looking forward to the new 
Indiana Jones movie, which we’re hoping is a total home 
run.
   I had the opportunity back in late April to take a trip 
to Medieval Times, which I have not been to in many 
a year. I went with the pipe band to which I belong, 
“The Pipes and Drums of the Atlantic Watch”, and we 
had an amazing time! The horses that were ridden in the 
spectacle were nothing short of magnicent. We were also 
treated to a demonstration of falconry and a peregrine 
falcon was allowed to y free in the arena and made 
several circuits, often right above our heads. She was a 
sight to behold.
   Hopefully in the near future, I am looking to put 
together an away mission to the American Museum of 

Natural History for a one-of-a-kind exhibition on “The Horse”. This is the 
rst of its kind to delve into great detail on the evolutionary journey of the 
horse, the vital role that it played in our own history, and the majesty that is 
unique to these exquisite animals. I will be gathering information to present 
to the group, probably next month, and will try to make a day of it. The 
exhibit runs through January 9th, 2009.
   It’s getting late and there’s a good horse story somewhere that’s calling 
to me, so I will dim the lights here in sickbay, as there are only one or two 
allergy sufferers in residence, and read myself to sleep.

Until next time . . .
Commander Annie Slonski

Chief Medical Ofcer
U.S.S. Avenger

SCIENTIFIC METHODS
Greetings, All!
   I’m sitting down to write this column the day after 
the second and nal SciDiv event of Spring 2008. Yester-
day was an excellent day, and a ne trip to Longwood 
Gardens. Turnout was on the light side, but those of us 
who went had a great time. :) We couldn’t have asked for 
nicer weather, and things timed-out just right so that we 
got to see all the stuff we wanted to. One of the featured 
exhibits was a trio of treehouses placed at strategic loca-
tions around the gardens. The treehouses were tres cool!
   Along with three of us from the Avenger, we had two 
guests along, a friend of mine from work named Allison 
and her friend Doug, and they were both very impressed 
and had a great time, too. I love introducing cool places to 
friends, and this sure qualies!
   Also, a big thanks go out to LTJG Joanne Perkins for 
driving! It took a load off of me, and I appreciate it!
   So, now, we’re done with the SciDiv events for Spring 
‘08, and I’ll be taking a bit of a break to let some other 
folks lead the next couple of months’ worth of events. 
But in the meantime, I’ll be looking for ideas for the 
next trips/events, so as always, input is welcome! A few 
things we’re mulling over, but for which we have not yet 
made any solid plans, include a return to the battleship 
New Jersey and a trip to the NJ State Aquarium. We’re 
also thinking of revisiting some of the caves in eastern 
Pennsylvania, which we haven’t been to in a while.

   Of course, an ongoing quest has been to try to keep activity in the 
division up, and I have been concerned a little. One of our Sciences 
members was out-of-state this weekend, but two others, members who’ve 
previously been regulars at our meetings, have attended much less often 
lately. I’d just like to take a moment to let them know that they’re not 
forgotten, and that we miss them. I hope they’ll come out and play some 
more I the months to come. Our member who was out-of-state is also 
missed, and I sure wish she’d have some more time to join in on the 
cool stuff we’re doing!
   As part of all of that, and since I am again in the idea-gathering phase, 
I’ll ask this question, of each member of SciDiv: Is there something that 
you, as a member, would be really interested in having us do? Something 
that you’d make a real point of attending? Let me know.

   And with that, I’ll bring this issue’s column to a close. As usual, check 
out “Science Highlights” and let us know what you think. (And feel free 
to contribute your own suggestions for the coolest science events in the 
last couple of months!) Don’t forget the Events Calendar for some neat 
upcoming things to do. And if you’ve got any comments, suggestions or 
ideas, don’t hesitate to drop me a line. Take care, and ‘til next time…

Ad Astra!
 Alex 

ADM Alex Rosenzweig
Chief Science Ofcer

Look at this spiffy poster below and go 
buy one! The newest addition to our 
online repertoire is the Cutaway Poster 
of Avenger herself. Done by artist Chris 
Allan, this detailed poster matches up 
with the ofcial Avenger Blueprints and 
gives a detailed look inside our vessel. 
Take a look! It’s at our CaféPress store: 
http://www.cafepress.com/ussavenger
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FROM THE BELLY OF THE BEAST

the humans aboard the Axiom depicted as chubby and sedentary, 
all getting around in self-contained hover-chairs and taking their 
foodstuffs in what look like Slurpee cups. This indicates how 
over-dependent on technology people could become if they keep 
letting machines do all the work right down to the simple act of 
getting a manicure. Another thought-provoking moment in the 
lm is one scene where the ship’s captain looks at the gallery 
of pictures of past-generation captains...and as time goes on, 
each portrait shows a progressively fatter person. When the 
ship’s autopilot computer tries to stop the captain from overrid-
ing its program, we see the captain struggle upon to his feet, 
accompanied by the 2001 theme...like he decided to alter the 
course of human evolution in that one moment. All this is 
because of EVE’s discovery of the small plant WALL*E had in 
his collection, proving that Earth could once again support life.
   I must make note of an interesting comment I picked up 
about the lm. While attending the Shore Leave 30 convention 
recently in the Baltimore area, I heard one person describe 
WALL*E as “Silent Running Part Two”. If you remember Silent 
Running, the last of Earth’s plant life was blasted into space, 
with one remaining bio-dome being set adrift to be tended by 
one of the remaining drones that kept Bruce Dern’s character 
company before he self-destructed the Valley Forge. I thought 
about this remark and realized that it t perfectly. With humans 
having abandoned their home planet because it could no longer 
support life, the plant in the shoe symbolizes that nature had 
somehow started healing Earth and it was safe to come back.
   Perhaps the most moving portion of the lm is after the Axiom 
lands back on Earth, and WALL*E and EVE are reunited. We 
see the humans get off the ship and look around to see what their 
ancestors left behind. Later, we see a very cheerful captain tell a 
crowd of onlookers about the wonders of seeds and demonstrat-
ing how to plant them. After this, viewers are treated to end-
credit animation sequence depicting the reclamation of Earth and 
the humans’ re-evolution to start walking on their own again 
instead of relying on hover-chairs. The sequence is set to Peter 
Gabriel’s “Down To Earth”, a new song written and recorded 
for the lm.
   This is indeed a rst for Disney/Pixar, not to mention 
family lms in general. Top-notch animation, well-developed 
characters, outstanding sound design by Star Wars alumnus Ben 
Burtt, the both humorous and sweeping music score of Thomas 
Newman, cute robots for the kids to love, and a message for 
people of all ages to consider all combine to make “WALL*E” 
a denite landmark in lm-making. It is also ironic that this 
blockbuster comes at a time when many people are concerned 
about the environment. That could be why the soundtrack CD 
has been marketed in a recycled-paper “digi-pak” instead of the 
standard plastic jewel case. Interesting marketing for an interest-
ing movie. One may therefore wonder how the DVD release will 
be packaged when that comes out. Whether you consider this 
lm to be cutting-edge sci-, a love story, or a cautionary tale 
for humanity, “WALL*E” takes family entertainment light-years 
into the future.

By Matthew J. Rielly

“The Little Robot That Could”
We’re coming down to the ground
There’s no better place to go
We got snow upon the mountains
We got rivers down below
We’re coming down to the ground
We hear the birds sing in the trees
And the land will be looked after
We send the seeds out in the breeze
- Peter Gabriel (from the song “Down To Earth” from the lm “WALL*E”)

   It is extremely rare for a motion picture to both entertain, amuse, 
and even make one think, all at the same time. Few pictures fall into 
that category. Not even “2001: A Space Odyssey” comes anywhere 
close to the latest Disney-Pixar release, which showcases some 
of the nest computer-generated image animation since “Cars”. 
Ironically, the protagonist of the tale is probably one of the most 
endearing robots to hit the silver screen since R2-D2 and C-3PO. 
Furthermore, this little automaton says very little...but has enough 
personality to make up for its lack of vocabulary. Its designation 
is Waste Allocation Load Lifter Earth-class. Many lm-goers have 
come to know it, or him if you will, as WALL*E.
The story is set in the 28th century. Earth has long since been 
abandoned by its human inhabitants due to environmental problems. 
All that remain are the empty, crumbling cities; vast stretches of 
desert; rusting hulks of machines; and not much else. WALL*E 
is the only thing moving about the landscape, doing what it was 
designed to do: collect trash, compact it into cubes, and stack the 
cubes for later pickup. He lives in an old truck where he has various 
knick-knacks and chatchkes scattered about the shelves, and has a 
cockroach as his only companion. Over the centuries, while going 
about his lonely task of cleaning up garbage and piling compacted 
cubes as high as skyscrapers, he has somehow developed feelings 
and an insatiable curiosity about the world around him.
   His solitude is shattered when a spacecraft descends from the sky 
and discharges what turns out to be another robot. She is EVE, short 
for Extraterrestrial Vegetation Evaluator. When WALL*E sees her 
itting about the landscape, he actually falls in love. EVE is hesitant 
at rst, but slowly warms up to the little trash-compactor. However, 
when she discovers one of WALL*E’s souvenirs, an old shoe which 
happens to have a small plant growing out of it, she immediately 
grabs it and races back to her ship. The ship takes off, but not before 
WALL*E hitches a ride. EVE’s ship travels to the reaches of deep 
space to nally rendezvous with a larger vessel named the Axiom. 
Once they dock, WALL*E slips on board to nd a community of 
humans living in what appears to be absolute luxury, serviced by 
robots of every shape and size.
   There is a darker side to the story. We learn that the people 
who built the ship and sent it into space eventually found that no 
one could return to Earth because of too many toxins in the envi-
ronment. As with the Weyland-Yutani Corporation from the Alien 
lm franchise, this lm’s equivalent is the Buy-N-Large megastore 
chain. It represents the corporate culture that drives consumerism, 
albeit to extremes in this ctional setting. However, when we see all 
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“ADMIRAL, THERE BE WHALES HERE!”
By Annie Slonski

Deep Divers and “The Bends”

   Whales live their whole lives underwater. That, you 
may say, is an obvious statement, but take a moment to 
think about it. What does that involve, exactly? Well, for 
starters, they breed and give birth underwater. For a mostly 
social creature, they communicate underwater (except for 
the occasional breach and tail slapping of the water’s sur-
face). During their lives, they ght for dominance of a mate 
underwater. Then they feed underwater. In essence, they are 
born, live full lives, and die underwater.
   Some whales feed mostly at the surface, but have been 
known to dive deep for their food. The best 
example of this is the largest of the toothed 
whales, the Sperm Whale.
   Sperm Whales, along with their cousins, 
the Bottlenose Whale, are the gold med-
alists of the cetacean diving world. With 
the use of sonar tracking and time-depth 
recorders attached to these whales, deep 
dives of up to 6,000 feet (or more than 
one mile below the water’s surface) have 
been measured. Dives by these giants can 
last from anywhere between 20-minutes 
and one hour, with depths usually in the 
1,500-3,000 foot range and then rapid 
ascension to the surface without suffering 
the human equivalent of “the bends”.
   How is this possible, you ask? The 
answer is not simple, but it is a magni-
cently designed process. One aspect of this 
process is the whale’s ability to collapse its 
lungs, forcing air away from the alveoli, 
which are tiny, thin-walled air sacs found in large num-
bers within each lung. Oxygen enters the alveolus (singu-
lar) and leaves the blood as carbon dioxide. Essentially, 
gas is exchanged between the lungs and the blood. This 
gas exchange is important to these Olympian deep divers 
because it prevents the absorption of nitrogen into the 
blood and the subsequent development of high levels of 
nitrogen in the blood. This high nitrogen pressure leads to 
the formation of bubbles in the bloodstream that we term 
“the bends”. The collapsing of the whale’s lungs solves 
this problem.
   But, the loss of the gas exchange at depth has another, 
more important implication. The lungs of deep-diving 
whales cannot serve as a source of oxygen for them 
during their dives. However, deep divers rely on enhanced 
oxygen both in their muscles and in their blood. There 
are also other factors, such as blood volumes that are 
three to four times of those found in land-dwellers. The 
concentration of hemoglobin (an oxygen transport pro-

tein), in the blood is elevated to roughly 
twice that found in humans. Then there is 

the concentration of myoglobin (an oxygen storage protein in muscles) 
which is extremely elevated, measuring about 10 times more than that 
found in human muscle.
   These adaptations, along with other designs such as the lack of frontal 
cranial sinuses (found in humans) and large Eustachian tubes found in 
the inner ear, also help the Sperm Whales to successfully achieve their 
Herculean dives.
   Then there is the factor of the “spermaceti”. The spermaceti is a 
large organ which is encased in the whale’s head and surrounded by 
various nasal passages. It is composed of oil-lled connective tissue and a 
complex mass of muscle. In a large male, the spermaceti organ can hold 
as much as four tons of oil. 
   The spermaceti can be regulated to increase or decrease buoyancy. It 
has been widely recognized that during deep dives, the spermaceti cools 

and becomes denser, therefore allowing the whale to stay submerged and 
become less buoyant.
   One nal thought. Just how do whales maintain their inner core tempera-
ture when diving to such deep and cold depths? The answer lies within 
their blubber. The blubber is essentially a very thick layer of fat that 
insulates the body, therefore protecting the vital organs.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
Next time in Avenger News:  The anatomy of a sleek swimmer.

Sources:
Scientic American
http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=how-do-deep-diving-sea-cr

“How Low Can You Go: The Physiology of the Deep Diving Adaptations of Whales”                     
http://www.uwrf.edu/biology/electives_dir/444_dir/VSmith/Page1.html
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By Annie Slonski
   Over the years, the assumption that sharks are the only animals not subject to cancer has been gaining in popularity. This might stem 
from the fact that while sharks do indeed get cancer, they have a remarkable cancer shield.
   What it boils down to is that sharks seem to possess only one class of a broad-spectrum antibody serum, which is quite similar to 
that found in a human infant. A fascinating website that explores the biology of sharks and rays goes on to explain how in humans, 
this broad-spectrum serum antibody is replaced by antibodies which are more specic as the infant matures and is exposed to a greater 
variety of pathogens in its environment. The same is not true of sharks.
   Interestingly enough, sharks retain that non-specic immune response throughout their entire lives. This means that their non-specic 
immune system is one of the reasons why sharks are able to detoxify many potentially harmful compounds introduced into their 
environments without that prior exposure that triggers our antibodies to adapt and diversify.
   In experimental situations, sharks have been injected with carcinogens; coliform bacteria (rod-shaped bacteria that are normally 
found in the colons of humans and animals that can become serious contaminants when found in the food or water supply); and exotic 
fungal toxins introduced in such high concentrations that it would outright kill most other vertebrates. Sharks were able to detoxify 
these pathogens and have successfully survived without any ill effects.
   When dissecting almost any other vertebrate, we nd a simple, straightforward, one-to-one correlation among the many organ 
systems. To put it plainly, the lung is the lung, the liver is the liver, the spleen is the spleen, and so on. In sharks, they have all 
the expected internal organs of a gill-breathing vertebrate, but there is an extra something else there. That extra something else is 
called an “epigonal organ”. One epigonal organ lies beneath each kidney and is quite unique to sharks and other cartilaginous sh 
such as skates and rays.
   This organ is a completely well-developed pairing of organs. We do not fully understand where they came from or what they 
really do. Based on unpublished data, it is believed that this epigonal organ is composed of lymphoidal tissue and is correlated with 
blood cell-forming functions.
   Other recent data also indicate that this organ is the site of T-cell differentiation in cartilaginous shes and plays a vital role 
in their immune systems. If we step back and think about it, without long bones that serve as development sites for leukocytes or 
white blood cells which ght off infection, sharks have jury-rigged their own systems with a scrap of available tissue to assume 
the functions of the leukocytes.
   In mammals, there is a certain amount of “lag time” that follows the introduction of foreign substances (like cancer) into their 
bodies. As stated earlier, the bone marrow produces immune cells which are mobilized to ght off the invading foreign substance 
on an as-needed basis. This is not the case with sharks. Signicant numbers of immune cells are produced in their organs (spleen, 
thymus and other unique tissues) and normally circulate in their bloodstream.  When a foreign substance is introduced into their bodies, 
the immune cells already oating around may be able to have an immediate response, without the lag time found in mammals. The 
result is a much more efcient immune response.
   Sharks have survived some 400 million years. Might their longevity be due to their extraordinary physiology that makes them 
resistant to diseases such as cancer?
   The answer is a denite maybe. While sharks do have a very low incidence of the disease, many of the conclusions are anecdotal 
and not hard, solid fact.
   One thing that is fact is that systematic surveys of sharks are difcult to conduct, at best, for a couple of reasons. First there is 
the factor that capturing sharks in large numbers to do these systematic surveys is extremely time-consuming. Second, performing the 
actual cancer tests would most likely kill those same large numbers of sharks.
   With shark hunting on the rise to produce things like shark-n soup and supplements from their ground-up cartilage, which have been 
touted to “cure cancer”, those kind of systematic surveys are not the most popular or viable options.
   For now, we just keep trying to ask the right questions, continue to do research, both in laboratory settings and in the eld, and 
hopefully we will eventually come up with the right answers.

Sources:
National Geographic News
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2003/08/0820_030820_sharkcancer.html

Biology of Sharks and Rays
http://www.elasmo-research.org/index.html

SHARKS: SUCCESSFUL CANCER SURVIVORS
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Compiled By Alex Rosenzweig
Welcome to “Science Highlights”! In this column, members of the Sciences Division (and sometimes others, too!) speak out about 
something science related that they thought was of particular interest since the last issue of Avenger News. So, without further ado, 
let me turn the spotlight on… Science!

Finding Even Older Ancestors
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
When did pre-humans get to Europe?

From Science News:
   “Fossil nds in Spain have yielded 
the earliest known skeletal evidence of 
human ancestors in Europe, according 
to a new report. A fossil jaw and tooth from the same individual, found 
during excavations of a cave called Sima del Elefante in northern Spain’s 
Atapuerca Mountains, date to between 1.2 million and 1.1 million years old, say 
anthropologist Eudald Carbonell of Universitat Rovira i Virgili in Tarragona, 
Spain, and his colleagues.
   “The investigators assign the new discoveries to the species Homo antecessor. 
A decade ago, they identied 800,000-year-old fossils from another Atapuerca 
site as H. antecessor. In the Spanish scientists’ view, H. antecessor was an 
evolutionary precursor of European Neanderthals and modern humans.
   “Many scientists remain skeptical of that proposal and classify the 
Spanish fossils as the oldest examples of Homo heidelbergensis, a roughly 
600,000-year-old species rst found in Germany a century ago.
   “However this debate plays out, the Sima del Elefante fossils ‘provide the 
oldest direct evidence, to our knowledge, for a human presence in Europe,’ 
Carbonell says.”

Curious? For more info, take a look at: http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/
9536/title/European_Roots_Human_ancestors_go_back_in_time_in_Spanish_cave
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Tiny Particles and Big Effects
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
Very small mineral bits can have profound effects on our world...

From Science Daily:
   “The ubiquity of tiny particles of minerals--mineral nanoparticles--in oceans 
and rivers, atmosphere and soils, and in living cells are providing scientists with 
new ways of understanding Earth’s workings. Our planet’s physical, chemical, 
and biological processes are inuenced or driven by the properties of these 
minerals.
   “So states a team of researchers from seven universities in a paper published 
recently in the journal Science: “Nanominerals, Mineral Nanoparticles, and 
Earth Systems.”
   The way in which these innitesimally small minerals inuence Earth’s 
systems is more complex than previously thought, the scientists say.
   “ ‘This is an excellent summary of the relevance of natural nanoparticles in 
the Earth system,’ said Enriqueta Barrera, program director in NSF’s Division 
of Earth Sciences. ‘It shows that there is much to be learned about the role of 
nanominerals, and points to the need for future research.’ “

To learn more, visit: http://news.aol.com/story/_a/distant-stars-explosion-
shatters-record/20080321184809990001

A Tibetan Plateau Rose in Stages
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
The uplift of a plateau in Tibet appears to have occurred a bit at a time, in 
distinct stages, according to new research.

From Science Daily:
   “The vast Tibetan Plateau--the world’s highest and largest plateau, bordered 

by the world’s highest mountains--has long challenged geologists 
trying to understand how and when the region rose to such spec-
tacular heights. New evidence from an eight-year study by U.S. 
and Chinese researchers indicates that the plateau rose in stages, 
with uplift occurring rst 
in the central plateau and 
later in regions to the north 
and south.
   “’The middle part of the 
plateau was uplifted rst 
at least 40 million years 
ago, while the Himalayan 
Range in the south and also 
the mountains to the north 
were uplifted signicantly later,’ said Xixi Zhao, a research scien-
tist at the University of California, Santa Cruz.
   “The team found marine fossils suggesting that the now lofty 
Himalayas remained below sea level at a time when the central 
plateau was already at or near its modern elevation, Zhao said. The 
average elevation of the plateau today is more than 4,500 meters.”

Want to know more? Look here: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/
2008/03/080324173542.htm
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Language and the Human Brain: Some Unique Connec-
tions
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
It turns out that the Human brain has some unique characteristics 
which are apparently linked to the power of speech.

From World Science:
   “Researchers have identied a language feature that they say is 
unique to the human brain and is shedding light on how human 
language evolved. Human brain cells have more complex intercon-
nections in and around brain areas linked to language, the scientists 
explain. 
   “The study marks the rst use of diffusion tensor imaging, a non-
invasive imaging technique, to compare human brain structures to 
those of chimpanzees, our closest living relative.
   “The researchers at Emory University’s Yerkes National Primate 
Research Center in Georgia studied the arcuate fasciculus, a path-
way that connects brain regions known to be involved in human 
language. 
   “These parts of the brain include the so-called Broca’s area in the 
frontal lobe, toward the front of the head, and Wernicke’s area in 
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the temporal lobe, at the side of the head. 
   “The researchers compared the size and trajectory of the arcuate fasciculus 
in humans, rhesus macaques and chimpanzees. The human version has 
‘much larger and more widespread projection to areas in the middle temporal 
lobe, outside of the classical Wernicke’s area,’ said James Rilling of Yerkes, 
who led the study.”

To discover more, look here: http://www.world-science.net/othernews/
080324_language
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Star Systems are of a Type Never Before Encountered
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
A new star system was found that was the rst of its kind…until they 
discovered one more...

From Spaceight Now:
   “Astronomers have spied a faraway star system that is so unusual, it 
was one of a kind -- until its discovery helped them pinpoint a second 
one that was much closer to home.
   “In a paper published in a recent issue of the Astrophysical Journal 
Letters, Ohio State University astronomers and their colleagues suggest 
that these star systems are the progenitors of a rare type of supernova. 
   “They discovered the rst star system 13 million light years away, 
tucked inside Holmberg IX, a small galaxy that is orbiting the larger 
galaxy M81. They studied it between January and October 2007 with the 
Large Binocular Telescope (LBT) on Mt. Graham in Arizona. 
   “The star system is unusual, because it’s what the astronomers have 
called a ‘yellow supergiant eclipsing binary’ -- it contains two very 
bright, massive yellow stars that are very closely orbiting each other. In 
fact, the stars are so close together that a large amount of stellar material 
is shared between them, so that the shape of the system resembles a 
peanut. 
...
   “Jose Prieto, Ohio State University graduate student and lead author 
on the journal paper, analyzed the new star system as part of his doctoral 
dissertation. In his research, he scoured the historical record to determine 
whether his group had indeed found the rst such binary.
   “To his surprise, he uncovered another one a little less than 230,000 
light years away in the Small Magellanic Cloud, a small galaxy that 
orbits our own Milky Way.”

For more info, hop over to: http://spaceightnow.com/news/n0804/
01starsystem/

Diamonds May be Quantum Computing’s Best Friend
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
The ability of a diamond’s structure to cocoon atoms may pave the way 
for quantum computing using the gems.

From Science News:
   “Diamond is cool-even at room temperature. The stiff crystalline 
structure that makes diamond nature’s hardest material can shield an 
atom from heat vibrations-not forever, but a lot longer than in other 
materials.
   “Physicists have now learned to use that ultimate cocoon quality to 
store and manipulate information in single atoms at room temperature-
feats that in other materials require getting to the neighborhood of 
absolute zero. Because its atoms can store the notoriously peculiar 
quantum information, diamond has become a candidate material for 
use in future quantum computers. Such devices would rely on quan-
tum weirdness to perform certain tasks that would take an ordinary 
computer till the end of time.
   “Diamond, specically articial diamond, could also nd more 
imminent applications, such as communicating data with unbreakable 
encryption or even advancing the understanding of quantum theory 
itself. Powering these applications would require just tiny articial-
diamond chips along with inexpensive tools such as simple lasers.
   “ ‘The beauty of diamond is that it brings all of this physics to a 
desktop,’ says David Awschalom of the University of California, Santa 
Barbara (UCSB).” 

Want to know more? Go to: http://www.sciencenews.org/view/feature/id/
9547/title/Quantum_Cocoon
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Grand canyon Might be Older Than Previously Imagined
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
A new study suggests that the Grand Canyon might be old enough to 
have had dinosaurs roaming along its edge.

From World Science:
   “The Grand Canyon may be so old that dinosaurs once lumbered 
along its rim, new research suggests. This comes shortly after another 
study that already seemed to raise the canyon’s estimated age, though 
not nearly as much.
   “’The Grand Canyon has an older prehistory than many had 
thought,’ said Rebecca Flowers, a geologist at the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder. Flowers is lead author of the study, to appear in the 
May issue of the Geological Society of America Bulletin.

   “Flowers and colleagues 
used a technique called radio-
metric dating to conclude that 
the Grand Canyon may have 
formed more than 55 million 
years ago. That pushes back 
by 40 million to 50 million 
years the assumed origins of 
the enormous gorge, in north-
ern Arizona.

   “The researchers gathered evidence from rocks in the canyon and 
on surrounding plateaus thought to have been deposited near sea level 
several hundred million years ago. Later, the Earth’s crust pushed 
upwards and eroded in the area to form the canyon. 
   “ ‘As rocks moved to the surface in the Grand Canyon region, 
they cooled off,’ said Flowers, adding that her team reconstructed the 
ancient layout by determining the cooling history. The team believes 
an ancestral canyon developed along the eastern section of the current 
one some 55 million years ago, only later linking with other parts that 
developed separately.”

For more on this story, check out: http://www.world-science.net/
othernews/080410_canyon
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Buckyballs are Microbe-Safe
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
Manufactured buckyballs have been found not to harm microbes which 
are designed to clean the environment.

From Science Daily:
   “Even large amounts of manufactured nanoparticles, also known 
as Buckyballs, don’t faze microscopic organisms that are charged with 
cleaning up the environment, according to Purdue University researchers.
   “In the rst published study to examine Buckyball toxicity on microbes 
that break down organic substances in wastewater, the scientists used 

an amount of the nanoparticles on 
the microbes that was equivalent 
to pouring 10 pounds of talcum 
powder on a person. Because 
high amounts of even normally 
safe compounds, such as talcum 
powder, can be toxic, the 
microbes’ resiliency to high 
Buckyball levels was an impor-
tant nding, the Purdue investiga-
tors said.”

Want to know more? Point your 

browsers to: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/
2008/04/080408160640.htm

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ancient Dragons have 
“Advanced” Skulls
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
The komodo dragon has a skull 
that might have been designed by 
modern engineers.

From Science Daily:
   “The fearsome Komodo dragon 
is the world’s largest living lizard and can take very large animal prey: 
now a new international study has revealed how it can be such an efcient 
killing machine despite having a wimpy bite and a featherweight skull.
   “A member of the goanna family with ancestors dating back more 
than 100 million years, the dragon (Varanus komodoensis) uses a com-
bination of 60 razor-sharp serrated teeth, powerful neck muscles and 
what researchers are calling a “space-frame” skull to butcher prey with 
awesome efciency, the study found.
   They note that the dragon -- inhabiting the central Indonesian islands 
of Komodo, Rinca, Flores, Gili Motang and Gili Dasami -- shares the 
feeding and dental characteristics of extinct dinosaurs, sharks and saber-
toothed cats. Scientists Karen Moreno and Stephen Wroe from the Uni-
versity of New South Wales have used a computer-based technique called 
Finite Element Analysis (FEA) to test the bite force and feeding mechan-
ics of the predator. Their ndings are to be published in the latest issue 
of the Journal of Anatomy.”

To nd out more, check out: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/
04/080414091357.htm

Brrr….! Mars is Cold!
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
Data from the Mars Reconnaissance 
Orbiter suggests that the interior of Mars 
is a good deal colder than previously 
thought.

From Spaceight Now:
   “New observations from NASA’s Mars 
Reconnaissance Orbiter indicate that the 
crust and upper mantle of Mars are stiffer and colder than previously 
thought.
   “The ndings suggest any liquid water that might exist below the 
planet’s surface, and any possible organisms living in that water, would 
be located deeper than scientists had suspected. 
   “ ‘We found that the rocky surface of Mars is not bending under the 
load of the north polar ice cap,’ said Roger Phillips of the Southwest 
Research Institute in Boulder, Colo. Phillips is the lead author of a new 
report appearing in the online version of Science. ‘This implies that the 
planet’s interior is more rigid, and thus colder, than we thought before.’ 
   “The discovery was made using the Shallow Radar instrument on the 
spacecraft, which has provided the most detailed pictures to date of the 
interior layers of ice, sand and dust that make up the north polar cap on 
Mars. The radar images reveal long, continuous layers stretching up to 
1,000 kilometers, or about one-fth the length of the United States.”

To learn more, proceed to: http://spaceightnow.com/news/n0805/
15marsinterior/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Extinctions from Extra-
terrestrial Causes?
Contributed by Alex Rosenz-
weig
Some research indicates that 
where we’ve been in the 
galaxy might be linked to 
mass extinctions.

From World Science:
   “The sun’s movement through the Milky Way galaxy regularly sends 
comets hurtling to the inner solar system, coinciding with mass extinc-
tions, a study claims.
   “The dinosaurs were victims, the researchers say, and we might suffer 
next. ‘We are presently in, or very close to, the peak of an impact 
episode,’ they wrote, in ndings to be published in the research journal 
Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society.
   “The team at the Cardiff Centre for Astrobiology in Cardiff, U.K., built 
a computer model of our solar system’s movement. They found that it 
‘bounces’ up and down through the plane of the galaxy, like a sand grain 
going up and down through a pancake.
   “As we cross the densest part, gravitational forces from the surrounding 
giant gas and dust clouds dislodge comets from their paths, the research-
ers argued. These plunge into the solar system, some of them hitting 
Earth, as occurred around when the dinosaurs died out 65 million years 
ago.”

To nd out more, check out: http://www.world-science.net/othernews/
080503_galaxy

-------------------------------------------------------------
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Seeing the Nanoforest for the Nanotrees
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
The discovery of new congurations of microscopic wires might offer ways to make our gadgets even smaller.

From World Science:
   “Some gadgets-like iPods and laptop computers-just keep getting smaller. And scientists are trying to shrink them even 
further, using parts as small as a human hair is wide. But in making parts so tiny, it’s hard to create building blocks 
that stack into neat patterns.
   “Researchers studying this problem say they’ve stumbled on a potentially useful process that also creates beautiful 
structures: ‘trees’ from wires only a few atoms thick.

Where were you when...
Compiled By Alex Rosenzweig

Operation Wallpaper Rutgers:
1) Defying concerns about rain, the weather turned out ne for a hike?   (AR)
2) Todd, Alex, and Dale traveled across two Rutgers campuses and posted over 250 mini-posters?  (AR)
3) The team discovered mini-posters from two previous iterations of this project in the Astronomy building?  (AR)
4) Alex was very jealous, because the Busch Campus Center’s food court was better by far than what he had when he was a student 
living on that campus?  (AR)

Avenger Yard Sale:
5) The yard sale team gathered everything from utter schlock to home appliances, in order to clear out our old storage and raise 
some money for the ship?  (AR)
6) Norm, Alex, Todd, and Annie played “construction gang” to erect a canopy under which the group could shelter, just in case 
of rain?  (AR)
7) When all was said and done, $90 of merchandise was sold, including some cases of members buying from each other?  (AR)

Longwood Gardens Trip:
8) Alex, Judy, Joanne, and two guests-Alex’s co-worker Allison and her friend Doug-traveled south to explore the gardens?  (AR) 
9) Despite concerns about possible rain, the weather proved utterly gorgeous?  (AR)
10) The special exhibition of three treehouses was delightfully entertaining, as we explored the structures and discovered their creative 
reuse of materials?   (AR)
11) Color was everywhere, with a profusion of owers of every shade spread amongst the beautiful layouts of the gardens’ landscape?  
(AR)
12) Allison became totally fascinated with a display of orchids in the Conservatory, and took many pictures?   (AR)
13) The topiary garden brought smiles of delight to the group?  (AR)
14) The many fountains and water displays proved a wonderful attraction?  (AR)
15) The laws of physics were tested as coins of various sizes were tossed into the Eye of Water?  (AR)
16) Three cats who inhabited the gardens attracted passers-by, and proved that they were not only well-adapted to interacting with 
humans that they didn’t know, but were also total attention-hogs?  (AR)

ADM Alex Rosenzweig, this column’s compiler, would like to thank everyone who sent in contributions to this column. Of course, 
more are always needed. If you want to share something that happened at an Avenger, STARFLEET, or Star Trek event, please 
send your contributions to Alex at: 
980 Linwood Place  North Brunswick, NJ  08902-2267   
email: alexr@tellurian.com

   “ ‘At the beginning we saw just a couple of trees, and we said, ‘What the heck is going on here?’ ‘ said University of Wisconsin-Madison 
chemist Song Jin.
   “The trees turned out to represent a new way of growing such ‘nanowires’, scientists said, which could lead to new and better ‘nanomaterials’ for 
many applications. Nanomaterials are materials so minute that they have structures designed as small as a few atoms in size. They have potential uses 
in devices including circuits, lasers, biosensors, solar cells, light-emitting diodes and lasers.
   “The structures grown by Jin and graduate student Matthew Bierman look like pine trees, with a trunk and branches swirling around the trunk like a 
spiral staircase. The scientists grew a whole forest of the metal trees, each standing as tall as the width of a few human hairs.”

For more information, surf to: http://www.world-science.net/exclusives/080501_nanotrees
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By Alex Rosenzweig
   “Space, The Final Frontier...  These are the continuing voyages of the starship Avenger. Her ongoing mission: to explore strange, 
new worlds; to seek out new life and new civilizations; to boldly go where no one has gone before.”

   Many members’ questions have dealt with the ctional Avenger. Since we call for members to make up personnel les for their characters, 
members want to know just how our ctional universe works. What does the ctional Avenger do? How does it t into the Star Trek Universe 
as portrayed on TV and in the lms, books, comics, etc.? To answer these questions, and to (hopefully) keep you folks entertained, this series 
of articles was born. 

   For this issue, we take another peek at the Avenger’s chronology, as chronicled in the many tales written by our members. In this segment, we look 
back to 2295 and 2296. It was a busy time, both in the Trekverse at large, and aboard the Avenger. Let’s go see...

TIMELINE OF AVENGER HISTORY, PART V
(All Years - Terran Calendar)

2295 (February):
The Avenger’s eighth shipboard re-lizard hatching takes place.   [“A Voyage to Pern”--Extrapolation]
The Avenger arrives at Starbase 38, where it remains for ten days undergoing reprovisioning and equipment ret. During this time, the crew takes 
leave. Commander Elizabeth Faraday, also on the base, informs Vice Admiral Rosenzweig that she has fallen in love with another man. Rosenzweig 
is heartbroken.  [“Be Not as an Island”]

2295 (February-March):
Following the layover at Starbase 38, the Avenger travels to the Alhembri Star System to conduct a survey. On Alhembri V, two land
 ing parties make contact with a band of energy creatures exploring the galaxy. The creatures attempt to learn about emotions by probing 
those of the Avenger crew. Forced to deal with his feelings, Vice Admiral Rosenzweig begins his recovery from heartbreak.   [“Be Not as an 
Island”]

2295 (May):
A wargames exercise between the ghter squadrons of Space Station Shadowstar, CH 1703 Lexington, FH 1860 Avenger, and FT 1842 Accord is 
scheduled. Other ships, including ST 652 Thagard, are to be present as observers. A task force of Tholian vessels attempts to attack the station, but is 
thwarted. The exercise is rescheduled to October.   [Shadowstar Timeline]

2295 (June):
The Avenger completes its 5-year mission and returns to Earth.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9506.28]
Citing unhappiness with the administrative duties of the post, Lt. Commander Amy Wilson steps down as Chief of Operations, and re
 turns to the post of Chief Flight Ofcer. She is succeeded as Chief of Operations by Lt. Commander Sasha Graevyn.   [Avenger Status 
Report--SD9506.28, SD9507.29]

2295 (July):
Following a one-month layover for refurbishment, the Avenger begins a new 5-year mission. The Command Staff is as follows:
   Commanding Ofcer: Admiral Alex Rosenzweig
   Executive Ofcer: Commander Carlos Maldonado, Jr.
   Second Ofcer: Captain Bob Fillmore
   Chief Science Ofcer: Lt. Commander August Ciufo
   Chief Medical Ofcer: Commander Wendy Fillmore
   Chief of Operations: Lt. Commander Sasha Graevyn
   Chief Engineer: Commander George Padovan
   Chief of Communications: Lt. Commander Michael Klufas
   Chief of Security: Lt. Commander Robert Csuti [Avenger Personnel Roster--9507]

2295 (August):
The Avenger assists in emergency repairs on Deep Space Station K-12.   [“A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Norpin”]
Following the repairs to K-12, Avenger is routed to Starbase 7 to pick up retiring Admiral Jean-Luc Lassard and bring him and his family, including 
three young children, to Norpin V. When the youngest child wanders off, he precipitates a chain of events that disrupts the ship’s routine, including 
causing a loss of gravity on several decks and minor injuries to a few crewmembers. After an extensive search, the child is found and returned to his 
parents. The remainder of the trip takes place without incident.  [“A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Norpin”]
The Avenger’s ninth shipboard re-lizard hatching takes place.   [“A Voyage to Pern”--Extrapolation]
Delegations from Space Station Shadowstar, as well as the starships Aceh, Corregidor, Lucid, Helin, Jayapura, Avenger, and Diponegoro attend the 
Zancmar Hodgkins Memorial Xenosociological Conference on Avalon.   [Shadowstar Timeline]

AVENGER FICTION
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2295 (October):
The wargames exercise at Space Station Shadowstar, rescheduled from May and now codenamed Exercise Ramayana, takes place. Shadowstar 
practices with its newly-assigned fth ghter-squadron, consisting of newly-designed Yellowjacket-class heavy ghters.  [Shadowstar Timeline]

2295 (November):
Lt. Commander Robert Csuti (Chief of Security) and Lt. Commander rRham ‘ho ‘tzt Tzen (Asst. Chief of Security) trade positions.   [Avenger 
Status Report--SD9511.29]

2296 (February):
Commander Wendy Fillmore resigns as Chief Medical Ofcer, and is repositioned as a Data Administration Ofcer. She is succeeded as Chief 
Medical Ofcer by Lt. Commander Donna J. Urbanavage.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9603.01]

2296 (March):
Lt. Commander Michael Klufas resigns as Chief of Communications, and is repositioned as a Command Advisor. He is succeeded as Chief of 
Communications by Lt. Commander Rhea Naylorr.   [Avenger Status Report--SD9603.31]
En route to UFC-6763 for a survey mission, the Avenger hits a quantum lament not far from the Romulan Neutral Zone. While the ship is disabled, 
a Romulan vessel res a long-range torpedo at it. The ship is saved from imminent destruction when the entire complement of re-lizards teleports 
it out of the way of the incoming torpedo. However, when the torpedo explodes while the re-lizards are in the act of teleporting back inside, 
they are all lost.     [“The Greatest Sacrice”]

2296 (April):
The Avenger hosts a delegation from the planet Ichthyos, which is resolving internal disputes. Negotiations on board ship pave the way toward an 
alliance with the Federation.   [“Good Morning, Recreation”]

2296 (August):
An annihilation weapon is set off on the planet ch’Rhailan. FT 1842 Accord is disabled and Captain Anbinder presumed killled. The Avenger and TT 
3916 Lagrange are sent to tow FT 1842 Accord to Starbase 52.   [Accord Timeline]
Having received word that Star Fleet considers the evidence of Captain Anbinder’s survival insufcient, Commander Kinne and Admiral Rosenzweig 
call a council of their most trusted ofcers, including Kinne, Cohen, Getty, Buck, and Captain Carlos Maldonado, Jr. They decide that Rosenzweig 
will use his inuence to get leave for himself, Kinne, and Cohen, and the three of them will go in search of Anbinder privately. Cohen, insisting he 
knows where a ship can be found who will be able to do the job well and inexpensively, takes off for the Triangle. Maldonado, recognizing that he 
will need an Accord ofcer who knows the New Colonies situation if Avenger is to successfully do Accord’s job while it’s in dock, asks for Major 
Getty to be appointed his acting XO.   [Accord Timeline]

2296 (October):
The Avenger begins a patrol-run near the Romulan Neutral Zone.     [“Time Waits for No Man”]
Captain Bob Fillmore is thrown through space and time, the result of a botched experiment in creating a time machine. Fillmore ends up 2,000 years 
in the past on the plane Veshkam III, a planet within the Neutral Zone. In deance of Star Fleet orders, the Avenger proceeds to the planet and embarks 
on a rescue mission into the past, using a shuttlecraft and a new version of Fillmore’s apparatus. Fillmore is rescued, and the shuttlecraft and rescue 
team return to the present, after which the Avenger quickly leaves the Neutral Zone.  [“Time Waits for No Man”]

2296 (November):
Commander Wendy Fillmore learns that she is pregnant, and preparations begin for her transfer to the Star Fleet Publications Ofce at Star Fleet 
Headquarters on Earth.     [“Time Waits for No Man”]

[Most of the stories referred to herein may be found on the Avenger website. Hop over to the Fiction Logs section and take a look! If you don’t 
nd what you’re looking for, contact ADM Rosenzweig.]

* * * * * * * * * * 
   In future articles, we’ll continue to talk about what’s aboard the ship, how various systems work, crew specics, etc. (Members are urged to suggest topics. If there’s something you want to know about the ship, chances are 
that someone else wants to know, too. So send in your questions, and we’ll try to get answers for you in upcoming columns.)
   This column also supports short stories! Stories should be no more than 4 pages in 10-point type, and can be about anything in the Avenger Universe. (Serializations are also accepted, but the story must be submitted 
complete, and arrangements with the column editor and Avenger News editor for serialization will be made ahead of time.) We hope everyone will take the opportunity to contribute to the tales of the Avenger.   To help you out, 
we’re also running story ideas each issue. These aren’t eshed out, but are jumping-off points from which stories may evolve. If you do see an idea listed here that you’d like to build a story from, let me know, so that we don’t 

get multiple members working on the same idea. And here we have the next suggestions...
   1] The Avenger is transporting an ambassadorial delegation when it encounters an anomaly that drains power in a way that looks like computer usage (spies? and 
with all these ambassadors on board? Uh-oh…).
   2] An important Federation scientist has crashed on a xenophobic/xeno-ignorant world and has been imprisoned. He has a [valuable item X]. The Avenger must send 
down a rescue team and get him out of there without causing any further trouble.

   Finally, as a part of this series, we include character-les of members of the crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-le, great! If not, why not try making one? We’ll 
try to publish one or two each issue, as space and contributions permit. We’re always looking for members to create les for their own characters. If you’re interested in 

creating a le for your ctional character, or updating an existing le, contact ADM Rosenzweig for help/information.
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Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek books...

Available June 2008:
   Terok Nor: Dawn of the Eagles (ST:DS9), by S.D. Perry and Britta Dennison
   As violence all across Bajor continues to escalate, Cardassian forces tighten their grip on the captive planet, driving back the resistance at every 
turn; but on Terok Nor and elsewhere, the winds of change are stirring-the beginnings of a hurricane that will alter the landscape of the Occupation. 
And while secret dealings, shifting alliances, and personal demons buoy the wings of revolution, a mysterious shape-shifting life form begins a 
journey that will decide the fate of worlds.

   These Haunted Seas (ST:DS9, Trade Paperback Omnibus), by David R. George and Heather Jarman
   Reprinting the rst two books of the “Mission Gamma” miniseries.

Available July 2008:
   Fearful Symmetry (ST:DS9), by Olivia Woods
   In our universe, a Cardassian sleeper agent--Iliana Ghemor--was once surgically altered to resemble and replace resistance ghter Kira Nerys, 
future Star Fleet captain and hero of the planet Bajor’s liberation. That plan never reached fruition, and the fate of the agent remained unknown...until 
now. Robbed of the past sixteen years, Iliana Ghemor is back with a vengeance. Over a decade and a half of imprisonment and abuse by her former 
masters has brought her to the brink of madness, sustained only by the twisted belief that she is, in fact, the real Kira Nerys. She has already 
made one near-successful attempt on the real Kira’s life, but instead of assuming the identity of the woman she was intended to replace, Ghemor 
has set her sights on the most unexpected target of all: Kira’s other double, the malicious Intendent, Bajor’s iron-sted ruler in the alternate reality 
commonly known as the “Mirror Universe”. But far more is unfolding in the Mirror Universe than Ghemor realizes, and the heroes of Deep Space 
Nine somehow must stop the false Kira without derailing the delicate ow of history that must unfold if both universes, and countless others, are to 
survive. Parallel stories set in both universes reect and build upon each other in this Two-in-One “Flip Book”, the continuation of both the ongoing 
DS9 saga as well as the Mirror Universe line of books.

   Myriad Universes: Innity’s Prism (ST:All, Trade Paperback Anthology), by Christopher L. Bennett, William Leisner, and James Swallow
   It’s been said that for any event, there is an innite number of possible outcomes. Our choices determine which outcome will follow, and 
therefore all possibilities that could happen do happen across countless alternate realities. In these divergent realms, known history is bent, like 
white light through a prism-broken into a boundless spectrum of what-might-have-beens. But in those myriad universes, what might have been...is 
what actually happened.
   A Less Perfect Union, by William Leisner: More than a hundred years after the Terra Prime movement achieved its dream of an isolationist Earth, 
humanity is once again at a fork in the river of history...and the path it follows may ultimately be determined by the voice of a single individual: 
the sole surviving crewmember of the rst starship Enterprise.
   Places of Exile, by Christopher L. Bennett: Midway through Voyager’s journey across the galaxy, Captain Kathryn Janeway and Commander 
Chakotay must choose whether to brave a deadly war zone or abandon their quest for home. But an attack by Species 8472 cripples the ship, and the 
stranded crew must make new choices that will reshape their destinies...and that of the Delta Quadrant itself.
   Seeds of Dissent, by James Swallow: Khan victorious! Almost four centuries after conquering their world, genetically enhanced humans dominate 
a ruthless interstellar empire. But the warship Deance, under its augmented commander, Princeps Julian Bashir, makes a discovery that could shake 
the pillars of his proud civilization: an ancient sleeper ship from Earth named the Botany Bay.

Available August 2008:
   Myriad Universes: Echoes and Refractions (ST:All, Trade Paperback Anthology), by Keith R. A. DeCandido, Chris Roberson, and Geoff 
Trowbridge
   It’s been said that for any event, there is an innite number of possible outcomes. Our choices determine which outcome will follow, and 
therefore all possibilities that could happen do happen across countless alternate realities. In these divergent realms, known history is bent, like 
white light through a prism-broken into a boundless spectrum of what-might-have-beens. But in those myriad universes, what might have been...is 
what actually happened.
   The Chimes at Midnight, by Geoff Trowbridge: In a continuum where Spock died during childhood, an Andorian named Thelin became Captain 
Kirk’s stalwart friend and rst ofcer. But at the moment of Khan’s nal defeat, history takes an even stranger turn, and the emerging potential of 
Project Genesis is revealed as the galaxy’s greatest hope...and its most ominous threat.
   A Gutted World, by Keith R. A. DeCandido: Terrorist Kira Nerys - from a Bajor that was never liberated - may hold the key to winning a 
war that has engulfed half the galaxy. But with the Romulans and the Klingons at each other’s throats, and the Federation pulled into the conict, 
even victory may not bring salvation.
   Brave New World, by Chris Roberson: Dr. Noonien Soong’s dream has been realized: androids are now woven inextricably into the fabric of the 
Federation, revolutionizing Star Fleet and transforming the quality of humanoid life. But when Soong’s long-missing breakthrough creation, Data, 
mysteriously resurfaces, civilization reaches a crossroads that could lead to a bright new future, or to ruin.

TREK BOOK NEWS
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10 August 2008 - Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program TBD. Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: CAPT Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu

23 August 2008 - New York Renaissance Faire
Tuxedo, NY, 10:00 AM
In costume, or not, makes no difference, a fantastic time to be had by all at the New York Renaissance Fair. 
Join us for a day in the Kingdom. Knights, Jousting, swords, pirates singing shanties,  Shakespeare performed 
in the most perverse of manners…. It’s all happening at the NY Renfair. Admission coupons and online ticket 
purchases available at their ofcial website: http://www.renfair.com/NY/ 

11 October 2008 -  U.S.S. Challenger’s 20th Anniversary
Seaside Heights Community Center
USS Challenger is going to have a three-course catered event at the Seaside Heights Community Center. The 
cost will be $25.00 instead of the previous party’s cost of $50.00 We still plan to have the same music, memories 
and milestones, hopefully with some more folks able to join us due to the lower cost.

17-19 October 2008 - Watkins Glen Weekend
Ramada Inn, Ithaca, NY and Watkins Glen State Park, Watkins Glen, NY
Hike the park’s gorge trails and enjoy good food with friends.
Event Website: http://www.ussaccord.org/wgw.html
Event Coordinator: Dan Adinol, wgw@ussaccord.org

NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can make 
the proper arrangements. Thanks!

U.S.S. AVENGER  -  MISSION DOCKET

   Greater Than the Sum (ST:TNG), by Christopher L. Bennett
   The starship Rhea has discovered a cluster of carbon planets that seems to be the source of the quantum 
energies rippling through a section of space. A landing party nds unusual life-forms inhabiting one of the 
planets. One ofcer, Lieutenant T’Ryssa Chen-a half-Vulcan-makes a tenuous connection with them. But 
before any progress can be made, the Rhea comes under attack from the Einstein-a Star Fleet vessel now 
controlled by the Borg. The landing party can only listen in horror as their comrades are assimilated. The 
Borg descend to the planet, and just as Chen accepts that she will be assimilated, the lieutenant is whisked 
two thousand light-years away.
   A quantum slipstream-instantaneous transportation-is controlled by these beings in the cluster, and in the 
heart of the cluster there is now a Borg ship. Cut off from the rest of the Borg collective, the Einstein 
cannot be allowed to rejoin it. For the sake of humanity, the Borg cannot gain access to quantum slipstream 
technology.
   Star Fleet Command gives Captain Picard carte blanche: do whatever he must to help the beings in the 
cluster, and stop the Einstein no matter the cost.



AVENGER NEWS AN109/110         SUMMER 2008 ISSUE

18

From Alex Rosenzweig:
Starship Farragut: The Animated Episodes
   So just how cool is this…? Not only is a group doing live-action fan lms, but they’re doing an animated series, too!
From the press release:
   PORTLAND, April 14, 2008 - NEO f/x and Farragut Films today ofcially announced a special, 2-episode release of Starship Farragut, The 
Animated Episodes. These new episodes are the rst animated Star Trek to be produced since Filmation wrapped production of the original series in 
1974. The video teaser for the new episodes is available online at the newly opened website.
   The two episodes chronicle the adventures of the U.S.S. Farragut, commanded by John T. Carter, and take place during what would have been fourth 
season of Star Trek. The U.S.S Farragut is a sister ship to the legendary Enterprise commanded by James T. Kirk. Episode one, penned by Michael 
Struck and Jack Treviño (co-writer of two Deep Space Nine episodes), is entitled “The Needs of the Many”. The second episode, “Power Source”, 
was written by Thomas J. Scott, an accomplished writer and president of Magique Productions, LTD.
   “NEO f/x has now been involved with literally seven live-action fan productions based on Star Trek. We felt it was time for us to throw our hat 
in the ring with something no other fan production has attempted… cel-style animated episodes,” explained Michael Struck, manager of the NEO f/x 
team. “These animated episodes will be a tribute to the original Filmation animated series, and should be a real treat for the fans.”
   “We were thrilled to collaborate with NEO f/x’s talented team once again to produce the rst Star Trek animated fan lm,” said John Broughton, 
president of Farragut Films and Executive Producer of Starship Farragut. “It was an incredible experience to lend our voices to this outstanding, 
visually appealing piece of work that extends the tales of Starship Farragut’s gallant crew. NEO f/x’s one-stop, Total Media Package continues 
to be a great asset for us.”
   In addition to the primary actors from the live-action Starship Farragut series, the cast list includes celebrities from with ties to science ction, anime 
and Star Trek: Chase Masterson (Leeta on Deep Space Nine) will be the primary guest star in “The Needs of the Many”, with Tim Russ (Tuvok on 
Voyager) making a special appearance. Chris Doohan (son of James Doohan, the original “Scotty”) will be voicing two characters his father made 
famous in the original series. In addition, most of the secondary males characters are being voiced by Vic Mignogna (the voice of Edward Elric on 
Fullmetal Alchemist). Additional voice talent featured in the episodes will include Hetoreyn, Jason LeBlanc, and Ralph M. Miller. 
Behind the scenes, NEO f/x enlisted the assistance of various illustrators and artists, including Hetoreyn for music and Kail Tescar, webmaster of the 
premiere Star Trek animated series web site startrekanimated.com Kail is the lead artist as well as the associate producer on the two animated Farragut 
episodes, and will also be releasing a comic book version of Starship Farragut when the animated episodes are released.
   “Since opening startrekanimated.com nine years ago, creating a full length episode of Star Trek: The Animated Series has been a dream of mine,” 
explained Kail. “I’ve been having a great time working on this project with NEO f/x and Farragut Films. It’s been a lot of fun helping to create 
these episodes, and I hope everyone enjoys them.”
   The two episodes and comic book are now in production and will be released on the internet simultaneously toward the end of 2008.
http://farragut-animated.com/

Omega-13 Beta
Recently created, this site is a science ction fandom nexus. Functioning like the other social networking sites out there, this one is aimed straight at 
fans. Check it out! http://omega13.ning.com/

Are You a Trekkie?
Gotta love this cartoon…http://neatorama.cachey.net/images/2008-04/savage-chicken-trekkie-cartoon.jpg

Star Trek Starship Handbooks
Like starships? Mark Gill does, too. He said, “I’ve been waiting for years for someone to produce the denitive book on the starships of Star Trek. So 
with the wealth of data and images collected and compiled by fans on the web, I decided to try put something together myself. What you’ll nd on this 
site are ebooks in PDF format containing data and schematics on various vessels from the Star Trek series and movies, culled from around the web.” 
The stuff on this site is pretty darn cool, too. Have a look, and see what you think!    http://trek.escape-committee.co.uk/

Star Trek Inspirational Posters
Y’know those posters that you nd in ofces all over, hoping to motivate people to work harder, feel happier, etc.? Well, here’s a website that’s 
gathered Star Trek versions of them. Some are inspiring, some are amusing, but they’re totally worth a look. So look. :)
http://echosphere.net/star_trek_insp/star_trek_insp.html

From Mike Rupprecht:
The Complete Stareet Library
Steve Roby is a big fan of the Star Trek books and related media. So he created a site to serve as a source for information on all Star Trek books 
published in English: ction and nonction, authorized and unauthorized. The Complete Stareet Library has been online since 1999 and currently 
describes well over a thousand books and ebooks.    http://www.well.com/~sjroby/lcars/index.html

From Tim Drude:    YouTube!  Several videos contrasting Star Trek and other notable science ction franchises were posted on YouTube. These 
are pretty darn cool, and fun to watch. :) 
Star Trek vs. Star Wars: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNxhrPaaCA4&feature=related
Battlestar Galactica vs. Star Wars vs. Star Trek vs. Babylon 5: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXnPG19npW8&NR=1
  Star Trek vs. Battlestar Galactica: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGM6WChPj_k&NR=1

TREKKIN’ THE WEB
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The Ship’s BBS was rst introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where items of interest could be 
posted for the crew to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things may change from time to time, so keep checking back each issue. 

* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our members bring to the group, and can be 
as simple as something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy! Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event Planner and begin your 
adventure today. Event Planners contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship meeting. 
This is a way for everyone to nd out the details of what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to do! We need your help, because if no one 
coordinates events, they don’t happen!!

* Internet Resources:
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the Internet! Check ‘em out...
- The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can nd information about your fellow crewmates and read online logs from your division chief:  
http://www.ussavenger.org/
- Another great way to contact your STARFLEET buddies is through the Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be found on the Avenger site. Go to the Internet 
Resources link on the navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow the instructions about IRC. NOTE: To access the IRC servers, use:
   irc.eetchat.org
   Port 6667
The main STARFLEET channel is #stareet, and Avenger maintains its own channel at #avenger
For additional information, visit http://www.eetchat.org/
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated news from the Avenger via email and special website features. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-s 
- Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF format, in a dedicated, members-only Google Group. http://groups.google.com/group/avengernews?lnk=li

* Our CaféPress Store: You can buy Avenger schtuff online like T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads, etc at the Cafepress Avenger Store, featuring our logo.  The 
anniversary period is done, and the standard logo items have been restored, but there are still a couple of items to bear the anniversary logo, too. New for 2008, though, is 
the calendar. This time, it’s a full-color graphic of our major insignia over time. The store can be found at: http://www.cafepress.com/ussavenger 

* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is there something you’d like that we’re not offering at the Avenger Store? Check out CaféPress’s product list, and if you see something 
there that’s not available in our store, contact Avenger Command and let them know.

* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested members are invited to join a community called Project SIMELE. “SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET 
In the Movie and Early Lost Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of STARFLEET who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are ctionally set in the 
timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the Star Trek Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the Avenger.) It’s designed to provide a venue for members to 
share resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in this era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative ction, and so forth. Come check the group out 
at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/

* Avenger Blueprints!
Do you nd yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of these spiffy blueprint maps!
From the Federation Frontiers publishing ofce, we are pleased to offer General Plans for the Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate. No starship, save the famous line of those 
named Enterprise, has received this much attention to detail.  
The twenty (20) sheet set includes:
    - Construction history    - Ship’s directory    - Six (6) external views
    - Full starship specications    - Equipment listing (with system contractors) - Four (4) cross-section views
         - Plan views of all eleven decks at 1:600 scale
    - Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay, transporter complex, and auxiliary control.

For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at MRupprecht@aol.com, or just visit the Federation Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star 
Trek technical documents: http://members.aol.com/FdFrontier/

The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate General Plans cost a mere $10.00 for Avenger crew members, and can be purchased directly from Alex Rosenzweig. You can 
also buy the plans via mail order for $12, which includes shipping charges. Money orders are preferred, and will speed delivery. However, personal checks are 
acceptable and should be payable to “Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for $15.00 and deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order, simply 
print out the handy order form at web site, or send your name, address, e-mail address, number and type of sets desired, along with your check or money order, 
to the following address:
   Federation Frontiers
   c/o Michael C. Rupprecht
   3711 Bloomingdale Drive
   Hillsborough, NJ  08844-5531

* Help Wanted!
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help! The following positions are open:
- Press Ofcer: Write and distribute press releases to the ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media personnel, and help craft our club image to the 
world at large!
- Chief of Security: Serve on the senior staff, and be a leader of the members in the Security Division. Have a direct voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight 
security/police/safety-oriented interests, both in the Trek Universe and in real life. (This position requires STARFLEET membership in good standing.)
Contact FCAPT Judy or COMM Todd if you’d like to volunteer!
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The Next Meeting of USS Avenger will be

SUNDAY, September 14th, 2008
 2:00pm

North Brunswick Public Library
880 Hermann Rd.

North Brunswick, NJ 08902
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of Avenger News, AN-111:
September 25, 2008

Please submit all articles, illustrations and/or photos to Alex Rosenzweig: 
alex@tellurian.com


