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ENCOUNTERS AT FARPOINT
Avenger Crew members head to Hunt Valley, MD for the annual fan run convention

Several members of the USS Avenger 
crew ventured to Hunt Valley Mary-
land the weekend of Feb. 15-17,2008. 
The annual fan-run event features 
media guests, science fiction book 
authors, entertainers, panel discus-
sions, an art show, a dance and a well-
stocked vendor’s area. 
This year, the media guests included 
Marina Sirtis (Deanna Troi from ‘Star 
Trek: The Next Generation’),Erin 
Grey (Col. Wilma Deering from 
Buck Rogers in the 24th Century), 
and James Calis (Gaius Baltar From 
the re-imagined Battlestar Galactica 
series)
Music was provided by the Boogie 
Knights, and the USS Faragut was 
celebrating the premiere of their latest 
fan-film production. 
The more unusal sights to behold 
throughout the weekend included 
a full-scale mockup of a Battlestar 

Galactica Viper fighter, which was con-
structed in the wee hours of Friday night 
into Saturday morning by USS Sovereign’s 
own master craftsman Sonny Wright, and 
a team of dedicated volunteers. Their com-
bined efforts were not in vain - the Viper 
was one of the most talked about, and most 
photgraphed items at the convention. 
The Region 7 STARFLEET meeting was 
held on the Saturday morning. The con 
staff were working to ready the room we 
were in for the day’s main guest talks, so 
we found our meeting moved out into a 

hallway before long. The highlight 
of the meeting came when Re-
gional Coordinator Joe Hoolihan an-
nounced the promotion of Avenger 
crew member AnnRuth Rosenzweig 
to the rank of Captain in recognition 
of her dedicated years of service to 
the crew. Admiral Alex Rosenzweig 
was more than happy to accept 
the certificate of promotion on his 
mother’s behalf. 
Saturday Night’s Costume Call was 
lightly participated, but entertaining 
nonetheless as several in the audi-
ence ‘clucked’ the Imerpial March to 
the procession of Best in Show win-
ner “Darth Chicken” (inspired by 
the animated parody series “Robot 
Chicken”).
Farpoint once again has proven itself 
to be a great way to begin the annual 
convention-going season. -T.B. 

ANNNNNND.........THERE THEY GO!!!
As U.S.S. Blackheart nears completion of her shakedown cruise, along comes U.S.S. ODIN!
By Todd Brugmans, staff writer

Over the past 23 years, it has been the 
distinct pleasure of the USS Avenger to 
serve as Mothership for a great many 
other chapters that initially “shuttled off’ 
and developed into full fledged chapters 
throughout STARFLEET.
In recent years, the new chapter metaphor 
has been changed to shy away from the 
concept of shuttles. (a personal victory of 
Alex Rosenzweig, who has sat on the staff 
of the Department of Technical Services 
(DTS) for many years) New chapters are 
said to be full-fledged starships in this new 
naming structure, but are said to be under-
going a ‘Shakedown Cruise”, for a duration 
of 9 months. During this shakedown pe-
riod, a fledgeling chapter still needs a sup-
port ship to call upon for answers and aid 
while they get underway. Using this new 

metaphor, USS Avenger has served as 
Suport Ship for a new chapter, Region 
7’s USS Blackheart, commanded by 
Emmett Plant. The Blackheart is near-
ing the completion of their shakedown 
period, and has enjoyed tremendous 
membership growth within their cor-
respondence chapter. They are due to 

commission fully in mid-June.
As we prepare to see USS Blackheart 
leave the proverbial nest, we wel-
come our newest shakedown ship, 
USS Odin.
This Avenger-Class starship will be 
joining Region 1 as a correspondence 
chapter centered in the Louisville, 
KY area, and is headed up by former 
Avenger Operations Chief Antonio 
Lopes, III. 
As of April 10, 2008, USS Odin has 
been cleared of its moorings, and has 
begun the shakedown period with 
USS Avenger running support.
Future issues of the Avenger News 
will provide updates on the progress 
of this new chapter through its com-
missioning in January of 2009.
   -T.B.
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(Left) Todd Brugmans with James Callis,  (Center) A full-scale Colonial 
Viper - curtosy of USS Sovereign’s Sonny Wright and his team of dedicat-
ed insomniacs,  (Right) Costume Call best in show:Darth Chicken (Below) 
Regional Coordinator Joe Hoolihan presents Alex Rosenzqweig with his 

mother’s promotion to Captain
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to the R1 RC, Bill Herrmann, in South Carolina. 
Then Bill will send it off to Warren Price, Chief of 
Shakedown Operations, who resides in Tennessee. 
Tony is keeping track of the miles traveled. So far, 
it has traveled 1,547 miles, and it was on its way to 
Bill as I write this.
   A strange thing happened the other day. There 
was an Avenger News that was returned (that 
wasn’t the strange part). I fl ipped it over, and 
it was addressed to the U.S.S. Sovereign. I had 
thought we were no longer sending out a courtesy 
copy to them, so I fl ipped it over, and saw that it 
was announcing our next meeting on August 14, 
2005. Seems if the post offi ce is slowing down a 
bit; nearly three years out of date.
   With spring in the air and trees and fl owers a-
blooming, the ship has many events scheduled 
– offi cial and unoffi cial – (i.e. no event coordinator 
– feel free to volunteer – earn points – get 
promotions faster). In April, we tour around 
the various campuses of Rutgers University in 
our Wallpaper Rutgers campaign to recruit new 
members. A trip to Longwood Gardens, to tour 

around the grounds and see the lovely gardens 
(no – we are not on some exercise kick); a garage 
sale to raise some funds for the club, so clean out 
those closets; Chiller Theatre, for those interested 
in rubbing elbows with the stars (too many to list; 
check out the website listed in the Mission Docket); 
and The Paley Center for Media are in May. The 
IC is in June in Ithaca, NY; it the big annual 
STARFLEET meeting, a chance to meet STARFLEET 
members from all over the map. Our Avenger 
Picnic is also held in June, as is the Sovereign’s 
18th anniversary party. These are great chances to 
celebrate locally with our friends in Region 7. Shore 
Leave is in July. It is already shaping up as an 
action-packed year – feel free to attend something 
that interests you.
   I hope to see you at some of the meetings and/
or events!

FLEET CAPTAIN JUDY

By Judy Waidlich

   Welcome aboard to new member Kathleen 
Robison, another person from the state 
of California! The year continues with an 
increase of interest in the organization. We’ve 
had guests at both our February and March 
meetings.
   As our chapter-in-training, the U.S.S. 
Blackheart, readies for commissioning, 
we’ve been asked to be the support ship for 
a correspondence chapter from Region 1, 
the U.S.S. Odin. The commanding offi cer is 
former Avenger member Tony Lopes. I’ve 
signed the paperwork as it begins its journey 
back and forth across the country. First Tony 
had to send all the copies to me to sign. I 
keep a set and mail off the rest to Roger, the 
R1 ShOC Offi cer in Ohio. Roger reviews the 
packet, making sure Tony and the XO have 
the proper qualifi cations (i.e., have taken 
and passed OTS), and mails the required 
copy to the R7 RC, Joe Hoolihan, who lives in 
Maryland. After Joe signs off, the packet goes 

COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT
by Dale Kagan
  I have to report that Communications Division needs a secretary for the club’s 
meetings. This is a relatively easy job, but it takes some time and careful follow-
up. The Division Notes are made available to the secretary by e-mail, so it is only 
necessary to insert new Coming Events and discussion of business brought up at 
the meeting. All reports are already in the notes and can be cut and pasted into the 
minutes.
   I have done this job for many years and tried to get the minutes posted to the 
Internet List within 3 days of the meeting.  I was usually successful.
   The job is open and I would like a responsible person to come forward who plans 
to make all or most of the meetings.

by Matthew J. Rielly
   First and foremost, I wish to express support for Todd Brugmans, who has 
announced his resignation as Executive Offi cer of the U.S.S. Avenger. *(See note 
below - Editor, Avenger News) From the bits and pieces I’ve heard about the doings in 
STAFLEET politics as of late, combined with various personal circumstances, I hold 
no ill will toward him and hope he is able to sort out whatever comes his way. He 
has worked diligently and conscientiously at the chapter, region, and Fleet level, and 
I commend him for his service. While I understand the need for him to “stay off the 
radar” for a while, I sincerely hope he will eventually come back in one capacity or 
another.
   I also wish to extend my best wishes to Peter Stark, who has announced he will be 
curtailing his activities with the chapter. The division wishes him luck on his marriage 
and relocation, and we hope he will catch up with us again sometime in the future.
   I will be renewing my Fleet membership shortly. However, in light of recent Fleet-
level events, I do share the same general concerns as Todd Brugmans and other Fleet 
members at large as to what direction it is going.
   Otherwise, the division remains quiet.

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

*Editorial Note: The initial comments made by Matt were the result of an April Fool’s Day prank pulled 
on April 1, 2008, in which Commodore Brugmans declared his intent to resign his position as Executive 
Offi cer. Upon hearing this, Fleet Captain Waidlich denied the proposed resignation fl at out, and declared 
that Todd is not funny. He continues to serve as the Executive Offi cer for U.S.S. Avenger. 
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by Annie Slonski
Wanted: Mental Health/Morale 

Offi cer. Immediate Opening. No Experience 
Necessary But A Willing Can-Do Attitude Is 
A Must! Will Train The Right Person. Medical 
Degree Optional ;-).
   This month, we say “good-bye” to 
Lieutenant Peter Stark, the Avenger’s Mental 
Health/Morale Offi cer. Peter is getting 
married, selling his condo, buying a house, 
moving...you know, real life stuff! Peter, we 
wish you well in your new endeavors and 
hope that we will hear from you from time-
to-time. Don’t be a stranger!
   This past month has been fi lled with two 
fun trips. At the beginning of the month, 
an away team went into Brooklyn to the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music to see Patrick 
Stewart in “Macbeth”. The play was fantastic, 
but the seating really was not. We had seats 

REPORTING FROM SICKBAY

up in the Galleria, which I was not aware 
was just another word for balcony. The 
Academy has no elevator and we had to 
climb at least four steep fl ights of stairs 
which had to have equaled 100+ steps! 
Then when we reached our destination, we 
discovered that the Galleria seating was 
essentially bar stools with arms and a back. 
There weren’t many rows in the Galleria, 
but it was at a 45 degree angle downward. 
I had decided before I was even fully seated 
that I was not going to get up from my seat 
during intermission, no matter how badly 
I had to use the head! Luckily, I did not. 
Needless to say, I do not have a fear of 
heights, but that day, I did!
   On the 29th of March, another away team 
went into the City of Brotherly Love, the 
Cradle of Independence -- Philadelphia! It 
was a nice day for our trip, just a wee bit 
chillier than was expected, but at least it 
was sunny. We toured around the grounds 
of Independence Hall, but were not able to 
enter. It seems that due to circumstances 
beyond our control with two of our away 
team members who wound up NOT joining 
us, we waited too long for them and by 
the time we decided to purchase tickets 

for the tour, they were all sold out for the day. I was sorely 
disappointed as that was the one thing I was so looking 
forward to seeing. Considering that I have been following 
the mini-series “John Adams” on HBO, I was quite jazzed 
up at visiting Independence Hall. Oh, well, there’s always 
next time.
   We did, however, see some fun things. First, we went 
across the street to the National Constitution Center. That 
was fascinating. We took in a multi-media presentation 
which condensed events leading up to and after the 
writing of our Constitution in approximately 30 minutes. It 
was very well done! Then we toured the Center and saw 
many interactive exhibits which were not only fun, but 

Annie, Judy, Dale, Alex, Todd (not pictured)and Region 7 
member Rhonda Green at the Brooklyn Academy of Music . 
(all photos: Todd Brugmans)

educational, as well. We even watched our own Admiral 
Alex Rosenzweig take the oath of offi ce for President 
of the United States in one of the interactive exhibits. 
Hmmm, Alex, did you say President of the United States, 
or President of the United Federation of Planets? I was too 
far away to hear!
   We took a stroll through Franklin Court and briefl y 
toured the Benjamin Franklin Museum, which was fi lled 
with a lot of artifacts. We can thank Ben Franklin for his 
invention of bifocal glasses, which without, I would still be 
taking my glasses on and off each and every time I wanted 
to read or see at a distance. The museum also offered 
a diorama on his role during the Independence process, 
his treaty negotiations with France and his role in writing 
our Constitution. The most interactive part of the museum was a room in which phones 
were set up on posts and in front of the room were the names and phone numbers of 
dignitaries and important people of the time. All you had to do was to dial the number 
of the person you wanted to hear and a recording would play of a quote said by that 
person about Ben Franklin. A remarkable man, indeed.
   Overall, it was a very good day with a lot of walking. Yes, my feet were tired by the 
end of the day! We did want to see the Liberty Bell, but we certainly did not want to 
stand in a line with an hour and a half wait!
   It looks to be a quiet night here in sickbay, so I think I’ll prop myself up with a couple 
of pillows on one of the beds and crack open a good book.  John Adams or 1776 by 
David McCullough look pretty good for tonight. After all, you never know when someone 
is going to need my aid and I wouldn’t want to be too far away.
Until next time . . .

Commander Annie Slonski
Chief Medical Offi cer
U.S.S. Avenger

 Look at this spiffy poster 
below and go buy one! The 
newest addition to our online 
repertoire is the Cutaway Poster 
of Avenger herself. Done by 
artist Chris Allan, this detailed 
poster matches up with the 
offi cial Avenger Blueprints and 
gives a detailed look inside 
our vessel. Take a look! It’s at 
our CaféPress store: http://
www.cafepress.com/ussavenger
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SCIENTIFIC MEATHODS
By Alex Rosenzweig

Greetings, All!
  2008 has already been an interesting year, 
both for Star Trek and for the sciences. As I 
write this, the space shuttle Endeavour is in 
orbit, on a mission to bring a new component 
to the International Space Station. This time, 
it’s carrying both a robot that will be used to 
service the station and the fi rst component of 
the Japanese Kibo laboratory module. Earlier this 
week, too, reports indicated that all three major 
party candidates for the Presidency of the U.S. 
(Republican presumptive nominee John McCain 
and the two Democrats still competing for that 
party’s nomination, Barack Obama and Hillary 
Clinton) continue to express support for space 
exploration. In Wyoming, Obama said, “I grew 
up on Star Trek. I believe in the fi nal frontier.” I 
note all this not to pick sides, but to point out 
that this might be the second Star Trek reference 
from a presidential candidate, and possibly the 
fi rst time the show’s been mentioned by name. 
(Years ago, Ross Perot invoked Star Trek by 
asserting that he’d get Congress ‘working at 
warp speed”.)
   Meanwhile, as almost everybody knows by 
now “Star Trek” (2008) is now “Star Trek” 
(2009). The studio, in what’s described as a 
vote of confi dence for the movie, has moved it 
to May 2009, when they think it’ll make more 
money than at a Christmastime release. I sure 
hope they’re right, though I admit to being wary, 
since  in the past, the holidays have tended to 
be kinder to Trek fi lms than has the summer. 

   Now, these are just a few sites. There are 
many others, and perhaps you out there reading 
this column might have some other favorites. If 
so, feel free to share! I’ll list them either here 
or in “Trekkin’ the Web”, and this way, your 
fellow members can see what sites you think are 
among the coolest.
   Meanwhile...
   By the time you read this, our fi rst SciDiv trip 
of 2008 will be history, even though it’s still a 
couple of weeks away as I write this. Looking 
ahead, our second trip will be to Longwood 
Gardens in Kennett Square, PA on 17 May. I 
hope lots of folks will join us on this trip. I’ve 
been to the Gardens several times, and they 
really are worth the trip. 
   I’m also starting to think even beyond that, 
and thus am on the watch for ideas for events. 
So, whether you’re in Sciences or not, if you 
have a neat idea, please don’t hesitate to send a 
suggestion my way!
   And that’s all for me for this issue! As usual, 
check out “Science Highlights” and let us know 
what you think. (And feel free to contribute your 
own suggestions for the coolest science events 
in the last couple of months!) Don’t forget 
the Events Calendar for some neat upcoming 
things to do. And if you’ve got any comments, 
suggestions or ideas, don’t hesitate to drop me a 
line. Take care, and ‘til next time…

Ad Astra!

Alex

Guess we’ll see what happens. The “conventional 
wisdom” might not apply this time, in part 
because this is the fi rst time in years the studio’s 
been treating Trek in a similar fashion to most 
other fi lms. Here’s hoping they’re right!
   So, I was contemplating… These days, we get 
news from all sorts of places. There’s often an 
overload of information! But many times, we fi nd 
some cool sites that have lots of neat news. For 
this issue, I thought I’d highlight some of the sites 
I go to, especially when following up leads for 
“Science Highlights”:

   - http://www.space.com/ - “Learn More at 
Space.com. From Satellites to Stars, NASA 
information, Astronomy, the Sun and the Planets, 
we have your information here.”
   - http://www.sciencedaily.com/ - “News & 
Articles in Science, Health, Environment & 
Technology”
   - http://www.sciencenews.org/ - This is the 
website of the weekly science news magazine.
   - http://spacefl ightnow.com/ - This is one of 
the best sources of space-related news, with the 
emphasis on human space activities.
   - http://www.world-science.net/ - This 
is another science news site, one with on 
occasionally different slant on things. Different 
points-of-view keep things interesting!       
   And an honorable mention goes to http:
//www.Trekmovie.com/ . Every Friday, they do a 
science column. So you can get Trek news and 
real science news at the same site! Kudos to 
Anthony Pascale and his team for the great job 
they do!

13 April 2008 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, 
NJ, 2:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Fresh 
Takes on Sci-Fi/Fantasy Classics. Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: CAPT Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu

26-27 April 2008 – Trenton Computer Festival
College of NJ, Ewing, NJ
Need a computer upgrade, here is a great place to shop.
Event Website: http://www.tcf-nj.org/web/
Event Coordinator: FCAPT Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu

2-4 May 2008 – Chiller Theatre
Hilton Parsippany, One Hilton Court, Parsippany, NJ
Chiller is a New Jersey based Horror Convention held at the Parsippany 
Hilton Hotel.  There are several dealers’ rooms of merchandise and 
opportunities for autographs.
Event Website: http://www.chillertheatre.com/

3 May 2008 – Avenger Garage Sale
27 Wilshire Road,  Edison, NJ
Join us as we raise funds for the group.
Event Coordinator: FCAPT Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu

U.S.S. AVENGER MISSION DOCKET (CALENDAR of EVENTS)
17 May 2008 – Longwood Gardens Trip
1001 Longwood Road, Kennett Square, PA, Gardens open at 9:00 AM; Other 
facilities usually starting at 10:00 AM
In 1906, Pierre S. du Pont purchased the Peirce Arboretum to 
save its trees from being cut for lumber. Over the next nearly 
half century, Mr. du Pont developed Longwood Gardens into what 
it is today, a magnifi cent horticultural showplace. Longwood 
Gardens now encompasses 1,050 acres of gardens, woodlands, and 
meadows, with over 11,000 types of plants, more fountains than 
any other garden in the US, educational and visitor programming, 
and over 400 performances a year. Longwood Gardens is sure to 
delight anyone who loves exquisite fl owers, majestic trees, and 
opulent architecture. Here, amid 1,050 acres with 20 indoor and 20 
outdoor gardens, you’ll fi nd beauty at every turn.
Be prepared for quite a bit of walking, though there are also many 
places to sit down and rest.
Cost: Tickets are $16/Adult, $6/Student (5-22), and $14/Senior Citizen (62+); 
Add Additional for Lunch/Dinner
Event Website: http://www.longwoodgardens.com/
Event Coordinator: ADM Alex Rosenzweig, alexr@tellurian.com

18 May 2008 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:
00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Renaissance 
Faires and Medieval Fantasy. Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: CAPT Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu
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U.S.S. AVENGER MISSION DOCKET (CALENDAR of EVENTS)
31 May  2008 – The Paley Center for Media (Museum of TV and 
Radio)
25 West 52nd Street, New York, New York  10019
Avenger returns to tour the museum.  It’s new and improved – well it has a 
new name.
Event Website: http://www.mtr.org/
Event Coordinator: Capt Dale Kagan, dalek@sprintmail.com

7 June 2008 – U.S.S. Sovereign 18th Anniversary Party
Dave and Buster’s, 325 N. Columbus Blvd, Philadelphia, PA, 12:00 PM
Gaming and fun with the crew of the U.S.S. Sovereign.

8 June 2008 – Avenger Ship Meeting
North Brunswick Public Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ, 2:
00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and good times. Program: Educational 
Institutions in Sci-Fi/Fantasy. Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: CAPT Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu

14 June 2008 – Avenger 23rd Anniversary Picnic
Babbage Park, North Brunswick, NJ
We’ve been around for 23 years! Party time! And we’ll once again gather 
for our annual picnic. Food and fun in a pleasant wooded park, with a 
covered area in case of rain. And who knows when a water battle might 
break out? >:)
Hours: Noon to ???
Cost: $7.00 per person
Event Coordinator: CAPT Judy Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu

21 June 2008 – Trip to the 20th Annual New Jersey 
Renaissance Kingdom
South Mountain Reservation Tulip Springs Section - Cherry Lane, West 
Orange, New Jersey, 11:00 AM – 6:00 PM
Ren Faire season is upon us! Join us for the closing weekend.
Event Website: http://www.njkingdom.com/
Event Coordinator:  Todd Brugmans, Scotsmuppet@gmail.com

27-29 June 2008 – STARFLEET’s 2008 International Conference
Ithaca Airport Ramada Inn.
The theme is Back to School and the IC will be taking full advantage 
of Cornell University and Ithaca College, two major institutions of higher 

education right here in town. We’ll be joined by Rick Kline from the 
Cornell Astronomy department for a presentation, and have field trips 
to the Fuertes Observatory, the Ithaca Sciencenter, and the Museum 
of the Earth.  Meet folks from around ‘Fleet at this years International 
Conference.  Plenty of panels, good food at the Meet and Greet on 
Friday and the Banquet on Saturday.  Find out who some of the names 
that appear in the ‘Fleet news look like.
Event Website: http://www.ic2008.org/

11-13 July 2008 – Shore Leave 30
Shore Leave is one of the premiere fan-run conventions on the East 
Coast. It has guests, panels, gaming, a Meet-the-Pros night, and much 
more! Guests include George Takei, Malcolm McDowell, and David 
Hewlett, along with lots of authors, including Diane Carey, Greg Brodeur, 
and Dave Galanter 
Event Website: http://www.shore-leave.com/

11 October 2008 -  U.S.S. Challenger’s 20th Anniversary
Sheraton Eatontown Hotel, Eatontown, NJ, 7:00 PM
This event includes a three course buffet dinner, coffee, tea and soft 
drinks. A cash bar will also be available. Entrees include Chicken 
Saltimbocca, Sliced Beef Sirloin and Vegetarian Lasagna.  Assorted 
salads, side dishes and dessert will also be served as well.  As a special 
added bonus, since there will not be a regional conference next year, the 
U.S.S. Challenger has secured the hotel’s state-of-the-art Ampitheatre 
for a Region 7 Meeting at 1:00pm.  Attendees of the party can use this 
opportunity to schmooze, catch up, and discuss regional business in a 
comfortable face-to-face setting. However, no one will be allowed to take 
advantage of this meeting without having registered for the dinner event 
and there will also be no “meeting-only” option offered.
Cost: $50.00 per person for dinner. If you wish to stay the night, the 
hotel is offering our attendees a special rate of $115.00 per room, per 
night.

NOTE: Please, if you are planning to attend an event, let the event/
project coordinator know of your plans, so he/she can make the proper 
arrangements. Thanks!

Here are the highlights of the next few months in Star Trek books...

Available April 2008:
  Terok Nor: Day of the Vipers (ST:DS9), by James Swallow
   A seemingly benign visitation to the bountiful world of Bajor from the resource-poor Cardassian Union is viewed with cautious optimism by some, trepidation by others, and a calculating 
gleam by unscrupulous opportunists. What begins as a gesture of compassion soon becomes something very different. Seen through the eyes of participants on both sides—including those of 
a young officer named Skrain Dukat—the personal, political, and religious tensions between the Bajorans and the Cardassians quickly spiral out of control, irrevocably shaping the futures of 

both worlds in an emotionally charged and unforgettable tale of treachery, tragedy, and hope.

Available May 2008:
   Terok Nor: Night of the Wolves (ST:DS9), by S.D. Perry and Britta Dennison
   Eighteen years into the Occupation, a new star rises in Bajor’s sky. It is the seat of power in this system, a place of slave labor and harsh summary judgments, the symbol of Cardassian might 
and the futility of resisting it. But even as the gray metal crown of Terok Nor ascends to its zenith, ragtag pockets of Bajoran rebels -- including a fierce young fighter named Kira Nerys -- have 
begun to strike back at their world’s oppressors, and they intend to show the Cardassians that the night belongs to them.

Available June 2008:
   Terok Nor: Dawn of the Eagles (ST:DS9), by S.D. Perry and Britta Dennison
   As violence all across Bajor continues to escalate, Cardassian forces tighten their grip on the captive planet, driving back the resistance at every turn; but on Terok Nor and elsewhere, the 
winds of change are stirring—the beginnings of a hurricane that will alter the landscape of the Occupation. And while secret dealings, shifting alliances, and personal demons buoy the wings of 
revolution, a mysterious shape-shifting life form begins a journey that will decide the fate of worlds.

   These Haunted Seas (ST:DS9, Trade Paperback Omnibus), by David R. George and Heather Jarman
   Reprinting the first two books of the “Mission Gamma” miniseries.

   In less upbeat news, Pocket announced that the line of original e-books, which has primarily focused on the ongoing “Corps of Engineers” series, would be taking a hiatus of 
undetermined length, following the publication of the final “Slings and Arrows” novel. Paperback reprints of the ebooks will continue for the foreseeable future, but new ebook 
publications are on hold for the time being.

STAR TREK BOOK NEWS
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By Matthew J. Rielly
Does Smaller Equal “Smart”-er? 

(Or Vice Versa?)
 
   We’re starting to venture into 
unfriendly territory again, and not 
the type where one finds himself or 
herself surrounded by potentially 
hostile parties after taking a wrong 
turn off the interstate. The territory 
we refer to here is gas prices. 
We’ve had recent reports in which 
crude oil prices recently surged past 
$100 a barrel, thus translating into 
rates at the pump as high as $4.00 
or even $5.00 per gallon in some 
places, depending on octane level. 
This has caused some people to 
re-think their choice of purchasing 
performance sedans or thirsty SUVs 
in favor of smaller cars. While the 
latest numbers may come as a shock 
to many people, we must remember 
that we have been down this road 
before (no pun intended). Although 
today’s gas prices dwarf those in the 
past, we’ve had to deal with at least 
two periods during the 1970s when 
supply problems played havoc with 
motorists, especially if you drove a 
gas-guzzler like a luxury sedan or 
the family station wagon. Smaller 
cars are nothing new, either. Since 
Ferdinand Porsche was commissioned 
to design a car for the people 
back in the 1930s, the Volkswagen 
Beetle has become a cultural icon 
in one form or another. Japanese 
compact models have been around 
for decades on American soil. Even 
Ford, Chrysler, and General Motors 
responded to the call for more fuel-
efficient vehicles. Witness models 
like the Pinto, the Vega, the Horizon 
and Omni, and the oh-so-humble 
Chevette.
   Despite American efforts to make 
smaller cars, most passenger vehicles 
still tend to take up a standard-sized 
parking space. However, European 
automakers used a slightly different 
approach to compact designs...and 
many of them are quite compact. 
Japanese car companies like Daihatsu 
have been building “Kei cars” 
(short for keijidosha, which literally 
translates as “light automobile”) for 
years. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Kei_car) During the years following 
World War II, many people could 
not afford cars, at least not of the 

FROM THE BELLY OF THE BEAST
standard pre-war variety. To help get people 
and the economy moving, auto manufacturers 
in Europe and Asia designed and built vehicles 
that were barely larger than motorcycles, and 
smaller than conventional autos. In fact, you 
only needed a motorcycle license to operate 
some of these highway midgets which some 
people nicknamed “bubble cars”.
   Thanks to the Daimler Chrysler corporation, a 
European innovation that has been all the rage 
on the other side of the Atlantic since the end 
of the 20th century has made it to our shores: 
the Smart car. Not smart as in self-driving or 
artificially intelligent; no, we mean Smart as 
in brand name. You can now go to a Smart 
dealership (many of them are sold through 
Mercedes Benz dealers) and purchase your own 
piece of micro-car chic.
   The petite Smart car, primarily the Smart 
Fortwo model, has a wheelbase only about 73 

inches long, and stands 61 inches high and 
just under 60 inches wide. It can seat one 
passenger and the driver with limited cargo 
space in the rear. Because the Smart Fortwo’s 
forward crumple zone takes up a relatively 
small area due to its design, the engine is 
mounted in back. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Smart_Fortwo)
   Another advantage to the Smart Fortwo’s 
design is that you can park up to three of 
them in a single standard parking space. As 
in many American cities, parking can be at a 
premium in many European urban areas. The 
smaller wheelbase also gives the Fortwo a tight 
turning radius, which comes in handy in traffic 
jams. You can get a Smart Fortwo in a hardtop 
model, targa top, or even a convertible.
   Not to be outdone, even Toyota has come up 
with its version of the Smart car. The company 
has dubbed its model the iQ. (http://dvice.com/
archives/2008/03/toyota_iq_unvei.php). The 
latest prototype was recently unveiled at the 
Geneva Auto Show, and it is expected to go 
into production by late 2008. Unlike Mercedes’ 

Smart Fortwo, the Toyota iQ has a back seat.
   Gas mileage for the three-cylinder Smart 
Fortwo being sold in the United States is 
estimated at about 36 miles per gallon, according 
to the Environmental Protection Agency. That 
makes it comparable to most compact and sub-
compact models running four-cylinder engines. 
The Smart Fortwo European models have 
also been fitted with turbocharged and diesel 
powerplants, and a hybrid-power version is also 
in the works. Any way you slice it, that’s a better 
bang for the buck compared to the gas mileage 
for most SUVs and minivans.
   Will such vehicles replace the family car? 
Not by a long shot. The Smart Fortwo and its 
brethren, both past and present, were intended 
mainly as urban vehicles. That means instead of 
commuting to work and back in a gas-guzzling 
Lincoln Town Car, for example, you would jump 
into your Smart car and scoot through traffic and 
park in the tiniest of spaces.
   As for any sort of mystique that may or may 
not be generated by Smart cars, that’s a tough 
call. It would certainly be hard to imagine the 
Beach Boys or some similar 1960s group singing 
“Little Smart Car”, and you would certainly 
not hear a title like “Smart Car Sally”. Country 
musicians would be hard-pressed to write an ode 
to their micro-car. And imagine showing up for 
a hot date, only to come rolling up in something 
that many would dismiss as an oversized roller 
skate with an engine. This is not to put down 
the folks at Daimler for coming up with what 
has become an urban innovation on their native 
soil. It’s just that America can be a tough room 
to play. Or, as the old saying goes, “will it play in 
Peoria?”
   All automotive technological advances aside, it 
all comes down to freedom of choice. For now, 
we can choose what size vehicle we want to 
drive, based on our individual needs. For large 
families, minivans are an obvious choice. For a 
college graduate just entering the workforce, 
something the size of a Scion xB or Toyota 
Matrix may fit the bill. Housewives or working 
moms may lean toward grocery-getters like the 
Chevrolet Cobalt, for example. Can you imagine 
how such drivers may react when they see Smart 
cars buzzing around them on the New Jersey 
Turnpike? Who knows? A little jaunt down the 
shore on the Garden State Parkway might be 
ideal for a Smart targa with the roof off.
   As far as micro-cars go in the U.S.A., the future 
is still somewhat open. While many Americans 
still believe bigger is better, there will still be 
times when good things come in small packages.

Sources:
   Wikipedia
   DVICE.com
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By Annie Slonski

   In the last issue of Avenger News (issue #107, February/
March), our own Chief Science Officer Admiral Alex Rosenzweig 
posted an interesting science tidbit regarding the newly 
discovered ancestor of the modern cetaceans (whales, dolphins 
and porpoises). This caught my interest, as I happen to have 
learned much about these magnificent and often mysterious 
aquatic dwellers over the years through much reading and 
practical research at various museums.
   One of the first theories was that whales descended from 
an ancient wolf or dog-like animal called Mesonyx. But that 
theory has been changed. It is now believed that Mesonyx are 
more the ancestors of our modern day hippopotamus. Although 
Mesonyx and Indohyus (the new cetacean ancestor) shared one 
vital characteristic, their unusually triangular-shaped teeth that 
are similar to those of some modern day whales, cetaceans did 
not descend from the Mesonyx ancestor. In fact, the hippo did 
not arrive on the evolutionary scene until 35 million years ago, 
well after the whales’ evolutionary branch had diverged from 
their land-dwelling ancestors. This left a gap in the evolutionary 
chain.
   It is agreed that whales did, however, evolve from a small, 
hoofed land-dwelling mammal. Indohyus was a small animal, 

resembling a deer without 
antlers, that lived 48 million 
years ago in Southern 
Asia. Indohyus is said to 
have been a heavier-boned 
animal. This feature was 
ideal for the small animal to 
be able to venture into the 
water to forage and stay 
submerged for an extended 
period of time. Their heavier 

bones also acted as ballast to allow them to stay on the bottoms 
of rivers without their buoyancy constantly trying to deliver them 
back to the surface. The current thinking is that they were also 
able to jump into rivers to elude their land-dwelling predators, a 
useful maneuver for a prey animal.
   The characteristic that led scientists, such as paleontologist 
Hans Thewissen of Northeastern Ohio Universities Colleges of 
Medicine and Pharmacy, to believe that Indohyus is the missing 
link is contained within the structure of the skull, particularly 
the ears. One side is thicker than the other. This is a whale trait. 
Modern whales use echolocation to find their way through the 
water and to find food. The key to a whale’s echolocation is the 
non-symmetrical placement of their ears.
   Indohyus began its evolutionary journey as an herbivore, but 
as it adapted to a more marine life, it also slowly adapted to a 
more carnivorous diet out of necessity.
   All modern whales, dolphins, and porpoises are carnivores. 
The largest of the whales, the Blue Whale, eats the tiniest of 
animals, krill. Krill are small plankton-like animals resembling 
shrimp that the whale filters through the hair-like plates in its 

mouth. These plates are called baleen and all whales 
that have this characteristic are referred to as Baleen 
Whales. The baleen consists of overlapping plates 
made of keratin, a fibrous and insoluble protein which 
is the main structural element that is also found in 
our hair and nails. These keratin plates hang from 
both sides of the upper skull surrounding the tongue 
where teeth would normally be found. Baleen whales 

generally eat over one ton of food per day. As the whale takes in its food mixed with 
water, their pleats which run from the front edge of their chin down underneath 
to almost their midsection, expand.  Once they take in enough volume, the pleats 
contract and they filter the water out with the hairy baleen plates, thereby catching 
the krill and small fish to be swallowed using the tongue.
   The second category of whales is known as the Toothed Whales. The largest 
toothed whale, the Sperm Whale, is at the other end of the spectrum. It has large 
conical teeth in its lower jaw which fit into sockets in its upper jaw. The Sperm 
Whale eats one of the largest cephalopods in the ocean, the Giant Squid. They also 
consume smaller species of squid, various species of fish, skates and octopi. A sperm 
whale can dive as far down as two miles and stay submerged for over an hour.
   Killer Whales, or Orcas, are the largest species of dolphin. They acquired their 
name by being observed attacking larger migrating whales. It is not unusual to see 
a pod of Orcas attacking a migrating cow and calf. Because of this behavior, Orcas 
were originally called “Whale Killers”, but over time the name became reversed. 
Orcas are also known as the wolves of the sea for their coordinated hunting 
techniques. Certain groups or pods of Orcas feed exclusively on salmon, while others 
feed exclusively on other marine mammals.
   The smallest cetacean is the Harbor Porpoise. These are shy animals whose lives 
are secretive at best. They are not only shy, but elusive animals, hardly ever inclined 
to approach boats. Whereas some species of dolphins enjoy bow riding, the Harbor 
Porpoise is not likely to do so.  Since their habitat is inshore, they are one of the 
best-studied small cetaceans.
   What differentiate dolphins from porpoises are mainly their teeth. In dolphins, the 
teeth are conical in shape. In porpoises, the teeth are more spade-shaped, leading 
us back to their ancestor, Indohyus.
   Cetaceans inhabit every ocean in the world and some of the world’s major rivers 
as well. There are at least four species of dolphins that live exclusively in fresh water. 
They are lumped into one category, the River Dolphins. River Dolphins inhabit the Rio 
de la Plata and Amazon Rivers of South America, and the Ganges and Indus Rivers 
on the Indian subcontinent. It is alarming to note that the Chinese River Dolphin, or 
Baiji (by-GEE), which inhabited the Yangtze River, had been declared “functionally 
extinct” in 2006, as the last confirmed sighting was in 2004. 
   It is interesting to note that overall, the cetaceans’ evolutionary journey took only 
ten million years to complete, rather quick when put into perspective with the age of 
the Earth.
   Next time in Avenger News: How cetaceans ascend from the depths quickly 
without getting the human decompression sickness known as “The Bends”.

Sources:
1. The American Cetacean Society:    http://www.acsonline.org
2. The National Geographic Society: http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/
12/071219-whales-evolved_2.html
3. Mahalo.com:  http://www.mahalo.com/Indohyus
4. guardian.co.uk:  http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/2007/dec/20/
sciencenews.evolution

ADMIRAL, THERE BE WHALES HERE!!

Additions--Welcome Aboard!
1) Ensign Kathleen Robison
Medical Technician (Mental Health)
22140 Victory Boulevard, #B101
Woodland Hills, CA  91367-1907

ROSTER UPDATES
Deletions--Farewell, and Good Luck...
Nobody!

Welcome Back--Thanks for Renewing
1) Commander Robert Csuti

RENEWAL RATES FOR MEMBERSHIP:
Avenger-only annual membership is $10.00 per 
individual; $12.50 family membership rate. 
This provides the hardcopy membership packet 
and access to electronic versions of Avenger News 
newsletter.
Member of STARFLEET get discounted rates.
An Avenger annual membership is $5.00 for an 
individual, $7.50 for a family, providing the same things 
as above.

If you’d like to receive in the mail a printed copy of the 
bi-monthly newsletter, please add $5.00.
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SCIENCE HIGHLIGHTS: Interesting Stuff from the World of Science
Compiled By Alex Rosenzweig
Welcome to “Science Highlights”! In this column, members of the Sciences Division (and sometimes others, too!) speak out about 
something science related that they thought was of particular interest since the last issue of Avenger News. So, without further ado, let 
me turn the spotlight on… Science!

Now You See ‘Em, Now You Don’t
Contributed by Tim Drude
Where are Saturn’s rings going??  
From AOL News:
   “Red Alert: Saturn’s rings are vanishing.
   “Around the world, amateur astronomers have noticed the change; 
Saturn’s wide open rings are rapidly narrowing into a thin line. Efrain 
Morales Rivera reports, “The rings have narrowed considerably in the 
last year. The Cassini division (a dark gap in the rings) is getting hard 
to see.”
   “Four hundred years ago, the same phenomenon puzzled Galileo. 
Peering through a primitive spy glass, he discovered Saturn’s rings in 

1610 and immediately wrote to his Medici 
patrons: ‘I found another very strange 
wonder, which I should like to make 
known to their Highnesses....’ He was 
dumbfounded, however, when the rings 
winked out little more than a year later.
   “What happened?
   “The same thing that’s happening now: 
we’re experiencing a ‘ring plane crossing’. As Saturn goes around 
the sun, it periodically turns its rings edge-on to Earth — once every 
14-to-15 years. Because the rings are so thin, they can actually 
disappear when viewed through a small telescope.
   “In the months ahead, Saturn’s rings will become thinner and 
thinner until, on 4 September 2009, they vanish. When this 
happened to Galileo in 1612, he briefly abandoned his study of the 
planet. Big mistake: ring plane crossings are good times to discover 
new Saturnian moons and faint outer rings.
   “It’s also a good time to behold Saturn’s curiously blue north 
pole. In 2005, the Cassini spacecraft flew over Saturn’s northern 
hemisphere and found the skies there as azure as Earth itself. Saturn 
is a planet of golden clouds, but for some reason clouds at high 
northern latitudes have cleared, revealing a dome of surprising blue.”

Want to know more? Check out: http://news.aol.com/story/_a/
saturns-rings-are-vanishing-again/20080319162009990001?ncid=N
WS00010000000001

Star Sets New World Record!
Contributed by Tim Drude
Talk about waaaaay out there!
  “The explosion of a star halfway across the universe was so huge it 
set a record for the most distant object that could be seen on Earth 
by the naked eye.
   “The aging star, in a previously unknown galaxy, exploded in a 
gamma ray burst 7.5 billion light years away, its light finally reaching 
Earth early Wednesday.

   “The gamma rays were detected 
by NASA’s Swift satellite at 2:12 
a.m. ‘We’d never seen one before 
so bright and at such a distance,’ 
NASA’s Neil Gehrels said. It was 
bright enough to be seen with the 
naked eye.

   “However, NASA has no reports that any skywatchers 
spotted the burst, which lasted less than an hour. Telescopic 
measurements show that the burst - which occurred when 
the universe was about half its current age, before Earth was 
formed - was bright enough to be seen without a telescope.
   “The 7.5 billion light-years away far eclipses the previous 
naked eye record of 2.5 million light years. One light year is 9.5 
trillion kilometers.
   “ ‘This is roughly halfway to the edge of the universe,’ Penn 
State University astronomer David Burrows said.
   Before it exploded, the star was about 40 times bigger than 
our sun. The explosion vaporized any planet nearby, Gehrels 
said.”

To learn more, visit: http://news.aol.com/story/_a/distant-stars-
explosion-shatters-record/20080321184809990001

Water’s Weird When Really Cold
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
When water hits really low temperatures, odd things 
happen.
From Science News Online:
   “You wouldn’t expect to learn much about the properties of 
water by watching a square dance. But think again. Following 

the caller’s lead, the dancers meet, 
separate, weave, and swing in a 
perfectly fluid manner.
   “It turns out that similar 
coordinated maneuvers—with water 
molecules taking the places of 
the dancers—may be responsible 
for some of water’s most puzzling 
features, an array of recent research 
findings suggest. 

   “As liquids go, water is a radical nonconformist—differing 
from other liquids in dozens of ways. Most famous among 
water’s peculiarities is its density at low temperatures. While 
other liquids contract and get denser as they cool toward 
their freezing points, water stops contracting and starts to 
expand. That’s why ice floats and frozen pipes burst.
   “Water gets even weirder at colder temperatures, where 
it can exist as a liquid in a supercooled state well below 
its ordinary freezing point. Recent evidence suggests that 
supercooled water splits its personality into two distinct 
phases—another oddity unseen in other liquids. And last year, 
water surprised scientists yet again, when they found that 
at –63 degrees Celsius, supercooled water’s weird behavior 
returns to ‘normal’. 
   “That discovery, scientists say, may help explain some 
aspects of water’s peculiar personality, such as its ability 
to transition from gas to liquid to solid and back to liquid 
again. Findings from related experiments have important 
implications for understanding how water interacts with 
biological molecules, such as proteins, and may lead to better 
ways of freezing and storing biological tissues such as sperm 
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and human oocytes.”

Want to know more? Look here: http://www.sciencenews.org/
articles/20080126/bob9.asp

When Worlds Collide…
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
A strange object in a distant star system might be the result 
of two protoplanets colliding.
From World Science:
   “A ‘mystery object’ orbiting a distant star might have formed from 
the collision and merger of two developing planets, astronomers say. 
   “Researchers have long puzzled over what they call the object’s 
seemingly impossible combination of temperature, brightness, 
age and location. ‘This is a strange enough object that it needs a 
strange explanation,’ said Eric Mamajek of the Harvard-Smithsonian 

Center for Astrophysics in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, one of two researchers 
who proposes the collision scenario based 
on new studies.
   “The proposal was presented at 
the annual meeting of the American 
Astronomical Society in Austin, Texas.
   “The object, known as 2M1207B, orbits a 
brown dwarf star lying the direction of the 
constellation Centaurus, 170 light-years 
from Earth. A light-year is the distance 
light travels in a year. Computer models 

indicate the star is eight million years old, very young for a star, 
astronomers said; thus its companion should also be no more than 
that old, since such objects form around the same time.
   “At this age, the companion should have cooled to less than 1,300 
degrees Fahrenheit (1,000 Kelvin), said Mamajek and his colleague, 
Michael Meyer of the University of Arizona. But it’s measured to 
have nearly twice that temperature. The researchers say friction 
from a recent collision might explain the extra heat.”

To discover more, look here: http://www.world-science.net/
othernews/080110_merger.htm

No Dearth of Earths
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
A recent study suggests that 
Earthlike planets may be quite 
common.
From Science News Online:
   “Supposedly, there’s no place like 
home. But a new study suggests that 
earthlike planets orbit or are forming 
around many, if not most, nearby 
sunlike stars, providing places where life might have gained a 
foothold.
   “That conclusion comes from an infrared survey of some 300 
stars similar in mass to the sun and ranging in age from a youthful 
3 million years to a middle-aged 3 billion. Using NASA’ Spitzer 
Space Telescope, Mike Meyer of the University of Arizona in Tucson 
and his colleagues surveyed those stars and their surroundings at 
an infrared wavelength of 24 µm. In many cases more radiation 
was emitted than the stars themselves could have produced, 
indicating the presence of dust. That may in turn be a sign of 

possible terrestrial planet formation, Meyer and his colleagues, 
including Lynne Hillenbrand and John Carpenter of the California 
Institute of Technology in Pasadena, argue in the 1 February 
Astrophysical Journal Letters.”

For more info, hop over to: http://www.sciencenews.org/articles/
20080202/fob2.asp

Mercury is a Surprising Place!
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig

New data from a spacecraft 
has offered lots of interesting 
surprises about the innermost 
planet of our system.
From Science@NASA:
   “After a journey of more than 2 
billion miles and three and a half 

years, NASA’s Messenger spacecraft flew by Mercury on 14 
January 2008, and it has beamed back some surprises.
   “‘This flyby allowed us to see a part of the planet never 
before viewed by spacecraft, and our little craft has returned 
a gold mine of exciting data,’ said Sean Solomon, Messenger’s 
principal investigator at the Carnegie Institution of Washington. 
The spacecraft’s cameras and other sensors collected more than 
1,200 images and made the first up-close measurements of 
Mercury since Mariner 10 visited the planet in the mid-1970s.
   “Researchers once thought Mercury to be much like Earth’s 
moon, but Messenger has found many differences. For instance, 
unlike the moon, Mercury has huge cliffs with structures snaking 
hundreds of miles across the planet’s face. The spacecraft also 
revealed impact craters that appear very different from lunar 
craters. One particularly curious crater has been dubbed ‘The 
Spider’. 
   “This formation never has been seen on Mercury before and 
nothing like it has been observed on the moon. It lies in the 
middle of a huge impact crater called the Caloris basin and 
consists of more than 100 narrow, flat-floored troughs radiating 
from a complex central region.” 

Want to know more? Go to: http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/
y2008/30jan_mercurysurprise.htm?list938492

All Blue Eyes from One Source?
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
New research suggests that all blue-eyed people might 
have had a single ancestor.
From World Science:
   “New research has found that blue-eyed people have one, 
common ancestor who lived between 6,000 and 10,000 years 
ago. At some point then—a time by which humans were in 
most of Earth’s livable areas, agriculture was spreading and the 
first civilizations were forming—a mutation produced blue eyes, 
University of Copenhagen biologists say
   “ ‘Originally, we all had brown eyes,’ said one of the 
researchers, Hans Eiberg. But a mutation affecting a gene called 
OCA2 ‘resulted in the creation of a ‘switch’ which literally turned 
off the ability to produce brown eyes.’ 
   “The gene, he explained, codes for the production of a protein 
involved in producing melanin, the pigment that gives color to 
our hair, eyes and skin. 
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   “The ‘switch’ is located not within the gene, but in a directly 
neighboring gene; yet it influences OCA2, Eiberg said. The result 
is a reduction in the production of melanin in the iris—effectively 
‘diluting’ brown eyes to blue, Eiberg went on. If it turned off 
melanin production completely, he said, it would produce albinos, 
or people without pigment in their hair, skin or eyes.
  “The findings appeared in the 3 January online issue of the 
research journal Human Genetics.”

For more on this story, check out: http://www.world-science.net/
othernews/080131_blueeyes
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   “Few modern animals are as deserving of the title ‘living fossil’ as 
the lowly horseshoe crab. Seemingly unchanged since before the 
Age of Dinosaurs, these venerable sea creatures can now claim a 
history that reaches back almost half-a billion years.
   “In a collaborative research article published recently in the 
British journal Palaeontology, a team of Canadian scientists 
revealed rare new horseshoe crab fossils from 445 million year-old 
Ordovician age rocks in central and northern Manitoba, which are 
about 100 million years older than any previously known forms.”

Want to know more? Point your browsers to: http://
www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/02/080207135801.htm

Language May Evolve in Bursts
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
Instead of just a gradual evolution throughout its history, a 
language might change very rapidly at key points in time.
From Science Daily:
   “Scientists at the University of Reading have discovered that 
languages change and evolve in rapid bursts rather than in a 
steady pattern. The research investigates thousands of years of 
language evolution, and looks at the way in which languages split 
and evolve. It has long been accepted that the desire for a distinct 
social identity may cause languages to change quickly, but it has 
not previously been known whether such rapid bursts of change are 
a regular feature of the evolution of human language.
   “The findings show that initially, the basic vocabulary of newly 
formed languages develops and changes quite quickly, and this is 
then followed by longer periods of slower and gradual change.
   “Rapid bursts of change at the time of language splitting are 
important processes in language evolution, and the research has 
found that these account for between 10 and 33 % of the total 
divergence amongst the basic vocabularies of the language groups 
studied. The research used data to construct evolutionary tree 
diagrams to explore the relationships between languages. The 
diagrams describe the separate paths of evolution leading from a 
common ancestral language to a set of distinct languages at the 
tips of the tree.
   “Professor Mark Pagel from the University of Reading said, ‘Our 
research suggests that rapid bursts of change occur in languages, 

The Horseshoe Crab is Older 
Than We Thought
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
Ancient fossils place the emergence 
of the horseshoe crab quite a bit 
earlier than previously believed.
From Science Daily:

and this reflects a human ability to adjust languages at critical 
times of cultural evolution, such as during the emergence of new 
and rival groups.’ “

To find out more, check out: http://www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2008/02/080206154123.htm

Sol System in Miniature!
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
Far across the galaxy, what looks like a smaller version of our 
solar system has been discovered.
From the New York Times:
   “Astronomers said that they had found a miniature version of 
our own solar system 5,000 light-years across the galaxy — the 
first planetary system that really looks like our own, with outer 
giant planets and room for smaller inner planets. 
   “ ‘It looks like a scale model of our solar system,’ said Scott 
Gaudi, an assistant professor of astronomy at Ohio State 
University. Dr. Gaudi led an international team of 69 professional 
and amateur astronomers who announced the discovery in a 
news conference with reporters.
   “Their results are being published in the journal Science. The 
discovery, they said, means that our solar system may be more 
typical of planetary systems across the universe than had been 
thought.
   “In the newly discovered system, a planet about two-thirds of 
the mass of Jupiter and another about 90 percent of the mass of 
Saturn are orbiting a reddish star at about half the distances that 
Jupiter and Saturn circle our own Sun. The star is about half the 
mass of the Sun. 
Neither of the two giant planets is a likely abode for life as we 
know it. But, Dr. Gaudi said, warm rocky planets — suitable for 
life — could exist undetected in the inner parts of the system.
   “ ‘This could be a true solar system analogue,’ he said.”

To learn more, proceed to: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/15/
science/space/15planets.html

Could Earthlike Worlds Orbit Alpha Centauri?
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
A new study suggests that the nearest star might also be 
orbited by the nearest Earthlike world.
From Astronomy Now Online:
   “Alpha Centauri, the closest star system to our Solar System, 
should harbor detectable Earth-like planets, according to a new 
study by astronomers at the University of Santa Cruz. 
   “Computer simulations of planet formation were performed to 
show that terrestrial planets are likely to have formed around one 
of the three stars in the system, Alpha Centauri B. Moreover, the 
planets would have formed in the ‘habitable zone’, where liquid 
water can exist on the planet’s surface. Although many different 
simulations were performed, starting with a variety of different 
initial conditions, in every case a system of multiple planets 
evolved with at least one planet about the size of Earth.
   “The team are confident that a rocky, Earth-like planet could 
be detected around Alpha Centauri B using the existing Doppler 
detection method, which has already revealed the majority of the 
228 known extrasolar planets.”
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To fi nd out more, check out: http://www.astronomynow.com/news/080312alphacentauri/

We’ve Been Here For How Long...?
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
It’s looking like people have been living in the Americas for longer than we thought.
From World Science:
   “Arche ol o gists are pre sent ing what they call the lat est ev i dence that a tra di tion al ac count of the peo pling of the Amer i cas is wrong.
   “The mainstream view pre vail ing in the past sev er al dec ades holds that hu mans en tered the con ti nent about 12,000 years ago us ing 
a tem po rary land bridge from north east ern Asia to Alas ka. These mi grants would have giv en rise to a cul ture of mam moth hunters 
known for their un ique stone pro ject ile-points and dubbed Clo vis, af ter re mains found near Clo vis, N.M., in the 1930s.
   “But in re cent years ev i dence has turned up that the fi rst Amer i cans might have been con sid erably old er, some ar chae o lo gists ar gue. 
   “A new re view pub lished in the re search jour nal Sci ence con tends that that the fi rst Amer i cans had their roots in south ern Si be ria, 
ven tured across the Ber ing land bridge probably around 22,000 years ago, and mi grat ed down in to the Amer i cas as early as 16,000 
years ago.”

Curious? Explore this at: http://www.world-science.net/othernews/080313_americas

SCIENCE HIGHLIGHTS: Interesting Stuff from the World of Science

STARFLEET and REGION 7 NEWS
STARFLEET News:

** FLEET HQ announced two new ways for you to provide your input to STARFLEET’s leadership:
   - Take part in the online polls – They will be presenting questions there for your input (http://survey.sfi .org).  The current poll will end on 31 May.
   - An offi cial discussion list has also been created for the members of STARFLEET to discuss STARFLEET matters -- sfi -l  Access it at http://
lists.sfi .org/listinfo.cgi/sfi -l-sfi .org

** The STARFLEET Personnel Offi ce has reopened, with ADM Dennis Gray serving as Director of Personnel. Several of ADM Gray’s key ideas include:
   - Create a pool of members interested in volunteering their time and service for the betterment of STARFLEET. From this pool, job positions at the 
fl eet level could/would be fi lled.
   - Web pages on the SFI website, with space dedicated to listing most, if not all, the positions that would be fi lled from interested applicants, as well as 
a brief description of each job, and the duties thereof.
   - The capability to submit your interest/application right online, without having to go through a staffer. But that’s down the road a bit.

Members who are interested in, and would like to volunteer for, positions as they open should send a private email to: personnel@sfi .org
(please, do NOT send to a list!!!) with the following –
   - A STARFLEET resume: We want to know who you are, positions you’ve held, what you’ve done, etc.
   - Name & rank
   - Region & chapter
   - Time in FLEET
   - Contact information (email, US mail, phone)
   - SCC #
List any departments, or particular positions, you might be interested in, or if you want to be considered for any and all positions, and if you’d be willing 
to serve as a member-at-large on the ECAB committees that are sometimes formed.

Email is the preferred method to submit your information, either in the body of the email, or as an attached fi le (text (.txt) is preferred). If you or 
someone you know wants to send their information via US mail, contact ADM Gray *privately* via email (personnel@sfi .org), and he will send you a 
contact address.

** IC 2008 will be held on 27-29 June in Ithaca, NY. The website is at http://www.ic2008.org/  The IC will include an auction to raise funds for the 
STARFLEET Scholarship Program. A number of cool items are already lined up, but donations will still be gratefully accepted. If you have Trek or 
Sci-fi  memorabilia in great condition that you would like to donate to this auction, please contact Jen Cohen at jencohen05@yahoo.com

** STARFLEET Academy News:
- Reed Bates is the new Scholarship Director.
- LTJG Richard Harris (aka Cade Valdor) is starting the Culinary Arts Academy. This is a completely new course from information he 
received from his culinary school training. Cade will offer 3 levels: BASIC (which is done) will be basic culinary knowledge, INTERMEDIATE (in the works) 
will be cooking techniques and different regional cuisines, and ADVANCED (in planning stages) will involve actual cooking. The student will 
have to duplicate a cooking technique that he demonstrates through VIDEO!
- The following schools will be temporarily closed:
Klingon Warrior Academy
College of Star Wars Studies
MURP/ VRCP program
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Region 7 News:

** U.S.S. Sovereign Anniversary Party – The U.S.S. Sovereign invites everyone to come and celebrate their 18th Anniversary on Saturday, 7 June 
2008. The event will be at Dave and Buster’s, located at 325 N. Columbus Boulevard in Philadelphia, PA (215-413-1951). The party starts at Noon with 
lunch. For this event, the lunch is your choice, but Sovereign is providing desert. The menu is not pricey and there is a good variation  of choices. Of 
course Dave and Buster’s has gaming, pool, soft drinks, and not-so-soft drinks. The atmosphere is happy, and the view of the water is great. It’s also 
not far from South Street or Old Town, should you like to wander there for sight-seeing.

** RC Joe Hoolihan named Larry French to the post of Region 7 Electronic Services Offi cer.

** U.S.S. Challenger’s 20th Anniversary, October 11, 2008, 7pm, Sheraton Eatontown Hotel, Eatontown, NJ.  The cost for this event is $50.00 and 
includes a three course buffet dinner, coffee, tea and soft drinks.  A cash bar will also be available.  Entrees include Chicken Saltimbocca, Sliced Beef 
Sirloin and Vegetarian Lasagna.  Assorted salads, side dishes and dessert will also be served as well.  As a special added bonus, since there will not be a 
regional conference next year, the U.S.S. Challenger has secured the hotel’s state-of-the-art Amphitheatre for a Region 7 Meeting at 1:00pm.  Attendees 
of the party can use this opportunity to schmooze, catch up and discuss regional business in a comfortable face-to-face setting.  However, no one will be 
allowed to take advantage of this meeting without having registered for the dinner event and there will also be no “meeting-only” option offered.  If you 
wish to stay the night, the hotel is offering our attendees a special rate of $115.00 per room, per night.

** The Annual Region 7 Awards for 2007 have been announced. From Vice-Admiral Joe Hoolihan, Regional Coordinator, Region 7:
Here are our Winners:

  Offi cer of the Year: Mark Van Houton USS Britannic
  Flag Offi cer of the Year: Todd Brugmans USS Avenger
  Enlisted Member of the Year: Claire Halber USS Sovereign
  Junior Member of the Year: Jada Avery USS Flying Fox
  Staff Member of the Year: Joe Dorffner USS Edinburgh
  CO of the Year: Angel Avery USS Flying Fox
  Helping Hands: Jay Ansky USS Sovereign
  Shakedown Chapter of the Year: USS Hecate
  Support Ship of the Year: USS Avenger
  Newsletter of the Year: USS Niagara
  Chapter of the Year: USS Avenger

My personal CONGRATULATIONS, and my sincere thanks to the awardees! You folks help make the Region FUN!!!
           VADM Joe Hoolihan
           CO, USS Matrix NCC-72296
           Regional Coordinator, Region 7

** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com)  Mike Stein has individual pre-paid mailing 
baggies bar-coded with the Region 7 account info. If you need any, please contact him at JusticeOC@aol.com

STARFLEET and REGION 7 NEWS

AVENGER FICTION: CITY BENEATH THE ROCKS
By Alex Rosenzweig, with Judy Waidlich and Matt Rielly

   “Space, The Final Frontier...  These are the continuing voyages of the starship 
Avenger. Her ongoing mission: to explore strange, new worlds; to seek out new 
life and new civilizations; to boldly go where no one has gone before.”

   Many members’ questions have dealt with the fi ctional Avenger. Since we call 
for members to make up personnel fi les for their characters, members want to 
know just how our fi ctional universe works. What does the fi ctional Avenger do? 
How does it fi t into the Star Trek Universe as portrayed on TV and in the fi lms, 
books, comics, etc.? To answer these questions, and to (hopefully) keep you folks 
entertained, this series of articles was born. 

   For this issue, we return to the story of the survey of UFC-
18249-IV, for the fourth chapter in our ongoing tale of the 
Avenger’s mission to that planet. Things are ramping up now! 
(For those coming in in mid-stream, the previous chapters are 
“The Survey Begins”, “The Circle”, and “Descent into Wonder”, 
all of which are available on the Avenger website at http://
www.ussavenger.org ).

City Beneath the Rocks

   Before the landing party turned back to the city of the Foroon, 
Waidlich tapped her communicator pin and said, “Waidlich to 
Avenger.” There was no response. “Waidlich to Avenger,” she 
repeated a bit louder. Still nothing. “Hmm... Waidlich said. 
“Waidlich to Horizon.” This time, she was rewarded with a bit of 
staticky crackling, but still no real contact.
   The others all tried to make contact, as well, with similar results.
   “There must be too much rock to punch a signal through,” said 
Miller. Escaban nodded agreement.
   “That could be a problem,” Waidlich said. “I guess we should have 
brought some relays with us.”
   “But we had no way of knowing that we were going to fi nd 
anything like this,” Chin noted.
   “That’s true,” Waidlich agreed, “but we still need to let the 
others know what we’ve found.” She turned to one of the security 
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specialists. “Ensign Dekker, I’d like you to climb back up to the 
surface Tell Mr. Rigoni that we’re all fine here, and let him know 
what we’ve found. Tell him, also, not to worry unless we’ve not 
been heard from for a full day.”
   “Aye, Captain, will do,” said Dekker. Checking her equipment, 
she started walking away from the city and back toward where the 
party had hidden their cables.
   “Captain,” asked Miller, “what should we be telling these people? 
Are we in a Prime Directive situation?”
   “They already know that we’re from outside their normal 
experience,” Kimko said.
   “Right,” Waidlich agreed, “but let’s not go into any more detail 
than we absolutely have to, at least until we know how much they 
understand.” The exec looked at each member of the landing party 
in turn. “Any objections?”
   There were none, and the members of the landing party walked 
back to where the Foroon waited.

   “Welcome back,” Chanret said.
   “Thank you,” Waidlich replied.
   “Captain,” asked one of the other men, whose name was Metnar, 
“where has Ensign Dekker gone?”
   “She was called to return to the…world above,” Waidlich 
explained. “Her time with us was limited.”
   “I understand,” Metnar replied. “I hope her journey is a safe 
one.”
   “Thank you,” said Waidlich.
   “We do, as well,” added Escaban.
   “Meanwhile, though, we’re still very curious about your city,” 
Waidlich said. “Would you mind showing us around?”
   “We would be very pleased to do so,” Chanret said. “Please, 
accompany us.”
   The group began walking along the thoroughfare upon which 
they had first met, moving into the city. The Avenger landing party 
looked in fascination at the structures amidst which they walked,
   “Does the city have a name?” asked Chin.
   Another of the Foroon women, Vasmitt, said, “We call it Roontall, 
which means ‘Our Place’. Perhaps a simple name, but it suffices.”
   The Avenger officers smiled.
   Escaban commented wryly, “One of the names of Humans’ home 
planet is ‘Earth’, which means ‘soil’ or ‘dirt’. So we can’t exactly 
make any grand claims about the name of our home, either.”
   The Foroon chuckled at that. “Whatever its name, we are proud 
of our city, and taking care of it is very important to us,” Chanret 
explained.
   “Is everything you need available to you here in the city?” asked 
Waidlich.
   Alitohn nodded. “Yes. We have farms on the far side of the city, 
and we recycle as much as we possibly can. Our traditions speak 
very strongly about not wasting anything.”
   Miller leaned close to Escaban and whispered, “A closed system. 
Not unexpected for this type of environment.”
   Escaban nodded. “Right. It fits.”
   “Where do your heat and light come from?” asked Kimko.
   “Heat comes from the rocks themselves,” explained Chanret. 

“The light comes from above, though I admit that no one has seen 
its source in many years. The glow varies, growing brighter and 
dimmer by turns.”
   “Diurnal cycle,” Escaban said thoughtfully. Miller nodded, too.
   “Water comes from a river running through the rock,” Alitohn was 
explaining in response to a question from Chin, “but in deference 
to the traditions, we have not explored to discover how far the river 
travels.”
   Waidlich listened thoughtfully to the questions and answers, 
remembering the story of Yonada, the great vessel of the Fabrini 
which the Enterprise had discovered around 40 years ago. She 
began thinking of the Oracle and the Book of the People.
   “Chanret,” she asked, “do you have a place where you keep 
records or archives?”
   “Several, actually,” Chanret replied. “Libraries are an important 
part of our society. We have always been taught that it is important 
to honor and remember our history.” He looked off to one side, 
as the group was passing a moderately-sized structure at the 
intersection of two wide avenues. “For example, this is a shrine to 
our ancestors.” He raised his voice a bit, so the group could hear 
him. “Let us show our friends the shrine.”
   The Foroon led the Avenger officers into the shrine. The lobby was 
high and vaulted, and the place was pervaded with an atmosphere 
of contemplation. The walls were adorned with a series of murals, 
stylized scenes of a people being led down a staircase into a cavern, 
and the gradual building of a city and  society within.
   “Is this Foroon history?” asked Chin.
   “Yes,” said Alitohn. “They were painted not long ago to be a 
representation of the written records.”
   “Are those records extensive?” wondered Miller.
   “The more recent ones, yes,” Alitohn explained, “though even the 
early records are clear. They tell of how we were brought to the city 
and told that we must remain, lest we be destroyed.”
   “But, wait,” said Waidlich, “you said before that you’d been here 
for as long as you can remember.”
   “And that is true,” said Chanret. “The old records are unclear 
about when our people came here, only that we were brought to this 
place and told to stay, lest there be grave consequences.”
   “Moreover,” Vasmitt added, “the traditions tell us that, when the 
time is right, we will be contacted and told that we can ascend to 
the world above.”
   The Foroon suddenly stopped and looked at each other, then back 
at the Avenger crewmembers.
   “Is it possible?” asked Metnar.
   “No! I cannot believe that!” said one of the other men, Bretvil.
   “The traditions are vague,” Vasmitt said.
   “But these people knew nothing of us!” exclaimed Bretvil. “How 
could they be the ones who will lead us in the ascent?”
   “Perhaps the traditions were not intended to be taken literally,” 
suggested Metnar. “Perhaps it is not an actual visitation by the 
people who led our ancestors here, but instead is a circumstance 
that leads us to make a choice, ourselves.”
   “I don’t understand,” said Kimko. “What are you talking 
about?”
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   Gottlieb closed the channel, and Maldonado exchanged looks with 
the Saurian Chief of Operations, Huzyur, S’H’I. S’H’I shtugged.
   “For what it’s worth, Captain,” he said, “the team that went down 
there are all expert spelunkers.”
   “Even Judy’s a qualified climber,” Maldonado agreed. “She 
certified for various archaeological ops.”
   “Right,” S’H’I said. “So, why worry?” And he smiled.
   “Still...” the captain said.
   “Let’s see what happens,” said S’H’I, trying to be reassuring.
   After another half-hour, though, even Maldonado was getting 
concerned at the continued lack of news. He was just about to call 
Security and have them send down another landing party when 
Gottlieb said, “Sir, Mr. Rigoni’s on for you.”
   Maldonado gestured toward his chair-arm control, and at 
Gottlieb’s nod, tapped the switch. “Maldonado here.”
   “Rigoni, Captain. Ensign Dekker just came back out of the 
cave.”
   “Put her on,” said Maldonado.
   “Dekker here, Captain.”
   “Report, Ensign.”
   “Sir, the rest of the landing party’s fine. And, sir, we made a 
major discovery! There’s a whole city down there! And not just 
ruins; it’s inhabited...and active!” Dekker went on to explain the 
chain of events which had transpired, leading up to the discovery 
that their communicators couldn’t penetrate the layers of rock, and 
Waidlich’s decision to send her back to the surface to let the others 
know what was happening.
   “I’m glad you came back up,” Maldonado told her. “We were 
getting concerned.”
   “Captain Waidlich figured you would,” Dekker said, “and with 
a First Contact situation like this, she didn’t want you out of the 
loop.”
   “Good choices,” said Maldonado. “This is what you’re going 
to do...” The CO outlined his plan. A series of communication 
relays would be beamed down, and Dekker would set them up in a 
descending series from the mouth of the cave at the surface to the 
entry to the cavern of the Foroon city. Once the relays were placed 
and tested, and a solid communication link verified, Dekker would 
rejoin the landing party in the city.
   “I understand, sir,” Dekker acknowledged, once the captain was 
done.
   “We’ll have the relays down in a few minutes,” said Maldonado. 
“Avenger out.” Gottlieb closed the channel and contacted the duty 
personnel in the Communications Bay to have them get the relays 
out of ship’s stores.

----------

   “So,” Jamretin went on, “what brings such unusual people as 
yourselves to see me today?”
   Chanret explained why they had come. When he finished, he 
Archivist looked closely at the starship officers. “You came down 
the walls of the world?”
   Kimko nodded, and Waidlich said, “We are from a far place, 
and our visit to Roontall was actually a surprise. But with so many 

   Chanret explained. “As Vasmitt said, our traditions tell us that, 
in time, we will be contacted and told that we may climb the walls 
of the world and ascend into the world above. Our charge is to be 
patient and await that time. But the traditions do not tell us how the 
contact will take place. You are the first in our recorded history to 
have come from the world above, and this has led to the questions 
you have seen asked.”
   “Chanret,” Waidlich said earnestly, “I can honestly tell you that 
we weren’t sent by anyone to find you. Bretvil is right in that we 
didn’t know you existed until we explored a cave opening and came 
upon the cavern that houses Roontall.”
   “See?” said Bretvil. “How could they be the ones? Waidlich 
admits that they didn’t know about us.”
   “But if we are not to interpret the traditions literally,” Alitohn 
countered, “then what they know might not be as important as the 
choice we make.”
   “Before anyone goes running off to make decisions,” Waidlich 
interjected, before the Foroon could start another round of 
theological debate, “are there any records that might have 
something to say about this?”
   “The traditions come from the most ancient of the codices, in 
which our ancestors were given the original commandments.”
   “Could we see them?” asked Waidlich.
   “The codices are protected, but it is not forbidden to see them,” 
said Chanret. “They are housed in the Hall of Archives, here in the 
shrine.”
   “Can we go there?” asked Escaban.
   Chanret laughed softly. “You may be from another place, but 
your curiosity does you credit. Follow me.” He led the way 
into the depths of the shrine, the other Foroon and the Avenger 
crewmembers following. They walked through the main sanctuary 
and then down a dimly-lit, hallway to one side. At the end of the 
hall, Chanret lifted a mallet from a receptacle and pounded slowly 
on the stone door.
   After a moment, the door slowly swung open on heavy hinges and 
a voice was heard from within. “You may enter.”
   The group filed into the chamber, and were met by an older-looking 
Foroon man, who was introduced as Jamretin, the Archivist.
   “A pleasure to meet you, sir,” Waidlich said formally.
   “Let us speak for a while, and then we shall see if you still feel 
that way,” Jamretin said, though his eyes sparkled with what 
seemed to be humor.

----------

   On board the Avenger, Commander Gottlieb turned from the 
Communications station. “Captain, we’re receiving a signal from 
Lt. Commander Rigoni.”
   “On audio, Commander,” said Captain Maldonado.
   “Avenger, this is Rigoni. It’s been over six hours, and there’s been 
no contact from the landing party since they went into the caves.”
   “Did the exec give you any instructions?” Maldonado.
   “Just not to worry,” answered Rigoni.
   “Of course,” muttered Maldonado. “All right, Mr. Rigoni, keep 
me advised if anything changes. Avenger out.”

AVENGER FICTION: CITY BENEATH THE ROCKS



AVENGER NEWS  AN-108 April./May 2008

15

AVENGER FICTION: CITY BENEATH THE ROCKS
questions arising about what our arrival might mean, in relation 
to your history and traditions, we wondered if the ancient records 
might tell us anything.”
   “Ah, so you wish to learn from the oldest codices,” Jamretin said 
sagely.
   “Yes,” said Waidlich. “In our experience, it is the records which 
are the closest to the beginnings of a tradition that give the truest 
telling of that tradition.”
   “You are wise, I see,” Jamretin said. “Very well. I and my 
assistant shall conduct the research you request.” Chin started to 
say something, but Jamretin held up a hand. “Please understand: 
the traditions are very clear, and for good reason. The oldest 
codices are very old, and very fragile. They must be handled with 
the utmost of care.”
   “We understand completely,” Waidlich assured him.
   “If you will wait here,” the Archivist said, and he slipped away 
into the shadowy depths of the Archive.

   Some time later, both Jamretin and his assistant returned. They 
looked pensive.
   “What did you find?” asked Chanret.
   “Some of the codices are in fact sealed. But one which is not tells 
us that the others may only be opened upon the arrival of the herald, 
who will then lead us to the world above. Until that time, however, 
we are instructed to remain here, and the oldest codex is very clear 
that we were brought here for our safety, and if we were to leave 
Roontall before we are told it is safe, that safety would be at risk.”
   “Archivist, is there anything in the codex about how we should 
identify the herald?”
   Jamretin shook his head. “Only that we will know the herald 
when it comes to us.”
   “Ohhh, great,” Escaban whispered to Chin. “Back to 
interpretations again.”
   “Archivist,” Waidlich asked, trying again, “is there any way at all 
we could access those sealed codices?”
   “I think that it could only happen if our leaders were to decide that 
the time had come for us to get that information, herald or not.”
   “I understand,” Judy told him, though she had to admit to 
being frustrated. She just had a feeling that there was important 
information in one of those sealed codices.
   Jamretin leaned and spoke in a soft, conspiratorial tone. “I’ve 
always wanted to know what’s in them.”
   Waidlich chuckled softly. “I can completely understand.”
   Meanwhile, the other Foroon had resumed the debate over 
whether the Avenger landing party could be construed as the herald, 
and even if not, whether it was time to move beyond the traditions 
and take matters into their own hands. Not unexpectedly, the debate 
was getting heated, and to Waidlich’s discomfort, the presence of 
the landing party had become an issue, with some of the Foroon 
arguing that these outsiders might themselves be a signal that it was 
time to look anew at the old ways.
   In the midst of all the argument, Vasmitt and a Foroon man who 
had the distinct bearing of a security guard. “Please come with us,” 
Vasmitt said. She led the way out from the Hall of Archives and to 
a room that bore a striking resemblance to a lounge. “If you’ll wait 

here, we’ll let you know when a decision has been made.”
   “Of course,” Waidlich said. “Thank you.”
   Vasmitt nodded, and she and the guard left.
   The exec looked at the other members of the landing party, and 
sighed. “I hate when First Contacts get complicated.”

FINIS

* * * * * * * * * * 

   In future articles, we’ll continue to talk about what’s 
aboard the ship, how various systems work, crew specifics, 
etc. (Members are urged to suggest topics. If there’s 
something you want to know about the ship, chances are 
that someone else wants to know, too. So send in your 
questions, and we’ll try to get answers for you in upcoming 
columns.)
   This column also supports short stories! Stories should be 
no more than 4 pages in 10-point type, and can be about 
anything in the Avenger Universe. (Serializations are also 
accepted, but the story must be submitted complete, and 
arrangements with the column editor and Avenger News 
editor for serialization will be made ahead of time.) We 
hope everyone will take the opportunity to contribute to 
the tales of the Avenger.
   To help you out, we’re also running story ideas each 
issue. These aren’t fleshed out, but are jumping-off points 
from which stories may evolve. If you do see an idea listed 
here that you’d like to build a story from, let me know, so 
that we don’t get multiple members working on the same 
idea. And here we have the next suggestions...

   1] An Avenger Security Officer, on leave to visit his 
family, is accidentally trapped aboard a Science Station 
that has been seized by terrorists. He tries to determine 
(and foil) their plans while evading capture and helping the 
authorities.
   2] The Avenger discovers the largest collapsar/singularity 
ever encountered, and detects a long-lost Federation 
science vessel hanging motionless at the event horizon. In 
their attempts to investigate, their ship takes gravimetric 
damage, forcing them to board the “derelict” vessel for 
equipment to make repairs, where they find the lone 
survivor is a maverick Federation scientist who may be a 
genius or madman...

   Finally, as a part of this series, we include character-files 
of members of the crew. So, if you’ve made up a character-
file, great! If not, why not try making one? We’ll try to 
publish one or two each issue, as space and contributions 
permit. We’re always looking for members to create files 
for their own characters. If you’re interested in creating 
a file for your fictional character, or updating an existing 
file, contact ADM Rosenzweig for help/information.
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From Alex Rosenzweig:

Star Trek: Reanimated
   In 2006, CBS/Paramount decided to re-release Star Trek, the original series, to syndication in High Definition; this was linked to the 40th 
anniversary of the initial broadcast of the series on NBC, its original network. Because the resolution of HD showed up all the damage that has 
occurred to the original film over the years, and also because it showed all the artifacts inherent in the film compositing techniques used at the time, 
particularly in the visual effects of the show, it was decided to recreate the visual effects using modern CGI techniques, trying to adhere to the intent 
of the original shots while making them look pristine in HD.
   Inspired by this and the nearly-concurrent release - finally - of the 1973 Animated Adventures on DVD, Ptrope Pstudios decided that it might 
just be the time to recreate the visuals of at least one episode of the animated series (the one chosen is “The Time Trap”, written by Joyce Perry) 
using similar CGI techniques. However, instead of merely trying to “restore” the original images, Ptrope Pstudios plans to completely re-imagine 
everything about the visual aspect of the show, retaining only the originally-recorded soundtrack, including all dialogue, sound effects and music. The 
only exception to this will be the opening and ending credits, which, partly because of a large and vocal group of fandom who seem to feel that the 
theme music of The Animated Series (TAS) is - to put it mildly - substandard, will be completely redesigned and a new score introduced.
   Star Trek: Reanimated is a community project, created by fans, for fans; members of the community will create models and render animation 
sequences according to the designs and concepts of Ptrope Pstudios, which will also be involved in the direction of the project, the dialogue syncing 
and the character designs, as well as the final editing. STR is not a for-profit enterprise, and intends no infringement of the rights owned by CBS/
Paramount and Viacom, the legitimate owners of all rights regarding Star Trek and its associated properties and licenses.
http://64.225.237.28/Star%5FTrek%5FReanimated/

TrekSpace
Most of us at least know about MySpace, an on-line social networking site, right? Did you know there’s one especially for Star Trek fans? With 
member profiles, groups, forums, and places to post photos and videos, it’s a new take on the Trek community.
http://www.trekspace.org/

Federation Commander
The Star Fleet Universe (the setting for Star Fleet Battles and the other Trek-style games from Amarillo Design Bureau) is one of the more popular 
spin-off universes from the main-line Trekverse. The various games in that world have provided countless hours of fun for many people. This site 
highlights that universe, with a focus on Federation Commander, the new starship combat card game, and Prime Directive, the role-playing game. It 
doesn’t forget the other games, though. Definitely worth a look if you enjoy that take on Trek.
http://www.federationcommander.com/

From Norman Van Houten:

Trek Wars: Kirk vs. Picard
People like to wonder what would happen if Kirk and Picard ever had to fight. Now you can find out in this amusing flash game. Each of the two 
characters has his special attacks, and whoever can do the most damage fastest has a good shot at victory!
http://www.idleworm.com/sfi/strek.shtml

TREKKIN THE WEB

U.S.S.AVENGER - SHIP BBS
The Ship’s BBS was first introduced in the novel Spock’s World, written by Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it was a place where items of interest could be posted for the crew 
to read and respond to. This column is much like that. Things may change from time to time, so keep checking back each issue. <smile>

* Do you have an idea for an event or activity? We love to do stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is based on ideas our members bring to the group, and can be as 
simple as something you enjoy and would like to share. How? It’s easy! Just ask an Avenger Command Staff member for an Event Planner and begin your adventure 
today. Event Planners contain descriptions of events/activities, and both the Planners and sign-up sheets are passed around at each month’s ship meeting. This is a way 
for everyone to find out the details of what’s going on, or to share your ideas for what you want to do! We need your help, because if no one coordinates events, they 
don’t happen!!
* Internet Resources:
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities to interact through the Internet! Check ‘em out...
- The adventure begins with our spiffy website where you can find information about your fellow crewmates and read online logs from your division chief:  http:
//www.ussavenger.org/
- Another great way to contact your STARFLEET buddies is through the Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be found on the Avenger site. Go to the Internet 
Resources link on the navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow the instructions about IRC. NOTE: the current IRC servers are:
   destiny.fleetchat.org (Direct IP Address: 209.178.198.91)
   karma.fleetchat.org (Direct Address: 70.96.227.44)
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great place to get updated news from the Avenger via email and special website features. Check it out at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/avenger-sfi 
- Avenger News newsletters are archived online, in PDF format, in a dedicated, members-only Google Group. The group is here: http://groups.google.com/group/
avengernews?lnk=li
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U.S.S.AVENGER - SHIP BBS
* Our CaféPress Store: You can buy Avenger schtuff online like T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads, etc at the Cafepress Avenger Store, featuring our logo.  The 
anniversary period is done, and the standard logo items have been restored, but there are still a couple of items to bear the anniversary logo, too. New for 2008, though, 
is the calendar. This time, it’s a full-color graphic of our major insignia over time. The store can be found at: http://www.cafepress.com/ussavenger 

* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is there something you’d like that we’re not offering at the Avenger Store? Check out CaféPress’s product list, and if you see something 
there that’s not available in our store, contact Avenger Command and let them know.

* And for all you gamin’ freaks, Avenger also has merchandising for its Hazard Team. Check it out at: http://www.cafepress.com/1860hazard

* A STARFLEET Community of Particular Note: Interested members are invited to join a community called Project SIMELE. “SIMELE” is short for “STARFLEET 
In the Movie and Early Lost Eras”, and its focus is for members or chapters of STARFLEET who have an interest in, use the motif of, or are fictionally set in the 
timeframe of roughly 2270 to 2335 in the Star Trek Universe, to interact. (This, of course, includes the Avenger.) It’s designed to provide a venue for members to share 
resources, exchange ideas and thoughts about playing in this era of Star Trek, possibly develop cooperative fiction, and so forth. Come check the group out at http:
//groups.yahoo.com/group/SIMELE/

* Avenger Blueprints!
Do you find yourself getting lost every time you’re on duty while serving aboard your ship? Maybe you should get one of these spiffy blueprint maps!
From the Federation Frontiers publishing office, we are pleased to offer General Plans for the Avenger-Class Heavy Frigate. No starship, save the famous line of those 
named Enterprise, has received this much attention to detail.  
The twenty (20) sheet set includes:
    - Construction history
    - Ship’s directory
    - Six (6) external views
    - Full starship specifications 
    - Equipment listing (with system contractors)
    - Four (4) cross-section views
    - Plan views of all eleven decks at 1:600 scale
    - Full-sheet details of the bridge, torpedo pod, main engineering, two-level recreation deck, Sickbay, transporter complex, and auxiliary control.

For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at MRupprecht@aol.com, or just visit the Federation Frontiers web site for this and other spectacular Star 
Trek technical documents: http://members.aol.com/FdFrontier/

The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate General Plans cost a mere $10.00 for Avenger crew members, and can be purchased directly from Alex Rosenzweig. You can also buy 
the plans via mail order for $12, which includes shipping charges. Money orders are preferred, and will speed delivery. However, personal checks are acceptable and 
should be payable to “Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom rolled sets are available for $15.00 and deluxe poster-sized sets for $40.00. To order, simply print out the handy 
order form at web site, or send your name, address, e-mail address, number and type of sets desired, along with your check or money order, to the following address:
   Federation Frontiers
   c/o Michael C. Rupprecht
   3711 Bloomingdale Drive
   Hillsborough, NJ  08844-5531

* Avenger Fiction Update
We have several stories being developed for your enjoyment at this time. These include:
- A look at interesting places aboard the Avenger is in this issue!
- “The Other Foot”: What happens when the Avenger encounters a ship from the other end of the galaxy…? This story is finally finished and in beta reads. It’s reaching 
the end of a ten-year odyssey from conception to completion. If anyone would like to take a look at it before final publication, and provide opinions/feedback, contact 
ADM Alex.
- The fourth chapter in the story of the planet survey of UFC-18249-IV has been completed and is published in this issue. General concepts for what we expect to be the 
last two chapters of this story were touched upon, but are not yet detailed. Ideas, suggestions, and volunteers to write other segments of this tale are welcomed. Contact 
ADM Alex.
- The script for a proposed Avenger episode of “Tales of the Seventh Fleet” has been turned into a second draft screenplay, now resembling an actual shooting script. It’s 
still being tweaked and adjusted, and will be seeing some additional scenes added soon.
- A new Avenger short story is in the works from FCAPT Judy, and we hope to be able to bring it to you soon.
- Work continues on Phase II of the AvengerPedia. It will cover material in character files and other background works that have been done over the years. It will add a 
whole new dimension to the current version!
- Suggestions for interesting characters to fill open spots in Avenger’s fictional crew are wanted! You can provide just some rough notes, or a full character file. If you’d 
like to get in on the fun, check in with ADM Alex.
- And don’t forget to work on keeping your own main character’s file up-to-date, too! Or create one if you haven’t done so yet. Check with ADM Alex for assistance if 
you need it.

* Help Wanted!
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help! The following positions are open:
- Press Officer: Write and distribute press releases to the ship’s media list, interact with reporters and other media personnel, and help craft our club image to the world 
at large!
- Chief of Security: Serve on the senior staff, and be a leader of the members in the Security Division. Have a direct voice in the running of the chapter. Highlight 
security/police/safety-oriented interests, both in the Trek Universe and in real life. (This position requires STARFLEET membership in good standing.)
Contact FCAPT Judy or COMM Todd if you’d like to volunteer!
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Next Meeting: 

SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2008
2:00pm

at the North Brunswick Public Library
880 Hermann Rd.

North Brunswick, NJ 08902
http://www.northbrunswicklibrary.org

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of Avenger News, AN-109: 
May 25, 2008

Please submit all submissions to Alex Rosenzweig: alex@tellurian.com

U.S.S.Avenger
331 Academy Terrace Apt. 17
Linden, NJ 07036-5695

PLEASE NOTE: Your U.S.S. Avenger Membership is up for renewal with issue# 


