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Highlights of this Issue

USS Avenger
takes
Region Seven
CHAPTER
of the
YEAR!
Woo-hoo!
Yay us!
a

Welcome Annie to our crew!
She comes to us from our
nearby Challenger friends
and takes on our vacant
slot of Chief Medical
Officer. See her first
Avenger report on page 4.
d

Thanks to Todd, our command
staff is now bedecked in
purple embroidered Avenger
shirts. Thanks Todd!
Contact Todd to get yours
done today!
c
STARFLEET financial crisis.
Seems someone inadvertently
made a mistake while calculating taxes and we’re into the
thick of it. Read page 9 for
the details.
g

With only 300-something days
until Shore Leave 30, rumor
has it that the hotel is
already filling up fast!
Make your reservations!
Call today (410) 785-7000.
b
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“Meanwhile, Back on the Bridge”
USS AVENGER Commanding Officer

CAPT Judy Waidlich

Waidlich@rutchem.rutgers.edu 908-925-6738

News from the
Executive Staff

It’s good to be back on the
bridge. We are halfway through the
summer. My, how time flies. Shore
Leave is now behind us and renaissance faires, the Region 7 Conference, the JDRF Walk, Watkins Glen
Weekend, and more lie ahead.
Shore Leave was fun, as usual. I
did the usual – getting books signed
and attending panels. There was a
sneak peak at the newest “New
Voyages” episode, “World Enough
and Time”, which features George
Takei as guest star. I give it 2
thumbs up and I am thinking about
using it somehow in the College of
Temporal Physics. The world
premiere is in August. I also
attended some astronomy panels. I
had a mission to accomplish. The
astronomy group I belong to is
giving a sidewalk astronomy demo
one night in Maplewood. A request
for giveaways went out, so I
managed to get a few items.
There was the Region 7 meeting,
more panels, dinner with various
friends, and Ten Forward with
Randy, our DJ from the U.S.S.
Avenger’s 20th Anniversary Party.
On Sunday, I spent some time at
the recruitment table and saw
Nichelle Nichols’s talk and the
Boogie Knights.
Back to the Region 7 meeting:
The sector chiefs introduced them-
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selves, then the staff gave their
reports. Most had no reports, but
the Financial Officer informed us
that the region coffers have $268.
Also, the Cadets had items for the
R7 Conference, the Publications
Officer informed us that the latest
“Comm Signals” is almost done, and
Recruitment advised us to make our
plans for the next movie and to be
pro-active. Region 7 Shakedown
Operations has two chapters in
training in our region. An announcement was made about the R7
Conference in September and Mark
Anbinder updated us on the IC2006
aftermath. The mismanagement
occurred with no malice intended.
Even with incomplete record keeping, SFI has managed to get unfilled
merchandise orders filled and
delivered. Anyone still missing items
paid for should get in touch with
Mark. Donations will be made to the
c h a r i t i e s . Th e r e w e r e a l s o
announcements for IC 2007 and IC
2008. Wayne will be working on
the Regional Yearbook and then
came the awards to individuals and
staff. Then the Region 7 annual
award winners were announced.
The U.S.S. Avenger is the 2006
Region 7 Chapter of the Year!
Now a brief word about future
events: IC 2007 is on August 10-12
in Denver, Colorado. The renais-
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sance festivals either are or will be
up and running in New York,
Pennsylvania, and Maryland. Todd
has suggested joining the U.S.S.
Sovereign when they venture to the
PA Renaissance Faire. Todd also is
going to the Maryland Renaissance
Festival’s Celtic Celebration on
September 8-9. It will be a lot of
fun, whether or not you are dressed
in Ren garb. One will be able to pick
up some pirate garb, and coincidentally, the theme for the Region 7
Conference is pirates.
I’ve had a continuous flow of new
people requesting tests from the
College of Temporal Physics. I even
beta tested exams for the Andorian
Orientation College, so look for the
opening of that set of courses.
Academy courses can be fun!
I’ve been steadily writing my
thesis, but managed to slip in some
time to read the last Harry Potter
book.
I hope everyone is enjoying their
summer and can join us at some of
these future events. Take care until
next time.
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Avenger News is currently distributed in SIX states:
NJ - NY - PA - KY - OH - CT
Conquering the universe, one state at a time.

Madmartigan says this issue:
“I thought we had more states under our
control! I hereby order everyone to find a friend
out of state and convince them to join our crew!”

Madmartigan Strikes Back Publications. ©2007 New Jersey, uSA

“Executive Thoughts”
USS AVENGER Executive Officer

COMM Todd Brugmans

scotsmuppet@gmail.com 908-451-0646

Welcome back from the summer
vacation. I hope those of you who’ve
had an opportunity to travel had fun
while enjoying the warm weather.
I've been coordinating with the rest of
the Command Staff to finalize our
official “after action” report on the
charity auction event back in June.
I know a lot of you attended Shore
Leave this July, and I’m sorry I
couldn’t join you. Still, a good time
had by all.
In recognition of all the hard effort
and people lending their support of
the aforementioned charity auction, I
went out and purchased several
U.S.S. Avenger polo shirts with
embroidered logos. It’s my way of
saying “thanks for being there”,
regardless of how the event did. For
those who haven't heard, it unfortunately didn’t net a lot of public
turnout, though the crew of the
Avenger very well represented
ourselves.
So, this brings me to a Tuesday
night in July, just after the shirts
arrive, and I’m itching to play
“Santa”. I set forth in my jeep to drop
in on those folk within the crew I
could get to (before it got unreasonably late in the evening) and made my
deliveries. It was good to get caught
up with our Operations Chief,

Norman, and I’m glad I had an opportunity to speak with him on a casual
level about some things he wanted to
convey. I followed up by stopping in
on Janek and Joe at Janek’s
place...arriving just in time to move a
newly acquired refrigerator into her
kitchen.
Naturally, as the fridge had its
doors off, and it’s recommended you
allow a recently manhandled fridge to
settle for 24 hours, cold drinks were
not at hand, but it was good exercise,
and Joe appeared to be enjoying himself with his self-appointed task of
orienting the doors so they’d swing
open in the opposite direction of how
it initially was set up.
Janek treated me to several photos
from Shore Leave where I saw the
impressive Stargate she’d taken part
in building, complete with all its lighting effects, et al. I learned of a new
prospective job situation that Janek
was eager to hear the final word on,
and I’m hopeful even as I write this
that she’s managed to land the gig.
I continued on to Alex’s place,
where I was able to catch up with
him and Judy (via Alex’s cellphone set
to speaker-mode). All in all, I had a
great night being able to just hang for
a bit with folks from the chapter, just
for the sake of hanging out. It’s just

something that, in our break-neck,
fast-paced livelihood, we just don't
find a lot of time for these days.
It really is the friendships within
this chapter that help make it so
successful, all told. Clearly, the rest of
Region 7 must agree, as U.S.S.
Avenger has been named this year’s
Chapter of the Year! Given all the
hard-working chapters Region 7 is
proud to host, for us to rise to the top
is really something of an accomplishment, one that would not be possible
without each and every one of you in
the crew. I’ve said it before, I’m
proud to serve as your XO. Great job,
gang!
Looking into our crystal ball for the
future, we’re in a really good position
to help promote the new Trek film in
December, 2008. At the Ship Meeting,
we'll doubtless have discussed some
of the preliminary ideas filtering in.
Now’s a good time for us to begin
thinking about it so we’ll be
well-prepared when it’s time for the
premiere.
That’s pretty much all that’s on my
plate for this issue. See ya’ when I
see ya’!
Commodore
XO, da Boat

Todd

F.

Brugmans

Submissions for articles and columns to Avenger News
should be emailed to alexR@tellurian.com. Submissions
for pictures, jokes, charts, crosswords, or tidbits, etc.
should be emailed to janek@kazimer.net or snail-mailed
to: Avenger News Home Office, c/o Janek Kazimer 1618
Stelton Road, Piscataway, NJ 08854-5917

Subscription to Avenger News is free to all members and
$10 annually to non-members. To subscribe, send check
or money order, payable to USS Avenger, to:

Permission is granted to STARFLEET members to copy
any part of this newsletter as long as proper credit is given
to the author and Avenger News.

Avenger News 331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17 Linden, NJ
07036-5695

Legal Stuff

Advertisement inquiries, letters, and address corrections should be sent to the above address or emailed
to: Waidlich@rutchem.rutgers.edu.

All published submissions become the property of USS
Avenger and may be edited. DISCLAIMER: Star Trek and
Starfleet are trademarks of
Corporation, all rights reserved.

Paramount

News from the
Executive Staff

Avenger News is the official newsletter of the science
fiction based fan club, USS Avenger, and is published
bi-monthly. The USS Avenger is a chapter of Starfleet, the
International Star Trek Fan Association, Inc. The opinions
contained within do not necessarily reflect those of the
staff, Avenger, or STARFLEET.

Pictures
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MEDICAL
Chief Medical Officer

Annie Slonski
aslonski@comcast.net
732-232-0866

News from the
Division Chiefs

Reporting From Sickbay
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It was a dark and stormy night. No,
that’s not right. The sky was blue and
the birds were singing. No, that’s not
right, either. As Winnie The Pooh
would say, “Oh, bother.” It’s been a
long time since I had to do an
Officer’s Report for a column and I’m
a little rusty in trying to get started,
so please bear with me. I’d best start
with an introduction for those who
don’t know me. As my byline states,
I’m Commander Annie Slonski and
was just recently appointed the CMO
of the U.S.S. Avenger. I had been a
Science Officer aboard the U.S.S.
Challenger out of Toms River, but
decided to transfer over as I was
spending more of my time with a
certain Avenger XO than I was with
the members of my former chapter.
Funny how things like that happen,
isn’t it?
My association with ‘FLEET goes
back to about twenty-odd years ago
in North Carolina, where I started
shortly after moving down to Raleigh
aboard the Galileo II, a shuttle of the
U.S.S. Alaric. From there, our shuttle
spread her wings and became a starship, the U.S.S. Endeavor, which I am
sad to report, no longer exists (sniff).
I was the CMO (Xenobiology was my
specialty) aboard the Endeavor, and
along with my crew, we were very
active within our community and put
on two very successful Trek conventions, Genesis Khan I and Genesis
Khan II. We also appeared in costume
for the Duke Children’s Miracle Network Telethon, taking pledges via
telephone which aired on our local
television station! All of the proceeds
from our two “Khans” went toward
this great charity, which is why they
invited us to participate.
Once I moved away from North
Carolina, my affiliation with ‘FLEET
sort of fell by the wayside, but my
interest in Trek never waned. It took
a move back to my Jersey roots and a
local Toms River newspaper article to
get me involved once again, so here I

am!
As for upcoming events, I’d like to
see as much of the Avenger as possible involved this year in the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation 2007
Walk to Cure Diabetes. As a joint
effort between Avenger, Challenger,
and other ships in Region 7, we can
make a fantastic walk team and raise
a lot of money! Every dollar counts
toward reaching a cure! This year, the
walk will be taking place on Sunday,
30 September in Seaside Heights. To
find out more about the JDRF, please
visit their website at: www.jdrf.org.
Another upcoming event for me is
the first weekend after Labor Day in
September (the 8th & 9th). Todd and
I will be traveling down to Maryland
for the Maryland Renaissance Festival
for their Celtic Celebration Weekend.
Did you know that Maryland’s official
state sport is jousting? I think I’d
better bring along my medical kit just
in case. You never know when one of
the horses might get injured! ;-) Any
Avenger members are welcome to
join us for this fantastic weekend!
Just contact either myself or Todd
and please visit their website at:
www.rennfest.com/renai ssancefestival-events for more information.
As I’m looking around this dimly lit
room, all the beds here in sickbay are
empty. It seems that my job here is
done.
Until next time . . .
Commander Annie Slonski
Chief Medical Officer

U.S.S. Avenger

Sciences
Chief Science Officer

ADM Alex Rosenzweig
AlexR@tellurian.com
732-249-2526

SCIENTIFIC METHODS
By Alex Rosenzweig
Greetings, All!
Well, we’re now into the summer,
and the first few summer events are
now behind us. It’s already been a
heckuva roller-coaster ride, and a lot
of fun, for the most part. The 22nd
Anniversary Picnic was very wellattended, with a lot of friends, old
and new, visiting. It was capped-off

by a side-trip over to a local carnival,
and the night ended with fireworks. A
fine way to celebrate an anniversary,
I’d say. <Grin>
The charity auction didn’t do quite
as well, alas. I’ll let Judy and Todd
speak more about that, but I do want
to take a moment to thank the many
Avenger members who helped out.
It’s greatly appreciated!
July, as every year, has been highlighted by Shore Leave and this year’s
con, while somewhat lighter in attendance than previously, was a lot of
fun. I spent some time at panels,
hung out with both ‘FLEET friends and
friends from Trek books fandom
(including, of course, the many
authors and editors for whom Shore
Leave is now a regular gathering
point), helped take down a stargate,
and even saw the new episode of
“Star Trek: New Voyages”. Wow! That
was excellent! Well worth seeing.
Also at Shore Leave, during the
STARFLEET meeting, we learned that
the Avenger had been voted as
Region 7’s Chapter of the Year. Cool!
That was a great feeling. Tanks go
not only to the awards team that
voted for us, but to each and every
member of the Avenger who participated in some way during 2006,
because without the members,
nothing would have happened.
So give yourselves a big hand!
You deserve it.
As the summer moves into the fall,
we’ll be building our calendar up.
Right now, we have several meetings
scheduled. The programs currently
slated include:
Renaissance faires! Trekking to
the past…
Videogaming, everything from
the old-style games of the
‘70s to the deeply-immersive
massively-multiplayer on-line
games of today.
“Star Trek:: The Next Generation” at 20 years, an
Anniversary salute
Holiday Plots and Themes in
Science Fiction
Plans are also continuing to develop
the next SciDiv activities. My current
thinking is focused on the following:
Liberty Science Center
Independence Mall and the
Constitution Center
Longwood Gardens
Do you like these ideas? Hate them?
Wish we could do something else that
you want to do? Let me know!
On the Trek front, I recently

finished reading a couple of books
that I thought were excellent, Reap
the Whirlwind (Book 3 of “Star Trek:
Vanguard”), and The Buried Age (the
new TNG/Lost Era novel). From a
science standpoint, The Buried Age
deserves particular note, because, like
much of Christopher Bennett’s Trek
work, it demonstrates a real respect
for science and scientific inquiry. This
book deals with archaeology, astronomy, astrophysics, biology, and many
other disciplines, and it’s obvious right
from the beginning that Christopher
did his homework. If you enjoy a good
sci-fi novel that doesn’t dismiss
science, I really recommend this book.
And that’s all for me for this issue!
As usual, check out “Science Highlights” and let us know what you
think. Don’t forget the Events Calendar for some neat upcoming things to
do. And if you’ve got any comments,
suggestions or ideas, don’t hesitate to
drop me a line. Take care, and…
‘Til next time…Ad Astra!

Assistant Science Officer

CMDR Janek Kazimer
framerjanek@kazimer.net

Congrats to the space shuttle Endeavour for her return to flight after almost

www.nasa.gov/multimedia/nasatv/
index.html

Security Chief

CDR Patrick Barnes
redshirt1860@msn.com
973-223-5306
Assistant Chief: none

"WHO DARES, WINS"
By Patrick Barnes
Hi everybody!
Hope your summer has been a great
one so far!
I'm out interviewing for new
work...learning the ins and outs of
business etiquette. I’ve gotten a few
call-backs so far, but nothing I want to
accept. As for forklift or specialized
equipment, it’s the classic catch-22:
“You can’t get a job without experience, and you can’t get experience
without a job!” So, I'll keep after it. I
had too much fun in training to give
up.
I have been planning my late 20072008 out, and I will be in training for
my CDL in winter 2008. I figure, I’d
rather learn to pilot a vehicle under
the worst conditions so I'll be
prepared for them when I’m on the road.
As for the written part of the exam, I
see it this way: I am learning to pilot a
complex new machine, and the more I
learn about it the better. I am actually
excited to learn all the rules and regs,
because this is a huge MACHINE that
requires training to pilot.
Enough serious stuff--now for some
fun news:
Congrats to us all for our achieving
R7 “Chapter of the Year”! With
enough hard work and perseverance,
we can accomplish ANYTHING. We
had a great year for learning, and
we'll do even better next time. Like
Thomas Wayne said in “Batman
Begins”: “We fall so we can learn to
pick ourselves up again.” (We have.)
I have been keeping up with my
summer movies, and found them all to
be enjoyable so far.
“Transformers” remains a personal
favorite, as does “Rattatouille”. I made
the mistake of walking into
Barnes
and Noble for the release of Deadly
Hallows--BEDLAM! I scored a copy
there the next day without a reserva-

See you...out there.

Communications

Communications Chief

CAPT Dale Kagan
dalek@sprintmail.com
646-742-9722

Shore Leave and Nichelle Nichols
Congratulations to Avenger for
winning the Region 7 Chapter of the
Year Award! This award was presented to the ship at the Region 7/
STARFLEET meeting at the Shore
Leave convention in Hunt Valley,
Maryland. Shore Leave is a big social
event and I brought bagels for everyone to munch on at the meeting.
Prominent guests at the convention
included Nichelle Nichols and Claudia
Christian. I also got autographs from
Keith DeCandido. His third Klingon
book featuring the starship Gorkon
was given away for free in the convention bag. So naturally, only having
#1, I bought the #2 volume from the
booksellers.
Nichelle Nichols was charming. She
had founded “Women in Motion” to
promote science and technology studies for women. In the course of doing
this, she was invited to speak to the
National Space Society. She
presented a paper on why NASA should
not be exclusively all male astronauts
when there were plenty of qualified
women and minorities. The heads of
NASA were in the audience.
The next day she was called into
one of their offices and told that they
would like to rectify this problem.
Would she be interested in being a
spokeswomen?
She told them they had to come
through with this.
So she went to college campuses
where high tech and sciences were

Peekaboo!

five years on Earth!
During this exciting return to
space, it is only fitting that one of the
specialists on board was Barbara
Morgan, the woman who over twenty
years ago, was named as the back-up
teacher for Christa McAuliffe who was
to be the first “Teacher in Space” before Challenger’s fiery demise.
Barbara Morgan was so
driven by Christa’s death, joined the
astronaut corps to fly this very mission, and twenty-one years later filled
Christa’s shoes by performing the very
same (although updated) program
that Christa McAuliffe was to
complete in 1986.
And how fitting it is that it fell
to Endeavour to commence this
historic flight as it was also Endeavour
which replaced Challenger in the lineup.
Endeavour and Barbara
Morgan (and the shuttle crew, of
course!) returned to earth on Tuesday, August 21st, 2007.
You can watch the next shuttle flight live on NASA TV located at

security

tion (go figure!)...and Ms. Rowling has
done a commendable job in ending
what has been one incredible, sevenyear journey for The Boy Who Lived.
(No spoilers--you'll just have to read
the book!) And “Hairspray”...uh, John
Travolta?! Yikes!
I'm looking forward to participating
more in Avenger, and in harmony with
other chapters in the coming year.
Have a lovely, safe and PROFITABLE
second-half of your summer!
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taught and promoted NASA. Sally
Ride was one of the women who
signed up, along with several African
Americans who were interested. The rest is history.
Not only has Nichelle Nichols
been a fine actress, she has also
impacted people’s lives and
changed things for the better. It
was a pleasure to hear her speak.

ENGINEERING
Chief Engineer

CDR Matt Reilly
MJRielly@bellatlantic.com
732-339-0996
Assistant Chief: Mike Rupprecht

The division is getting back into
regular business mode, after a
month off to attend Shore Leave 29
in the Baltimore area. I found it to
be a relatively low-key affair compared to Shore Leave 28, possibly
because our contingent was a little
smaller than last year, but fun was
still had by all. Furthermore, the
hotel hot tub was finally fixed by
Monday morning.
As we look forward to organizing
some sort of program to coincide
with the release of the tentativelytitled “Star Trek”, we see that Leonard Nimoy will reprise his role as
Spock. In addition, the release date
is
currently slated for Christmas
2008. We’ll need to see how any
recruiting event can be scheduled,
so as not to conflict with any holi-

day vacations, travel and so forth.
For the past two years, the division has spearheaded an annual
visit to the American Helicopter Museum in West Chester, PA to coincide with that facility’s annual air
show named Rotorfest. If it is held
this year, I may end up offering it
as a choose-your-own-adventure
option, depending on what else is
going on that weekend. Otherwise,
I would eventually like to see about
organizing an away mission to either the Statue Of Liberty or the
New York Aquarium. I'll just need to
check the calendar for open dates.
If worse comes to worst, I can
shoot for next year.
In the meantime, with some of
our crew attending this year’s IC in
Denver, the rest of us are keeping
the home fires burning.

ROSTER UPDATE
Behold, New Members!
1) Commander Annie Slonski
Chief Medical Officer
71 Guadeloupe Drive
Toms River, NJ 08757-4604
(732) 232-0866
E-Mail: aslonski@comcast.net
2) Emmett Plant
Associate/USS Peacekeeper
3022 Salmon St
Philadelphia, PA 19134-5828
(267) 386 5860
E-Mail: tetrisblock@gmail.com
3) Stephanie Fox
Associate
3022 Salmon St
Philadelphia, PA 19134-5828
(267) 386 5860
E-Mail: tetrisblock@gmail.com

OPERATIONS

Welcome Back
Thanks for Renewing
Amy Wilson

Chief of Operations

Deletions - Please renew soon!
Gary P. Starta
Bruce Adams
Peter Stark
Carlos Maldonado
Heidi E. Maldonado
Kiran Maldonado

Norman van Houten
safetydirector@yahoo.com
732-287-0010
Assistant Chief: Brenda Bell
webwarren@earthlink.net

No REPORT

Promotions - Congrats!

Joanne Perkins to Lieutenant J.G. and
to the position of Scientist.
Tim Drude to Lieutenant J.G. and to
the position of Scientist.

Made You look!

Membership Alley
Individual USS Avenger
Renewal $ 10.00
(Family Memberships $ 12.50)
5.00 off discount for STARFLEET members

Your subscription lasts for six issues. With any luck and a lot of good will, they will be delivered in PDF format to
a registered forum online, details coming soon. Free Adobe Reader downloads available on the web - for a
printed copy of your newsletter, just hit PRINT! But if you want us to mail them to ya’ anyhow, please add 5.00.
Make out check or money order payable to USS Avenger.
331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17 Linden, NJ 07036-5695
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You can also renew at any ship meeting for your stamp saving budget

abuse and are mentally stable
and competent, a code of conduct should have been established years ago. Ironically,
many astronauts have military
backgrounds...and you would
think that they could automatically apply rules from the uniform code of conduct to their behavior in the final frontier. At least,
an upside to this is that the astronauts themselves are already in
the process of submitting recommendations. Call that a step in the
right direction, if you will.
Skeptics may argue that this recent news will only further erode
NASA’s credibility. They could use
the Challenger and Columbia shuttle disasters as ammunition for
their arguments. However, if we
are to look to the future, we have
to take everything into consideration when it comes to extendedduration missions to the Moon,
Mars and beyond. You would not
want anyone under the influence
to press a wrong switch and blow a
pressure hatch. Or, you would
not want someone who
is overtired and frustrated
trying
to
maintain a safe
course through our
solar system’s asteroid belt, for one
wrong move would
be potentially lethal. And we most
certainly cannot
have angry crew
members lunging
at each other’s
throats halfway to
Jupiter.
We must also realize
that like any large organization,
NASA is always learning from its
mistakes. Otherwise, the United
States may never have gotten a
single satellite into orbit, or even
have made it to the Moon ahead of
the Soviets. We can only hope that
any hard lesson learned will stick.

FROm thE BELLY oF thE BEaST

For anyone who has religiously watched the new
“A Sobering Truth”
“Battlestar Galactica”, we know
(or "This Is Not What We Mean
what hard drinkers at least two
characters have been. Namely,
By The Blast-Off")”
we refer to Viper jockey Kara
By Matthew J. Rielly
“Starbuck” Thrace and Colonel
Saul Tigh, Commander
Adama’s right-hand man. Consider- isting policies and procedures reing that these characters have lated to alcohol use and astronaut
been plying the wilderness of deep medical fitness prior to flight”. The
space on a quest to find Earth, af- report goes on to say that NASA
ter having fled Caprica and the rest will eventually seek to institute beof the 12 Colonies from Cylon havioral health assessments as
nukes, we can somewhat under- part of all astronauts’ yearly flight
stand their need for the kind of physicals. In addition, the agency
comfort that can be found in any is looking to establish a code of
given bottle of ambrosia.
conduct for the astronaut corps.
For folks who dismiss all of this
All of this sounds well and good.
as just fanciful fiction, they’ll Yet, one can't help to ask why this
probably tell you that life cannot was not thought of before. You
realistically imitate art. Or, can it? would think common sense would
Recently, the powers-that-be at dictate that if you are a profesthe National Aeronautics and Space sional astronaut about to fly a
Administration revealed that there shuttle mission the next morning,
may have been at least a couple of you do not go on a bender the
cases where astronauts were under night before. Another piece of
the influence of alcohol. There's an
old joke in which a TV comedian
portraying an amateur astronaut says the most important part of the mission is
the blast-off. In other
words, he has a “blast”
before he goes off. Otherwise, if he were sober, he
would not set foot anywhere near the rocket.
Funny in sketch comedy?
Maybe. In real life, that’s
another story.
Not only that, according to a recent press release, NASA’s Medical Policy
Board “will further assess the
medical and behavioral findings
and recommendations” outlined in c o m m o n
reviews by the Johnson Space sense should dictate that the govFlight Center and a separate com- ernment agency responsible for
mittee of outside experts organized manned space exploration would
by NASA Chief Health and Medical not let anyone mentally unstable
Officer Dr. Richard Williams. In the within a hundred feet of any pimeantime, NASA’s Safety and Mis- loted space vehicle. That would be
sion Assurance Chief and former like letting Charles Manson seize
astronaut Bryan O’Connor recently command of the starship Enterstarted looking into allegations of prise. If there was an overwhelmalcohol abuse. NASA officials says ing need to make sure astronauts
his review will encompass “all ex- are not engaged in any substance

*original art by Todd Brugmans.
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Region 7 News:
** 2006 Region 7 Award Winners:
Chapter of the Year: U.S.S. Avenger
Support Chapter of the Year: U.S.S. Challenger
Shakedown Chapter of the Year: U.S.S. Britannic
Newsletter of the Year: U.S.S. Niagara
Flag Officer of the Year; Beryl Washington, U.S.S. Sovereign
Officer of the Year: Dan Adinolfi, U.S.S. Accord
Enlisted Member of the Year: None - no submissions
Junior Member of the Year: Raven Avery, U.S.S. Flying Fox
CO of the Year: Bob Vosseller, U.S.S. Challenger
Staff Member of the Year: Bob Vosseller, U.S.S. Challenger
** The 2007 Region 7 Conference has been announced!
The information is as follows:
September 14-16 – Region 7 Conference, Baltimore, MD
Holiday Inn BWI Conference Center, 890 Elkridge Landing
Rd, Baltimore, MD 21090, (410) 859-8400.
Room Rates: $99 (plus tax) per night per room (double or
king).
Registration for the Conference is $30 for ages 12 and
above, $15 for those between 4 and 12, and is free for
those under 4.
The dinner selections for the Saturday Evening banquet are
Roast Prime Rib of Beef, Chicken Parmesan, or a Vegetarian
Selection. The dinner is $40 per adult, and $20 per child.

Publications Officer
Cadets Officer
Chief Mediator
Chief of Staff
Vice Regional Coordinator
Regional Coordinator
1100-1200 Brigade Muster
Reports from the following:
Brigade Training Officer
Battalion OICs
Brigade DOIC
Brigade OIC
1200-1300 Lunch (On your own)(Map in Program Book
showing local food places)
1300-1500 Captains’ Call
1500-1600 Effective Publication Designing for your Chapter/
MSG
1600-1730 Regional/Brigade Awards
1830-2000 Dinner
2000-2400 Dance
Breakout Room
1500-1600 Trivia Game ran by Dean Rogers
Sunday, 16 September 2007
Main Room
1100-1200 Final Staff Goodbyes
Breakout Room
0900-1000 How to run a Conference
There are still a few openings in the schedule should anyone
have a suggestion for a panel. If you have any, please let
Joe Dorfner know ASAP.

The tentative schedule for the conference is:
Friday, 14 September 2007
Hallway:
1700-2000 Registration Open
Main Room
1900-2200 Welcome Reception
Videos running will include:
Pirates of the Caribbean:
Dead Man’s Chest
Myth Buster’s Pirate Episode
Real Pirates of the Caribbean (History Channel)

News FROM THE
Bigger Picture

Breakout Room
1900-2000 Trivia Game ran by Dean Rogers
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Saturday, 15 September 2007
Hallway:
0800-0930 Registration Open
Main Room
0900-0930 Welcome by the R7 Regional Coordinator and
7th Brigade OIC
Recognition of Regional/Brigade Staff Members
Recognition of Fleet/Corps Staff Members
Recognition of Chapters/MSGs
0930-1100 Regional Business Meeting
Reports from the following:
Sector Chiefs
Recruiting Officer

** The regional fundraiser continues; return used inkjet
cartridges for cash (http://empties4cash.com) Mike Stein
has announced a new option for collecting and sending in
cartridges: he has individual pre-paid mailing baggies barcoded with the Region 7 account info. If you need any,
please contact him at JusticeOC@aol.com
STARFLEET News:
** 2007 CS Nomination
Final Summary:
As reported by RADM Jerry Tien, 2007 Election Coordinator
As of 15 July 2007, this is the summary of CS nominations
for all the candidates:
Franklin, Greg
1 received, 1 valid
Lizard, Sal
36 received, 35 valid*
Olson, Wade
13 received, 12 valid*
Plant, Emmett
14 received, 12 valid*
Reid, Kevin
1 received, 1 valid
Ueffing, Joost
26 received, 25 valid*
* One or more nominating chapter(s) was not in good
standing as of 7/15/07
** STARFLEET Academy News:
- SFA welcomes Commodore Robert McCann to SFA as the
NEW Assistant Webmaster & Support Staff Member in the
Electronic Services Dept.
- The Cadet Preparatory College is now open under the
leadership of James Delantonas.
- ADM Carol Thompson, Vice-Commandant, SFA, announced

that Carolyn Donner, Director of the
Gorn Academy, has graciously accepted
the deanship of the Institute of Aliens
Studies.
- Officer’s Training School (OTS) and
Officer’s Command College (OCC) have
been changed to now be scored on a
Pass/Fail system. The rest of the Academy will remain on the numeric score
system, broken down into Distinction/
Honors/Pass/Fail.
** Operational Note:
COMM Liz Woolf, Chief Financial Officer,
STARFLEET announced that in light of
the current financial situation outlined by
VCS Mark Anbinder (see article below)
STARFLEET is taking some temporary
actions to reduce our potential liability
while the situation is remedied. Specifically:
- VRR fees are temporarily waived
until further notice. Go forth and launch
a shakedown chapter, it's free!
- SFA course fees are temporarily
waived. Have you taken an Academy
course lately? Why not try one?
- Both the STARFLEET and SFMC
Quartermasters are suspending all
sales until further notice.
Obviously, we will be doing everything
we can to get STARFLEET's operations
back to business as usual.
** RADM Jerry Tien, Director, Shakedown Operations Command, welcomes
the following newly-launched chapters to STARFLEET:
- U.S.S. Atlanta, currently based in
Atlanta, GA.
- U.S.S. El Destino, currently based in
Perryton, TX.

A Starfleet Financial Matter
Saturday, 23 June 2007

The first order of business shall be to
open a dialogue with the state to clarify
STARFLEET’s responsibilities and any
liabilities. The Texas Comptroller’s office
is offering amnesty through August 15,
2007 for remedy of past-due taxes.
Thus, if we can have any amount due
paid by that date, we should be able to
pay no penalties or interest on our late
filings. We plan to work with a Texasbased CPA or tax attorney to assist us
with this task.
In addition, STARFLEET will have to
determine the sales tax requirements for
all states in which we do business. For
example, in New Jersey, memberships
are not taxable, nor are items of clothing. Because Liz is an officer of the corporation and resides in New Jersey, however, we may be considered to be “doing
business” within the state, and it is likely
that non-clothing Quartermaster purchases are taxable to New Jersey residents, regardless of how they are ordered. These determinations will have to
be made in every state in which STARFLEET operates, especially those housing
operations centers (such as Membership
Processing or the Quartermaster) or
those in which corporate officers reside.
The events of this weekend also bring
into question the tax status of STARFLEET's International Conferences. We
will be working with IC’07 organizers to
communicate with the State of Colorado,
and most likely, STARFLEET will obtain a
“special event” sales tax ID in Colorado
for the IC.
To deal with these many questions
STARFLEET has established a task force
of knowledgeable members who are
willing to do the leg work and research
to help STARFLEET come into compli-

ance with these regulations. The task
force is led by Steve Halber, and includes
Brad Pense, Tammy Wilcox, Chrissy
Killian, Emmett Plant, and Liz Woolf.
We thank these folks for agreeing to
share their time and expertise with
STARFLEET as we figure this out. While
we don’t plan to expand the task force,
please let Liz or me know privately if you
have specific expertise or knowledge
pertaining to the relevant sales tax laws
in your state.
We have asked the STARFLEET and
SFMC Quartermasters to stop selling
merchandise until the sales tax requirements facing them can be clarified. Liz
and Mark would caution all regions and
chapters to be very careful in selling
merchandise or collecting funds for any
reason until we have some more answers. Their suggestion is that you cease
all sales and other activities involving
taking in funds until the situation can be
clarified. (Note that sales via separate
organizations such as CafePress can
continue; they are selling the merchandise, not you, and they're responsible for
collecting sales tax as needed.)
STARFLEET will continue to process
memberships. We believe we have a
pretty good grasp of how this affects us.
It’s very important that STARFLEET act
and speak with one voice in this matter.
Please DO NOT contact authorities in
your state on STARFLEET’s behalf, and
please DO NOT contact the Texas Comptroller’s office to request more info.
Please DO NOT begin your own inquiry
into these matters.
They expect to be able to provide information that will help individual STARFLEET chapters and other subgroups of
the organization to determine what their
responsibilities are with regard to sales
tax. If they're not able to provide information relevant to you, they will encourage you to contact your local authorities
solely for your own local needs.
Some of the reactions Mark heard at
the time have tended toward shock or
dismay at the realization that someone,
presumably within STARFLEET, reported
this issue to the State of Texas rather
than attempting to bring it up within the
chain of command. He must urge all of
you to remember that, while that might
have been a preferable approach, it’s still
something that simply needs to be addressed. The important thing is to determine the right thing to do to fulfill STARFLEET’s legal obligations to Texas and
the other states in which we operate,
protect STARFLEET, and ensure there is
a club to go on. Yes, this could sharply
affect our finances, but we will survive
this and continue.

New Books in
Star Trek

General Mark H. Anbinder, Vice Commander, STARFLEET announced, on
behalf of Commander, STARFLEET FADM
Les Rickard and Chief Financial Officer
COMM Liz Woolf and the rest of the EC,
that a significant issue has arisen.
At the STARFLEET Region 3 Summit in
Dallas, a woman asked to meet with Liz
and R3 RC Brad Pense, who were joined
by the other members of the EC who
were on hand, and identified herself as
an Enforcement Officer for the Texas
State Comptroller’s office. She informed
us that they had received an anonymous
tip into their Austin headquarters about
the event and that STARFLEET and Region 3 might not be in compliance with
tax law.
A meeting was held with the enforcement officer, the aforementioned EC
members, CS Chief of Staff Greg Trotter,
Region 3 Regional Coordinator Brad
Pense, and at times, Pat Spillers, former

CFO, former Quartermaster, and the
chair of the 2005 STARFLEET International Conference (which was held in
Texas).
The enforcement officer brought to
their attention that Texas state law requires collecting and remitting sales tax
for merchandise, Summit registrations,
banquet fees, and charity auction sales.
In addition, she informed us that in
Texas, memberships are taxable if processed in Texas for Texas residents who
submit memberships by mail. (Internetpurchased memberships, and memberships for those in other states, aren’t
taxable.)
Also, STARFLEET Quartermaster sales
were handled in Texas by Pat Spillers for
some time, so all Quartermaster sales to
Texas residents during Pat’s tenure are
subject to Texas sales tax. STARFLEET’s
1998 and 2005 International Conferences, both of which occurred in Texas,
also came up.
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Compiled By Alex Rosenzweig
Welcome to “Science Highlights”! In
this column, members of the Sciences
Division speak out about something
science related that they thought was
of particular interest since last issue of
Avenger News. So, without further
ado, let me turn the spotlight on…
Science!
--A Closer Look at Popcorn...
Contributed by Janek Kazimer

Interesting stuff
from the
world of science

This article, found on plastic.com,
suggests that ordinary popcorn has a
collection of hardly-ordinary issues!
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Popcorn. The ubiquitous saltycrunchy workplace snackfood; a danger to the safety and security of the
United states? Transfats. Carcinogens.
And... Smoke Bombs.
Eight times in three years, Seattle
city employees evacuated their building due to burned microwave popcorn
setting off fire alarms, and
now officials are thinly veiling
threats of banning. Whether
the case be microwave users
who set timers to max as
they expect to wait to hear
the last popping kernel or
others hitting the Popcorn
default button originally calibrated for 3.5 oz packages
(now 2.8 to 3.3 oz), the thick
billowing gray-brown smoke
quickly fills spaces with only
its distinctive smell offering a
clue to its source. Clearly,
Seattle is not alone in facing
this menace of civil disruption. Fortunately, an expert
consultant on the matter has
surfaced.
Meanwhile, two of the chemicals in
this champion of American marketing
have come under closer scrutiny.
Toxicologists found evidence of the
presence of perfluorooctanoic acid
(PFOA), used in the manufacture of
moisture-resistant packaging and a
likely carcinogen, in 100% of its samples of fetal cord blood. “The Johns
Hopkins toxicologist who directed the
study has said it also revealed statistically significant links between levels of
PFOA in cord blood and birth weight,
head circumference and other measures of newborn health.”
Further, experts have linked diacetyl, a component of the butter-

flavoring chemical soup, to popcorn
lung, an obstructive lung disease.
David Michaels, a former assistant
secretary of energy who has studied
the issue, said, “Workers who mix the
chemical as a liquid or powder
breathe in small amounts of this
chemical and it just devastates their
lungs.”
Finally, varieties of Pop Secret, Jolly
Time and Pop Weaver microwave
popcorns continue to use partially
hydrogenated oil. Partial hydrogenation produces artificially elevated levels of trans-fats that in turn promote
both the increase in LDL (bad cholesterol) and the decrease in HDL (good
cholesterol). The Center for Science in
the Public Interest, a non-profit interest group, continues to push the FDA
to phase out the use of partially hydrogenated oils in food production.
This article was provided by plastic.com,
here:
http://
w w w . p l a s t i c . c o m /
article.html;sid=07/06/16/15233932

Eyes From the Skies!
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
A satellite has discovered an ancient
settlement...
From LiveScience.com:
“Satellites hovering above Egypt
have zoomed in on a 1,600-year-old
metropolis, archaeologists say. Images captured from space pinpoint
telltale signs of previous habitation in
the swatch of land 320 miles south of
Cairo, which digging recently confirmed as an ancient settlement dating from about 400 A.D.
“The find is part of a larger project

aiming to map as much of ancient
Egypt’s archaeological sites, or “tells”,
as possible before they are destroyed
or covered by modern development.
“’It is the biggest site discovered so
far,’ said project leader Sarah Parcak
of the University of Alabama at Birmingham. ‘Based on the coins and
pottery we found, it appears to be a
massive regional center that traded
with Greece, Turkey and Libya.’”
For more info, check out…
http://www.livescience.com/
history/070605_satellite_egypt2.html
--What Can You Do with a Big
Heavy-Lifter?
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
It’s designed to send cargo to the
moon. But it could also loft telescopes.
NASA.gov discussed:
“NASA's next moon rocket is
still on the drawing board, but
already scientists are dreaming
up big new things to do with it.
“’The Ares V rocket will be able
to launch missions whose volume
or mass or both can be handled
no other way,’ says Philip Stahl,
an internationally respected optical engineer now at NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center. Maybe,
he says, we should use it ‘to
launch big space telescopes.’
“How big? Consider the following: Ares V will be able to place
almost 130,000 kg (8% more
than the Saturn V rocket of the
1960s) into low Earth orbit. Designed to deliver cargo to the Moon,
the rocket would be large enough to
carry primary mirrors 8+ meters wide.
For comparison, Hubble’s mirror
measures 2.4 m.”
More details are here: http://
science.nasa.gov/headlines/
y2007/25jun_l2.htm?list938492
--If at First You Don’t Succeed...
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
Looks like one planet won’t be right
for life as we know it. But there might
be another in the same system.

The New York Times says:
“...it seems that Gliese 581c is no
paradise. A new analysis by German
and Texas astronomers assuming
Earthlike characteristics for its geology and atmosphere has concluded
that the planet is probably a stifling
greenhouse unsuitable for Life As We
Know It. ‘It’s just too hot,’ said Dr.
Cuntz, who was part of a team of
theorists led by Werner von Bloh of
the Potsdam Institute for Climate
Impact Research, in Germany. He
added, ‘I would not recommend mankind to move to that planet right
now.’

“In a strange twist, however, the
astronomers said that another planet
in the system, heavier at eight times
the mass of Earth and farther from its
star, had emerged from the calculations as possibly a pleasant abode,
the new Goldilocks perhaps. The
planet, known as Gliese 581d, orbits
at a distance of 23 million miles,
which would normally make it too
cold for liquid water, but the same
greenhouse effect that would torch
the smaller closer planet would warm
the larger outer one and make it livable.”

the remains of an immense, fastgrowing dinosaur whose body proportions don’t match those predicted
by the evolutionary trends that characterize its more diminutive kin.
“The creature, one of a group of
birdlike dinosaurs called oviraptors,
strolled semiarid river valleys of what
is now northern China about 70 million years ago. Aptly given the genus
name Gigantoraptor, it stood 3.5
meters tall at its shoulder, measured
about 8 meters long, and probably
tipped the scales at about 1.4 metric
tons. Other oviraptors weighed no
more than 40 kilograms, says Xing Xu
of the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology in Beijing.”
Discover more by going over to:
http://www.sciencenews.org/
articles/20070616/fob1.asp

--Not Quite Big Bird, but Big and
Birdlike to be Sure
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
Okay, yup, it’s a big ‘un. Intriguing
species!
From Science News Online...
“Paleontologists

have

unearthed

Solar Cells Made Easy!
Contributed by Alex Rosenzweig
So, it’s now possible to make solar
cells easily and inexpensively. Very
cool...

“Researchers at New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT) have developed an inexpensive solar cell that
can be painted or printed on flexible
plastic sheets. ‘The process is simple,’
said lead researcher and author
Somenath Mitra, PhD, professor and
acting chair of NJIT’s Department of
Chemistry and Environmental Sciences. ‘Someday homeowners will
even be able to print sheets of these
solar cells with inexpensive homebased inkjet printers. Consumers can
then slap the finished product on a
wall, roof or billboard to create their
own power stations.’
...
“Purified silicon, also used for making computer chips, is a core material
for fabricating conventional solar
cells. However, the processing of a
material such as purified silicon is
beyond the reach of most consumers.
‘Developing organic solar
cells from polymers,
however, is a cheap and
potentially simpler alternative,’ said Mitra. ‘We
foresee a great deal of
interest in our work because solar cells can be
inexpensively printed or
simply painted on exterior building walls and/or
roof tops. Imagine some
day driving in your hybrid
car with a solar panel
painted on the roof,
which is producing electricity to drive
the engine. The opportunities are
endless.’”
Want to know more? Go to: http://
www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2007/07/070719011151.htm

so much stuff we
needed another page!

Check out more at: http://
www.nytimes.com/2007/06/12/
science/space/12plan.html?
ref=science
(You have to register to see NY
Times articles, but it’s free!)

From Science Daily:
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The Ship’s BBS was first introduced in
the novel Spock’s World, written by
Diane Duane. Like BBSs of today, it
was a place where items of interest
could be posted for the crew to read
and respond to. This column is much
like that. Things may change from
time to time, so keep checking back
each issue. <smile>

Interesting stuff!

* Do you have an idea for an
event or activity? We love to do
stuff, that’s for sure! Lots of stuff is
based on ideas our members bring to
the group, and can be as simple as
something you enjoy and would like
to share. How? It’s easy! Just ask an
Avenger Command Staff member for
an Event Planner and begin your adventure today. Event Planners contain
descriptions of events/activities, and
both the Planners and sign-up sheets
are passed around at each month’s
ship meeting. This is a way for everyone to find out the details of what’s
going on, or to share your ideas for
what you want to do! We need your
help, because if no one coordinates
events, they don’t happen!!
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* Internet Resources:
The Avenger has a lot of opportunities
to interact through the Internet!
Check ‘em out...
- The adventure begins with our spiffy
website where you can find information about your fellow crewmates and
read online logs from your division
chief: http://www.ussavenger.org/
- Another great way to contact your
STARFLEET buddies is through the
Internet Relay Chat (IRC). Instructions can be found on the Avenger
site. Go to the Internet Resources link
on the navigation bar on the Avenger’s main site, and follow the instructions about IRC. NOTE: the current
IRC servers are:
destiny.fleetchat.org (Direct IP Address:
209.178.198.91)
karma.fleetchat.org (Direct Address:
70.96.227.44)
- The Avenger Yahoo Group is a great
place to get updated news from the
Avenger via email and special website
features. Check it out at:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
avenger-sfi

* Our CaféPress Store: You can
buy Avenger schtuff online like Tshirts, sweatshirts, mugs, mousepads,
etc at the Cafepress Avenger Store,
featuring our logo. The anniversary

period is done, and the standard logo
items have been restored, but there
are still a couple of items to bear the
anniversary logo, too. The store can
http://
be
found
at:

www.cafepress.com/ussavenger

* CaféPress Store Feedback: Is
there something you’d like that we’re
not offering at the Avenger Store?
Check out CaféPress’s product list,
and if you see something there that’s
not available in our store, contact
Avenger Command and let them
know.
* And for all you gamin’ freaks,

Avenger also has merchandising for

its Hazard Team. Check it out at:

h
t
t
p
:
/
www.cafepress.com/1860hazard

/

* A STARFLEET Community of
Particular Note: Interested members are invited to join a community
called Project SIMELE. “SIMELE” is
short for “STARFLEET In the Movie
and Early Lost Eras”, and its focus is
for members or chapters of STARFLEET who have an interest in, use
the motif of, or are fictionally set in
the timeframe of roughly 2270 to
2335 in the Star Trek Universe, to
interact. (This, of course, includes the
Avenger.) It’s designed to provide a
venue for members to share resources, exchange ideas and thoughts
about playing in this era of Star Trek,
possibly develop cooperative fiction,
and so forth. Come check the group
out at http://groups.yahoo.com/

group/SIMELE/

* Check out this spiffy poster and
go buy one! The newest addition to
our online repertoire is the Cutaway
Poster of Avenger herself. Done by
artist Chris Allan, this detailed poster
matches up with the official Avenger
Blueprints and gives a detailed look
inside our vessel. Take a look! It’s at
our CaféPres store: http://

www.cafepress.com/ussavenger

* Avenger Blueprints!
Do you find yourself getting lost every
time you’re on duty while serving
aboard your ship? Maybe you should
get one of these spiffy blueprint
maps!
From the Federation Frontiers publishing office, we are pleased to offer

General Plans for the Avenger-Class
Heavy Frigate. No starship, save the
famous line of those named Enterprise, has received this much attention to detail.
The twenty (20) sheet set includes:
- Construction history
- Ship's directory
- Six (6) external views
- Full starship specifications
- Equipment listing (with system
contractors)
- Four (4) cross-section views
- Plan views of all eleven decks at
1:600 scale
- Full-sheet details of the bridge,
torpedo pod, main engineering, twolevel recreation deck, Sickbay, transporter complex, and auxiliary control.
For more information e-mail the author, Mike Rupprecht, at MRupprecht@aol.com, or just visit the Federation Frontiers web site for this and
other spectacular Star Trek technical
documents: http://members.aol.com/

FdFrontier/

The Avenger-class Heavy Frigate General Plans cost a mere $10.00 for
Avenger crew members, and can be
purchased directly from Alex
Rosenzweig. You can also buy the
plans via mail order for $12, which
includes shipping charges. Money
orders are preferred, and will speed
delivery. However, personal checks
are acceptable and should be payable
to “Michael C. Rupprecht”. Custom
rolled sets are available for $15.00
and deluxe poster-sized sets for
$40.00. To order, simply print out the
handy order form at web site, or send
your name, address, e-mail address,
number and type of sets desired,
along with your check or money order, to the following address:
Federation Frontiers
c/o Michael C. Rupprecht
3711 Bloomingdale Drive
Hillsborough, NJ 08844-5531
* Avenger Fiction Update
We have several stories being developed for your enjoyment at this time.
These include:
- A quick review of Avenger and its
relationship to the 7th Fleet is in this
issue!
- “The Other Foot”: What happens
when the Avenger encounters a ship
from the other end of the galaxy…?
This one’s in the midst of being writ-

ten. Progress is slow, but definite.

- The third chapter in the story of
the planet survey of UFC-18249-IV,
“Descent into Wonder”, was published in AN100, and has been
posted at ussavenger.org. Ideas,
suggestions, and volunteers to
write other segments of this tale
are welcomed. Contact ADM Alex.
- The script for a proposed Avenger
episode of “Tales of the Seventh
Fleet” is being developed, and has
reached an early draft screenplay
stage.
Work has begun on Phase I of the
AvengerPedia. It will cover material
in character files and other background works that have been done
over the years. It will add a whole
new dimension to the current version!
Also, folks are continuing to create
characters. If you’d like to get in on
the fun, check in with ADM Alex.
* Help Wanted!
Looking to contribute to the Avenger? If so, we need your help! The
following positions are open:
- Press Officer: Write and distribute
press releases to the ship’s media
list, interact with reporters and
other media personnel, and help
craft our club image to the world at
large!

From Alex Rosenzweig:
3-D Starmaps – Actual Maps
Some of the more popular Trek
tech books have featured maps of
the galaxy as we know it in the
Star Trek Universe. But Winchell
Chung has gone a step further. On
this site, he’s created a bunch of
gorgeous starmaps of the galaxy
as we know it in reality. In addition, he’s provided links to other
mapping sites, both in reality and
in fiction, including Star Trek and
Star Wars stellar cartography. Enjoy!

http://www.projectrho.com/
smap12.html

Top 10 Things I Hate About
Star Trek
Good for a humorous look at some
of Star Trek’s silliest and yet most
popular clichés.
http://ufies.org/txt/startrek.html
Star Fleet Battles Online
One of the most popular and enduring space battle games is Star
Fleet Battles. First developed in
the 1970s, this game is still enjoyed by gamers and Trekkers
today. For a long time, the game
has existed as a tabletop game.
But now, it’s come to the internet!
Star Fleet Battles Online (SFBOL)

is developed in cooperation with
Amarillo Design Bureau, Inc. to be
a Star Fleet Battles game service.
Subscribers are able to play SFB
games over the internet with other
subscribers around the world.

http://www.sfbonline.com/
index.jsp

Star Trek: Daedalians
And a new Star Trek fan film production joins the mix!
The introduction says, in part, “But
what of the early days of the Federation? When the first ‘work
horse’ of Starfleet, the Daedalusclass starship, was at its prime?
How did they chart new territories,
discover new worlds, meet new
peoples, and boldly go where
none before them had gone? How
well did this new alliance of worlds
get along? What of this new threat
- the Romulans? How did the
Romulan War start? Join Captain
Sam Cooke and the crew of the
Daedalus-class starship Enterprise
as they chart that course into their
‘Undiscovered Country’.”

www.startrekdaedalians.com/

NASA's shuttle fleet status
Atlantis OV-104

Endeavour OV-105

Shuttle, check. Boosters, check.
External tank...what? We forgot to
deliver the O2 brackets? NASA realized
their checklist was short when a pair
of brackets were left in Houston! D’oh!

Engineers installing new set of tiles
called BRI (Boeing Reusable Insulation)
tiles to the payload doors. The OMS
pods (or shuttle main engines) are
being rewired.

Avoiding Hurricane Dean, Endeavour
crew shortened the third spacewalk by
two hours in order to break free of the
station and return a day early.

Current Location: OPF-2, KSC

Current Location: OPF-1, KSC

Next flight: STS-120 (1E) US Node 2

Next flight: STS-122, Columbus Node

Last flight: STS-118 (13A.1)
Installed S5 Truss Array

Launch window: October 23, 2007

Launch window: December 6, 2007

Touchdown: August 21, 2007, 12:32 pm

Current Location: OPF-2, KSC
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Mercury

Keep a close eye on Spica as
Mercury will pass very close
by on Sept 23rd.

t

Venus

t

She’s in Cancer right now and
heading towards Leo, but the
retrograde motion will draw
her back into Cancer again.

u Mars
Passing Aldebaran and El Nath
of Taurus, Mars will breach
Gemini by the end of the
month.

Aurigids—Sept1

A very lucrative shower we probly won’t get
to see on the East Coast, this shower can
produce up to 200 solid meteors per hour in
colors of green and blue!
However, the predicted span is only three
hours long! The host comet is Keiss and is
considered a long-period comet and has last
visited our system in 85 AD
(give or take a decade or two!)

Dvssfou!{pejbd !tjho;!!Ubvsvt!
Jupiter
W Saturn
h!!

In Ophiuchus. Keep your eye
out for asteroid Vesta appearing ahead of Jupiter in late
Sept. get your binoculars!

Heading into the sun’s glare,
we won’t see Saturn for
awhile.

Warning:
Science Content!

Discovery OV-103

Upcoming Meteor Showers :
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THE AVENGER IN FICTION: THE AVENGER
AND THE SEVENTH FLEET - 2307
By Alex Rosenzweig
“Space, The Final Frontier... These
are the continuing voyages of the starship Avenger. Her ongoing mission: to
explore strange, new worlds; to seek
out new life and new civilizations; to
boldly go where no one has gone before.”
Many members’ questions have
dealt with the fictional Avenger. Since
we call for members to make up personnel files for their characters, members want to know just how our fictional universe works. What does the
fictional Avenger do? How does it fit
into the Star Trek Universe as portrayed on TV and in the films, books,
comics, etc.? To answer these questions, and to (hopefully) keep you
folks entertained, this series of articles
was born.

A fictional view of
Avenger’s crew

For this issue, we update a very old
article, looking at the 7th Fleet, of
which Avenger serves as a part...
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The Avenger currently serves as
part of the Star Fleet 7th Fleet. (It has
twice been the Fleet flagship, from
2288-2294 and 2302-2304.) The 7th
Fleet is a “mobile” fleet, which means
that instead of having one specific
area of space in which it operates, the
7th Fleet can be called into various
areas, depending on the need. The
7th Fleet currently consists of 29 starships. The 7th Fleet's, and consequently the Avenger's, home port is
Starbase 7. Located on a Class H
desert planet orbiting a Type B bluewhite giant, most of the base’s
ground facilities are built into solid
rock in a low range of hills to protect
it against extreme changes in temperature and high winds. Its few surface structures are low, rounded
structures. Only the large landing field
suggests how extensive a facility is
actually there. Starbase 7 also has
several drydocks and an Ournal-class
spacedock in planetary orbit. Starbase
7’s strategic location allows the 7th
Fleet to respond to situations on the
Klingon, Romulan, Tholian, or Cardassian frontiers of the Federation. Major
stars near Starbase 7 include Sadr
and Upsilon Mensae.
(A note about "fleets". Fleets are
largely bureaucratic entities. Because
of the dynamic missions of most starships, a fleet rarely operates as a sin-

gle unit. Indeed, most starships-especially the cruisers and frigates-are more or less on their own much of
the time. Because the Avenger's typical operating zones match those of a
number of the other 7th Fleet ships,
we tend to see them more frequently
than other Star Fleet craft. However,
unless a mission calls for multiple
ships to operate together, they are
rarely closer than--possibly--within the
same sector. It is the responsibility of
the 7th Fleet Commander and his
staff to keep abreast of the whereabouts of the ships of that fleet, and if
a mission calls for them to act in concert, the 7th Fleet Commander has
overall command of the flotilla. But a
large, multi-vessel action is not common. In the case of war, all vessels of
the 7th Fleet would attempt to stage
at Starbase 7, where they would be
deployed together in combat. But
short of that, and excepting a moreor-less annual gathering of the Fleet
(normally held somewhere in the vicinity of the starbase), the ships are
rarely all together.)
The 7th Fleet flagship is currently
the U.S.S. Matrix, a shuttlecarrier. The
Fleet is divided into four squadrons,
led by the starships Albany, Sovereign, Edinburgh, and Challenger.
The 7th Fleet currently consists of,
in addition to the Avenger, the starships:
Accord (FT 1842) – Soyuz-class
tactical frigate
Adamant (DN 3029) – Adamantclass dreadnought
Albany (ST 587) – Hermes-class,
Cygnus-subclass scout
Alpha Centauri – large exploratory
cruiser
Ari (CH 1723) – Constitution-class,
Endeavor-subclass heavy cruiser
Ascension (DN 2520) – Ascensionclass dreadnought
Asimov (CH 1647) – heavy cruiser
Britannic – large exploratory cruiser
Challenger (CH 1676) – Constitution-class, Enterprise-subclass heavy
cruiser (refit to enhance its exploratory capability)
DeBraak – battlecruiser
Dragon Star – Heavy Destroyer
Edinburgh – space control ship
Flying Fox (CG 3116) – Andernachclass battlecruiser
Highlander – heavy cruiser
Inferno – strike carrier
Jaguar (DD 4024) – Charger-class
destroyer
Justice (DD 556) – Saladin-class,
Saladin (II)-subclass destroyer

Lexington (CH 1703) – Constitutionclass, Enterprise (II)-subclass heavy
cruiser
Malverne (SC 2205) – Fredrikstadclass supercarrier
Matrix (SC 2296) – Archangel-class
shuttlecarrier
Niagara (FR 5437) – Bragg-class
frigate
Northstar – light cruiser
Osiris (CO 3092) – Osiris-class command cruiser
Richthofen (DD 4436) – Larsonclass, Balaklava-subclass destroyer
Sovereign (CS 2505) – Belknapclass strike cruiser
Starlord – escort
Thor (CS 2549) – Excel-class strike
cruiser
Top Gun – heavy cruiser
**********
In future articles, we'll continue to
talk about what's aboard the ship, how
various systems work, crew specifics,
etc. (Members are urged to suggest
topics. If there's something you want
to know about the ship, chances are
that someone else wants to know, too.
So send in your questions, and we'll
try to get answers for you in upcoming
columns.)
This column also supports short
stories! Stories should be no more
than 4 pages in 10-point type, and can
be about anything in the Avenger Universe. (Serializations are also accepted, but the story must be submitted complete, and arrangements
with the column editor and Avenger
News editor for serialization will be
made ahead of time.) We hope everyone will take the opportunity to contribute to the tales of the Avenger.
To help you out, we’re also running
story ideas each issue. These aren’t
fleshed out, but are jumping-off points
from which stories may evolve. If you
do see an idea listed here that you’d
like to build a story from, let me know,
so that we don’t get multiple members
working on the same idea. And here
we have the next suggestions...
1] The Avenger is on a science mission studying a dying world. They find
a Romulan ship there, as well, ostensibly also on a scientific mission, and
the Romulans don't want the company. After a disruption damages the
Romulan vessel, the Avenger crew
attempts to rescue the Romulans by
having rescue teams beam over. Onboard, treating the injured, they dis-

cover the Romulans had other reasons (weapons test?) for being there.
2] A fledgling space empire controls
about five or six star systems. This
empire trades with the surrounding
civilizations around them (including
the Federation and Romulans). Their
shipping lanes are suddenly plagued
with what seems to be pirate attacks.
The empire investigates the areas
being hit, and with some eyewitness
accounts they come to the conclusion
that the attacks are being instigated
by the Federation (shock & surprise :0). What's really happening is
that a foreign power, a rival civilization, the Breen, or (this may fit the
best) the Romulans has gotten a hold
of a Star Fleet starship (or what looks
like a Star Fleet ship), and is using it
to attack these ships. The empire will
start attacking Federation trading
vessels and the attacking starship (the
latter causing little to no damage at
all). Star Fleet sends the Avenger to
investigate.

8-9 September 2007 – Maryland
Renaissance Festival
Crownsville Road, Crownsville, MD
(just outside of Annapolis)
A recreation of a 16th century English
village with crafts and food booths,
pubs, stages, jousting Arena and
games. This weekend is Celtic Celebration with music, dance, pipes and
a caber toss. Gates open at 10 AM
Cost: Admission is $18/day, $28/2
days. Free parking
Event Website: http://
www.rennfest.com/
Event Coordinator: COMM Todd Brugmans, scotsmuppet@gmail.com
9 September 2007 – Avenger
Ship Meeting
Borders Books and Music, Route 18,
East Brunswick, NJ, 3:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter, and
good times. Program: Videogaming,
from the Days of Atari and Commodore to the On-Line MassivelyMultiplayer Games of Today. Dinner
to follow.
Event Coordinator: CAPT Judy
Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu

Finally, as a part of this series, we
include character-files of members of
the crew. So, if you’ve made up a
character-file, great! If not, why not
try making one? We'll try to publish
one or two each issue, as space and
contributions permit. We’re always
looking for members to create files for
their own characters. If you’re interested in creating a file for your fictional character, or updating an existing file, contact ADM Rosenzweig for
help/information.

FISCAL REPORT: 1ST
$1,535.90

Avenger News #100
Deposit – Victorian Manor
(Charity Auction)
Avenger News #101, Business Cards
Picnic Fees ($89), Renewals, 50/50,
Blueprints Contribution
Balance to Victorian Manor – Charity
Auction
Picnic Expenses
Picnic Fees ($104), New Memberships,
Renewals
Ending Balance

$449.73

AND

2ND QUARTERS 2007
Date

Debit

2/11/07
2/11/07

$16.53
$250.00

4/22/07
May 2007

$107.94

6/12/07

$830.00

6/16/07
June 2007

$202.20

Credit

$194.00

$126.50

5-7 October 2007 – Chiller
Theatre Expo
Hilton Parsippany, One Hilton Court,
Parsippany, NJ 973 267-7373
(The site is off Route 10, Dryden
Way exit, take Campus Drive to
Hilton Court.)
Chiller is a New Jersey-based horror
convention in a new location. There
are several dealers’ rooms of merchandise and opportunities for autographs.
Cost: Daily Admission: $20 at the
door, $15 in advance.
Event Website: http://
www.chillertheatre.com/
14 October 2007 – Avenger
Ship Meeting
Borders Books and Music, Route 18,
East Brunswick, NJ, 3:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter,
and good times. Program: 20th Anniversary Salute to “Star Trek: the
Next Generation”. Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: CAPT Judy
Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu
11 November 2007 – Avenger
Ship Meeting
Borders Books and Music, Route 18,
East Brunswick, NJ, 3:00 PM
Join us for the usual fun, chatter,
and good times. Program: Sci-Fi
Meets the Holidays! Holiday Plots
and Themes in Science Fiction. Dinner to follow.
Event Coordinator: CAPT Judy
Waidlich, waidlich@rutgers.edu
NOTE: Please, if you are planning to
attend an event, let the event/
project coordinator know of your
plans, so he/she can make the
proper arrangements. Thanks!

Stuff to be doing

Initial Balance

14-16 September 2007 – Region
7 Conference
Holiday Inn BWI Conference Center,
Baltimore, MD
The Theme of the Conference is PIRATES!!! There will be various
themed activities, including the Friday
Night Get-together, as well as the
Saturday Night Dance.
More details to come.
Event Coordinator: BGEN Joseph C.
Dorffner, Jr., slgaming@aol.com

28-30 September 2007 – Watkins Glen Weekend
Ramada Inn, Ithaca, NY and Watkins Glen State Park, Watkins Glen,
NY
Hike the park’s gorge trails and enjoy good food with friends.
Event Website: http://
www.ussaccord.org/wgw.html
Event Coordinator: Dan Adinolfi,
wgw@ussaccord.org
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USS Avenger
331 Academy Terrace, Apt 17
Linden NJ, 07036-5695

Next Meeting (at Borders): Sept 9th, 2007

Avenger News 105 deadline: Sept 20th, 2007

